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For the sixth year NSQG has participated with the 4-H Foundation to award
cash prizes to 4-H participants in the Quilt Quest project. These items are
chosen by the state fair judges to receive an award for their outstanding efforts
in all areas of the project. The Quilt Quest project is designed for those age
10 and older to make a quilt or apply the quilt concept to other skills that may
include design techniques or applications
with computers, painting, stained glass,
photography,
math,
woodworking,
careers, writing, and preserving. Quilt
Quest, a Nebraska created program
with strong connections to the
International Quilt Study Center, has
become a world-wide project being
used throughout the US, in Africa
to teach job skills and Japan’s school
system.
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Premier Long Arm
Quilted Hand Guided
by Hannah Kesterson
Service Project Quilt by
Sara Valentine

The purpose of the awards is to recognize
outstanding workmanship, encourage
participation in all aspects of the project
curriculum, and create an awareness of
the Nebraska State Quilt Guild’s efforts
around and within the state. We hope
that the awards to these children will
perhaps lead to future membership in our group. Also,
many of the names of current and past award winners
continue to appear in the open class area of competition
for quilts.
Phyllis Schoenholz, 4-H Youth
Specialist, said the Quilt Quest
project has really increased since
2006—the first year for the
project. Entries in 2006 of
140 had increased to 175 in
2007 with the 2011 results
approaching 200+ entries. As
you can see, this has become
and continues to be a very
popular project. This year
the 4-H Foundation boosted
the award amounts to $40
Continued on Page 4
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President’s Message . . .

Greetings to Fellow NSQG Members and Friends,
Who thought the last President’s Message during my term in office would be so hard!
I love writing, but for this article I have experienced “Writer’s Block”. Perhaps the
reason is because in all the other articles I was either writing about specific people or
specific quilts. Perhaps the mental block is due to the finality of my term in office
which ends soon. In any event, what I decided to write about, Quilt Mojo, did not
come until the deadline hit.
Over a year ago, Katy Coleman was the guest artist/speaker at Region I’s Quilters
Day Out in Auburn. Katy’s theme was one’s quilting mojo. Her definition of mojo
was what one has passion for in the quilting world. Each person’s mojo is different.
For some, mojo is found in quilt design, use of color, or texture in fabric. For others,
mojo might be machine piecing or long arm quilting. Mojo could be the thrill of
using up every piece of fabric in one’s fabric stash, collecting quilts, studying quilt
history, teaching classes, taking workshops learning every new technique, lecturing
on quilts, or striving for Purple Ribbons in State Fair or other competitions. The list
of possibilities can go on and on.
Few people can do it all for a variety of reasons: lack of time, lack of talent, lack
of energy, lack of resources, other pressing priorities, etc. Katy’s presentation and
a question posed by Laura Franchini as we sat selling NSQG raffle tickets at Quilt
Expo challenged me to formulate my personal quilting mojo.

Susan Weber

President

2425 Folkways Blvd Apt 329 Lincoln, NE 68521
402-438-4753
susanjweber4@yahoo.com

402-641-4675

Sandra Kosch
355 S Walnut St.
402-527-5676

President-Elect
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LeeAnn Meduna
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I will first tell you what I have discovered over the years about my own mojo. I still
cannot sew a straight line on a sewing machine….even with the sewing line marked.
Thus, I prefer hand piecing. Likewise, I have done very simple quilting (in the ditch)
on the sewing machine, but because of my skill with the machine, the pieces are
nothing to write home about and should never be entered in competition. Thus, I
still prefer hand quilting. However, when I compare my early hand quilting stitches
from the late 80’s and early 90’s, my quilt stitches today are less than desirable …or
not up to my personal standard of success. Though hand piecing and hand quilting
are my quilting mojo, they are not as pleasurable now as before notwithstanding how
time consuming both are.

Jocelynn Gray (2nd yr)
412 Martin Dr. N
402-293-3178

I gave up county and state fair competition early on after winning Best of County
on a Fourth of July hand pieced and hand quilted wall hanging from Chris Wolfe
Edmonds’ book, A Quilt For All Seasons. That is probably my most favorite piece.
It is completely hand pieced and quilted and won Best of County at the Saline
County Fair. It went on to State Fair competition, but when I went to find it, it was
no where to be found among the quilts. (Later I found out it was hung with the Best
of County items which included all needle arts, not just quilts.) That produced so
much stress; I was forever put off from further quilt competition.

