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Countless quilters make quilting a rewarding and inspirational journey.  Many 

of  you nominated others who have inspired you, educated you and made you 

laugh along the way of  your quilting journey.   It is always illuminating and 

fulfilling to see how many quilters go above and beyond to promote and share 

their love of  quilting with others.  It is always a privilege to a part of  honoring 

these remarkable quilters!

The VARIABLE STAR AWARD celebrates the diversity 
of  quilts in Nebraska. 

This year, we recognized Diane Swartzlander’s contribution to the heritage of  
quilt making through her work with children who have no other exposure to 
quilting. Working through the Family Service Community Learning Center and 
Lincoln Public schools, Diane has established a “Quilt Club” for these students. 
She makes quilts for family members and designs math  problems using quilt-
related parameters in her classroom.

The RADIANT STAR AWARD is given to recognize 
an “Outstanding Deed Well Done”.  

Pam Thomas and Gail Zeller were rewarded for their work as Co-Chairs 
of  Quilt Nebraska 2006. Their dedicated efforts resulted in a smoothly run 
convention with great food! Teachers and attendees commented on how Pam 
and Gail had dealt with the details of  class assignments, motel accommodations, 
teacher and volunteer needs and a myriad of  other things to make this one of  the best 

conventions ever.

Award Recipients 2008  - Those present for photo were:
Fay Kliewer, Pam Thomas, Brenda Groelz, Diane Swartzlander, and Carol Kusek

NSQG Awards Presentation - 2008
Congratulations to all 2008 NSQG Award winners!



 . . .  President’s Message   . . .
Dear Members,

It’s hard to believe summer is almost gone!  I don’t know for sure what 

all I accomplished, but I know I was really busy.  Sound familiar?

About mid-summer I decided to organize my sewing room and found 

some wonderful hidden “treasures.”  It was like taking a trip to my 

favorite quilt shop without leaving the house! I discovered fabric, 

patterns, and a “few” quilt kits that had been hiding from me. My 

daughter Dot said, “You probably won’t have to buy anything at the 

QuiltNebraska Merchants Mall.” My reply: “Oh, but I don’t have 

anything new, and don’t you realize there’s always room for new fabrics 

and patterns!”

I’ve also found some other kinds of  “treasures” this summer as well.  

Through teaching quilt classes I’ve met some wonderful “Treasures”.  

I love helping new quilters on their journey down the quilting path. 

However, I encountered one of  the most valuable “treasures” early 

this July. I helped my granddaughter, Lydia, machine quilt the quilt 

she’s entering for the 4-H Quilt Quest project. Lydia did a great job 

of  machine quilting and tackling the tedious job of  hand sewing the 

binding. Job well done, Lydia! You made your grandma very proud!

Another “treasure” we all have the opportunity and privilege of  

experiencing is QuiltNebraska.  It was great to see so many of  you 

in Chadron. Didn’t the convention organizers do an outstanding job? 

Congratulations to all of  the many volunteers for putting together 

another high quality QuiltNebraska. Barb, Cindy and Sandy – my hat’s 

off  to you! 

If  you didn’t make it to Chadron, make plans right now 

to attend QuiltNebraska 2009 in Lincoln.  And to all 

you NSQG members, take what time remains of  the 

summer to discover some of  your own “treasures”!

Nebraska State Quilt Guild

Board of Directors

Bea Bauerle                                      President 

73129 328 Ave.               Champion, NE 69023

308-882-5947                      dcecil@neb.rr.com

Merikay Gengenbach            President-Elect

PO Box 340                    Lexington, NE 68850

308-324-4628   merikaygengenbach7@gmail.com

Kandy Adams                                  Secretary

1224 Beal St.                     Ogallala, NE 69153

308-284-8330                  dspring2@charter.net

Susan Seidel                                     Treasurer

4220 Hickory St.                  Omaha, NE 68105

402-552-9003                      sseidel@hba1.com
 

Debbie Krugman (2nd yr)     Region I Director

310 E 6th                      Grand Island, NE 68801

308-382-9127              quilt_debbie@msn.com

Lois Wilson  (1st yr)              Region I Director

6110 Old Farm Ct.              Lincoln, NE 68512

402-328-8185               lwilson6110@alltel.net

Nancy Shavlik (2nd yr)        Region II Director

84286 500th Ave.                  Bartlett, NE 68622

402-485-2733                shavlikranch@nntc.net

Sheri Ruwe (1st yr)                Region II Director

PO Box 509                         Hooper, NE 68031

402-654-358                druwe@midlands.net

LeeAnn Meduna (2nd yr)   Region III Director

72841 T Rd                          Wilcox, NE 68982

308-263-2294                      meduna@gtmc.net

Barb Hinrichs (1st yr)         Region III Director

921 Cedar St.                  Lexington, NE 68850

308-324-7218                bhinrichs@cccneb.edu
 

Carol Kusek                                        Advisor

206 S 8th St.                          Albion, NE 68620

402-395-5160                   ckus@frontiernet.net

Membership  in   NSQG   is   open   to  all 

individuals.  New members will continue to be 

welcomed at any time.  Memberships run from 

January 1st through December 31st.  Dues are 

$20.00   per   year.  Please send all change of 

address information and dues to Darice Cecil:

Darice Cecil         Membership Chair NSQG

2625 Rathbone Rd              Lincoln, NE 68502 

402-476-9124                      dcecil@neb.rr.com

©Nebraska State Quilt Guild

Please send information, pictures or news-
paper    articles   about    NSQG  members  
or  activities  to  NSQG HISTORIAN: 
Beth Guth, 201 N 5th St., Atwood,  KS 

67730, veguth@networksplus.net.

HISTORIAN

          Keep quilting, Bea Baurele, 

NSQG President

Submitted by Janice Lippincott and Sheila Green

Volunteers Still Needed For State Fair ! 
  Where?  State Fairgrounds, Lincoln, in air-conditioned Bob Devaney Arena

  When?   Friday, August 22nd, 9:00 - 1:00 pm for hanging quilts
               Monday, September 1st, 6:00 pm for taking down quilts

  Who to contact?  E-Mail/Phone:  

                Janice Lippincott, jlippincott@huntel.net or (402) 426-9861
               Sheila Green, sheilagreen@alltel.net or (402) 483-0453

  Please let us know which date or dates you’re available to help.  A reminder    

  and  specific  instructions  will  be  sent prior to the Fair.   You will receive a    

  ticket for admission to the Fair each time you work.  
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Pine Ridge Points Quilt & Peg Bruns
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Nebraska State Quilt Guild

Newsletter / Advertising

We   invite  the  submission of   previously un-

published       documents       and        personal 

correspondence from our readers.  We reserve 

the right to publish, in whole or in part, any 

letters or submitted articles we receive.  While 

we cannot accept responsibility for unsolicited 

material, we would be happy to return it   to  its   

author   if   a stamped,   self-addressed envelope 

is included.

