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IQSC&M Sara Rhodes Dillow 

Collection Donated Quilt

The International Quilt Study Center & Museum at the University of  Nebraska-

Lincoln has been honored with the gift of  275 quilts with an estimated value of  

more than 1.2 million dollars from the estate of  collectors Sara Rhodes Dillow 

and Byron Dillow, M.D., of  Fremont, 

Nebraska.  

The gift, jointly announced by 

museum director Patricia Crews and 

University of  Nebraska Foundation 

president Clarence Castner, is the 

second largest gift of  quilts to the 

center, following only that of  the 

first quilt collection gift from Robert 

and Ardis James to help start the 

IQSC&M. 

The Dillows also provided major support toward the quilt center’s capital 

campaign and established an endowed fund through the NU Foundation for 

ongoing support of  the center. In recognition of  their generosity, the center’s 

conservation room was named in their 

honor.

“The Dillows have established a legacy 

of  service to education in Nebraska 

and to the international study and 

preservation of  quilts and quiltmaking 

tradition,” stated Crews. “The value of  

these quilts is immense, not only for 

their beauty and historic value, but for 

the endless research opportunities they 

will provide to our students.”

Continued on Page 4

International Quilt Study Center & Museum
Receives Remarkable Dillow Collection 



 . . .  President’s Message   . . .

Dear Members,

The New Year is here! On New Year’s Day I usually cut out a new 

quilt as a celebration.  This year I will add to that tradition by taking an 

inventory of  my sewing projects.  I placed a big basket in the sewing 

room to collect those patterns and projects that will be donated to the 

Silent Auction at the 2009 NSQG convention and another basket will 

hold projects that need to be completed.  I have my idea and fabric 

ready for the Live Auction.  Do you?

This year we will complete our pledge to the International Quilt Study 

Center in Lincoln. We should all be proud to have such a fine facility 

in our state.  If  you have not visited the Center, next time you are in 

Lincoln, be sure to stop and take a tour.  Many guilds have taken “road 

trips” to see the Center.  The staff  is friendly and willing to arrange a 

special tour for your group.  Please call them in advance.

I look forward to serving as your president.  I would like to read 

articles about your guilds and small groups in the newsletter. Please 

send articles about quilting as an artistic expression and new skills 

and products that allow you the freedom to create. In return, I will 

introduce you to the members of  my “fiber therapy” group, THE 

BASKET CASES. This is a small group that meets once a month 

in the members’ homes for an afternoon of  sewing and solving the 

world’s problems.

My goals as president of  NSQG include:

1 A smooth transition for the Officers and Board Members.

2 A period of  fund raising rest after the IQSC&M Pledge is 

completed.

3 An inventory and plan for the future.  (What are we doing, 

what could be done differently.)

If  you would like to help with these goals, please let me know.

Share your excitement for quilting with 

others.

             Happy New Year!

Nebraska State Quilt Guild

Board of Directors

Merikay Gengenbach                      President

PO Box 340                    Lexington, NE 68850

308-324-4628   merikaygengenbach7@gmail.com

Sandy Hanson                        President-Elect

180009 Thomas Dr.       Scottsbluff, NE 69361

308-632-3309                    sjhquilter@actcom.net

Kandy Adams                                  Secretary

1224 Beal St.                     Ogallala, NE 69153

308-284-8330                  dspring2@charter.net

Marty Kleppinger                           Treasurer

03a East Shore Dr. 2  Johnson Lake, NE 68937

308-325-0032        mkleppinger001@msn.com
 

Connie Phillips (1st yr)         Region I Director

3595 Superior Rd.               Seward, NE 68434

402-523-5265     robinconnie@windstream.net

Lois Wilson  (2nd yr)             Region I Director

6110 Old Farm Ct.              Lincoln, NE 68512

402-328-8185               lwilson6110@alltel.net

Barbara Peitzmeier(1st yr) Region II Director

314 S. McNamara St.    Bloomfield, NE 68718

402-373-4663             bpeitzmeier@gpcom.net

Sheri Ruwe (2nd yr)              Region II Director

PO Box 509                         Hooper, NE 68031

402-654-3580               saruwe@midlands.net

Elaine Moore (1st yr)          Region III Director

819 Platte Ave.                   Alliance, NE 69301

308-762-9190                     sea1mseb@bbc.net

Barb Hinrichs (2nd yr)         Region III Director

921 Cedar St.                  Lexington, NE 68850

308-324-7218                bhinrichs@cccneb.edu
 

Bea Bauerle                                         Advisor

73129 328 Ave.               Champion, NE 69023

308-882-5947                      dcecil@neb.rr.com

Membership  in   NSQG   is   open   to  all 

individuals.  New members will continue to be 

welcomed at any time.  Memberships run from 

January 1st through December 31st.  Dues are 

$20.00   per   year.  Please send all change of 

address information and dues to Darice Cecil:

Darice Cecil         Membership Chair NSQG

2625 Rathbone Rd.             Lincoln, NE 68502 

402-476-9124                      dcecil@neb.rr.com

©Nebraska State Quilt Guild

Please send information, pictures or newspa-
per    articles   about    NSQG  members  or  
activities  to  NSQG HISTORIAN: Jean 
Ford, 43080 Rd 776, Oconto, NE 68860-

1215, 308-858-4516, jford@gpcom.net.

HISTORIAN

  In Stitches, 
Merikay Gengenbach 

NSQG President
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Nebraska State Quilt Guild

Newsletter / Advertising

We   invite  the  submission of   previously un-

published       documents       and        personal 

correspondence from our readers.  We reserve 

the right to publish, in whole or in part, any 

letters or submitted articles we receive.  While 

we cannot accept responsibility for unsolicited 

material, we would be happy to return it   to  its   

author   if   a stamped,   self-addressed envelope 

is included.

