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Nebraska State Quilt Guild
It has been another wonderful year at the Nebraska State Fair Quilt Show.  Here 
are some of  the 2012 statistics.

☺ 660 quilts were entered by 269 exhibitors from throughout the state.  

☺ Of  the 660 quilts, 46 were in the Best In County Contest, new to the 
     Quilt Department in 2012.

☺ Many quilts arrived through the two drop-off  locations (146 from 
     Seward, 26 from North Platte) and by mail (30).

☺ Quilts were entered in 96 different classes.  This year there were 
     4 new competition classes and 5 new special contests.

2012 brought improvements to the quilt room: additional lighting, taller pipes 
for the quilts and additional draping.  Fair visitors were complimentary regarding 
the changes.

Sixty four wonderful sponsors supported the show.  
☺ 23 shops supplied 53 gift certificates.

The NewsleTTer For aNd abouT Nebraska QuilTers

Continued on Page 4

Best of  Show, NE State Fair 2012, Judy Woodworth - Gering NE
All Photos of  State Fair 2012 State Quilts are 

 by Janice Lippencott and Kay Grimminger

• NE Independent 
Fabric Shops 
Best of  Show

• NE State Fair 
Best of  Division

• Panhandle Quilt Guild 
Best Panhandle Quilt

•Best Machine 
Embroidery

• Quality Sew & Vac 
Kearney Machine 

Embroidery Contest
• Lincoln Quilters Guild 
Best Overall Wall Quilt

• Material Girl Wall Quilt 
Mixed Techniques
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 . . .    President’s Message   . . .
Dear NSQG Members,

Finally, summer is gone! So little rain and the extreme hot temperatures 
made it feel like Summer was with us for several seasons but the pages 
on my calendar have now been turned.  It is fall! (Are you sketching 
these beautiful trees for the next QuiltNE13 challenge?)  The year will 
soon be over and with it, another year to begin, with new officers and 
chairman to take their places on the NSQG Board.  Again, Thank You 
for allowing me to serve as your President.  It has been an honor.  A 
year full of  many “firsts” for me…including many activities with new 
friends that I have made along this quilting journey, memories which I 
shall cherish and some experiences that I could never have imagined.  
For me, it began with my choice to join NSQG, later when asked, to 
have my name on the ballot and serve on its board.

I also think of  the many choices made in this NSQG calendar year; 
some made by officers, some made by chairman and some made 
by you, the members. Those making choices created the many quilt 
related events; quilt gatherings, the Special Quilts, NFS, QuiltNE, 
Threads Across Nebraska, and the NSQG Quilt Display at the Lincoln 
Community Playhouse. Thank YOU for making those choices.  And I 
hope all of  you chose to continue to be members of  NSQG.     NSQG 
needs you!

Perhaps our lives are like that of  creating a quilt….we think we have a 
pattern (plan), we chose what to add; the colors, fabrics and techniques 
(the people, the experiences and the choices).  As we work on that quilt, 
we notice, we don’t have enough fabric, the directions have mislabeled 
pieces, the border is wrong or a 100 other changes (we don’t have as 
much free time as we wish, our life is exposed to other situations, we 
develop other interests or a million other challenges). That quilt, when 
completed, may be as planned, may be changed just a little or may 
be something completely different than that pattern/ plan which we 
began.  But the quilt was created by your choices or choices made for 
you and what you did with those countless choices. Just like life.

 I read this verse and knew I had to write it down to share with you (I 
did reword the ending).  Hope you enjoy:  “One hundred years from 
now, it won’t matter what car I drove.  What kind of  
house I lived in.  How much I had in my bank account 
nor what my clothes looked like.  But the world may be 
a little better because I am a quilter.”   Author Unknown
                                                                                                                                      

 

       

Nebraska State Quilt Guild
Board of Directors

Sandra Kosch                                  President
355 S Walnut St.                   Shelby, NE 68662
402-527-5676          bk03935@windstream.net

Alice Cruz                              President-Elect
15337 California St.             Omaha, NE 68154
402-498-2793                   alice@dellajane.com

Barb Hinrichs                              Secretary
921 Cedar St.                  Lexington, NE 68850
308-324-7218                  bjknotty@gmail.com

Patty Young                                     Treasurer
2718 Pinewood Dr.      Central City, NE 68826
308-379-0984            young.pat44@gmail.com 
Gloria Bernadt (2nd yr)        Region I Director
122 Lawrence Rd.               Hebron, NE 68370
402-768-6662           globernadt@hotmail.com

Kay Grimminger (1st yr)      Region I Director
2712 Sunnybrooke Rd GrandIsland, NE 68801
308-382-8217                  kgrimmin@esu10.or

Laura Franchini (2nd yr)      Region II Director
PO Box 565                          Wisner, NE 68791
402-529-3288            lfranchini77@gmail.com

LaVonne Dunetts (1st yr)     Region II Director
206 S 95th St.                      Omaha, NE 68114
402-399-8299                        ldunetts@cox.net

Esther Kleinkauf (2nd yr)  Region III Director
901 Tomahawk Rd       North Platte, NE 69101
308-532-1401              toshindo715@msn.com

Shirley LaVene (1st yr)      Region III Director
73660 D Rd                         Loomis, NE 68958
308-876-2546                    rslavene@atchet.net
308-991-2795