The NSQG newsletter is published six times 

a year.  Publication deadline is the 15th of  the 

months of    February,   April,  June,  August,  

October,  and December.    Articles  are due to 

the   editor   by   the   25th  of   the  previous 

publication month:  

    August 25th for October 15th Issue

    October 25th for December 15th Issue

The  editor  reserves the right to accept or reject 

advertising requests.  Ads must be quilt related.  

Advertising  must be submitted by  the 20th 

of  each    previous   publication     month,    

i.e.  February 20th  for  the  April  publication.  

Camera ready ads  must  be either jpegs, tiffs, 

or psd (Photoshop)  files.  If  you  don’t  have  

a camera ready ad, please contact the editor to 

contract an ad design.   Check with the editor for 

ad rates and sizes available.  Ads are placed on a   

space  available basis.     All    ads    must    be pre-

paid.  Please make your check payable to NSQG.     

Mail payment with ad materials to the Editor.

Betz McMahon      Newsletter Editor NSQG

PO Box 865                         Wisner, NE 68791          

402-529-3543                betzmc@cableone.net

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

                                     

   

Raffle Quilt 2008
“Pineapple Delight” Winner Drawn 
at Quilt Nebraska 2008 in Chadron

“Pineapple Delight”, the entirely hand-quilted whole cloth quilt made solely by 

NSQG President, Bea Bauerle, has a new owner, Linda Stevens of  Greenwood 

Village, Colorado. Linda was not in attendance at the Saturday evening banquet of  

QuiltNebraska, but was contact via phone by Bea Bauerle Sunday morning to notify 

her that she had the winning ticket. Linda’s initial reaction was overwhelming delight 

and surprise. She immediately told her husband who quickly picked-up another 

extension and expressed his delight in winning the quilt.

Linda said that she bought the ticket for “Pineapple Delight” because when she saw 

the quilt at the Imperial Senior Center she was impressed with the tiny hand quilting 

stitches and she wanted a chance to own a quilt that was completely hand-quilted. 

Linda said that she doesn’t see very many quilts today with a lot of  hand quilting, let 

alone an entire quilt! Bea Bauerle, the quilt maker sold the winning ticket to Linda 

Stevens when Linda was visiting family in Imperial.

Linda plans on displaying her new quilt in style by showcasing it on her guest bedroom 

at her home in Greenwood Village, Colorado. When asked what she thought about 

Linda’s plans for the quilt, quilt maker Bea Bauerle said that she was just thrilled. 

She said that as she was making the quilt she wished for just three things: one, that 

someone she knew would win the quilt; two, that the winner would have a deep 

appreciation for hand-quilting; and three, that the quilt would be displayed for people 

to see and admire. Bea’s wished were fulfilled when Linda Stevens won “Pineapple 

Delight”.

  Happy Quilting, Pineapple Delight, 2008 NSQG Raffle Quilt

Surfin’ Stitchers List 
A list of  e-mail addresses for members 
of   NSQG  who  want  to share their 
addresses.     No    cost,    no  chat    list.      
Contact          Linda        Glisson        at 
surfinstitchers@alltel.net.  

When sending an e-mail message 

to  another  NSQG  member please 

include NSQG  in the  subject  line  so  

your   message    is   not   mistakenly 

considered a spam message .

“Pine Ridge Points”, the 2009 raffle quilt for NSQG was unveiled Saturday evening 
at QuiltNebraska in  Chadron. The quilt was made by Peggy Bruns, with some 
assistance from Linda Maloley.  Linda will also serve as the 2009 Raffle Quilt Mom. 
Both women are from Lexington, Nebraska. 

This year’s quilt started with fabrics 
from Cherrywood Fabrics.  These 
are hand dyed, suede looking solids.  
These were combined with some 
batiks and other printed fabrics from 
Moda and Hoffman.  The quilt was 
layered with 80/20 Hobbs Heirloom 
batting and completely hand-quilted by 
Peggy using a combination of  stencils 
in creating the quilting design.  Three 
spools of  Mettler quilting thread were 
used in the quilting process totaling 
450 yards of  thread.   A butterfly, 
tatted by Peggy, was added to the 
corner.

The NSQG Raffle Quilt is available 
for display throughout the year 
prior to the QNE 2009 in Lincoln.  
Interested in displaying “Pine Ridge 
Points” at your shop or event? contact 
Quilt Mom Linda Maloley at limaloley@yahoo.com,  75459 Rd 439, Lexington, NE 
68850 or 308-324-3662.  Interested in purchasing raffle tickets?  For each book of  
ten raffle tickets, send a $10 check and self-addressed,  stamped envelope to: Quilt 
Mom, 75459 Rd 439, Lexington, NE 68850.

Submitted by Linda Maloley and Peg Bruns; Photo Submitted by Tom Ward

Raffle Quilt 2009
“Pine Ridge Points” Quilt Unveiled!
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QNE 2008 “STARS OVER THE PINE RIDGE”  SUCCESSFUL

We hope everyone enjoyed the 2008 Quilt Nebraska at Chadron State College.   With 320 full packages, 13 single day attendees, plus our 

teachers we had approximately 350 quilters on campus.  We hope you all enjoyed the meals, the educational class opportunities and lectures 

taught by both national and member teachers, Quilt History Day, shopping in the Merchants Mall, seeing those quilting friends from around 

the state, and just the opportunity to get together and immerse ourselves in three to four days of  quilts!  We were concerned  how much 

effect the rising gas prices and soft economy might have on attendance at QNE 2008, it is our hope the quilters who drove in regardless 

were glad they did!

As always, it took the participation and assistance of  many committee members and volunteers to make the weekend possible!  We want to 

thank our committee chairpersons:
 

 Block Drawing – Machelle Sterkel    Challenge Quilt – Jan Sears

 Door Prizes – Deb Mack      Progressive – Linda Acuff  & Diane Renander 

 Friendship Exchange – Elaine Moore    Guilds Raffle – Sue Stout

 Merchants Mall – Alice McCall & Sydney Roosa   Shows – Sharon Armstrong

 National Teacher Mom – Deb Aschenbrenner   Teacher Quilts – Patsy Bridge

 Photographers – Cristin Reece and Rex Rodenbaugh  Show & Tell – Sydney Roosa

 Polo Shirts & Tote Bags – Tricia Schmunk   IQSC Silent Auction – Jan Sears

 Publicity – Dianna Hatch     Teacher Aides – Donalee Lamb

 Quilt History Day – Jacci Irwin     State Teachers – Sharon Armstrong

 Convention Booklets, Logo, Registration – Co-chairmen, Treasurer

It would be impossible for an event of  this size to happen without numerous hours of  work and preparation.  A special thanks go to the 

members of  our Panhandle Quilt Guild who stepped forward to become committee chairmen, even though most of  them had never 

previously attended QNE,  and were not even members of  NSQG before this year!  We also want to thank the volunteers from across the 

state and from all NSQG districts who also helped with all of  the tasks on campus.