The NSQG newsletter is published six times 

a year.  Publication deadline is the 15th of  the 

months of    February,   April,  June,  August,  

October,  and December.    Articles  are due 

to the   editor   by   the   25th  of   the  previous 

publication month:  

        February 25th for April 15th Issue

        April 25th for June 15th Issue

        June 25th for August 15th Issue

        August 25th for October 15th Issue

        October 25th for December 15th Issue

The  editor  reserves the right to accept or reject 

advertising requests.  Ads must be quilt related.  

Advertising  must be submitted by  the 20th 

of  each    previous   publication     month,    i.e.  

February 20th  for  the  April  publication:  

        February 20th for April 15th Issue

        April 20th for June 15th Issue

        June 20th for August 15th Issue

        August 20th for October 15th Issue

        October 20th for December 15th Issue

Camera ready ads  must  be either jpegs, tiffs, 

or psd (Photoshop)  files.  If  you  don’t  have  

a camera ready ad, please contact the editor to 

contract an ad design.   Check with the editor for 

ad rates and sizes available.  Ads are placed on a   

space  available basis.     All    ads    must    be pre-

paid.  Please make your check payable to NSQG.     

Mail payment with ad materials to the Editor.

Betz McMahon      Newsletter Editor NSQG

PO Box 865                         Wisner, NE 68791          

402-529-3543                betzmc@cableone.net

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Submitted by Linda Maloley 

Raffle Quilt 2009
“Pine Ridge Points” Quilt 

A quilt show featuring quilts made by Peg Bruns will be hosted by the Plum 

Creek Quilter’s Guild at the Dawson County Museum, Lexington, during the 

month of  March. The 2009 NSQG raffle quilt will be on display there the first 

week of  March and any other times during the month when it has not been 

scheduled for appearances elsewhere.

Plum Creek Quilter’s Guild will host an open house reception honoring Peg 

from 2 - 4 pm on March 7.
 

Peg has been quilting since the early 1970’s. Experience and inborn skill have 

helped her produce the precisely pieced and intricately quilted works that have 

won ribbons at the local and state levels. She has gifted many quilts to family, 

friends and charities. Peg is recalling many quilts from those folks and packing 

up others from her home to share with the public during the March quilt 

show. 

Peg and her husband, Steve, 

own Husker Ag Sales, Inc., of  

Lexington and Gothenburg. 

Besides being heavily involved in 

their business, Peg volunteers as a 

mentor for HOSTS, an elementary 

reading program, is Sunday School 

Superintendent at Grace Lutheran 

Church, has served twice as 

president of  her local guild, was 

Treasurer for QuiltNebraska2001 

and belongs to P.E.O.

Pine Ridge Points spent the holidays at Quilter’s Delight in Holdrege. Thanks 

to Janet Kugler for showing off  this creation and selling raffle tickets. Quilt 

guilds, quilt shops and quilting events are encouraged to display the 2009 raffle 

quilt and assist in the sales of  raffle tickets. Contact Linda Maloley, Quilt Mom, 

75459 Rd 439, Lexington, NE 68850, limaloley@yahoo.com or 308-324-3662. 

Individuals can receive packets of  tickets by sending a $10 check and a stamped, 

self-addressed envelope to Linda. If  you’ve already purchased tickets, 

be sure to send in the stubs.

Lincoln Quilt Guild Scholarship Applications 
Due!

Applicants may be graduate students or individuals outside the 
academic community engaged in the study quilting  Applicants 
may find information and the application form on the Lincoln 
Quilt Guild website: www.lincolnquiltersguild.org. 

Submitted by Lincoln Quilt Guild - Chris Taylor 

Peg is pictured where she can often be found 

- quilting at her Grace quilt frame.
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Submitted by Maureen Ose, Communications Coordinator, IQSC&M

Numerous quilts included in the gift are distinctive examples of  early nineteenth century antique chintz, a particular 
area of  Mrs. Dillow’s interest. Several of  these quilts are showcased in the exhibition “Chintz Applique: From 
Imitation to Icon”, which opened at the International Quilt Study Center & Museum on November 22, 2008.  A May 
1, 2009, lecture by renowned author Rosemary Crill of  Great Britain’s Victoria and Albert Museum is supported by 
the Byron M. and Sara Rhodes Dillow Excellence Fund.

Another strength of  the Dillow Collection is in examples of  eighteenth 
century French quilting with 20 pieces representing exquisite French 
whitework quilting and wholecloth quilts made of  fine French textiles. 
Many other quilts of  note include Baltimore Album quilts and rare 
palampores. The Dillows also collected the works of  contemporary 
studio quilters including Michael James and Ruth McDowell.

The gift includes a Dillow family quilt considered by the center 
curatorial staff  as one of  their finest examples of  a Princess Feather 
pattern. “The remarkable generosity of  this couple is underscored by 
this donation of  a valuable family object to our study collection,” said 
Carolyn Ducey, Curator of  Collections at the center. 

“We are extremely 
pleased to accept the gift of  
the Dillow’s remarkable quilt 
collection, and once again recognize the critical support they provided 
over the years toward the success on the University’s International Quilt 
Study Center program,” Castner said.

Sara Rhodes Dillow, a recipient of  the University of  Nebraska’s 
Outstanding Alumni Achievement Award, was internationally recognized 
as a quilter, collector, author, and leader in the area of  quilt history and 
preservation. She was instrumental in the documentation of  publicly held 
quilts in the state of  Nebraska and was tireless in her commitment to 
the establishment and growth of  the International Quilt Study Center. 
Among her many accomplishments, Dillow helped start the Nebraska 
State Quilt Guild and served as its first president.

Sara graduated in 1958 from Beatrice High School and the University of  Nebraska in 1962 with a degree in home 
economics. Sara married Dr. Byron M. Dillow in 1962 and he enthusiastically participated in his wife’s interest in quilts 
until his death on Sept. 12, 2002. Sara continued her passion for quilts and support of  the mission of  the International 
Quilt Study Center & Museum until her unexpected death February 8, 2008.

