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Some years back, several quilt blocks were left over from a Calico
Quilt Club Raffle Quilt. Those extra blocks were gathered up, some
were resewn and additional ones were sewn to add to the collection.
The quilt blocks were laid out, arranged and rearranged until a
design layout was created. Later, a second design was utilized to set
the various blocks together. Then the quilt was left in two sections.
Over time signatures found their way onto the quilt filling up
the light blocks. Over the years, The NSQG Signature Quilt top
had traveled to many quilting events. Among them several Quilt
Nebraska events, Threads Across Nebraska and many, many local
quilt guilds. After 4 plus years of signing, 278 signatures at $5 for
each, garnering a total $1,390 which was applied to our pledge at
IQSC.
Finally the
quilt halves
were joined
together and
a border was
appliquéed.
The quilt top
was quilted,
bound and
presented
to Carolyn
Sandi Kosch presenting Carolyn Ducey the NSQG Signature Quilt
D u c e y,
representing the International Quilt Study Center and Museum in
December of 2009. Our quilt is finally home and there it safely
awaits the viewing of generations to come.
The fabric, stitches and our signatures proudly show our love of
quilting. I hope you will take the time to view our quilt and share it
with your family members.
Submitted by Sandi Kosch

. . . President’s Message . . .
Dear Members,
Greetings! In the January issue, I promised I would share my goals for 2010
in this issue.
I have always wondered how the Nebraska State Quilt Guild started, and
who the “founding mothers” were that worked to create this organization
that has benefitted so many quilters over the years. One of the enjoyable
benefits of inheriting the bins of materials that go with being guild president
is finding the book that has the early minutes of the guild during its planning
stages and formation. So I have been reading about the early meetings, and
the many women who stepped forward and invested their time and ideas to
get this guild off the ground. Read more about this early history on pages 8
& 9 in this newsletter.
When NSQG was formed, there were only ten other guilds in the state –
primarily in the eastern third of Nebraska. One of the reasons a statewide
guild was formed was to provide educational possibilities to quilters in
under served areas, and also to create a forum for quilters across the state to
interact, learn from each other, and to enjoy statewide friendships. During
the 25 years that NSQG has been in existence, there have been great changes
for quilters. Many more guilds have formed, more quilt shops have sprung
up so that attending classes, obtaining quality fabrics, and accessing quilting
supplies and tools has become easier. A number of guilds in our state
now have their own website, including my local Panhandle Quilt Guild.
Communication has never been easier between quilters with email, web
pages, and cell phones.
Quilters in much of Nebraska now have a local guild they can join. But our
Nebraska State Quilt Guild is still the only vehicle providing the opportunity
for quilt makers, quilt collectors, and quilt appreciators to reach out to quilters
across the entire state for growth, education, inspiration and fellowship.
My focus during 2010 is to encourage more Nebraska quilters to join NSQG,
and to embrace the opportunity to get involved and make friends from
across this great state of ours. We have quite a legacy of quilting and quilt
accomplishments here in Nebraska - our 100+ years of quilting excellence,
our statewide quilt history project conducted in our state’s museums, State
Fair quilt show support, Threads across Nebraska, our Quilt Gatherings
(formerly known as Quilters Day Out) and providing quilting books for our
Nebraska libraries. Nebraska is now blessed with the beautiful International
Quilt Study Center and Museum that is literally drawing quilters and quilt
historians and researchers to our state from around the world! I hope all
NSQG members are ready to help blow our horn, and encourage other
quilters to join the Nebraska State Quilt Guild! Our yearly July convention
is when our statewide appeal is so obvious – it is the best time to see those
friends from all corners and counties of our state, take classes from national
teachers and from our talented member teachers, and to
just immerse ourselves in all things quilting for 3 days!
Join in the celebration of NSQG’s 25th year in existence,
and invite other quilters to join in the fun and fellowship
of being a NSQG member!

Piecing Together, Sandy Hanson
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NSQG PRESIDENT

Nebraska State Quilt Guild
Board of Directors
Sandy Hanson
180009 Thomas Dr.
308-632-3309
Susan Weber
PO Box 344
402-761-2140

President
Scottsbluff, NE 69361

sjhquilter@actcom.net

President-Elect
Milford, NE 68405

susanjweber@hotmail.com

LeeAnn Meduna
72841 T Rd,
308-263-2294

Secretary
Wilcox, NE 68982
meduna@gtmc.net

Marty Kleppinger
Treasurer
03a East Shore Dr. 2 Johnson Lake, NE 68937
308-325-0032
mkleppinger001@msn.com
Connie Phillips (2nd yr)
Region I Director
3595 Superior Rd.
Seward, NE 68434
402-523-5265
connie@hughesbros.com
Sharon Clark
2414 P St.
402-274-5375