Our appreciation  goes  out to Mary Kate Scheinost for preparing our PowerPoint  invitation presented last summer in Omaha, and for 

her part in preparing booklets and being our technology resource person.  Also our gratitude to High Plains Budweiser of  Scottsbluff  for 

providing the print capabilities allowing us to create our first color registration booklet.  Hugs go to our husbands who pitched in taking 

messages, fixing meals, and chauffeuring teachers.  

A special thank you goes to our convention treasurer Vickie Wiens.  Vickie literally spent 10-12 hours a day for over three weeks typing 

our convention book, preparing the class book, and has been invaluable as a resource and tireless worker during registration.  As convention 

treasurer, Vickie has the kind of  attention to detail that you need in a financial enterprise of  this size.  Vickie, we could not have done it 

without you!

Thank you to Sandra Anderson for preparing all the pins everyone received Saturday night!

We also want to express our appreciation to CSC Conference Coordinator Shellie Johns and her assistant, Connie Frandson, for all they 

did to help make our convention the success it was.

We hope you all enjoyed Quilt Nebraska 2008 and went home with great memories. 

“Good friends are like stars – you don’t always see them, but you know 
they are always there.” 

Submitted by QNE 08 & Convention Co-Chairs    

Barb Engebretsen, Cindy Scheinost and Sandy Hanson
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Electronic Newsletter

The NSQG newsletter is now available 

in an electronic version. The electronic 

version is in full color.  The newsletter is 

in a PDF file and  you  will need Adobe 

Acrobat Reader to view and/or print 

the file.  Adobe Acrobat Reader is free 

to anyone who would like to download 

the software from www.adobe.com.  

If  you   wish  to  have  the  electronic 

version of  the newsletter, please notify 

your membership chair: Darice Cecil at 

dcecil@neb.rr.com.

www.nsqg.org
Visit   our    web site   and   keep 
current on the state guild’s events 
and news.

First Annual Quilt Guild Day At IQSC
Mark your calendars for Monday, October 20, 2008:  All Quilt Guild members 

are invited to the first annual Guild Day at the International Quilt Study Center 

& Museum. 

This is a special day when the museum is opened only for guild members. 

It will be  filled with activities and information especially for Guilds. 

More details will be available by the end of  summer. We hope many guild 

members, especially Nebraska quilters, will join us. Please spread the word 

to your local guilds and quilting friends everywhere. The more the merrier! 

The Nebraska State Quilt Guild Resource Room is looking ship-shape thanks 

to the labors of  UNL’s Library staff, several volunteers and Janet Price, IQSC 

Collections Manager.  Following the same policy and procedures used for 

other UNL archives, 961 books have now been catalogued for the NSQG 

Resource Room. Several volunteers have indicated interest in staffing the Mary 

Ghormley Reading Room from which the books may be accessed for use in 

the Reading Room. 

August will see the first changes in the exhibitions in the new museum. August 

17th will be the last day to view the enormously popular exhibition “Quilts in 

Common”. The two south galleries will then be closed for transition until August 

23rd when “Pojagi: Patchwork and Quilts from Korea” will open.  “Nancy 

Crow: Cloth, Culture & Context” will close on August 31st, making way for the 

installation of  “Crafting a Better Planet: Finalists from the Mountain Mist 

Eco-Friendly Quilt Competition” which will open on Friday, September 

5th. The museum will be open that evening for a special First Friday opening 

reception sponsored by the Mountain Mist company. All are invited to attend. 

The catalog for “Quilts in Common” and “Nancy Crow: Cloth, Culture 

& Context” is a lasting keepsake of  the opening exhibitions. Beautiful 

full color images of  each of  the quilts in the two exhibitions are included 

as well as narratives written by curators Carolyn Ducey and Marin 

Hanson, Director Patricia Crews, and Textiles, Clothing and Design Chair 

Michael James. You may order the catalog directly from the museum 

shop by calling  402-472-6500  or e-mailing calicohouse@neb.rr.com.

Submitted by Maureen Ose, IQSC Communications Coordinator

NSQG Mission Statement

The Nebraska State  Quilt  Guild  is   
a  non-profit  organization established   
to  perpetuate  the  art  of      quilt    
making    and    its   heritage   while   
encouraging   future  opportunities 
through       growth,      education, 
inspiration, and fellowship.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Submitted by Sandra K. Kosch, Quilt Study Fund Chair . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

QNE 2009 - LINCOLN
Quilt Nebraska 2009 will be in Lincoln, July 23 -26, 2009 at the Cornhusker 

Hotel  in  downtown Lincoln.   The theme will be “Defining Piece”.   Quilt 

History Day will be at the new International Quilt Study Museum as well as 

many other fun and exciting events planned to make this a special year.  We 

shared the line-up of  national teachers and just some of  the highlights for 

2009 at Chadron on Sunday during the closing ceremonies of  2008.  We look 

forward to seeing everyone in Lincoln in 2009!

Submitted by Carol Brandl, QNE 2009 Co-Chair

To date, $111,114.80 has been collected for the 
NSQG Pledge of  $150,000 to the International 
Quilt Study Center & Museum.  Thank you for 
supporting our many projects for this pledge.  We 
could not have done this without you.
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ARAPAHOE

Wagners Quilts & Conversation
523 Nebraska Ave.

Arapahoe, NE 68922
308-962-7855

www.wagnersofarapahoe.com
naomir@atcjet.net

Mon-Sat: 9 - 6

BRIDGEPORT

JAN SEARS, Certified Quilt Appraiser
Rt 1 Box 3231

Bridgeport, NE 69336
JANMSEARS5@cs.com

308-262-1031
Appraisals of  quilts, quilted textiles and 

sewing rooms; Lectures, Classes

CAMBRIDGE

Cottage Inspirations
710 Nasby St.

Cambridge, NE 69022
308-697-4000

www.cottageinspirations.com
cottage@cottageinspirations.com

Tues-Fri: 11 - 5:30; Sat: 10 - 4

COZAD

Prairie Point Junction
124 E. 8th, Box 184
Cozad, NE 69130

308-784-2010
www.prairiepointjunction.com

prairiepointjunction@yahoo.com
Mon-Fri: 10 - 5; Sat: 10 - 4

Quilt Shops & Related Businesses. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

FULLERTON

Calico Annie’s Quilt Shop
210 Broadway - PO Box 661

Fullerton, NE 68638
308-536-2925

calicoannie@qwestoffice.net
Mon-Fri: 9 - 5; Sat: 9 - Noon

GRAND ISLAND

Material Girl
3415 W. State St.