Susan Weber                                       Advisor
2425 Folkways Blvd Apt 329     Lincoln, NE 68521
402-438-4753             susanjweber4@yahoo.com
402-641-4675

Membership  in   NSQG   is   open   to  all 
individuals.  New members will continue to be 
welcomed at any time.  Memberships run from 
January 1st through December 31st.  Dues are 
$25.00   per   year.  Please send all change of 
address information and dues to Darice Cecil:

Darice Cecil         Membership Chair NSQG
2625 Rathbone Rd.             Lincoln, NE 68502 
402-476-9124                      dcecil@neb.rr.com

©Nebraska State Quilt Guild

Wishing YOU an amazing quilting journey! 
Sandra K. Kosch, NSQG 2012 President

www.nsqg.org
Visit our web site and keep current on the state guild’s  events
and news.2

BOARD MINUTES
Guild members should check the NSQG web site for the current and past 
board minutes at www.nsqg.org or contact NSQG Secretary Barb Hinrichs at 
bjknotty@gmail.com  for additional information.



Submitted by Alice Cruz

Nebraska State Quilt Guild
Newsletter / Advertising

We   invite  the  submission of   previously un-
published       documents       and        personal 
correspondence from our readers.  We reserve 
the right to publish, in whole or in part, any let-
ters or submitted articles we receive.  While we 
cannot accept responsibility for unsolicited ma-
terial, we would be happy to return it   to  its   
author   if   a stamped,   self-addressed envelope 
is included.

The NSQG newsletter is published six times 
a year.  Publication deadline is the 15th of  the 
months of    February,   April,  June,  August,  
October,  and December.    Articles  are due 
to the   editor   by   the   25th  of   the  previous 
publication month:  

       October 25th for December 15th Issue
The  editor  reserves the right to accept or reject 
advertising requests.  Ads must be quilt related.  
Advertising  must be submitted by  the 20th 
of  each    previous   publication     month,    i.e.  
February 20th  for  the  April  publication:  

        October 20th for December 15th Issue

Camera ready ads  must  be either jpegs, tiffs, 
or psd (Photoshop)  files.  If  you  don’t  have  
a camera ready ad, please contact the editor to 
contract an ad design.   Check with the editor for 
ad rates and sizes available.  Ads are placed on a   
space  available basis.     All    ads    must    be pre-
paid.  Please make your check payable to NSQG.     
Mail payment with ad materials to the Editor.

Betz McMahon      Newsletter Editor NSQG
PO Box 865                         Wisner, NE 68791          
402-529-3543                betzmc@cableone.net
                                     

COSMOS 2013 NSQG RAFFLE QUILT
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“COSMOS”, the 2013 Raffle Quilt designed by Karen and Sheri Ruwe and 
quilted  by Peg  Pennell  won  Reserve  Best of  Group Quilts  at  the  2012 
Nebraska State Fair!  

Karen Ruwe lives in Fremont, NE and she started quilting in 1983 when she 
attended her first class taught by Sara Dillow and Jean Gausman.  That is all 
it took for her to become  hooked on quilting!  Prior to that she designed and 
made bridal wear.

In 1991, she joined Nebraska State Quilt Guild and went to Valentine for her 
first QuiltNebraska.  Karen is a member of  Prairie Piecemakers in Fremont and 
has served as president and in various other offices since joining the guild.  She 
is currently program chair.

Karen has presented trunk shows of  her work and taught quilting classes at 
various shops as well as at the Iowa Quilt Guild.  She has volunteered her time 
to schools, church groups, and 4-H clubs teaching quilting.  She has won Best 
of  County at the Washington County Fair as well as awards and a blue ribbon 
at the Nebraska State Fair.

Creating Cosmos:  
Karen and Sheri 
both    love   color - 
especially jewel-tone      
batiks.    So    they    
knew the Cos-
mos quilt would be 
something bright.  
Hmmm, no on has 
created a raffle quilt 
with circles lately.  
Maybe they would 
try that.  They both 
spent several  days 
designing circles 
varying in size   from   
six to  24 inches.    
They  discovered 
that the Renee’s Ray 
tool was extremely 
helpful in drafting 
the  circles.  After 

designing the circles they pretty much just threw them on the floor 
to decide on location.

Studying and adjusting the layout, they found the circles needed something to connect them.  They called them “paths” and de-
cided they couldn’t be straight or just one fabric.  So you will find flying geese, checkerboards and zigzags included in the pieced 
“pathway to the stars”.

This quilt has 18 circles.  The circles have 57 separate rings, not counting the centers.  One ring has 128 pieces, having 64 points.  
The 18 stars have 2,058 pieces.  The “paths” add another 1290 
pieces for a total of  3,348 pieces.

More information on the makers and the making of  Cosmos in 
future newsletters.

Tickets  for COSMOS were sold at QNE 2012 and will be avail-
able from Marilyn Seidel, the 2013 Quilt Raffle Mom.   If   you 
would like to display the quilt and have raffle tickets available for 
sale, please contact her.  The drawing for the quilt will be held at 
QNE 2013 in Seward on July 27, 2013.  Marilyn can be reached 
at : 2561 S. 125th Ave., Omaha, NE 68144 or 402-330-6460 or 
mtseidel@aol.com.