The University of  Nebraska Foundation is a private, nonprofit corporation that has raised private gifts to support 
the University of  Nebraska for 72 years. Last year, it provided more than $130 million --the most ever-- for students, 
faculty, academic programs, research, and for campus and building improvements on all four campuses. More 
information is available at www.nufoundation.org.

The International Quilt Study Center & Museum is an academic program of  the Department of  Textiles, Clothing 
and Design in the College of  Education and Human Sciences at UNL. The department offers a unique masters 
degree in Textile History with a quilt studies emphasis, which is the only program of  its kind in the world. For more 
information visit www.quiltstudy.org.

Continued from page 1

IQSC&M Sara Rhodes Dillow 

Collection Donated Quilt

IQSC&M Sara Rhodes Dillow 

Collection Donated Quilt
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Electronic 

Newsletter

The NSQG newsletter is available in   an  

electronic  version.   The electronic ver-

sion is in full color.  The newsletter is in 

a PDF file and  you  will need Adobe 

Acrobat Reader to view and/or print 

the file.  Adobe Acrobat Reader is free 

to anyone who would like to download 

the software from www.adobe.com.  If  

you   wish  to  have  the  electronic ver-

sion of  the newsletter, please notify 

your membership chair: Darice Cecil at 

dcecil@neb.rr.com.

Board Minutes

Guild members should check the NSQG 

website for the minutes at www.nsqg.org 

or contact NSQG Secretary Kandy 

Adams at dspring2@charter.net for 

additional information.

This message is written to local Quilt Guilds who have supported our pledge 

to IQSC&M.  We are at our present balance of  $131,292.76, in part, because 

of  your generous contribution.   A challenge of  $200 for 5 years was made and 

you have shown your support since day one of  this pledge.  Some quilt guilds  

have  sent a  donation of  funds on hand, others accepted the entire challenge 

and donated that amount, and other quilt guilds continue to “pass the cup” 

and host other quilt guild  fund raising events to complete their challenge 

donation.  Whatever the amount of  your Quilt Guild donation, the Nebraska 

State Quilt Guild, thanks you!  This is our fifth and final year of  our pledge to 

IQSC&M.  We’d like to conclude all these efforts by your Quilt Guild at your 

convenience.

Local Quilt Guilds Support Quilt Study Fund

Since this is the last year of  our pledge to IQSG&M, let’s make our silent 

auction one to remember!  This year at QuiltNebraska the silent auction, 

Bountiful Baskets, will be Friday only.  As the name suggests, we hope to have 

baskets brimming with bountiful quilting items.

This is where you come in.  As you are sorting and organizing your quilting 

studio, please keep our auction in mind.  Once again, we want items that are 

nice, clean, and in good condition.  Maybe you have some duplicate books, 

patterns you’ll never use, tools that you tried but don’t want, fat quarters, 

UFOs, orphan blocks, small quilts, pillows, pincushions, DVDs, you get the 

idea.  Please consider donating these to Bountiful Baskets.  In addition, this 

year we would like large baskets as we are grouping items together.  You may 

donate a single item and our committee will add it with other donated items to 

create a Bountiful Basket, or you and several others may combine your items 

into a large basket.  Either way, you are helping create our silent auction items.

We will be accepting items Thursday at the registration table.  This is an easy 

and painless (except for the sorting and organizing part) way to help out.  We 

are almost at our goal.  Let’s get there!

NSQG 
Mission Statement

The Nebraska State  Quilt  Guild  is   

a  non-profit  organization established   

to  perpetuate  the  art  of      quilt    

making    and    its   heritage   while   

encouraging   future  opportunities 

through        growth,      education, 

inspiration, and fellowship.

If  April Showers Bring May Flowers, 
then Spring Cleaning Yields Bountiful Baskets!

Volume XXII, 
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On Frid
ay, 

February 8, 2008, N
ebraska quilte

rs a
nd th

ose around th
e world

 lost 

a dear fr
iend,  S

ara  R
hodes  D

illo
w,  6

7,  o
f   F

remont,  
 N

ebraska.    
Sara  w

as 

Nebraska  State  Q
uilt  

Guild’s  o
rganizer  a

nd our fi
rst 

presid
ent in

 1986.  S
he

             
            

had  a passio
n  fo

r  q
uilt  

collectin
g,  m

aking  art  q
uilts

,    a
nd 

sponsorin
g learning opportu

nitie
s fo

r o
ther   q

uilte
rs, 

as 

well a
s g

ardening, bird
ing, and being outdoors. 

 

Those who knew her w
ell s

poke of  her a
s a

 global 

thinker, a
 “go-to

” perso
n, and having a “get it

 done” 

attit
ude.  

She was in
volved in many activitie

s b
esid

es 

quiltin
g 

and 
loved 

attending football games, 

concerts,
 and family events. 

 

Sara held a degree in Home Economics fr
om th

e 

Universit
y of  N

ebraska and was m
arrie

d fo
r 4

0 

years t
o D

r. B
yron D

illo
w, w

ho preceded her in
 

death in
 2002.  S

he is 
survived by one daughter 

and two sons, 
 and  their 

 spouses, 
and six

 

grandchildren.  S
ara had re

cently re
tire

d as t
he 

Acquisit
ions Coordinator for the Internatio

nal 

Quilt 
Study C

enter a
t U

NL.  I
n 1994 sh

e w
as 

inducted into the NSQG Hall of  Fame. 
 She 

authored th
e book Repiecin

g th
e Past.  

Her 

daughter s
aid, “

For a
 woman w

ho never h
ad a 

passp
ort, 

we had to
 notify

 a lot o
f  people around th

e world
 th

at sh
e had died.”  

She w
ill 

be m
isse

d by so
 m

any.  
(A

n artic
le b

y P
aulett

e P
eter

s d
escr

ibing S
ara and her 

con
trib

ution
s to

 quiltin
g w

as printed in the N
SQG February 2

006 newslet
ter,

 p. 
5.) 