(1st yr)

Region I Director
Auburn, NE 68305-2854
slclark@neb.rr.net

Barbara Peitzmeier(2nd yr) Region II Director
314 S. McNamara St. Bloomfield, NE 68718
402-373-4663
bpeitzmeier@gpcom.net
Jocelynn Gray (1st yr)
412 Martin Dr. N
402-293-3178

Region II Director
Bellevue, NE 68005

Elaine Moore (2nd yr)
819 Platte Ave.
308-762-9190

Region III Director
Alliance, NE 69301
sea1mseb@bbc.net

Pam Thomas (1st yr)
Region III Director
3908 Ave E
Kearney, NE 68847
308-237-1450 pkmeyerthomas@yahoo.com
Merikay Gengenbach
Advisor
PO Box 340
Lexington, NE 68850
308-324-4628 merikaygengenbach7@gmail.com
Membership in NSQG is open to all
individuals. New members will continue to be
welcomed at any time. Memberships run from
January 1st through December 31st. Dues are
$20.00 per year. Please send all change of
address information and dues to Darice Cecil:
Darice Cecil
Membership Chair NSQG
2625 Rathbone Rd.
Lincoln, NE 68502
402-476-9124
dcecil@neb.rr.com

©Nebraska State Quilt Guild

www.nsqg.org
Visit our web site and keep current
on the state guild’s events
and news.

Nebraska State Quilt Guild
Newsletter / Advertising
We invite the submission of previously unpublished
documents
and
personal
correspondence from our readers. We reserve
the right to publish, in whole or in part, any
letters or submitted articles we receive. While
we cannot accept responsibility for unsolicited
material, we would be happy to return it to its
author if a stamped, self-addressed envelope
is included.
The NSQG newsletter is published six times
a year. Publication deadline is the 15th of the
months of February, April, June, August,
October, and December. Articles are due
to the editor by the 25th of the previous
publication month:
April 25th for August 15th Issue
August 25th for October 15th Issue
October 25th for December 15th Issue
The editor reserves the right to accept or reject
advertising requests. Ads must be quilt related.
Advertising must be submitted by the 20th
of each previous publication month, i.e.
February 20th for the April publication:
April 20th for August 15th Issue
August 20th for October 15th Issue
October 20th for December 15th Issue
Camera ready ads must be either jpegs, tiffs,
or psd (Photoshop) files. If you don’t have
a camera ready ad, please contact the editor to
contract an ad design. Check with the editor for
ad rates and sizes available. Ads are placed on a
space available basis. All ads must be prepaid. Please make your check payable to NSQG.
Mail payment with ad materials to the Editor.
Betz McMahon
PO Box 865
402-529-3543

Newsletter Editor NSQG
Wisner, NE 68791
betzmc@cableone.net

SAVE THE DATE
Quilt Magick
QuiltNebraska 2012
July 26-29, 2012
Embassy Suites Hotel &
Convention Center
La Vista, Nebraska
Submitted by Pat Varner, QNE 2012 Chair

Raffle Quilt 2010
“Arabesque” Quilt

“Arabesque”, our NSQG 90” x 96” raffle quilt, was created by Nebraska’s
own award winning designer Mary Sue Suit and award winning machine quilter
Judy Woodworth. It won first in its category at the Nebraska State Fair.
Mary Sue and Judy have also won first in their category at the International
Quilt Festival in Houston and received numerous other awards, together and
individually.
This quilt has not been appraised but their quilts have previously been
appraised between $1700 and $3500, so what an investment your ticket
purchases could make! Please contact me for more tickets even if you have
already purchased some! If you have not had the opportunity to see the quilt
in person, well... looking at the back - it’s almost as lovely as the front! A lot
of time-consuming designing and piecing, and miles of thread went into the
excellent machine quilting.
Since our last newsletter our quilt has
been displayed at two places where Judy
Woodworth was teaching classes and
giving lectures: Prairie Piecemakers
Guild in Fremont and Omaha Quilt
Guild. It has also been at Woman’s
Sewing Retreat weekend in Scottsbluff,
at IQSC in Lincoln, at the Quilt Rack
in North Platte, at Quilters Delight in
Holdrege and at the Quilter’s Cottage in
Kearney.
Please don’t miss your opportunity to display the quilt or sell raffle tickets
for this wonderful quilt at a special event, quilt shop, quilt show or quilt guild
meeting. We have openings left and would love to work with you to make it
happen!
There are quite a few outstanding tickets, please get me your stubs as soon as
possible. A number of tickets were purchased at QNE09 and the stubs have
not yet been returned.
If you would like to purchase tickets apart from a meeting or event, please
contact me: Vickie Wiens, 10676 US 26, Bayard, Nebraska 69334, 308631-9318, vwquiltsnmore@yahoo.com. Each ticket is $1, sold in packets of
10, and can be purchased directly from me.