Esther Kleinkauf (1st yr) Region III Director
901 Tomahawk Rd
North Platte, NE 69101
308-532-1401
toshindo715@msn.com

Part of my quilt mojo has been collecting quilts and comforters which I have called
a poor man’s collection. Though not of the James, Ghormley, or Dillow level, my
collection was a treasure to me. Most of it has gone hither and yon and with it the
passion for collecting due to forced downsizing. Part of my quilt mojo is my love of
quilt history. Part of my quilt mojo is creative design…of very limited execution due
to those other priorities over the years: teaching of the blind and visually impaired,
Braille production for my students, caretaking activities for my husband.
Now that my husband is deceased and I am retired from active teaching, I have more
time to devote to my quilt mojo. But, will I? On a personal level, I do not know.
Some of my personal priorities have taken precedence over the quilting part of my
life. Over the years, my quilting mojo took up only a small slice of the pie in my
life of many interests. What I do know is that my quilt mojo still includes lecturing,
giving programs, telling about quilt related books, judging the 4-H Quilt Competition
at the Lancaster County Fair, networking with Quilters, working on group projects,
belonging to NSQG, supporting events at IQSCM, touting the successes of other
quilters, sharing quilts and the quilt world with children, and making doll blankets
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Membership in NSQG is open to all
individuals. New members will continue to be
welcomed at any time. Memberships run from
January 1st through December 31st. Dues are
$25.00 per year. Please send all change of
address information and dues to Darice Cecil:
Darice Cecil
Membership Chair NSQG
2625 Rathbone Rd.
Lincoln, NE 68502
402-476-9124
dcecil@neb.rr.com
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www.nsqg.org
Visit our web site and keep current
on the state guild’s events
and news.

Nebraska State Quilt Guild
Newsletter / Advertising
We invite the submission of previously unpublished
documents
and
personal
correspondence from our readers. We reserve
the right to publish, in whole or in part, any
letters or submitted articles we receive. While
we cannot accept responsibility for unsolicited
material, we would be happy to return it to its
author if a stamped, self-addressed envelope
is included.
The NSQG newsletter is published six times
a year. Publication deadline is the 15th of the
months of February, April, June, August,
October, and December. Articles are due
to the editor by the 25th of the previous
publication month:

for my grandchildren. I also love telling/writing detailed stories of how some of
my quilts developed. At least for the rest of this year, my quilting mojo has to be
channeled into carrying out the duties of your NSQG president. Then 2012 will be
spent helping support the creation of the two special NSQG competition quilts for
the Governor’s Mansion and for the Beatrice Homestead Monument. Who knows
how my quilting mojo will be by 2013.
My challenge to you is to find and articulate your own personal
mojo. It will not look like mine or anyone else’s. Hopefully though,
it will include a sense of belonging and ongoing commitment to
Nebraska State Quilt Guild. Remember, ask not what NSQG can
give to you. Ask what you can give to NSQG.

A Stitch In Time.... Susan Weber

NSQG PRESIDENT

December 25th for February 15th Issue
February 25th for April 15th Issue
April 25th for June 15th Issue
June 25th for August 15th Issue
August 25th for October 15th Issue
October 25th for December 15th Issue
The editor reserves the right to accept or reject
advertising requests. Ads must be quilt related.
Advertising must be submitted by the 20th
of each previous publication month, i.e.
February 20th for the April publication:

NSQG ADVERTISING OPPORTUNITIES

It is time to request space for a listing ad or to renew your current listing ad
in the NSQG newsletter. The NSQG newsletter is published six times a
year. NSQG is pleased to offer advertising opportunities to you. There
are two versions of
December 20th for February 15th Issue
advertising available
February 20th for April 15th Issue
to you: 1) listing
April 20th for Jume 15th Issue
ads and 2) graphic
June 20th for August 15th Issue
ads. The cost of the
August 20th for October 15th Issue
listing is based on an
October 20th for December 15th Issue
annual basis and will
Camera ready ads must be either jpegs, tiffs,
be $50.00 for the year.
or psd (Photoshop) files. If you don’t have
You may opt for this
a camera ready ad, please contact the editor to
ad at any time during
contract an ad design. Check with the editor for
the year and your ad
ad rates and sizes available. Ads are placed on a
will run in every 2012
space available basis. All ads must be preissue after we receive
paid. Please make your check payable to NSQG.
payment for your
Mail payment with ad materials to the Editor.
listing ad. See page 6
of this newsletter for a
Betz McMahon
Newsletter Editor NSQG
sample of this listing.
PO Box 865
Wisner, NE 68791
The other version of
402-529-3543
betzmc@cableone.net
advertising we offer
is a graphic/display
SHOP HOP ADVERTISERS...
ad format. This type
be thinking ahead and don’t miss out on this
of ad runs on issue
opportunity to promote your business in
basis only. Rates for
these ads are listed
our February 2012 newsletter.
The
to the left. Details
advertising deadline for the February issue is
on when, what and
December 20th, 2011. Let me know if you
how to submit your
have an ad to submit by the deadline and
ad requests are found
I will work it into the February newsletter,
in the left column of
given space is available.
this page.
Submitted by Betz McMahon, NSQG Newsletter Editor
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Continued from Page 1
and $70 in prize money by a partnership of funds from NSQG and Nebraska Cooperative Council. We currently give
$375 and I will request an increase to $500 for 2012 in the budget planning.
If you wish to know more about Quilt Quest you can go to the website 4h.unl.edu and click on Pick Your Project,
click Family & Cons. Science, click Clothing & Textiles and scroll to the middle of the page. The project book is
now in a CD format for $9.95 with additional CD’s for Block 1 for $7.95 and recently released Block 2 for $7.95 to
get additional suggestions to work on the project. Do you participate in the education of 4-H quilt makers in your
county? Do you see your county represented in the award list of names? Check with your local extension service
today to see what you can do to promote the 4-H Quilt Quest project.
1. Exploring Quilts - Anna Schouboe - Jefferson County
2. Quilt Designs Other Than Fabric - Carlie Reineke - Lancaster County
3. Wearable Art - Josie Thompson - Wayne County
4. Intergenerational Quilt - Halle Plumbtree - Nance County
5. Service Project Quilt - Sara Valentine - Buffalo County
6. Level I Quilted Exhibit - Jenna Williams - Brown, Keya Paha and R ock Counties
7. Level I Quilted Exhibit - Abigail Olson - Custer County
8. Level II Quilted Exhibit - Janina Diedrichsen - Platte County
9. Level II Quilted Exhibit - Nicole Japp - Washington County 10. Level III Quilted Exhibit - Sara Larington - Red Willow County
11. Level III Quilted Exhibit - Emily Manning - Saline County
12. Premier Sewing Machine Quilted - Sara Valentine - Buffalo County
13. Premier Long Arm Quilted Hand Guided - Hannah Kesterson - Box Butte County
14. Premier Long Arm Computerized - Lacey Uden - Adams County
Also winning was Computer Exploration - Mattie Windholz - Dundy County; winners of 1 through 11 were given $40 cash awards and
winners of 12 through 14 were given $70 cash awards.
Submitted by Carol Kusek