Memoria
ls to

 IQ
SC Build

ing Fund in
 Sara’s M

emory 

  

If  you wish
 to

 m
ake a m

emorial and have it 
go to

ward th
e pledge of  N

ebraska 

State Quilt G
uild’s I

nternatio
nal Q

uilt S
tudy Center B

uilding Fund, please se
nd 

it t
o:  M

arie
 C

lark, 2
408 M

uirfi
eld Pl., 

Columbus, N
E 68601.  

Be su
re to

 

make your check out to
 NSQG (N

ebraska State Quilt G
uild).  Y

ou may note on 

the check th
at it

 is 
in M

emory of  Sara Dillo
w--IQ

SC Building Fund.  M
arie will 

collect th
e m

oney, k
eep a re

cord, and th
en notify

 th
e family of  any m

emorials 

that are received in Sara’s m
emory. 

     
     

     
     

     
     

  

Nebraska Q
uilte

rs M
ourn Loss of  D

ear F
rie

nd

Sara Rhodes D
illo

w - N
SQG Legacy Contin

ues Afte
r F

ounder’s
 D

eath 

   
   

Sa

ra
 R

hodes Dillow

Sara D
illo

w lea
ds a tou

r of
 the 

Dillo
w Colle

ctio
n at th

e T
hrea

ds 

Acros
s N

ebraska 2007 Show.
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The Public Grand Opening for the NEW International Quilt Study Center & 

Museum is set for Sunday, March 30, 2008. This long-awaited day will start with 

free   admission  for   all   visitors   from 1:30 - 4:30  p.m.     Guided  tours,  

entertainment,  and  

children’s activities are 

planned to mark the 

celebration of  the open-

ing of  this world class 

museum. A free public 

lecture on contemporary 

quilts will be presented by 

quilting luminary Nancy 

Crow at 4 p.m.

Two quilt exhibitions will inaugurate 

the new galleries: 

“Quilts in Common” features 

selections from the Center’s  permanent 

collections focusing on the common 

visual and conceptual elements they share. 

Unexpected combinations create a fascinating 

and memorable exhibition featuring many 

quilt masterpieces, certainly not to be missed. 

“Nancy Crow: Cloth, Culture, Context” 

features Crow works from the International 

Quilt Study Center & 

International Quilt Study Center Grand Opening
Quilt Exhibitions Inaugurate New Galleries in Lincoln, NE

International Quilt Study Center & Museum, UNL

Bias Cut  (1986) - 1997.007.1068

Photo Credit to: Dave Kostelnik

Continued On Page 3
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With great classes and lectures, our ten national 

teachers and our outstanding state teachers, the 

vendor’s mall, lots of  quilts, fantastic meals, and 

those quilting friends you may only see once a 

year at convention, we’re looking forward to 

welcoming you to Chadron, July 24th - 27th, for 

“Stars Over the Pine Ridge”!  
   

We hope you were excited by the wonderful selection of  classes you could 

choose from!  You should all receive a postcard with your class confirmations 

by June 20th.  If  you change your mind as to what classes or lectures you wish to 

attend, you may e-mail convention co-chair Cindy Scheinost and she will work 

with you on possible changes.  When you receive notification of  your classes 

we encourage you to go to www.nsqg.org to double check for any changes to 

the class supply lists or pre-class preparation instructions.  Before heading to 

Chadron please check the website again because any changes will be posted as 

we are notified.   

The convention book is also being posted on the Chadron State College website 

at www.csc.edu.  We’re excited that, because the convention is being held on 

the college campus, we have the facilities available to us so we can offer you 

Electric Quilt 6 computer classes and the planetarium show!  We want to thank 

Chadron State College for allowing the planetarium to host our “Stars Over the 

Pine Ridge” star show.  

It’s still not too late to try your skills at making our Block Challenge – have you 

figured out the easiest way to make it?  This is not an exchange block so make 

it any size you want.  Just make it and bring it!  After the convention you’ll 

have the first block of  your next project; one that 

will remind you of  the fun you had at QuiltNE 08.

Don’t forget about our Friendship Bag Exchange 

and Block Drawing.  The bag is easy to make and 

has lots of  uses!  The block for the Block Drawing 

is a snap to make (the directions have a correction, 

so please check online for the change) – wouldn’t it 

be fun to go home with enough blocks for a quilt 

covered in friendship stars surrounded by “logs”?  

QUILTNEBRASKA 2008

Continued On Page 3

E

www.nsqg.org
Visit our web site and keep
current on the state guild’s

events and news.

Submitted by Sandra K. Kosch, Quilt Study Fund Chair

Submitted by Sue Chaffee



6

ARAPAHOE

Wagners Quilts & Conversation
523 Nebraska Ave.

Arapahoe, NE 68922
308-962-7855

www.wagners-supermarketarapahoe.com
naomir@atcjet.net

Mon-Sat: 9 - 6
SHOP HOP  STOP April 16- 26, 2009

AUBURN

The Fabric Fairie

900 Central Ave
Auburn, NE 69305

pamelasfirst@windstream.net
402-274-4454

Mon & Wed: 11 -5, Tue & Fri: 11 - 6
Thurs: 11 - 9, Sat: 9 - 3

BRIDGEPORT

JAN SEARS, Certified Quilt Appraiser
Rt 1 Box 3231

Bridgeport, NE 69336
JANMSEARS5@cs.com

308-262-1031
Appraisals of  quilts, quilted textiles and 

sewing rooms; Lectures, Classes

Quilt Shops & Related Businesses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

CAMBRIDGE

Cottage Inspirations
710 Nasby St.