Submitted by Vickie Wiens, 2010 Quilt Mom

MISSING SCANNER

A scanner was purchased a few years ago to aid in archiving the
NSQG scrapbooks. It has gone missing.
If you have any
information about its whereabouts, please contact the Historian,
Jean Ford, at 308-858-4516 or jford@gpcom.net.

BOARD MINUTES
Guild members should check the NSQG web site for the current
and past board minutes at www.nsqg.org or contact NSQG Secretary
LeeAnn Meduna at meduna@gtmc.net for additional information.
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NSQG 2009
YEAR END REPORT
INCOME:
Membership
Interest
Quilt Nebraska
09 Raffle Quilt
10 Raffle Quilt
Marketing
Newsletter Ads
Quilt Gatherings
Threads Across NE
Other
Insurance

$12,005.00
288.74
488.85
2,271.00
1,575.00
0.00
1,005.00
0.00
17,565.00
53.00
616.00

Total Income:

$35,867.59

EXPENSES:
Administration
Membership
Quilt Nebraska
09 Raffle Quilt
10 Raffle Quilt
Awards
Board Meetings
Education
Historian
Library Project
Marketing
Newsletter
State Fair
Quilt Gatherings
Insurance
Memorial Fund
Website
Threads Across NE
QNE 10
Other
Total Expenses:
NET INCOME:
NSQG CHECKING
Tier One

($1,224.32)
(1,480.90)
(11,948.96)
0.00
(736.47)
(560.69)
(1,456.02)
(5.20)
(57.67)
(3,916.90)
0.00
(11,737.03)
(517.52)
(386.15)
(1,044.00)
(250.00)
(127.55)
(12,749.29)
(4,000.00)
(176.72)
($52,375.39)
($16,507.80)
$6,499.37

SAVINGS ACCOUNT
Tier One
$30,019.50
CD’s
$12,149.76
$12,149.76
$12,149.76

NSQG 2010 BUDGET
$14,000.00
200.00
0.00
3,000.00
0.00
1,000.00
0.00
18,000.00
7,200.00

Total Income:

$43,400.00

EXPENSES:
Administration
Membership
Quilt Nebraska 11
10 Raffle Quilt
Awards
Board Meetings
Education
Historian
Library Project
Marketing
Newsletter
State Fair
Quilt Gatherings
Insurance
Memorial Fund
Website
Threads Across NE
Other

($1,500.00)
(3,325.00)
(4,000.00)
(800.00)
(300.00)
(1,500.00)
(50.00)
(100.00)
(4,000.00)
Deadline for nominations is
0.00
April 30, 2010.
(12,200.00)
(550.00)
Mail nomination forms and
(975.00)
supporting documentation to:
(600.00)
Pat Varner, 4322 Amos Gates Drive,
(250.00)
Bellevue, NE 68123
(100.00)
(13,000.00) If you are interested in serving on the 2010-2011 (2-year)
(150.00) NSQG Awards Committee, please e-mail yankee56@cox.net

Total Expenses:

($43,400.00)

NET INCOME:

$0.00

Submitted by
Marty Kleppinger, NSQG Treasurer

$36,449.28

TOTAL

$72,968.15

NSQG Mission Statement

The Nebraska State Quilt Guild is a non-profit organization
established to perpetuate the art of quilt
making and its
heritage while encouraging future opportunities through
growth, education, inspiration, and fellowship.
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Do you clip newspaper articles?
Do you have NSQG photos to share?
The 2009 scrapbook needs your stuff !
Jean Ford
NSQG Historian
43080 Road 776
Oconto, NE 68860
Digital Photos are welcome at: jfordgpcom.net
Please label the pictures.

INCOME:
Membership
Interest
Quilt Nebraska
10 Raffle Quilt
Marketing
Newsletter Ads
Quilt Gatherings
Threads Across NE
Transfer From Savings

NSQG Award Nominations
Are Due!
This is your last chance to nominate a worthy
quilter for an award to be presented at
QuiltNebraska this summer in North Platte.
A listing of awards and past winners were in the
2010 February newsletter as well as an awards
nomination form. Please be as specific as
possible and try to write as legibly as you can.
You can also find a copy of the nomination form
via the NSQG web site: www.nsqg.org.

or call 402-291-0669 (This is an easy committee position and
only takes a few hours each year and very “rewarding” .