Grand Island, NE 68803
308-381-6675

www.materialgirlfabrics.com
mgf@charterinternet.com

Mon-Sat: 9 - 5:30; Thurs: Open to 8 pm

HASTINGS

Calico Cottage
731 W. 2nd St.

Hastings, NE 68901
402-463-6767

calicocottage@alltel.net
Mon-Fri: 9:30 - 5:30; Sat: 9:30 - 5

(Summer Sat: 9:30 - 3)

HOLDREGE

Quilter’s Delight
323 West Ave.

Holdrege, NE 68949
308-995-2728

quilter@atcjet.net
Mon-Wed & Fri: 9:30 - 5:30,

Thurs till 8: Sat till 5

Quilting Events
August 5-November 1, 2008
Rocky Mountain Quilt Museum has new shows opening: “30 Years of  Collecting: Amish Quilts from the Hite Collection” and “Above the 

Barr: Quilts by Barbara Barr”. Rocky Mountain Quilt Museum, 1111 Washington Ave., Golden, CO.  Hours:  10 - 4 pm Monday - Saturday.                                                        

September 6-7, 2008
York Area Quilt Guild Show in conjunction with Yorkfest on the Courthouse Square at 511 Lincoln Ave.  Admission will be charged.  More 

information available from Linda at lindag54@windstream.net or 402-728-5655.                

October 17-18, 2008
Fremont’s Prairie Piecemakers Quilt & Needlework quilt show will take place on Friday, October 17th, from 10 - 8 pm, and Saturday, October 

18th, from 10 - 5 pm,  at the Fremont City Auditorium, 929 North Broad St., Fremont, NE 68025.  The theme of  our show is “Prairie Garden” 

and features Quilter & Artist, Marilyn Bonow.  We will have a Country Store, a Lunch Parlor, a Mini-Raffle, a Merchant’s Mall, and a “Pressed 

Flowers” Raffle Quilt.

August 17, 2008 (IQSC Event)
Last day of  “Quilts In Common” exhibit.

August  23 - November 15, 2008 (IQSC Event)
Opening of  “Pojagi: Patchwork and Quilts from Korea” exhibit 
in IQSC South Gallery.  Exhibit closes on November 15, 2008.

August  30, 2008 (IQSC Event)
Last day of  Nancy Crow “Cloth, Culture, Context” exhibit.  

September  5 - November 15, 2008 (IQSC Event)
Opening of  “Crafting a Better Planet” exhibit and reception.  
Exhibit closes on November 15, 2008.

September  7, 2008 (IQSC Event)
Public lecture: Janneken Smucker “Material Culture and Quilts”.

September  16, 2008 (IQSC Event)
Tuesday Talks: Curator Carolyn Ducey discusses “Schoolhouse Quilts”.  
Hours:  Noon - 1 pm

September  24, 2008 (IQSC Event)
Public lecture and reception:  David Hornung, Eisentrager Gallery, 
Richards Hall, City Campus.  Hours: 5:30 - 7 pm

October 21, 2008 (IQSC Event)
Tuesday Talks: “Crafting a Better Planet” by Maureen Ose.  
Hours:  Noon - 1 pm

November  1, 2008 (IQSC Event)
Quilt Identification Day, Reservation needed.  Call 402-472-6549.  
$5.00 per quilt.  Hours: 10 - 1 pm

Check out more IQSC upcoming events at www.quiltstudy.org/visit_us/events.

  Website: www.RMQM.org

  THREADS ACROSS 

NEBRASKA

October 3 & 4, 2008
  Heartlands Event Center
Grand Island, Nebraska

KEARNEY

The Quilters Cottage
2220 Central Ave.

Kearney, NE 68847
308-367-6348

www.quilterscottage.net
quilters.cottage@hotmail.com

Mon-Fri: 9 - 5; Sat: 9 - 12

MCCOOK

Sew Little Time Quilt Shoppe
213 Norris Ave.

McCook, NE 69001
308-345-4572

quilt@hotmail.com
Tue, Wed, Thurs, Fri: 
9:30 - 5:30; Sat: 10 - 4 

WAKEFIELD

The Quilt Shop
301 North Main

Wakefield, NE 68784
402-287-2325

quilts@huntel.net
www.thenetpages.com/quiltshop/

Mon-Fri: 9 - 5:30, Sat: 10 - 3
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2008 NSQG Library Report
The donated book this year is “Posterize It!” by Joe Hesch and Frankie Seme.  This book describes combining the use of  a digital camera, an 

inkjet printer, and of  course, making quilts. 

Many state public libraries are very small, have no budget, depend on donations, and are run by volunteers.  So these donations are extremely 

appreciated by the libraries and their local quilters.  Here are a few of  the Thank You Notes from the libraries.

Hayes Center Public Library:  “Once again we are writing to thank you for the donation from the Nebraska State Quilt Guild.  “Posterize 

It!” looks like lots of  fun and very informative.  I’m eager to share this with our patrons.  Please share our thanks with those who need to 

hear it.  We appreciate the books that have been donated to us.”  

Scribner Public Library:  “The book has some very beautiful quilts to make.  Our patrons will find it very useful, especially now with the 

increased computer and digital camera use.  It is very nice of  the Nebraska State Quilt Guild to provide libraries with quilting books.  Thank 

you again for your efforts in providing this wonderful book.”

La Vista Public Library:  “and the entire La Vista community, I would like to extend my gratitude for the continued support in your 

donation of  the … “Posterize It!” … This title will be a great benefit to the library as we recently began a quilting club on Saturdays.  Donations 

such as yours enable the library to stretch our budget money and continue to provide additional quality materials to the public.”

Dvoracek Memorial Library, Wilber, NE:  “We were pleased to receive the unique quilting book, “Posterize It!”  We do not have any book 

similar to this in our library.  This book will appeal to the photography buffs as well as quilters.  We appreciate your continued support of  

Nebraska libraries.”  

Kearney Public Library:  “Thank you for the addition of  “Posterize It!” to our collection of  quilt books.  Our patrons will thoroughly enjoy 

this wonderful book. The Nebraska State Quilt Guild’s generosity is very much appreciated.  Thank you for remembering the libraries of  

Nebraska.”

Ainsworth Public Library:  “Thank you so much for the very interesting book titled “Posterize It!”   The instructions make it look so easy 

that I might even try to do this with my camera and sewing machine.  I know the patrons will enjoy this book.  Thanks for thinking of  our 

library and quilters.”