Quilts left to right correspond to list
above 7, 1, 9, 11, 2, 3, 8, 10, 4, 14, 12, 6.
Quilts 13 and 5 are on page 1.

4-H
Quilt
Quest
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Homestead National Monument Quilt Design Competition Winner is
Jan Stehlik of Dorchester, Nebraska
Congratulations to Jan Stehlik (Dorchester, NE) on her award winning design, “Images of Homesteading” for the Homestead
National Monument of America to commemorate the 150th anniversary of the Homestead Act of 1862. The quilt top will be
constructed during the upcoming winter months in time to be hung behind the original Homestead Act signed by Abraham
Lincoln on display from the National Archives in the spring. The quilt will be handquilted by NSQG members and the Homestead
Quilting Club in time for display at QuiltNebraska 2012 in July. Following this, the quilt will be returned for permanent display
at the Homestead National Monument of America near Beatrice, Nebraska. This contest was sponsored by The Nebraska State
Quilt Guild and Homestead National Monument of America. This quilt will honor thousands of homesteaders who made quilts
to warm their bodies, to act as curtains, bed coverings, and room dividers in their homes, and to express themselves through
quilting.
This quilt is quite reminiscent of Stehlik’s book, Sod House Treasures and Other Nebraska Quilt Patterns, written and published
in 1984. The quilt size will be 50 by 70 inches and will hang vertically. The words “Homestead Act 1862” will appear in the quilt
between a row of Flying Geese at the top of the quilt and central motif of nine blocks. These are from Stehlik’s book: Windmill,
Star, Four Winds, Wild Rose, Goldenrod, Cabin House, Cornhusker Star, Moldboard Plow, and Cottonwood. The bottom will
feature a lower border of Prairie Trails and Wagon Roads on point. Side borders will feature curves of applique to represent the
streams and rivers that define boundaries and passages as well as early walking trails across the state.
This quilted wall hanging for the Homestead National Monument of America is Nebraska State Quilt Guild’s way of honoring
all the homesteaders and quilters who established the pioneer part of our country. It is a way for us to recognize our history. Jan
notes, “I love the quilt traditions, and I love Nebraska flora, fauna, history, and people. Based on some traditional quilt designs,
this quilt embodies all those traditions”.
Jan Stehlik is a retired art instructor teaching many years at Dorchester Public Schools. Her interest in quilting came through
her work with Lutheran World Relief quilts of which she is still a part. During the early years of Nebraska State Quilt Guild,
Jan served as Education Chair beginning the Quilting in the Classroom Program. She is also a member of Lincoln Quilt Guild,
American Quilt Study Group and Blue Valley Quilt Guild at Seward. Stehlik co-chaired the first Quilt History Day held at
Dorchester in conjunction with the Nebraska Quilt History Project. Jan has given quilt programs for over 37 years all over
Nebraska. She has also been an instructor for QuiltNebraska and other classes. One of her special interests is quilt history.
Stehlik’s research on the Omaha World Herald’s Quilts was published in Uncoverings, 1990. She is an active member of the
Saline County and Milford Area Historical Societies. Jan’s most recent accomplishment was co-designer and co-piecer of the
NSQG Raffle Quilt, “Stars Across Nebraska….and beyond, 2011.”
NSQG is looking forward to the creation of “Images of Homesteading.” Members who are interested in helping with the
construction of the quilt top are asked to contact Susan Weber (susanjweber4@yahoo.com). If you are willing to share vintage
fabrics or Civil War era reproduction fabrics, either send them to Susan or let her know. The committee has several members
already, but can use more. Funding for this quilt will come from Frieda Weber Memorial monies. Frieda was the aunt of Susan
Weber’s husband, Marvin. She was a school teacher and had a fondness for quilts. Frieda Weber would be proud of this joint
venture between NSQG and the Homestead National Monument of America.