Submitted by Pat Varner, 2010 - 2011 Awards Chair

Quilts Under the Microscope Exhibit at IQSC
Quilts and other heirloom textiles are important artifacts that can represent the history of a person, a family a
community, or a country. Preserving them is a way to maintain an important link to the past. Unfortunately, there
are many agents, both natural and human-made, that can slowly (or quickly) destroy these invaluable pieces of our
history. The exhibition Quilts Under the Microscope will present a group of quilts
that will, after careful study, divulge some of the secrets of their past and
help us determine the best ways to safeguard them for the future. Curated by
students in UNL’s graduate-level Care and Conservation of Textiles course,
under the supervision of Dr. Patricia Crews, the exhibition will introduce
museum visitors to the ways in which institutions like the International Quilt
Study Center use science and technical analysis to discover the history of objects and to inform the museum’s activities of preservation, interpretation, and
display. It will also help visitors understand how they can take care of their
families’ valued quilts and textiles in their own homes, to ensure that these heirlooms survive well into the future. This exhibit is open at IQSC from April 2,
2010 to August 1, 2010.
Submitted by Maureen Ose, IQSC Communications Coordinator
Cut-out Chinz Medallion pattern made
circa 1830-1850, USA
Photo from IQSC - 1997.007.0841

South Asian Seams: Quilts from
India, Pakistan, & Bangladesh
This IQSC exhibit is coming very soon, May 15, 2010 until
November 7, 2010. The exhibit will present an international
textile tradition that most of our visitors will be unfamiliar
with and, most importantly, will place it in its rich cultural
context - that of the lives of women in diverse regions of
the Indian subcontinent. The exhibition will consist of more
than 30 examples of ralli and kantha. It will also feature a
rich assortment of large-scale photographs depicting the lives
of the women who make
these quilts. Narrating
and illustrating the lives
of these women is a vital
component of the exhibition’s story-line. Patchwork, embroidery, and appliqué all
figure prominently in ralli - a traditional quilted textile of the region. Designs are
not customarily drawn or written down on paper, but rather recorded in women’s
memories and therefore passed down from generation to generation in the same
way that folk tales and songs are transmitted. In the eastern Indian states of Bihar
and West Bengal and across the border into Bangladesh, women create kantha
and sujuni bed coverings using quilting stitches as the primary decorative elements.
Constructed from layers of old cotton sari and dohti (women’s and men’s wrapped
garments), kantha provide a way for women to give new life to old cloth.
This exhibition is curated by Patricia Stoddard in cooperation with IQSC staff.
Stoddard is a leading scholar on Pakistani and Indian quilted textiles. Her book
“Ralli Quilts” Traditional Textiles of Pakistan and India” is the only published
work on the topic of quilts from this region.
Submitted by Maureen Ose, IQSC Communications Coordinator

Kantha Quilt made in Bangladesh
circa 1970-1990
Photo from IQSC - 2006.039.0004
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Quilt Shops & Related Businesses

BRIDGEPORT
JAN SEARS,

AQS Certified Quilt Appraiser
10183 Rd 94A
Bridgeport, NE 69336
searsjmh@gmail.com
308-279-0163
Appraisals of quilts, quilted textiles and
sewing rooms; Lectures, Classes

CAMBRIDGE

...........................

AUBURN

The Fabric Fairie
900 Central Ave.
Auburn, NE 68305
pamelasfirst@windstream.net
402-274-4454
Hours: Tues-Fri 10:30 - 5:30; Thur til 8;
Sat 9:30 - 2:30. Hours subject to change,
please call ahead

...........................

ARAPAHOE

Wagner’s Quilts & Conversation
New Location!! 2 1/2 blocks E of Subway)
404 Chestnut
Arapahoe, NE 68922
308-962-8458
www.wagnersquiltsandconversation.com
wagnersquilts@live.com
Mon-Fri 9 - 6; Sat 9 - 4

RED CLOUD

Cottage Inspirations
710 Nasby St.
Cambridge, NE 69022
308-697-4000
www.cottageinspirations.com
cottage@cottageinspirations.com
Tues-Fri 11 - 5:30; Sat 10 - 4

HOLDREGE

Quilter’s Delight
323 West Ave.
Holdrege, NE 68949
308-995-2728
quilter@atcjet.net
Mon-Wed & Fri 9:30 - 5:30;
Thurs till 7; Sat till 5

PAWNEE CITY

Heavenly Treasures, Inc.
700 9th St.
Pawnee City, NE 68420
402-852-2270

The Sewing Box
422 N Webster St.
Red Cloud, NE 68970
402-746-3180
Toll Free: 888-455-9094
All lines of quilters fabrics.