Cambridge, NE 69022
308-697-4000

www.cottageinspirations.com
cottage@cottageinspirations.com

Tues-Fri: 11 - 5:30; Sat: 10 - 4

FULLERTON

Calico Annie’s Quilt Shop
210 Broadway - PO Box 661

Fullerton, NE 68638
308-536-2925

www.calicoanniesquiltshop.com
calicoannie@qwestoffice.net
Mon-Fri: 9 - 5; Sat: 9 - Noon

HASTINGS

Calico Cottage
731 W. 2nd St.

Hastings, NE 68901
402-463-6767

calicocottage@alltel.net
Mon-Fri: 9:30 - 5:30; Sat: 9:30 - 5

(Summer Sat: 9:30 - 3)

Check out  IQSC&M upcoming events at 
www.quiltstudy.org/visit_us/events.

Location: 1523 North 33rd St, Lincoln, Nebraska.  Hours:  Tuesday - Saturday 10 - 4:30 pm, 

Sunday 1 - 4:30 pm.  402-472-6549

From Imitation to Icon:  
The Evolution of  Chintz Appliqué Quilts. The May 1st lecture will be fabulous with the expert 
from London.  See Page 9 of  this newsletter for details of  this lecture and other related programs for 
this exhibition.  To May 24, 2009.

Yikes, Stripes! 
Lots of  strips and bar quilts.  This exhibition is very interesting visually! To April 5, 2009.  

Grace Snyder: A Life In Extraordinary Stitches

Surefire draw for Nebraska quilters!  They will have loaned quilts from the family as well as the famous Petit Point 
Quilt from the Nebraska History Museum.  April 10 - June 14, 2009.

Quilt Japan:  

Selections from the 9th Annual Quilt Nihon Exhibition.  June 19 - July 19, 2009.

The Global Quilt: Cultural Contexts 2009 Symposium Keynote speakers:

Jennifer Harris, "Innovation and Tradition in Contemporary Craft Practice"

Jennifer Harris is the Deputy Director/Curator of  Textiles at the Whitworth Art Gallery, which is part of  the University of  Manchester in 

the United Kingdom. She has most recently curated the major exhibitions Take 4: New Perspectives on the British Art Quilt and Indigo: A Blue 

to Dye For. Dr. Harris is the author of  numerous books including the title 5000 Years of  Textiles, published by the British Museum Press 

in association with the Whitworth Art Gallery and the Victoria and Albert Museum. She is an Elected Fellow of  the Royal Society of  Arts 

and a Trustee of  the Crafts Study Centre, Surrey Institute of  Art and Design.  Thursday, April 2, 2009, 7:00 p.m.  Reservations strongly 

encouraged, call 472-6549; admission is $10 for members and $15 for non-members.

Jacqueline Atkins, "Innovation and Tradition in Contemporary Craft Practice"

Jacqueline M. Atkins, a textile historian, is the Kate Fowler Merle-Smith Curator of  Textiles for the Allentown Art Museum, Allentown, 

Pennsylvania. She lectures and writes on American and Japanese quilts, textile history, and American folk art. Her most recent books are 

Quilting Transformed: A History of  Contemporary Quilting in the United States and Wearing Propaganda: Textiles on the Home Front in 

Japan, Britain, and the United States, 1931-1945, based on her exhibition of  the same name.  Dr. Atkins is a Board member of  Studio Art 

Quilt Associates (SAQA) and, for the past six years, has been a judge for the Japan Quilt Grand Prix.  Sunday April 4, 2009, 11:00 a.m. 

The Atkins Lecture is held at the Holiday Inn Downtown and is open to Cultural Context 2009 symposium registrants.

HOLDREGE

Quilter’s Delight
323 West Ave.

Holdrege, NE 68949
308-995-2728

quilter@atcjet.net
Mon-Wed & Fri: 9:30 - 5:30;

Thurs till 8: Sat till 5

KEARNEY

The Quilters Cottage
2220 Central Ave.

Kearney, NE 68847
308-367-6348

www.quilterscottage.net
quilters.cottage@hotmail.com

Mon-Fri: 9 - 5; Sat: 9 - 12

OMAHA

DellaJane Hand Dyes
Della Alice Cruz

15337 California St.
Omaha, NE 68154

402-498-2793
alice@dellajane.com
www.dellajane.com

WAKEFIELD

The Quilt Shop
301 North Main

Wakefield, NE 68784
402-287-2325

quilts@huntel.net
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Quilting Events         
February 7, 2009  (IQSC&M)
Quilt Identification Day, reservation is needed, call 402-472-6549.  $10 per quilt non-member, $8.00 per quilt member.  Hours: 10 - 1 pm.

February 28, 2009  (IQSC&M)
Quiltmaking demonstration - Chintz Appliqué.  Hours: 10 - 1 pm.

March 6, 2009  (IQSC&M)
First Friday, free admission public lecture.   “An  Aesthetic  Life:  The  Story  of  Quiltmaker Rose Kretsinger”, Jonathan Gregory Lecture and reception sponsored 

by the Lincoln Quilters Guild in celebration of  National Quilting Day during March.  Hours: 5 - 7 pm.

March 28, 2009  (IQSC&M)
Quiltmaking demonstration - Doll Quilts.  Hours: 10 - 1 pm.

March 29, 2009  (IQSC&M)
Public lecture.   “Like Gulliver’s Clothes: Early British Patchwork”, Bridget Long, United Kindgom, 2009 International Quilt Study Center Fellowship recipient.  

Hours: 2 - 3 pm.

February 2009  (Rocky Mountain Quilt Museum)
Lacey Lou & Sunbonnet Sue; Quilts from the RMQM Collection.  Fans of  “Sunbonnet Sue” and all her friends will have a real treat when the next show opens.  

Quilts featuring “the girl with the bonnet”, mostly from the 1930’s time frame, will be hanging.
  
Block Obsession; 19th Century Patchwork Divas.  A group of  quilters calling themselves “Divas” worked with reproduction fabrics to create quilts from designs in 

the 1800s.

A special treat will be a display of  a 1970’s English medallion-style children’s bed quilt, the oldest piece ever displayed at the Museum.