Submitted by Susan Weber, NSQG President 2011

Volunteer Opportunity

Nebraska State Quilt Guild (NSQG) has an immediate need for a volunteer to serve in the role as
President’s Assistant
Position is for the year 2012, beginning in January. Duties would include (but not be limited to):
•
preparing agenda with input from the president;
•
getting agenda items and committee reports, etc. ready in print form for meetings;
•
notifying board members and committee chairs of meetings and receiving RSVPs
regarding attendance;
•
securing board meeting site and arranging for refreshments/luncheon;
•
attending business and annual meetings keeping notes for the president.
If you are interested or able to serve, please contact either:
Susan Weber, (402) 438-4753
susanjweber4@yahoo.com

Submitted by Susan Weber, NSQG President 2011

Sandra Kosch, (402) 527-5676
bk03935@windstream.net

5

Quilt Shops & Related Businesses

FULLERTON
Calico Annie’s Quilt Shop
210 Broadway - PO Box 661
Fullerton, NE 68638
308-536-2925
www.calicoanniesquiltshop.com
calicoannie@qwestoffice.net
Mon-Fri: 9 - 5; Sat: 9 - Noon

CAMBRIDGE

Cottage Inspirations
710 Nasby St.
Cambridge, NE 69022
308-697-4000
www.cottageinspirations.com
cottage@cottageinspirations.com
Tues-Fri 11 - 5:30; Sat 10 - 4

HEMINGFORD

Pat’s Creative
7355 Gage Road
Hemingford, NE 69348
308-487-3999
www.patscreative.com
fabricfun@bbc.net
Mon-Fri 10 - 5; Sat 10 - 4
Quilting Cottons, Flannels, Batiks,
Notions, Books, Buttons, Patterns

HOLDREGE

Quilter’s Delight
323 West Ave.
Holdrege, NE 68949
308-995-2728

...........................

...........................

ARAPAHOE

Wagner’s Quilts & Conversation
New Location!! (2 1/2 blocks E of Subway)
404 Chestnut
Arapahoe, NE 68922
308-962-8458
www.wagnersquiltsandconversation.com
wagnersquilts@live.com
Mon-Fri 9 - 6; Sat 9 - 4

www.quiltersdelight-nebraska.blogspot.com

quilter@atcjet.net
Mon-Wed & Fri 9:30 - 5:30;
Thurs till 7; Sat till 4

ADVERTISING OPPORTUNITY

PAWNEE CITY

Heavenly Treasures, Inc.
700 9th St.
Pawnee City, NE 68420
402-852-2270
www.heavenlytreasurespc.com
heavenly4125@yahoo.com
Mon - Fri 10 - 5, Sat 10 - 3

PETERSBURG

The Roost - Quilt Retreat Center
1348 Beaver Valley Road
Petersburg, NE 68652
402-386-5558
mbwag@gpcom.net
Available for groups
January to October

YORK

The Quilt Basket
718 Lincoln Ave.
York, NE 68467
402-362-5737
www.thequiltbasket-york.com
info@thequiltbasket-york.com
Mon-Fri 9:30 - 5:30;
Thurs till 7; Sat 9:30 - 3
Great Fabrics, Kits and Notions

Your shop can run an ad listing, such as these, for $50 per year. As an extra bonus you will receive a listing
in the membership book and be listed on the NSQG website under the Quilt shop tab with a short description of
your store and a link to your website. Contact the NSQG Newsletter Editor, Betz McMahon at 402-529-3543
or betzmc@cableone.net to add your shop to these listings.

Check out IQSCM upcoming events at www.quiltstudy.org/visit_us/events.

Location: 1523 North 33rd St, Lincoln, Nebraska. Hours: Tuesday - Saturday 10 - 4 pm, Sunday 1 - 4 pm. 402-472-6549
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A listing of IQSCM’s events:
May 28 - January 8, 2012, Elegant Geometry: American & British Mosaic Patchwork Exhibition. Bridget Long,
British quilt historian, curates an in-depth look at the international variety of intricately cut and constructed quilts
based on paper templates pieced textiles.
December 14, 2011 - January 2, 2012, Museum Closed for Holiday Season
January 6 - July 29, 2012, “Tribute to Ardis James” exhibition features quilts donated in her honor by many of today’s
leading quilt artists.
January 13 - September 23, “What’s in a Name - Inscribed Quilts” exhibition
January 24, Noon, Tuesday Talk: “The Robert and Helen Cargo Collection of African American Quilts”,
Curator Marin Hanson
January 28, 10:00 am or 2:00 pm, Workshop: “My Doll and I Discover Quilts Tell Stories”, led by Sheila Green,
Registration required, call 402-472-6549
February 3, 4:30 to 7 pm with Lecture at 5:30 pm, Public Lecture: Jeanette Eileen Jones, Associate Professor of
History and Ethnic Studies and Jill Kessler - “Being in Total Control of Herself ” The Story Quilts of Yvonne Wells.”
February 28, Noon, Tuesday Talk: “Planning and Designing the Jean Ray Laury: Getting It all Together”, Exhibition
Curator Marin Hanson and Assistant Curator Jonathan Gregory.
Details on these events can be found on IQSCM’s online event calendar at the website listed above. More Public tours have
been added due to the interest and commitment of our wonderful volunteers. Public tours of the exhibition each day TuesdaySaturday at 11:00am and Saturday at 1:00 pm. The museum is offering scheduled tours for small groups who will be taken into
the care and conversation laboratory for a close up look at rare textiles and to learn about quilt care, guided by a museum curator.
Check the website for more details about these tours.
Submitted by Maureen Ose, Communications Coordinator IQSCM and Information from the NSQG web site -www.nsqg.org