YORK

The Quilt Basket
718 Lincoln Ave.
York, NE 68746
402-362-5737
www.thequiltbasket-york.com
info@thequiltbasket-york.com
Mon-Fri 9:30 - 5:30;
Thurs till 7; Sat 9:30 - 3
Great Fabrics, Kits and Notions

Advertising Opportunity

Your shop can run an ad listing,
such as these, for $35 per year.
Contact the
NSQG Newsletter
Editor, Betz McMahon at 402-5293543 or betzmc@cableone.net to add
your shop to the listings.

Check out IQSC upcoming events at
www.quiltstudy.org/visit_us/events.

Location: 1523 North 33rd St, Lincoln, Nebraska. Hours: Tuesday - Saturday 10 - 4:30 pm, Sunday 1 - 4:30 pm. 402-472-6549
Perspectives: Art, Craft, Design, and the Studio Quilt, November 21, 2009 - May 9, 2010 - LAST CHANCE.. DON’T MISS!

Quilts Under the Microscope, April 2, 2010 - August 1, 2010
South Asian Seams: Quilts from India, Pakistan, & Bangladesh, May 15, 2010 - November 7, 2010 (Members only Sneak Peek, Friday evening, May 14, 2010, call for reservations at 402-472-6549)
“Childhood Treasures: Doll Quilts from the Ghormley Collection”, August 6, 2010 - December 12, 2010
“Marseille” (Antique French Quilts from the Berenson Collection), November 13, 2010 - May 8, 2011
“The Art Quilt” curated by Penny McMorris, December 17, 2010 - March 27, 2011

IQSC EXHIBITIONS AT OTHER LOCATIONS
“Partisan Pieces: Quilts of Political and Patriotic Persuasion”,
National Archives-Central Plains Region, Kansas City, MO,
June 4, 2010 – August 21, 2010
“American Elegance” Chintz Applique Quilts, 1780 – 1850”,
Taft Museum of Art, Cincinnati, Ohio,
August 27, 2010 – November 7, 2010
Submitted by Maureen Ose, Communications Coordinator IQSC and
Information from the NSQG web site -www.nsqg.org
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Quilting Events
April 1 - May 5, 2010

The Corny Bunch-A-Kernal of Creativity. Quilts of Corn quilt exhibit in the Classroom Gallery of the Bernina Sewing Studio, 1501 Pine Lake Road, Suite 12, Lincoln, 402-423-3108, during store hours. Free and open to the public.

April 25, 2010

Bed Turning With Dessert. Hosted by the Quilters and the Junior Band Members as a fundraiser for their Shelby High School
Band Trip to Florida. It will be held at 2:00 pm at the Legion Club in Shelby, Nebraska. Admission is $5 each with pre-sold
tickets only. Contact Dee at 402-527-5141 or la4294@windstream.net.

May 12 - June 23, 2010

The Wednesday Girls. Quilt exhibit in the Classroom Gallery of the Bernina Sewing Studio, 1501 Pine Lake Road, Suite 12,
Lincoln, 402-423-3108, during store hours. Free and open to the public.

May 21 - 23, 2010

Lincoln Quiltfest 2010. Hosted by Lincoln Quilters Guild at the Weary Center - Nebraska Wesleyan University. Hours: Friday
and Saturday 9-5 pm and Sunday 11-5 pm.

June 16 - 20, 2010

“Quilt Colorado” in Estes Park Colorado. Five days of quilting classes from 18 nationally known teachers, a juried show
with cash awards, merchant’s mall, lectures, banquets and other fun activities. Sponsored by the Colorado Quilting Council.
Visit
for a list of teachers and registration details. Class registration starts February 19th. Sign up early
because classes fill fast. For a copy of the class booklet, contact pstitch@yahoo.com. Lodging reservation can be made at the
Holiday Inn, Estes Park, CO, (970-586-2332). Mention CQC to get the $99 room rate.

June 18 - 19, 2010

The Quilter’s Annual Quilt Show. This show is held in conjunction with the Swedish Festival at Stromsburg, Nebraska. It will
be held at the United Methodist Church on 401 E 5th Street and is handicap accessible. Free will donations are accepted. Hours
are June 18th 10-4 pm, and June 19th 9-4 pm. Contact: Sandi Kosch at 402-527-5676 or bk03935@windstream.net.

June 25 - 27, 2010 SAVE THE DATE

The 2010 Common Threads Quilt Show is in high gear and we are getting ready for our big quilt show in Wichita, Kansas.
The quilters of Prairie Quilt Guild have been busy making hundreds of quilts for the show. There will be 60 vendors and six
well known teachers with over 22 classes offering to teach a variety of different techniques. Check out the teachers and classes at
www.wichitaquiltshow.com.html. Anita Shackelford will be one of the teachers. Her work is known internationally. She will also
be our quilt judge for quilts entered in that category. You need not be a member to have your quilt judged, but you will need to
obtain the rules and regulations and fill out an entry form from www.pqgks.com. Click on Quilt Show 2010 for the information
or email jessodonn@hotmail.com. Kids Can Quilt, Miniature Quilt Auction, Opportunity Quilt and some Needle Arts are a few
of the other features of the show. The class website has tabs at the top of the page that will lead you to most of the activities.
Get your quilting buddies together and start planning your trip to this wonderful show. Tickets are $10 for one day or $15 for
all three days. No children under six or strollers allowed.