Oakland Public Library:  “Thank you, Nebraska State Quilt Guild!  Each year you add such wonderful books to our library shelves!  …  

Such a new and exciting method in quilting!  You make fantastic 

choices in titles to donate!  Thank you.”

Nigel Sprouse Memorial Library:  “Thank you for remembering 

our library with your newest quilt book, “Posterize It!”  This certainly 

looks like a fun project to try and a neat way to make a personalized 

quilt.”

Alice M. Farr Library:  “I am so pleased to be writing this note to 

thank you for the new quilt book you have graciously donated to 

our library.  It will be a fun and useful book to add to our collection.  

Thank you again for your donation and continued support of  

libraries.”

                 Submitted by Jan Sears

Call for Bids

2009 NSQG Newsletter Editor
Bids are currently being accepted for the 2009 contract period 

of  January 1 – December 31, 2009. Persons interested in 

submitting a bid must request a copy of  the specifications from 

the current President-Elect, Merikay Gengenbach. Bids will be 

accepted until October 18, 2008.

Submitted by Merikay Gengenbach, NSQG President-Elect
PO Box 340, Lexington, NE 68850, (308) 324-4628,

 merikaygengenbach7@gmail.com
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Donna Stratker, Cindy Hansen and Jo Morton were honored with Radiant Stars for their work as Co-Chairs of  Quilt Nebraska 2007. 

They worked well as a team as they organized the Omaha-based convention from their Nebraska City homes. The three women put together 

a great team of  volunteers and worked closely with them to make sure QNE 2007 was a success. 

Fay Kliewer was acknowledged with a Radiant Star Award for her work as Chairman of  the Threads Across Nebraska quilt show for the 

past 3+ years. She addressed issues that arose in a timely fashion, making the show better each year. Her efforts insured that the NSQG is 

meeting their pledge of  $150,000 to the IQSC in Lincoln. 

The GOLDEN THREAD AWARD recognizes the consistent efforts and great contributions 
to the art of  quilt making in the state of  Nebraska. 

Pat Sears received the Golden Thread award in recognition of  her commitment to quilting.  She has been involved in the Omaha Quilters 

Guild’s Children’s Emergency Fund Project from 1991 to the present, including an appearance on Simply Quilts.  Pat is always a willing 

volunteer for other OQG activities; including making auction quilts for the Susan B. Koman Foundation and organizing public quilting 

demonstrations for the River City Roundup and other quilt shows. She has included quilts and quilting in her jobs in real estate and teaching,  

organized quilting retreats and taught workshops. Pat works hard to get other quilters involved in projects which utilize their skills. Her efforts 

have earned her the Governor’s Point of  Light Award.

Sheila Green always says YES when asked to do something quilt related and was accredited with the Golden Thread award. She re-wrote 

the Discover Nebraska Project curriculum, participated in training quilters across the state to present the program, as well as teaching in many 

4th grade classrooms. Sheila has been involved in hanging quilts at the NE State Fair, taking on a leadership role when necessary. She belongs 

to the Lincoln Quilters Guild and has served as an officer and in volunteer positions. She has been on the NSQG Education Committee 

for several years. Sheila’s response to an Omaha World-Herald article about quilts being used for slave travel insured that the hundreds of  

newspaper readers heard the facts from quilt historians about Underground Railroad quilts. Sheila is a trained docent at the IQSC, where she 

gives tours and organizes special activities for children’s groups.

Carol Kusek is an excellent quilter, winning ribbons and awards for her work including the Golden Thread award this year. One of  her 

quilts was included in the 2007 Quilter’s Newsletter Magazine calendar.  Carol has taught workshops in many locations, including QNE, quilt 

shops, guild meetings and other groups. She is a past President of  NSQG, and served in many other capacities in her 18 years as a member. 

She is active in two local quilt groups. Carol enjoys a reputation for being prepared for the task at hand. Carol has organized several local quilt 

shows and is the caretaker of  quilts at the Boone County Museum.  She is an active 4-H leader, encouraging members of  her club to enter 

their work in the NE State Fair. Carol has presented the Discover Nebraska Project in Albion.

The HALL OF FAME award is given for lifetime achievement and significant contributions 

to the heritage and lore of  quilts and quilt making in Nebraska. 

Brenda Groelz is the 2008 honored recipient.  Brenda is a teacher, lecturer, quilter, designer, raffle quilt maker, researcher, writer, editor, 

organizer, Founding Mother, curator, conservator, promoter, volunteer, and #1 cheerleader for Nebraska quilters and quilting.

Brenda began quilting in 1976. She began to teach quilting in the 1980’s at fabric shops and guilds across Nebraska. She taught many classes 

at Quilt Nebraska through the years. Her lectures included topics such as Quilts by Earnest Haight, Minis for Klutzes, and Sing Along with 

Brenda and Her Quilts. She has traveled around the USA to teach and lecture. In 1994 Brenda won the Jewel Pearce Patterson Scholarship 

given by the International Quilt Association.

As a quiltmaker, Brenda has made wonderful quilts and won prizes, including the 1990 Innovative Piecing Design category at a QNE challenge. 

She designed and made the 1994 NSQG raffle quilt, Nebraska Beauty Sampler. Brenda worked with Stella Schaffert to make a portrait quilt 

to commemorate the Hamilton County courthouse. Her designs have been published in many magazines. Gray Wind Publishing, her own 

company, published two books and many patterns. Brenda joined the staff  of  McCall’s Quilting Magazine in 2003 and became head editor of  

Quiltmaker Magazine in 2004.

Brenda was one of  the Founding Mother’s of  NSQG in 1985. She was a co-founder of  the Nimble Thimble Quilt Guild in Aurora (1985), 

and helped organize the Prairie Pioneer Quilt Guild in Grand Island (1986). Brenda was Chairman of  the first Nimble Thimble Quilt Guild 

show in 1986 and organized Quilts Across NE – 500 miles of  quilt shows in 1990 and 1992. Brenda was instrumental in getting Nebraska 

quilts featured in Lady’s Circle Patchwork Quilt Magazine in 1990. She organized a display of  her own quilts for a special exhibit at the 

International Quilt Festival in 1995.

Brenda has served as a member of  the NSQG Museum Committee, the NSQG Quilt Preservation Project Steering Committee and has been 

on the IQSC Advisory Board.  Brenda’s other volunteer work includes stints as Program Chair, Region III Director, Co-chair for two QNEs, 

Newsletter Editor, President, Education Chairman, and more in several different organizations. She has entertained us as the auctioneer at 

many NSQG small quilt auctions. Brenda has promoted quilting by appearing on the quilt documentary program “Quilting NE” (2000), has 

organized and escorted quilt-related tours to Houston, Chicago, Hawaii, Alaska, and Japan, and connected Nebraska quilters via an internet 

e-mail group on Yahoo!.