Hours: Monday - Saturday, 10 - 4 pm.  Gallery admission is $6 for adults, $4 for seniors and $3 for children 6-12.  Children 5 and under are admitted free, and 

free for museum members.   1111 Washington Ave, Golden, CO,  www.rmqm.org.

June 2009
This quilting cruise is dedicated to making Quilts of  Valor for our wounded warriors.  Six-Hour Quilts made during a quilt-a-thon on board will be   

donated  to  charity.   There   will  be  time  to share other charitable projects, show and tell, and we will have dinner together each night as a group.  

Machines are provided for you by Janome.  All supplies and kits will be provided. Help us make a difference! We invite non-quilting cruisers to join us to 

make even more quilts.  I hope you quilters will join me.  Contact Kaye Wood 1-800-248-5293 or www.kayewood.com or www.kayewoodTV.com.

Threads Across Nebraska
Threads Across Nebraska will be held October 2 & 3, 2009, at the Heartland Events 

Center in Grand Island, NE.  The event will begin Thursday afternoon with the vendors 

moving in and the hanging of  the quilts.  The show hours will be 9:00 am to 6:00 pm 

on Friday and  9:00 am to 4:00 pm on Saturday.  Take down will begin when the show closes.  If  you have not had 

the pleasure of  being at the Heartland Events Center before, you will be pleased to enjoy the quilts and vendors on 

the same level. 
 

The plan for Threads Across Nebraska 2009 is to feature 

quilters from across the state similar to the first year it was 

held. Watch for details to follow on the NSQG website and in 

future newsletters.
 

We will need volunteers to be chairpersons and members for 

the following committees: set-up, take down, publicity and quilt 

security. Also, if  you want to be kept up to date with the most 

current info, we will have an email list serve mailing to achieve 

this. If  you want your name to be included,  please email me           

at          lkillion@agnet.net    with    a    copy        to

lkillion@frontiernet.net. This will allow me to help you 

whether I’m at work or at home.

Submitted by LeAnne Killion, Chairman, Threads Across NE
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NSQG 2009 Awards

Hall of  Fame   –  Lifetime achievement and significant contributions to the heritage and lore of  quilts and  

 quilt making in the state of  Nebraska.

Golden Thread –  Consistent efforts and great contributions to the art of  quilt making in the state of    

 Nebraska.

Silver Thread   –  Recent achievements and contributions to the art of  quilt making in the state of  Nebraska.

Radiant Star    –  “Outstanding Deed Well Done”

Variable Star    –  Celebrates the diversity of  quilts in Nebraska and recognizes a noteworthy individual  

 contribution to the heritage of  quilt making in the state of  Nebraska.

Look around - do you know any NSQG member who should receive one of  these awards? It is time to nominate 

them! A nomination form is included in your newsletter. You can also access the nomination form via the NSQG 

web site, www.nsqg.org. Fill out the nomination form completely. It is important to include as much information as 

possible on your nominee. Add additional documentation when it is available. A list of  previous winners is listed on 

page 9.

Deadline for nominations is April 30, 2009. Mail nomination forms and supporting documentation to 

Dianne Thomas, 3091 S 99th Avenue, Omaha, NE 68124.

If  you are interested in serving on the 2009 NSQG Awards Committee, please e-mail dduncanthomas@cox.net or 

call 402-390-9490.
Submitted by Dianne Thomas, 2009 Awards Chair

2008 Memorial 

Gift Donation
NSQG has an annual Memorial Fund 

of  $250 per year, which is donated 

to a worthy charity in the names of  

members, past and present, or NSQG 

award recipients, who have passed 

away during the year.  It was decided 

at the October 2008 Board meeting 

that the 2008 Memorial Gift donation 

would be made to the IQSC Building 

Fund Pledge in the memory of  Ruth 

Borowski (Grant, NE), Sara Dillow 

(Fremont, NE), Mildred Parker 

(Kearney, NE) and others unknown.

Submitted by Darice Cecil, Membership Chair   !"##$%&"'()*+)(,%-"$.
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NSQG Master List of  Award Winners

Hall of  Fame
Ernest Haight, Grace Snyder, Mary Ghormley (1987); Nebraska Quilt Project (1990); Louise Howey (1991); Sara Dillow (1994); Quilt 

Preservation Project, Ardis and Robert James (1998); Lois Gottsch (2000); Paulette Peters (2002); Mildred Parker (2003); Patricia  Cox 

Crews, Ph.D. (2006); Brenda Groelz (2008)

Golden Thread
Wanda Dawson, Agnes Kleier, Joan Waldman (1987); Lois Gottsch, Alice Torpin (1988); Paulette Peters, Louise Howey (1989); 

Dororthy Boettner, Sara Dillow, Jan Stehlik, Patty Kennedy, Carol Uebner, Mildred Parker (1990); Shelly Burge, Sue Volkmer, 

Bertilla Conroy, St. Joseph Villa Auxiliary (1991); Diane Deahl, Eleanor Hunnel (1992); Sandra Anderson, Marion Fosler, Brenda 

Groelz (1993); Bea Bauerle, Hazel Meyers, Eleanor Roberts (1994); Dianne Thomas (1995); Joan Waldman, Marjean Sargent 

(1996); elinor peace bailey (1997); Susan Seidel, Lois Lant posthumously (1998); Jean Ang, Jean Ford (2000); Mona Jeanne Easter, 

Em Jorgenson, Judy McClure, Bonnie Miller, Stella Schaffert (2001); Alice Nekuda (2002); Sandi McMillan (2003), Esther 

Kleinkauf, Mary Richling (2004); Carol J. Falk, Ph.D. (2007); Sheila Green, Carol Kusek, Pat Sears (2008)

Silver Thread
Judy McClure, Cheryl Nelson, Chris Dahlman, Judy Zinn (1987); Sara Dillow, Shelly Burge, Diane Harris (1988); Brenda Gorelz, Pam 