June 30 - August 11, 2010

On Exhibit: The Work of Sandra Anderson. Quilt exhibit in the Classroom Gallery of the Bernina Sewing Studio, 1501 Pine
Lake Road, Suite 12, Lincoln, 402-423-3108, during store hours. Free and open to the public.

August 19 - September 23, 2010

Harmonics: What Gives You Comfort? Textiles are on exhibit in the Classroom Gallery of the Bernina Sewing Studio, 1501
Pine Lake Road, Suite 12, Lincoln, 402-423-3108, during store hours. Free and open to the public.
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September 18 - 19, 2010

Heritage Needlework Guild Quilt Show is being planned for September 18-19, 2010. It will be held at the Bethel United
Church of Christ (east of high school) in Nebraska City, Nebraska. Hours are: September 18 9-5 pm, and September 19 10-4
pm. Contact slclark@nebr.rr.com, for information.

October 2010

See the Byway the Quiltway event is being planned for October 2010. We are planning our 2nd event in October 2010
for quilters to tour the byway with several displays and events in over 20 communities on Highway 12 between Valentine and
South Sioux City, Nebraska. Please visit our web site to learn more about our non-profit organization and last year’s event;
www.NebraskaOutlawTrail.org. Rhonda Kneifl, Committee Member for the Outlaw Trail Scenic Byway 12 organization,
kadnohr@nntc.net, 402-355-0105.
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EARLY HISTORY OF NEBRASKA STATE QUILT GUILD
On July 25, 1985 a meeting was held of individuals interested in the possibility of forming a Nebraska State Quilters
Guild. It was held in Fremont with Lois Gottsch acting as chairwoman. Approximately 55-60 people attended from
at least 18 different communities throughout Nebraska.
There were only ten known guilds in the state at this time – Heritage Needlework Guild in Nebraska City, Calico
Quilt Club in Richland, Kearney Quilters Guild in Kearney, Omaha Quilters Guild in Omaha, Stitch and Chatter in
Stromsburg, Beatrice Quilters Guild in Beatrice, Cottonwood Quilters Guild in Omaha, Lincoln Quilters Guild of
Lincoln, Prairie Piecemakers in Fremont, and the Aurora Quilt Guild in the Aurora area.
At the meeting, advantages were discussed to having a statewide guild which included a communication network for
finding speakers, association with the National Quilters Association (NQA) – which would allow membership at large
with a national organization, and as currently there were many areas in the state without a local guild it would provide,
promotion of our own Nebraska quilters, fellowship, learning and fun.
Disadvantages to be considered for having a statewide guild included the large geographical area that would need
to be covered, complex organizational needs, competition with the local area guilds, and the lopsided location of
the population within the state of Nebraska. It was decided there would be no need to belong to a local guild as a
prerequisite for membership in the state guild.
Suggested goals for a Nebraska State Quilt Guild included communication, sharing, education, research, history, to tie
local guilds together, pride in and promotion of Nebraska quilters, compatibility, fun and games.
A Nebraska State Quilt Guild would provide national affiliation, awareness, clearing house for communication,
speakers, and to unite all local guilds.
The entire concept was well received by the majority of people present. The group was asked to vote on whether
they would be interested in forming a Nebraska State Quilt Guild, and the majority voted yes. A Temporary Planning
Board would be established from interested
volunteers to compile a list of possible
members and how to contact them, to
develop and distribute a questionnaire, and
to summarize the response.
The first called meeting of the temporary
planning committee of the Nebraska State
Quilt Guild was held on Sept. 22, 1985 at the
Memorial Building in Nebraska City, headed
up by Lois Gottsch. Fourteen members
were in attendance. A Temporary Chairman
of the group was selected – Sara Dillow
of Fremont. Temporary Secretary was
Judy McClure of Omaha, and Temporary
Treasurer was Joy Osterburg of Craig, NE.
This was a card sent out to see if there was any interest in starting a Nebraska State Quilt
Guild.
It was decided that a permanent Board of Directors would be elected at the first General Meeting of the state guild.
The first meeting of the Nebraska State Quilt Guild was held on Sunday, Oct. 27th, 1985 at Elkhorn Middle School,
Elkhorn, NE in conjunction with the Cottonwood Quilt Guild’s quilt show.
Sara Dillow wrote a letter of request to the ten existing state guilds listing the known expenses in establishing a
statewide Nebraska State Quilt. Over the next six months, donations were received from many of these guilds in
addition to individuals. Seed money from grants would also be pursued.
Various women stepped forward for the planning of the logo, fundraising committee, quilt block contest, membership
form and dues, and establishing a newsletter. Information about NSQG with contact information was put into the
following magazines – American Quilter, Lady’s Circle, Patchwork Quilts, Quilters Newsletter, Quilt Magazine and
Quilt World. A questionnaire developed by Kathy Murphy was mailed out in the first newsletter, along with a
8