Continued From Page 1

                 Submitted by Della Alice Cruz, Awards Chairman, 2008



Can You Do It?  Yes I Can!

9

Years ago, when I was raising babies (three under the age of  four) and nursing dreams of  being a freelance 

writer, I read an article that profoundly affected my life. The author was encouraging his readers to be brave. 

“Your editor needs an article about raising chickens in New York City,” he wrote (or something equally 

outrageous), “Can you write it?”

Most people’s response would be “No, I don’t know anything about chickens, let alone raising them in a big 

city and I’ve never been to New York.” But this author gave another answer. “Yes, of  course, I can write an 

article about poultry in NYC. When do you need it?” And then he scrambled to research chickens and zoning 

and feed sources in the Big Apple. Your answer, he said, should always be “Yes, of  course, I can do it!” Once 

committed, you figure out how you’re going to accomplish this new task in your life.

His advice resonated with me and I began to apply it to my life. Could I take three days to travel to Fremont, 

Nebraska, to study with Jinny Beyer even though I had three pre-schoolers and a farmer’s meager income? 

Sure, I could! My parents lived nearby and were willing to help, so no day care or hotel expenses.  $100 for 

three classes and a lecture was a lot of  money in 1985, but think about it, when was it likely that a nationally-

acclaimed quilter would ever come back to Nebraska? I had to go!

At this conference, Sara Dillow of  Fremont stood up and asked for volunteers to help start the Nebraska State 

Quilters Guild. I was the only person in attendance who lived west of  Columbus, surely that part of  the state needed to be represented. Of  

course, I can do it!

About this same time, I attended a workshop aimed at helping farmers avoid bankruptcy (does anyone remember the Farm Crisis of  the 

1980’s?). “Write down all goals, short or long term, farm-related or not, personal and family” they told us.  I wrote, “One day, when my 

children are grown, I will edit a nationally-distributed quilting magazine.” Was this something I could do from my farm in Nebraska?  

Maybe.  It depended on the magazine. Eventually (many years later), I even interviewed with the American Quilter magazine, which allows its 

editors to work from home. I wasn’t hired. But, I didn’t give up.

I taught my first quilting class at Stella Schaffert’s fabric shop in Aurora, Nebraska. The Prairie Piecemakers Quilt Guild of  Fremont called, 

“Could I do a program for their meeting?”  “Yes, of  course, I can do it!” One guild led to another and before I knew it I was teaching in 

neighboring states. Along the way I served as editor of  the NSQG newsletter, self-published a book and started a quilt pattern company. All 

of  those experiences led to winning the Jewel Pearce Patterson Scholarship for Quilting Teachers and a trip to Germany for Quilt Expo and 

my quilts hung at the Houston Quilt Festival, where I was also invited to teach. The next step was teaching nationally and meeting quilters 

from all across the United States. I stayed involved in quilting and I was building my resume.

In 2002, when our last child went off  to college, my husband and I decided that it was time for a change. I went to the Houston Quilt Festival 

that fall and planted some seeds among the many people I’d met through the years, “I’m looking for a job and I’m willing to relocate.”  My 

efforts came to fruition with a call in February, “McCall’s Quilting is looking for an assistant editor and you need to call TODAY.” I interviewed 

on the phone on Thursday, flew to Denver to interview in person on Monday and was hired on Friday. I started 3 weeks later, after moving 

into an apartment I’d rented sight unseen.

Six months after I arrived at McCall’s, the editor of  one of  the sister magazines announced her plans to retire. Could I do that job?  Of  

course I could, so I applied and was hired. I spent five years as Editor-in-Chief  of  Quiltmaker, working with some of  the 

finest people I’d ever met and accomplishing that goal I’d set nearly 25 years earlier. I got to work among the movers and 

the shakers in the quilting world, see new fabric lines before they came out in the stores and enjoy watching this industry 

grow in ways nobody could have imagined.

One company that caught my attention as one that was “going places” was Handi Quilter, a company that makes long-

arm quilting machines in North Salt Lake, Utah. So, when I discovered they were looking for the right person to fill 

a newly-created position of  Director of  Marketing and Education, I asked myself  the 

same question, “Could I do that?”

I’m writing to you, my Nebraska friends, from my new home near the 

Great Salt Lake. I’ve been here since March 1, 2008. I enjoy looking at 

the Wasatch Mountains as I drive to work at Handi Quilter each morning. I miss the Great Plains (where 

the horizon is truly horizontal) and I miss being able to spend time with many of  you who are reading this. I miss the Rocky Mountains and 

the excitement of  working on four or more magazine issues at once and the dear friends I made when I worked in Colorado.

But, I’ve never been sorry that whenever a new opportunity has presented itself, I’ve been brave enough to say, “Of  course, I can do that!” 

It’s just a matter of  committing yourself  and figuring out how to accomplish what you’ve set yourself  to do. I’ve been fortunate to have the 

firm foundation provided by the good people of  the Nebraska State Quilt Guild, the support of  a husband who thinks I can do anything and 

the chance to work in the exciting quilting industry.  

Most of  all,  I’m happy that I took that writer’s advice to heart. If  you believe you can do anything, nothing will stop you.  If  you  want to  

contact me, you can reach me at Brenda@handiquilter.com or  view my website at: http://www.handiquilter.com. I would love to hear from 

you!                 Submitted by Della Alice Cruz, Awards Chairman, 2008
Submitted by Brenda Groelz, Director of Marketing & Education, Handi Quilter

Quiltmaker’s July/Aug 2008 Issue 
Photo from Quiltmaker’s Website 

 www.quiltmaker.com www.handiquilter.com

Brenda Groelz



Meet The New 2009 NSQG Officers
President - Merikay Genegenbach

Merikay started quilting in 1983 to help a friend finish a quilt.  It was the start of  a wonderful journey 
into the quilting world.  She has held all the offices of  her local quilt guild, was co-chair for QNE 2001 
and served on numerous committees for NSQG.    Merikay has a dual career as a registered nurse and a 
partner in her and her husband, Doug’s, farming operation.    She has a B.S.B.A. Business Comprehensive 
degree from UNK and a B.S in Nursing from UNMC.    She is employed as a clinical nurse manager and 
is certified in oncology.    She is a member of  the Board of  Governors for Central Community College, 
and of  the Nebraska State Chapter, P.E.O. and has served on several nursing committees at the local, 
regional and state levels.