October 7, 2011 - February 26, 2012

Quilting Events

Yvonne Wells: Quilted Messages exhibit will showcase the narrative pictorial quilts of the Alabama folk artist. This exhibit will be at
IQSCM. With subject matter and themes ranging from civil rights in the South to the Biblical Ten Commandments. Wells’ quilts provide a
thought provoking visual experience. It will introduce visitors to the quilts of Yvonne Wells, an influential and prolific contemporary artist.

January 13 - February 5, 2012

It’s Quilting Time At Stuhr Museum: Quilt Show. “Award Winning Miniature Quilts & More - Featured Quilter - Pat Kuhns”
Pat’s winning miniatures, her doll bed collection with doll quilts, miniature beds with mini quilts, and more will be on display, 2nd Floor,
Dome Display. “2012 Quilt Exhibit & Contest: Opposites Attract”, Main Gallery, “Quilts & Textiles from the Railroad Town, Lacy
Hall”.

January 6 - July 29, 2012

Tribute to Ardis James. Ardis James loved quilts and all things about quiltmaking. Her legacy will live on in many ways, including one of
her primary passions, the International Quilt Study Center & Museum. This tribute will be at IQSCM. Since the original donation of the
Ardis and Robert James Collection in 1997 and the establishment of the IQSCM, Ardis remained actively informed of and involved in the
workings of the center until her passing in July 2011. This exhibit features quilts donated in her honor by leading studio quilt artists. To
date that list includes: Sonya Lee Barrington, Pauline Burbidge, Dorothy Caldwell, Gayle Fraas and Duncan Slade, Wendy Huhn,
Michael James, Judith Larzelere, Terrie Mangat, Therese May, Linda MacDonald, Ellen Oppenheimer, Joan Schulze, Lynn
Setterington, Susie Shie and Sandra Sider.

January 13 - September 23, 2012

What’s in a Name? Inscribed Quilts. A small number of quilters in the past inscribed their work with names, dates, locations and
sentimental phrases that expressed friendship, personal values and interests, helped to raise funds to support religious or social organizations,
or simply left a legacy of the maker’s life. What’s in a Name? is an exhibit at IQSCM and reveals the amazing stories that we can discover by
researching and tracing clues found in the words inscribed by the makers on these extraordinary quilts of yesteryear.

March 17, 2012

National Quilting Day 2012 will be held Saturday, March 17th at the International Quilt Study Center & Museum.
The doors will be open 8 am to 4 pm; join us for this FREE action packed day of quilting! We will have continuous demonstrations on
all 3 floors 9 am to 3 pm. Our popular lectures in the Seminar Room will feature the NSQG Raffle Quilt and its makers, Dr. Julie Reed
(Physical Therapist), Chris Taylor (“Inspired by Fabric”) and Diane Harris of Quiltmaker Magazine. Invite quilting wannabees for “Let’s
Learn How to Piece a Quilt” and hand sewing techniques for piecing, quilting and applique on the museum’s third floor. Come and learn
contemporary Surface Design Techniques. Quilts of Valor will be our featured Outreach Project. There will be tours of the museum’s
exhibitions: Tribute to Ardis James, Jean Ray Laury: Getting It all Together, and What’s in a Name? Inscribed Quilts. We are grateful to
our sponsors: will be the Lincoln Quilters Guild, the Nebraska State Quilt Guild, Handi Quilter and Sew Creative - Lincoln and Omaha
for making this day possible. Steering Committee: Sheila Green, Chair, Shirley Chaffin, Rebecca Schafer, Carolyn Garner, Barbara Caron
(IQSCM Liaison) and Sandra Kosch (NSQG Liaison). Mark your calendars! It will be a day you won’t want to miss! Updates at
www.lincolnquiltersguild.org and www.nsgq.org.

Region I NSQG Directors Hosted a Quilt Gathering
Sharon Clark of Auburn and Gloria Bernadt of Hebron are Region I Directors for NSQG and they hosted a quilt gathering at the
Thayer County Conference Center in Deshler on September 24th at 1:00 in the afternoon. Thirty-six quilters from as far away as Omaha
attended the event which was about crazy quilting. The speakers for the afternoon were Gloria who spoke on constructing crazy quilt
blocks and decorating them with traditional as well as modern embellishments; and Terri Melby of Mankato, KS, who spoke on silk ribbon
embroidery techniques and the many types of ribbon available. Both ladies displayed some of their completed projects. Several quilters
in the audience also showed their crazy quilts as well as some other types of quilts. Susan Weber of Lincoln, State President of NSQG,
invited non-members to join the state guild and she also announced the winner of the design contest for a quilt to be made and displayed
at the Beatrice Homestead National Monument in 2012 in observance of the 150th anniversary of the Homestead Act. Door prizes were
given out and refreshments were served.