membership application. Names of possible members were obtained through extension clubs, quilt guild rosters,
state fair entries, and people who had inquired about the Jinny Beyer and Roberta Horton workshops held recently
in the state.
Over the first few months of existence, bylaws were being written, policies and procedures formulated, and planning
started on the first Annual General Meeting (early name for QNE) that was eventually held in 1986. (NOTE: There
will be an article about that first convention in the next issue of our newsletter.)
The first board of Directors was elected at the Nov. 24, 1985 meeting to serve until the Annual Summer meeting will
be held on July 25, 26, and 27, 1986. The following individuals were nominated and elected unanimously: Sara Dillow,
Joy Osterberg, Judie Zinn, Susan Weber, Lois Gottsch, Brenda Groelz, and Judy McClure. They would serve until
the Annual Summer Meeting held in July 1986. The proposed annual dues were set at $10, and charter membership
would be all those members who join prior to July 1, 1986. The guidelines for the guild newsletter were also set at this
meeting, with Chris Dahlman of Fremont being the first newsletter editor.
The Temporary Planning Board evolved into a Planning Board for the Nebraska State Quilt Guild. Members of this
board (as of 1-11-86) included:
Jill Bergers of Omaha
Jo Morton of Nebraska City
Christine Dahlman of Fremont
Joy Osterberg of Craig
Jean Gausman of Fremont
Dianne Thomas of Omaha
Dianna Hatch of Scottsbluff
Sue Volkmer of Alvo
Judie Zinn of Omaha

Judy McClure of Omaha
Carol Cranston of Elkhorn
Cheryl Nelson of Fremont
Mary Focht of Omaha
Ann Reimer of Beatrice
Brenda Groelz of Phillips
Debbie Titus of Omaha
Marilyn Maurstad of Beatrice

Shelly Burge of Lincoln
Kathy Murphy of Fremont
Sara Dillow of Fremont
Paulette Peters of Elkhorn
Lois Gottsch of Omaha
Glenda Thompson of Omaha
Janice Johnson of Craig
Susan Weber of Dorchester

These 25 women would be the “founding mothers” of the first statewide quilt guild in Nebraska.
An attorney had been consulted and eventually the Articles of Incorporation were signed Jan. 2, 1986 by Sara Dillow
and Judy McClure, and published in the Fremont Tribune. A State Sales Tax number and a Federal ID were also
obtained. Once the Federal ID and Sales Tax Number were in place, then grant monies could be pursued.
By the April 5, 1986 meeting a Proclamation from then Governor Kerrey
was read which proclaimed the last
weekend in July as Nebraska Quilters’
Weekend. A raffle quilt designed by
Paulette Peters called “Prairie Sunrise”
had been designed, made, the quilting
was finished and it was already being
bound. Each registrant at the Summer
Meeting was provided with a copy
of this raffle quilt pattern. The 1987
raffle quilt being designed by Diane
Deahl and constructed by Lincoln area
quilters was already in progress. The
first newsletter had been mailed to
3,700 people.

Proclamation from State of Nebraska (1986)

By the April 5th meeting, 404 people had joined NSQG. By the May 10,
1986 meeting NSQG already had over 600 members.
Our 25 years of existence had been kicked off with lots of hours of
planning and work. More in the next newsletter issue!
Photo of Prairie Sunrise - NSQG’s First Raffle Quilt (1986)

Submitted by Sandy Hanson, 2010 NSQG President
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Threads Across Nebraska 2010

October 1 and 2 , 2010 - Threads Across Nebraska
- Grand Island - Midtown Holiday Inn.
st

nd

Threads Across Nebraska is in the planning stages. I have heard from
a few of the guilds across the state concerning their contact person and
meeting schedule. I really need to hear from everyone so I can make
contact with all the groups and not miss anyone. The quilt requests
should be sent out by the first of May so we can catch the groups that
don’t meet during the summer.
Mark October 1st and 2nd on your calendar. By attending Threads Across Nebraska you will be helping the state guild
promote the growth of quilting in the state through the education program and Quilt Gatherings.
Please send your group/guild’s information to LeAnne Killion at 4315 29th Ave Pl., Kearney, NE, 68845 or e-mail it
to me at lkillion@frontiernet.net.
Submitted by LeAnne Killion, Threads Chair