President-Elect - Sandy Hanson
Sandy started quilting in 1982 when she fell in love with an antique Jacob’s Ladder quilt in Country Living 
magazine.  She drafted the design and cut it out one piece at a time with scissors and a cardboard template!  
Sandy was a charter member of  the Pandhandle Quilt Guild and has served that guild in various offices 
including President.  Sandy has served NSQG in the past as Award Chairman for 6 years and as District 
III Director.  She is active in community organizations including serving as President of  West Nebraska 
Arts Center Board of  Directors and Oregon Trail Museum Association.  Sandy grew up in Overton, NE, 
and graduated from Kearney State College with an Art Education major, English minor.  She and her 
husband have lived in Scottsbluff, NE, for 22 years.  Sandy works at Aurora Loan Services as the MERS 
Reconciliation Specialist, which limits her time to quilt but she still finds time to collect fabric and ideas for 
future projects.

Treasurer - Marlene “Marty” Kleppinger

Marty is a member of  Plum Creek Quilter’s Guild and a past president of  that guild.  According to her 
husband, Phil, to whom she has been married for 37 years, Marty’s favorite thing is to “live in her quilt 
cave”.  She has been the Secretary/Treasurer for Area at East Shore for about 10 years.  She maintains all 
records, finance and correspondence for the Area.  She is also Alternate Director for the Johnson Lake 
Development, Inc. Association.  Marty and Phil have 3 children and 9 grandchildren.  Marty is the owner 
and operator of  Marty’s Beauty Salon for 37 years.  

District I Representative - Connie Phillips
Connie is a member of  the Blue Valley Quilt Guild in Seward and two small quilt groups.  She learned to 
sew as a child from her Grandmother.  She took her first quilting class at Fabric Fair in 1988 and has been 
addicted ever since!  Besides quilting, she also enjoys teaching Sunday School, camping and reading.  She 
lives on a farm / acreage near Goehner, NE, with her husband of  37 years, Robin, and her Jack Russell 
terrier, Lexi.  They have three grown children and five grandchildren. Connie is currently teaching her only 
granddaughter to sew on her Featherweight.

District II Representative - Barbara Peitzmeier

Barb started quilting when she got married because her mother-in-law just couldn’t imagine anyone not having 
time to quilt.  It was an easy sell - Barb loves geometry and color.  She went back to work after her sons were 
in school and back to school herself  to get a Master’s in Entomology.  So she put quilting aside for a number 
of  years.  Then, one son married a quilter and the other married a soon-to-be quilter, and she got back into 
it. Now she teaches quilting classes in their area and she develops patterns for these classes.  She and her 
husband, a retired farmer, live in Northeast Nebraska.  Barb worked at Wayne State College and Northeast 
Community College for many years.  She retired this spring and her and her husband enjoy traveling quite a bit.  
With more free time, she is looking forward to indulging in quilting without looking at the clock or calendar.

District III Representative - Elaine Moore
Elaine’s fascination with quilting and patchwork began in the early 1980’s.  Upon moving to Nebraska in 
1998, she immediately joined the Panhandle Quilt Guild.  She is particularly fond of  strings and scrappy 
quilts.  She has presented Trunk Shows and taught several workshops in her guild.  Elaine has served her 
guild on financial and program committees, she was Librarian, and Newsletter Editor, and a member of  the 
Advisory Committee.  She has designed a Quilt Blog on the Internet with almost 100,000 visitors so far.  
Elaine is happily employed as an Executive Assistant and Financial Secretary for a local church in Alliance.

10                  Submitted by Merikay Gengenbach
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Bea Bauerle, 2008 President, called the meeting 

to order at 9:36 am mountain time.  Meeting 

packets were distributed.   

SECRETARY’S REPORT:  Minutes of  the 

previous meeting were approved via e-mail.  

TREASURER’S REPORT:  Treasurer Susan 

Seidel reported second quarter 2008 income 

(to-date 6/12/2008) of  $3,476.05; expenses of  

($8,157.08); net income of  ($4,681.03).  Total 

year-to-date net income is $1,545.00.  Total 

NSQG assets (as of  6/12/2008), including 

CD’s, is $67,394.67.  Money will be transferred 

from the “savings” account to the checking 

account as needed.  The 2008 second quarter 

sub-total for the IQSC Pledge Fund is 

$4,133.40, with the total pledge fund balance 

at $105,016.94.  

*Lois Wilson moved the Board approve 

the Treasurer’s report.  LeeAnn Meduna 

seconded – motion carried.

DISTRICT DIRECTOR’S REPORTS:  

Region I:  Lois Wilson reported that plans are 

being made for an October event in southeast 

Nebraska.  Debbie Krugman is looking for 

events in her area.

Region II:  A report from Nancy Shavlik and 

Sheri Ruwe on the Neligh event rescheduled 

for Sunday, April 26th, due to snow was read.  

One hundred thirty ladies attended a “Show 

and Tell” program.  One vendor was present.  

Ruby and Louise have been rescheduled for a 

fall event in Tilden, NE.

Region III:  NSQG Region III co-sponsored 

the Piecemakers Spring Luncheon and 

Guest Day in McCook, NE, May 2nd, by 

providing $110.00 towards the speaker cost 

and mileage. Barb Hinrichs attended and 

presented information on NSQG to the 50 

– 60 in attendance.  The NSQG raffle quilt was 

displayed and raffle tickets sold. Janet Kugler, 

from Holdrege, presented the program.   

Region III also co-sponsored the Spring Fling 

II Retreat in Curtis, NE, May 16th – 18th.   The 

event featured a trunk show, quilt show, vendor 

mall, mother-daughter classes, quilt classes, 

games, and a program.  Barb Hinrichs spoke on 

NSQG and the raffle quilt was displayed and 

tickets sold.  Thirty-seven attended.   Region 

III directors continue to work for events in the 

Kearney and North Platte areas.  

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Quilt Nebraska 08:  Cindy Scheinost and 

Barbara Engebretsen distributed the QNE 08 

financial report to date.  Registration numbers 

are somewhat lower than expected.  There 

are approximately 360 currently registered; 93 

are registered for the Quilt History Day.  An 

evaluation form for the state member teacher 

classes needs to be printed to aid future state 

member teacher selections.  Donations can still 

be accepted for the silent auction.  Contact Jan 

Sears for/with information.

Quilt Nebraska 09:  Carol Brandl has the 

invitation skit prepared for QNE 09. 

Awards:  There have been 32 nominations 

submitted for 12 people.  

Bylaws and Policies:  Beryl Knotwell is adding 

the newsletter committee to the bylaws.

Members of  the Newsletter Review 

Committee (Carol Kusek, Laura Franchini, 

Darice Cecil, Merikay Gengenbach, Kandy 

Adams) need to be added to the 2008 

NSQG Committee Roster along with the 

name of  Linda Winter as Quilt History 

Day Advisor.

Education:  The Discover NE project will be 

on the Alex Anderson/Ricky Tims internet/

website “The Quilt Show”.  