Submitted by Gloria Bernadt, NSQG Region I Director

Gloria Bernadt in front of a basket
framed with a crazy quilt border.
Terri Melby with her crazy
heart quilt.
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GREAT PROFESSORS + GREAT CLASSES + GREAT ENTERTAINMENT + GREAT
ROOM AND BOARD = “QUILT MAGICK” AT QNE 2012
What do Joel & Bobbie Bergquist, Mary Ellen Kranz, Libby Lehman, Gina Perkes, Sharon Schamber and an outstanding line-up
of regional professors have in common? They are all coming to Thimble Threads Academy to help students of the quilted arts
from the Realm of Nebraska and beyond to sharpen their magical sewing skills. (It has been said that Professor Lehman turned
down a trip to South Africa just to attend QNE 2012!) That’s right; La Vista, Nebraska, is the place to be in July 2012!
There will be so much magic to choose from, it will be hard to decide your top three classes and other activities to experience.
The professors and prefects are hard at work to make your weekend rewarding and fun.
The innkeepers of the Embassy Suites promise lots of mouth watering food (and they will do the dishes), free nightly libations,
spacious 2-room suites with comfy beds, and they will tidy up your room every morning. No housecleaning/laundry,
no meal preparation, no child and/or husband minding, just you, your quilting wizard friends and everything
that it takes to enjoy a quilting weekend away from home (even if you just live a few miles away)! Reservations
can NOW be made through the QNE 2012 website: www.quiltne2012.org and there is no time like the present
to check this item off your “to-do” list and the “price is right”.
As the next few months roll by, so comes the winter weather, ideal for indoor sports, like, quilting. We hope you
consider participating in our convention challenge, friendship block and exchanges as well as perhaps displaying
your Halloween/Fantasy quilts in our “First Ever, Never Shall Be Done Again”, Halloween/Fantasy Quilt Exhibit.
Information can be found on the website and soon you can even do your friendship block and exchange ahead of time before
the registration booklet is available, giving you extra time to get things done before the convention. You know how we all wait
until the last minute, well; now, we are giving you an opportunity to get a jump on getting things done!
Why are we so enthusiastic about all these things? We hope you all are considering which Hall of Fame House to belong as each
House will compete for the coveted “Golden Thimble” Award for outstanding participation. Houses will gain points for each
member who participates in the challenge, friendship block and friendship exchanges, a quilt or quilted art in the Halloween/
Fantasy Exhibit, being a professor helper in the classroom, going on the Boys Town excursion and/or the Midnight Mischief
Shop Hop, and joining in the fun with a quilt in the Pajama Party Show and Tell. Points will also be awarded to those of you
who come dressed for the occasion (black robes during the day and dress robes for the banquets if you like). Rumors abound of
robe and hat designing already! Small groups are deciding to belong to one House, or divide in two or more Houses to compete
against each other. How cool is that? Now, points can be deducted from Houses as well, so remember what House table to sit
during meals, being punctual for classes, meals and events. It
will be all in good fun and there will be more surprises
to come!

h

Remember, QuiltNebraska is aimed
for its members to experience
fellowship, top-notch quilting
experience and fun. Do you know
a past member that may want to
return this year or someone
new who may enjoy their first
quilting weekend? Consider a
Nebraska State Quilt Guild membership as a
gift to someone this holiday season and don’t
forget to renew your membership as well.
Owls are getting ready to deliver your School
Invitation in the spring. Keep checking the
website and look for occasional blast emails
of convention updates. You can also email
anyone on the staff with questions. We love
hearing from you!
On behalf of the staff of ThimbleThreads
Academy, thanks for all your support!
“Let the Magic Begin”

Submitted by Headmistress Pat Varner,
QNE2012 Chair
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Merry Christmas!

GREAT NEW HALLOWEEN FABRICS +
YOUR CREATIVITY =

SPOOKTACULAR
Halloween Quilt Show!

Think about wizards and witches, owls, a sor�ng hat, pumpkins
for the Halloween feast, Cel�c designs, or whatever your crea�vity
designs.

Be a part of the exclusive “First Ever, Never Shall Be Again Halloween/Fantasy Quilt
Exhibi�on” at Nebraska Quilt 2012 to be held in LaVista, Nebraska in July, 2012. The theme
of the conven�on is “Quilt Magick” and you can be a part of the Thimble Threads Academy
mee�ng at the Embassy Suites. Even if you don’t plan to a�end, you are encouraged to send
one of your Halloween crea�ons.

It’s not a compe��on; however viewers will vote for their favorites. Go to the website
www.quiltne2012.org for more details about the fun week-end.

Contact Janice Lippinco� @ jlippinco�@huntel.net or call 402-533-9303 for more details.