QNE 2010 25 Years of Friendship

As we write this the sun is shining and the snow is melting! This is almost as exciting as
what is being planned for those attending Quilt Nebraska in North Platte July 22nd, 23rd, 24th
and 25th.
The classes and lectures have been selected and the registration booklet is being prepared.
The registration will be available on the NSQG website after April 15th. If you would like to
have a copy mailed to you, fill out the form that was in the February 2010 NSQG newsletter
25 Years of Friendship and send it and $6 to Fay Kliewer.
Hope you have made your room reservations at Quality Inn & Suites. Their phone number is 308-532-9090. There
was a mix-up at the registration desk and some of you were told that there were no longer any rooms available. This
has been corrected. Be sure to tell them that you will be attending Quilt Nebraska so you can get the special rate.
Remember that your breakfast is included in the price of your sleeping room, so if you choose to stay at another
location you will be responsible for paying for your breakfast.
Looking forward to seeing all of you in North Platte in hot, sunny July!

Interested In Overseeing Quilt
Department at NE State Fair?
Joseph McDermott, the Executive Director of the Nebraska
State Fair, has contacted NSQG in search of individual(s) who
is interested in the paid part-time position (salary of $600 $800 for the project) of overseeing the quilt department at the
fair. This position involves oversight of the entire department.
Responsibilities would include preparation of the entry book,
working with computerized entries, set up the quilt area, work
with the Quilt Guild to hang the quilts, staff the quilt display and
tear down the display after the Fair. This is a brief description of
the responsibilities, but it should give you the scope of the task.
This is not the people that are committees within NSQG, but
someone who would be working for the State Fair over the new
Quilting Department. If you are interested in this position,
please contact Joseph McDermott, Nebraska State Fair Board,
Executive Director, Phone: 308-382-1685, Fax: 308-384-1555,
www.statefair.org.
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Submitted by Sandy Hanson, NSQG 2010 President

Submitted by Fay Kliewer (402-737-3303),
Shirley Lavene (308-876-2546), Barb Hinrichs
(308-324-7218), QNE10 Co-Chairs

30s for 30 Quilt Block Challenge
The American Quilt Study Group (AQSG), a non-profit organization dedicated to preserving the history of quilts
and quiltmaking, is turning 30! We invite you to join the celebration by participating in a nationwide block challenge
called “30s for 30” (see details below). For every 30 blocks received, one person’s name will be drawn to win those
blocks.
To learn more about AQSG and our annual Seminar, please visit our website at
www.americanquiltstudygroup.org. Happy Quilting!
►

Blocks must be 12-1/2” square (to finish to a 12-inch block) and made of either 1930s reproduction fabrics
or vintage 1930s fabrics. Fabrics must be 100% cotton. Please prewash/preshrink all fabrics.

►

Blocks may be any design and any color combination, in keeping with the 1930s fabric.

►

Send your blocks to the address below, along with a donation of $3 for the first block, and $1 for each
block there after sent at the same time. Block donations from groups are welcome. Any funds collected in
excess of those needed to complete the project will be donated to the AQSG Endowment fund.

►

The blocks will be photographed and the photos will be posted on the AQSG website, along with the
maker’s name and state (or country).

►

Blocks will be compiled into sets of thirty. At Seminar 2010 in Minneapolis (October 14-17), we will have
a drawing for the various sets. For each block that you send, your name will be entered once into the
drawing. You do not need to be present to win.

►

Deadline for submitting blocks is October 1, 2010.

Send your blocks and payment (checks made payable to AQSG) to: AQSG 30s for 30 c/o Paula Pahl, 9304
Sugarstone Circle, Highlands Ranch, CO, 80130. Be sure to include your name, address and phone number. If you
have questions, please contact Paula at the address above or email: paulapahl@q.com or phone 303-204-2821.
Submitted by Mary Persyn, President AQSG
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Appreciation Quilt Given to Outgoing 2009
NSQG President Merikay Gengenbach

Sandy Hanson, current NSQG President, presented Merikay Gengenbach, 2009 NSQG President, with a
quilt of appreciation. This quilt was patterned after an antique top admired by Sandy. The back of the quilt
contains a signed block from everyone who contributed a block for the front; thus creating quite a unique
label. Judy Woodworth of Gering machine quilted the gift. Sandy also gave Merikay a thimble charm in
addition to the quilt made by the members of the
2009 Board and Committee members.

2009
NSQG President Merikay Gengenbach (left) is presented with an appreciation
quilt and a thimble charm by 2010 NSQG President Sandy Hanson (right)

Submitted by Jean Ford, NSQG Historian
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