Historian:  The scrapbook has information 

from Bea’s installation through the present date 

and from the first QNE held in Grand Island in 

1992. Beth would like to display the scrapbook 

at QNE 08.  There is a CD of  pictures from 

QNE 07 and pictures at QNE 08 will be 

taken.  Discussion was held on centralizing 

and digitizing historical data and convention 

materials along with collecting documents  

used by the state convention personal and 

placing the files on CD’s or flash drives. 

Library:  No report.  

Marketing:  Sandra Anderson reported that 

the leftover previous marketing items will be 

used as table favors and offered as auction 

items.  New items will be available. Sales tax 

must be charged on all items. 

Membership:  Current membership is 688 

renewals and 107 new memberships to total 

795 members, not including 6 complimentary 

memberships.  Two hundred twenty-five 

members from 2007 have not renewed.

Newsletter:   The June newsletter was sent 

only electronically to those who requested 

that delivery format.  Requests to receive the 

newsletter electronically should be sent to 

the membership chairman.  The membership 

roster is currently at the printers and should be 

ready for distribution at QNE 08.

Raffle Quilt:  There are 1,470 tickets left to 

sell.  Those wanting to display the quilt should 

contact Darice at 2625 Rathbone Road, Lincoln, 

NE, 402-476-9124, or dcecil@neb.rr.com.

Quilt Nebraska Site Selection:  The 

committee has forwarded the facilities 

information and bids for QNE 2012 to Bea 

Bauerle and Merikay Gengenbach. 

Nebraska State Fair:  An expense request for 

$375.00 for 4-H Quilt Quest awards has been 

submitted to the treasurer.  The five winners 

of  $50.00 gift certificates towards QNE 08 

registrations needs to be paid. 

“Threads Across Nebraska”:  A chairman is 

needed for 2009 for the event to continue.  

IQSC Pledge Fund Committee:  The current 

fund balance is $105,016.94.  Profits from the 

Nancy Crow workshop will be transferred to 

the fund.  The fund appears to be on track to 

be paid off  in July at QNE 09 in Lincoln.  The 

pledge is due by 12/31/2009.  

Website:  No report.  

Surfin Stitchers:  There are currently 243 

members.  The list is updated monthly.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  A national 

teacher letter of  agreement/contract for Quilt 

Nebraska, designed by Sandy Hanson, was 

reviewed.  (A different contract letter is used for state 

member teachers.)

*Susan Seidel moved to approve the 

national teachers’ contract/letter of  

agreement as presented for use with future 

Quilt Nebraska national teachers.  Lois 

Wilson seconded – motion carried.

NEW BUSINESS:  A written request was 

read from Cindy Hansen, an Omaha QNE 

07 Co-Chair, requesting to defer for one year 

(to QNE 2009) her registration compensation 

for the following year’s QNE (QNE 08), as 

per policy.

*Susan Seidel moved to grant Cindy 

Hansen a one year deferral on her QNE 

registration compensation.  LeeAnn 

Meduna seconded – motion carried.  Note:  

If  the QNE Chairman(s) registration compensation(s) 

are not used the following year or a one year deferral 

requested in writing, the compensation(s) is forfeited.

*Barb Hinrichs moved to authorize Bea 

Bauerle to find a replacement quilt display 

stand at a cost not to exceed $250.00 prior 

to July 2008.  Susan Seidel seconded 

– motion carried.

Lois Wilson presented information regarding 

the Vermont Quilt Festival.  This event is the 

equivalent of  the NE State Fair Quilt Show, 

QNE and Threads combined.  Information is 

available online about the festival.  Bea Bauerle 

will send a letter to the Grand Island Chamber 

of  Commerce and the NE State Fair Board on 

behalf  of  the NSQG on considerations for the 

structure to house future displays of  quilts.  

Discussion was held on posting the NSQG 

Board and Committee meeting minutes on the 

NSQG website.  More discussion will follow.  

Discussion was held to consider a paid 

employee position to support the work of  the 

NSQG.  Past research has been done on this 

and a committee to investigate may be created 

this fall/next year.

Board members and committee chairs were 

reminded that year end reports, especially 

recommendations and budget requests, be 

submitted as early as possible.  They are due at 

the October board meeting. 

Registration materials from the Wyoming State 

Quilt Guild event were reviewed.  The current 

format and fee schedule of  Quilt Nebraska is 

preferred for our membership needs at this 

time.

The next Board and Committee meeting will 

be July 27, 2008, in Chadron, NE. The meeting 

adjourned at 11:26 am mountain time.

Respectfully submitted, Kandy Adams, Secretary 
NSQG.  For a full copy of the minutes, contact the 
secretary at dspring2@charter.net.

NEBRASKA STATE QUILT GUILD - Condensed Minutes
 Board and Committees - June 14, 2008 - Silver Thimble Sewing Center, Ogallala, NE
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Our Discover Nebraska discussion continues 
with this fourth installment (in a series of  six).  For more 
information, go to our website www.DiscoverNebraska.org.

Let’s take a look at the Transportation Panel.  Transportation 
is important to the growth of  a state.  In 1865, the Union Pacific 
Railroad started building a transcontinental railway west from 
Omaha across Nebraska to the Wyoming border.  The railroad 
followed the Platte River Valley, just like the pioneer trails.  The 
railroad advertised in the United States and Europe for settlers 
to ride the train.  Many immigrants came and the number of  
railroad cars a family would need depended on their occupation.  
A farmer, for instance, would need three railroad cars.  One 
for his livestock, another for machinery and food, and a third 
for the family’s living quarters and their household goods. A 
shopkeeper or Pastor, for instance, would just need one car for 
themselves and their possessions.  
The four patch block set on point 
under the railroad panel, is called 
the “railroad” block.  Railroads 
carried our crops, cattle and 
various goods to sell to other 
states.  Today we have a modern 
day trail that follows the Platte 
River Valley.  It’s Interstate 80.  

The first two capitol buildings 
of  the Nebraska Territory were 
in Omaha.  The Nebraska State Capitol Building in Lincoln 
is acclaimed as one of  the modern architectural wonders of  
the world.  The central tower is 400 feet tall and topped with 
a 19’ statue of  the “Golden Sower.”  Our capitol building is 
the second tallest in the U.S. The arrows around the Capitol 
are inspired by a Pawnee drum head design.  They represent 
the wind in Nebraska.  This State Capitol block was designed 
by Jan Stehlik of  Dorchester, NE, and appears in her book 
Sod House Treasures and Other Nebraska Quilt Patterns.   Jan 
also designed the Sod House, Goldenrod, Cottonwood and the 
Maize (corn) blocks on the Discover Nebraska quilt.                 
To be continued...........Submitted by Sheila Green, Education Chair