GOVERNOR’S MANSION QUILT DESIGN COMPETITION WINNER IS SHELLY BURGE
Congratulations to Shelly Burge on her award winning design, “Meadowlark Dance,” to be constructed and quilted
during 2012. The winning design was chosen by the Governor’s Mansion Residence Committee during their October
meeting. Upon completion of the quilt, it will hang in the Governor’s Mansion in Lincoln as a gift from NSQG to
and for the people of Nebraska. Shelly will be involved with a group of interested NSQG members in the making of
the quilt. She will draft the pattern which is basically eight elongated triangle shaped blocks for the center and four
right angle triangles to fill out the corners. Shelly will help with fabric selection as well as quilting designs. Merikay
Berg has volunteered to hand quilt this very special quilt which will be given as a gift to our state.
Shelly Burge began quilting in 1973, “just to use up fabric scraps”. She started entering quilted items in the Nebraska
State Fair in 1977 and has received close to 150 ribbons including four Pride of Nebraska awards. Her quilts have won
numerous honors in national quilt contests such as the IQA, NQA and AQS shows, plus her work has been exhibited
in Europe, Russia and Japan.
Shelly started teaching quilting in 1983. Her resumé includes teaching at numerous Houston Quilt Festivals, NQA,
and AQS shows along with quilt guilds across the country. In 2000 she served on the teaching staff of Quilt Expo
Europa in Strasbourg, France. She was presented the first Jewel Pearce Patterson Scholarship sponsored by the
International Quilt Association in 1992. Shelly was a nominee for the 2004 Quilting Teacher of the Year Award. She
is the author of two quilting books, and she publishes a line of patterns.
Shelly was one of the founders of the Nebraska State Quilt Guild and is a past president of NSQG. She volunteers
at the International Quilt Study Center in Lincoln. In 2009 she was named to the Nebraska Quilters’ Hall of Fame.
She is currently studying to become a National Quilt Association Certified judge.
Shelly and her husband have two grown children and three adorable grandchildren. They live on an acreage outside
of Lincoln.
Shelly notes that she is excited about working on this quilt project and says, “Depicting my fascination for the Great
Plains in my quilts is a challenge that I love to work with. I have always been influenced by the wide open spaces, the
huge sky and the soft warm colors of the native grasses in Nebraska; these have become reoccurring themes in my
work. I learned to sew when I was four years old, but I didn’t start quilting until my early twenties. The first pieces I
did were made using traditional quilt block patterns, but I soon found that I enjoyed tweaking those patterns to make
the blocks look different, and I wasn’t satisfied making quilts that looked like everyone elses. It wasn’t long before I
was doing my own original designs and many of those incorporated themes from Nebraska.”
“Meadowlarks have always been a particular favorite of mine. I have completed three quilts using them as the focal
point. Because I work primarily with commercial fabrics in my quilts, one challenge I face is finding just the right
printed fabrics to create the small details in the designs. In some of my quilts, I have painted over the fabrics to add
emphasis and dimension to the figures. That has led me to painting whole cloth to create my own designs on the fabric,
which has led me to doing pieces that are more abstract. I find that even as I have been doing more contemporary
work, my pieces are still rooted in tradition.”
NSQG is looking forward to the creation of “Meadowlark Dance”. Members who are interested in
helping with the construction of the quilt top are asked to contact Shelly Burge, Sandra Kosch, or
Susan Weber.
Submitted by Susan Weber, NSQG President 2011

NSQG Mission Statement

The Nebraska State Quilt Guild is a non-profit
organization established to perpetuate the art of quilt
making and its heritage while encouraging future
opportunities through growth, education, inspiration,
and fellowship.

BOARD MINUTES

Guild members should check the NSQG web
site for the current and past board minutes
at www.nsqg.org or contact NSQG Secretary
LeeAnn Meduna at meduna@gtmc.net for
additional information.
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“Magic of the Rose” Raffle Quilt 2012 has been traveling to shows and area quilt guilds. Ticket sales have been brisk with only
600 left. After the State Fair the quilt was sent off to be judged in the AQS Des Moines Quilt Show, where it won 1st in its class.
Then it went to Threads Across Nebraska. An evening
with the Lincoln Quilt Guild was fun as our quilter, Kris
Vierra, could visit with her guild members on the work
she did with this quilt. The National Quilt Expo held in
Lincoln, Nebraska found us sitting in the NSQG booth
and enjoying the events. In November the quilt was
at the Columbus Downtown Stroll and at Cottonwood
Quilt Guild. Tickets and note cards are available from
Quilt Mom Connie Jensen. The drawing for the quilt
will be at QNE 2012 in LaVista on July 28, 2012. Connie Jensen can be reached at: 8460 36th Ave., Columbus,
NE 68601, 402-563-4123, cbjensen@frontier.net.
Magic of the Rose Quilt Notecard