Haas, Dianne Thomas (1989); Janee Dlugosh, Mona Jeanne Easter, Mildred Fauquet, Fay Kliewer, Janet Kugler (1990); Janet Phillips, Jenny 

Raymond, Mary Milligan, Pinky Clemens (1991); June Vogltance, Kathy Murphy, Jean Ang, Janet Bamesburger (1992); Lynn Greer, Katie 

Wilson (1993); Pat Anderson, Nancy Dissmeyer, Kari Ronning (1994); Bonnie Kucera, Elaine Martin, Peg Pennell (1995); Nan Rippe 

(1996); The Corny Bunch, Laura Franchini, Sharon Rexroad Ericson (1997); Shirle Chaffin (1998); Janice Lippincott, Denice Henrickson 

(1999); Jenny Raymond, Julie Prescott (2000); Sara and Byron Dillow (2001); Lana Jo Reffert, Ann Bade (2002), Roxann O’Hare (2003), 

Leah Sorensen Hayes (2005)

Radiant Star
Frankie Best, Claudia O’Neill (1990); Jean Davie, Judy Lane, Brenda Groelz [2] (1991); Marjean Sargent, Jean Gausman (1992); Zelma 

Fobben, Corelia Threet (1993); Jo Baxter, Carleen Anderson, Sandy Yoder, Dianne Thomas (1994); Diann Sorenson, Jenny Raymond 

(1995); Mary Richling, Susan Richling, Alberta Martens (1996); Roni Vapenik, Nancy Dissmeyer, Sandi McMillan, Linda Winter (1997); 

Cindy Scheinost, Jan Sears (1998); Beatrice Quilters Guild, Sandy Anderson, Kathi Kinnaman, Connie Strope (1999); Mary Richling, Cindy 

Erickson, Jan Fry, Fay Kliewer (2000); Sue Boyer, Sharon Nejedly (2002); Merikay Gengenbach, Jenny Raymond, Gloria Hanna, Sandy 

Hanson, Brenda Kincaid (2002); Julie Burgess, Jan Fry, Jamie Scully, Ann Reimer, Jo Morton, Susan Weber, Sara Dillow, Judy McClure, 

Janet Kugler, and Katie Wilson (2003), Katy Miller, Shirley Myris (2004) Janee Dlugosh, Jeane Stark , Diane Neff (2005); Sue Boyer, 

Alice Nekuda, Ann Walker (2006); Cindy Hansen, Fay Kliewer, Jo Morton, Donna Stratker, Pam Thomas, Gail Zeller 

(2008).

Variable Star
Ruth Hanson, Minnie Rachow, Ruth Lippincott, Mary Weaver (1990); Marilyn Maurstad (1992); Barbara Herder, Mona Mueller (1993); 

Joan Biasucci, Roni Vapenik (1994); Esther Kleinkauf, Carole Samples, Chris Wiegers (1995); Sandi McMillan (1997); Rita Lukes, Mary 

Alyce Grow (1996); Janie Borg, North Platte Valley Museum Quilters (1998); Marilyn Ernst (1999); Dee Augustin, Donna Stratker (2000); 

Marion Fosler (2001) Rita Jaworski (2002), Burnie Kratky, Arlene Badgley (2005); Marilyn Debban, Eileen Peterson (2006); 

Diane Swartzlander (2008)

Special Recognition
Mary Obrist posthumously (1990)

Submitted by Alice Cruz, 2008 Awards Chair

!"!"!"!



Chintz Appliqué: From Imitation to Icon
Quilts Tell Story of  Textile Fashion, Technology and Trade

The new exhibition of  iconic 19th century quilts traces connections of  textile fashion, technology and trade in “Chintz 

Appliqué: From Imitation to Icon” at the International Quilt Study Center & Museum. Inspired by the painted and printed 

cottons of  India, famous for their lively beauty and lasting qualities, the stunning colors and artistry of  chintz appliqué 

quilts made them icons in the nineteenth century. They are considered among the most beautifully crafted, vibrantly colored 

and largest quilts ever made in America. The 21 quilts, circa 1790-1850, presented in the exhibition organized by Curator 

of  Collections Carolyn Ducey, give a glimpse into their makers’ lives and society. "Chintz Appliqué: From Imitation to 

Icon" is on view  through May 17, 2009, at the museum on the East Campus of  the University of  Nebraska-Lincoln.

Inventive American and European women imitated the look of  costly Indian textiles by cutting and applying pieces 

of  chintz to neutral backgrounds. Chintz, polished cotton of  verdant foliage and leaves colored in multiple rich hues, 

was unlike anything Europeans had known. Its lustrous beauty evoked visions of  strange cultures and unknown lands. 

Challenges in international trade, trade imbalances and consumer demands mark the story of  the chintz evolution.

Printed cottons came to Europe from India, first as a novelty, used initially as barter in the three-way trade for spices 

in the late 1500s. The overwhelming popularity of  these printed cottons strained the important wool and silk markets 

in England and France in the final years of  the 

seventeenth century, leading to government 

bans on Indian imports in Great Britain. At 

the same time, European manufacturers tried 

to meet the high demand for printed cotton 

fabrics by mastering the complex dyeing 

methods. New mechanized processes led to 

faster and less expensive cotton spinning, 

weaving and printing. By the time trade 

restrictions were relaxed in the mid-1770s, 

British manufacturers had cornered the market, 

effectively eliminating India from the trade.

American chintz appliqué quilts were almost 

exclusively constructed of  British printed 

fabrics. The British maintained tight control 

of  chintz production until the 1830s when the 

United States became a player in the cotton printing 

industry. Chintz appliqué quilts were made during a period of  marked changes in all aspects of  American society. 