Submitted by Connie Jensen, 2012 Raffle Quilt Mom

OPENING OUR FRIENDSHIP CIRCLES
One of the problems that our NSQG board has been discussing lately has been declining attendance at QNE. Perhaps our largest issue could be that we are an aging group, and we have lost many wonderful members to death or
from various age-related disabilities. One of the most delightful things about convention is getting together with our
circle of friends and lining up our hotel room, trying to get 4 so we can be as economical as possible. My personal
small group of hotel roommates has only 3 right now. I decided to find a brand new 4th and show them the friendship and delights that convention offers. I was thinking about starting on the search for a recruit, and happened to
get a call from a woman from Pilger, my neighboring town. She was interested in buying a butterfly pattern that I
had written several years ago, and wanted to come over to pick it up. I did not know her, but she was very friendly
and seemed serious about making quilts and learning new things. She happened to ask me what conventions I went
to ...aha! What a lead in! I told her about the many things that our convention offered and asked if she might be
interested in joining my small group so we would have 4 in our hotel room. She said she thought she would indeed,
so I will make sure she gets all the pertinent information if she decides to join us. I think it may be more intimidating
than we think to start into something brand new, not really knowing anyone. So think about bringing someone into
your friendship circle, and showing them how much fun NSQG can be!
Submitted by Laura Franchini, Region II Director
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Threads Across Nebraska 2011
Thanks everyone for making Threads Across Nebraska a success again this year!!! I
would like to thank LaVonne Dunetts, Vicki Swanson, Irene Musil and Sharon Beyer
for all their help. I know there are others that helped with setting up and hanging the
quilts as well as the take down and the admission table. Each and every one of you that
helped in any way is a vital link in the success of the show!!
With preliminary figures in, it looks like we made a profit of $6,400 this year. Those of you that came to the show and helped
with any aspect of the event deserve a pat on the back!! Remember this is one of the largest fund raisers for the state quilt guild
along with the raffle quilt. The profits will help us promote the art of quilting across the state.
Mark your calendars for next year, October 12th & 13th at the Buffalo County Fairgrounds in Kearney. Plans have already
started! If anyone would like to help with some aspect of the show, please contact LeAnne Killion at 308-440-8867 or
llkillion@gmail.com.
Submitted by LeAnne Killion, Threads Chair

CENTRAL NEBRASKA SEAMSTRESSES TRADED SEWING QUILTS FOR
DECORATING BRAS IN SUPPORT OF BREAST CANCER AWARENESS MONTH
Members of the Plum Creek Quilters Guild teamed up with Lexington Regional Health Center to sponsor a Think
Pink Cele- BRA - tion on October 13th. During the event, themed art bras were modeled by cancer survivors and auctioned to
raise money for a research at the UNMC Eppley Cancer Center, resulting in a $1,600 donation. Special guests, Maggie Hehning
and Nancy Olson, Friends of Eppley Cancer Research Institute, were in attendance. Oncologist Dr. Maria de Villa presented a
slide show on breast cancer prior to the fashion show.
Photo supplied by Malena Ward of Kearney Hub. Jan Hibbs, left,
of Plum Creek Quilter’s Guild; Lexington Regional Health Center
Public relations representative, Amanda Fischer-Penner, center; and
the PCQG member, Kathy Beck with some of the bras auctioned at
the Think Pink Cele - BRA -tion.

There were 18 bras auctioned at the event with local breast
cancer survivors modeling the theme decorated bras. Themes
of the bras included “Garden of Eden”, “Ladybug” (we’re
bugging you to get your mammogram) “Snow Boobies”,
“Floral Bouquet”, and many more wonderful artistic bras.
LRCH spokeswoman Amanda Fischer-Penner called the
collection of unique bras intricate, creative and humorous.
PCGQ member and co-chair of “Think Pink”, Kathy Beck,
said the uniqueness of the project is exactly why she wanted
the guild to take on the project, which was announced to guild
members in October 2010 as their annual challenge and service project. She knew it would be a new outlet for displaying
creativity and that many people within the guild have ties to
cancer.
PCQG member and cancer survivor Linda Maloley made two
art bras, inspired by her personal experiences. She has had
several bouts with cancer. She created “Flat Busted,” an open
wallet with checks and bills hanging out, which acknowledges
the financial effect of cancer, and “Support Bra.” The latter
was made as a personal thank you for the support that her
friends in the guild provided during the past year while she
battled breast cancer for the second time.
Handmade items made by PCQG members were sold
during the event at “The Think Pink Boutique”. The creative
items included hats, scarves, pillowcases, table runners, wall
hangings, aprons and cookbooks containing members favorite
recipes.
NSQG member and Think Pink co-organizer, Jan Hibbs, said
it was exciting to see the reactions of those attending the event
when they saw the bras and heard the stories behind them!
And the proceeds go to a most worthy cause.

Submitted by Jan Hibbs
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2012 Membership

Make checks
payable to
NSQG
Mail Membership Form to:
Darice Cecil
2625 Rathbone Road
Lincoln, NE 68502

Christmas Gift
Idea:

Quilt Garment Bags

(can be picked up in Lincoln or Kearney)
Cost is $5 or if mailed $10. Contact LeAnn
Killion, 308-234-1360 or Susan Weber,
402-438-4753 if interested.
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Full-Year (Jan. 1 - July 31) dues are $25
Half-Year (Aug. 1 - Dec. 31) dues are $15