Family-oriented rural communities, in which most of  life’s necessities were produced by a family’s own labor, were 

altered as families moved to urban centers and took on factory jobs. Manufactured goods became plentiful and 

affordable, and paychecks provided the means to purchase fashionable items. Textile markets boomed and change 

appeared in the fabric of  American lives. This exhibition explores one aspect of  that pivotal time in America’s history.

Tree of  Life Chintz Appliqué cira 1800
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The quilts on display come from America’s 

eastern seaboard, including pieces from 

the Delaware Bay area of  Philadelphia and 

Baltimore, and others from Virginia and 

the Carolinas. They are drawn primarily 

from the center’s Ardis and Robert James 

Collection and the Byron and Sara Rhodes 

Dillow Collection. Funding for this 

exhibition and related programming was 

generously provided by the Robert and 

Ardis James Foundation. The May 1, 2009, 

lecture by Rosemary Crill, Senior Curator 

at Britain’s prestigious Victoria and Albert 

Museum, is the first of  the International 

Lectureship Series supported by the 

Byron and Sara Rhodes Dillow Excellence 

Fund. A 64 page, full-color monograph 

of  the exhibition is available for purchase.

The International Quilt Study Center & Museum was founded in 1997 and is now the home of  the largest publicly 

held quilt collection in the world. The museum opened in its new location in 2008. The privately-funded, glass and 

brick "green" building houses more than 2,800 quilts, as well as state-of-the-art research and storage space, and 

custom-crafted galleries. The new facility enhances the center’s ability to pursue its mission to collect, preserve, study, 

exhibit, and promote discovery of  quilts and quiltmaking traditions from many cultures, countries, and times. For 

information on hours and admission visit www.quiltstudy.org or call 402-472-6549. 

Chintz Appliqué Workshop led by NQA-certified teacher Kriss Moulds.  Registration is required.

Saturdays, March 7, 14, and 21, 2009, 10:30 am -12:30 pm.   Cost: $50 members, $55 non-members (materials 

included).

Chintz Family Day activities for the whole family based on the exhibition. Free with admission.

Saturday, March 21, 2009, 10:00 am -1:00 pm

Lecture “Chintz: Indian Textiles for the West” by Rosemary Crill, Senior Curator in the Asian department at the 

Victoria and Albert Museum in Great Britain. Free admission, underwritten by the Byron and Sara Rhodes Dillow 

Excellence Fund.  Friday, May 1, 2009, 5:30 pm.

Guided Tours

Public guided tours of  "Chintz Appliqué: From Imitation to Icon" are available on Wednesdays at 11:00 am and 

Saturdays at 11:00 am and 1:00 pm. These tours are free with admission. Reserved guided tours for groups of  10 

or more are available during public hours. Please schedule at least four weeks in advance. Call 402-472-6579 or email 

iqsc-tours@unlnotes.unl.edu. Audio guides of  the exhibition are available on a first-come, first-served basis and are 

free of  charge.

Submitted by Maureen Ose, Communications Coordinator, IQSC&M

Related Programs at IQSC&M

Album Chintz Appliqué dated 1842
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For more information contact Annie Wemhoff at 308-536-2925, 

or calicoannie@qwestoffice.net.

11th Annual Nebraska Shop Hop
April 16 - 26, 2009



NSQG AWARDS NOMINATION FORM

AWARDS CATEGORIES:

Hall of Fame  –  Lifetime achievement and significant contributions to the heritage and lore of  

   quilts and quilt making in the state of Nebraska.

Golden Thread   –  Consistent efforts and great contributions to the art of quilt making in the state of  

  Nebraska.

Silver Thread      –  Recent achievements and contributions to the art of quilt making in the state of Nebraska.

Radiant Star  –  “Outstanding Deed Well Done”

Variable Star      –  Celebrates the diversity of quilts in Nebraska and recognizes a noteworthy individual 

   contribution to the heritage of quilt making in the state of Nebraska.

NOMINEE INFORMATION:

Name ________________________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________________

City ___________________________________  State _____   Zip ______________

Daytime Phone ____________________   Evening Phone __________________

1. Which award do you feel your nominee deserves:

2. What do you feel is your nominee’s main contribution to the art of quilting in Nebraska? Please be as descriptive 

as possible.

3. Please list if your nominee has contributed to quilting in the following areas:

a. Teacher (what kinds of classes and where have they taught):

b. Lecturer (lecture topics and where given):

c. Quiltmaker (list any awards or ribbons as well as overall quality):

d. Researcher (list books, magazines or newsletter articles or other contributions):

e. Organizer (list specific examples):

f. Conservator (list specific examples):

g. Promoter (list specific examples):

h. Volunteer (list specific examples):

i. Other:

4. How long has your nominee been active in quilting in the state of Nebraska and in general?



5. What guild(s) does your nominee belong to? List the names of the guilds, location (if applicable), and how long 

nominee has been a member.

a. Local:

b. State:

c. National:

6. In what capacities has your nominee served in the above guilds? List the title (i.e. Chairman, Treasurer) and the 

year(s) they served. Include a description of what that particular job entailed.

7. Has your nominee ever received any awards from any local, state or national guilds? If so, why? Include a 

description of why that award was given.

8. List family information that may be applicable.

Please include a photo of your nominee if possible. Include any newspaper articles or supporting documents.

Nominator Information: (You may remain anonymous; however, you MUST then include other contacts.)

Name _____________________________________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip ____________________________________________________________

Daytime Phone _____________________ Evening Phone ______________________

List other possible contacts in addition to yourself:

NAME ADDRESS DAYTIME 

PHONE

EVENING 

PHONE

Please use a separate form for each nomination. Feel free to copy the form as required. Attach additional pages if 

necessary. Typing for easy legibility is preferred. Be complete – don’t assume the awards committee already knows your 

nominee’s qualifications. Send your nomination(s) by April 30, 2009, to:

Dianne Thomas

NSQG Awards Chairman

3091 South 99th Ave.

Omaha, NE 68124

Questions? Call 402-390-9490


