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Knowing that children in crisis could benefit from their talents and resources 
was all the invitation the women of  Plum Creek Quilter’s Guild in Lexington 
needed to inspire the members to start sewing and using their stash of  fabrics.

In January, PCQG members Annette Harris and Rhonda Johnson announced a 
new service project of  making tote bags to be distributed by Health & Human 
Services when a child is taken into protective custody.  Members were given a 
basic pattern to construct a simple 14-inch by 16-inch bag with handles. 

Johnson’s daughter-in-law, Jeni Johnson, works for Health and Human Services. 
She mentioned that children hurriedly removed from a home by authorities 
often take no personal items with them. Having something tangible to give a 
child helps ease their fears and guarantees some basic needs are met.

Members of  PCQG responded with 75 bags at 
the February meeting. Rhonda Johnson said, “I 
was very surprised at how many people made 
bags and the variety of  bags.”  Some bags were 
lined and others embellished. “They know it’s 
for a really good cause,” Johnson said of  the 

response.

In addition to bags, members donated basic 
supplies to fill the bags such as socks, coloring books, crayons, books, cars, 
trucks, dolls and stuffed animals. New member Melinda Garrelts offered her 
collection of  Beanie Babies stuffed animals that were stored behind glass. 

Dentist  Mike Mandelko  donated toothbrushes and small tubes of  toothpaste. 

During the February PCQG meeting a total of  20 bags were filled with age 
appropriate items, ready to be handed over to Health and Human Services. Bags 
were designed for two age categories; birth to three and three to six. Rhonda 
Johnson has said that some of  the bags have already been distributed to needy 
children.

The guild will continue the service 
project of  making bags and 
accepting donations throughout 
the year. Annette Harris said, “The 
response has just been fantastic. It 
sounds like we may get donations 
from other organizations, as word 
spreads about what we are doing, 
as well. I think this is a great service 
project.”

Submitted by Marlena Ward

Children In Crisis Inspire The
Members of  Plum Creek Quilter’s Guild 



 . . .  President’s Message   . . .

Dear Members,

Spring is almost here!  I can tell by the changing variety of  birds at my 

bird feeder. My mother taught me to save all the cut off  ends of  thread 

and yarn during the year.  In the spring, we would go around the yard 

and put the colorful threads out for the birds to build their nests with.  I 

have added small clippings of  fabric to this mixture.  My grandchildren 

now help me with the distribution.  Later in the spring, we go for walks 

to identify nests made with our threads.  It makes me smile to know 

that I have helped another mother care for her children.

I have a confession to make! I told you in the last newsletter that I was 

cleaning my sewing room.  The bin for items for the Silent Auction is 

still in the middle of  the floor.  It is slowly being filled up.  The rest 

of  the room is still knee deep with fabric, magazines and other sewing 

paraphernalia.  There is a narrow path from the sewing machine to the 

cutting table to the ironing board.  I cut out my New Year’s quilt and 

then got carried away sewing it.  When the top was made, I just had 

to start quilting it!  My dogs love the selection of  fabric piles that they 

convert into temporary dog beds.  They always seem to choose the 

fabric that I will need next. Do any of  you understand this? 

Quilt Nebraska Co-Chairs, Carol Brandl and LeAnn Frobom, along 

with their committee chairs, have been diligently working to have a 

memorable Quilt Nebraska 2009.  The theme of  this year’s convention 

is “Defining Piece”.  Be sure to read the articles on QNE O9 and 

the IQSC Pledge fund-raising plans for QNE. We should be able to 

reach our fund-raising goal at this convention.  I have made a wool 

felted purse to be auctioned off.  This will be the first year that the 

Convention Booklet will be on the website.  It will be a great way to 

use our website and cut down on the printing and mailing costs of  the 

Convention Booklet.  Watch for your postcard that will tell you when 

to look at the website.  Be sure to help those quilt friends who do not 

have internet access.  This will be the first year that my daughter, Laura 

Barber, will be attending convention.  We are making it a Mother- 

Daughter weekend.  She is looking forward to meeting new friends 

and learning more about quilts and quilting. Last year my room-mate 

Peggy Bruns and I were next to some “First Timers”.  They were up 

most of  the night sewing and visiting!  Peggy and I had a ball just 

listening to their enthusiasm.  Is there someone special  you would like 

to bring to convention with you?  Someone else is coming with me, 

ELVIS!  That is right!  I bought the Elvis quilt made by Bea Bauerle at 

last year’s auction.  He has been with me on every trip since then.  You 

never know what will be available at the QNE Auction!   

Now is the time to nominate those special quilters that deserve to 

be recognized with an award from NSQG.  The nomination form is 

available on-line at the NSQG website, www.nsqg.org.  Take a few 

moments to reflect on those quilters that merit acknowledgment and 

honor.  Be sure to have your nomination form in on time.

Nebraska State Quilt Guild

Board of Directors

Merikay Gengenbach                      President

PO Box 340                    Lexington, NE 68850

308-324-4628   merikaygengenbach7@gmail.com

Sandy Hanson                        President-Elect

180009 Thomas Dr.       Scottsbluff, NE 69361

308-632-3309                    sjhquilter@actcom.net

Kandy Adams                                  Secretary

1224 Beal St.                     Ogallala, NE 69153

308-284-8330                  dspring2@charter.net

Marty Kleppinger                           Treasurer

03a East Shore Dr. 2  Johnson Lake, NE 68937

308-325-0032        mkleppinger001@msn.com
 

Connie Phillips (1st yr)         Region I Director

3595 Superior Rd.               Seward, NE 68434

402-523-5265     robinconnie@windstream.net

Lois Wilson  (2nd yr)             Region I Director

6110 Old Farm Ct.              Lincoln, NE 68512

402-328-8185               lwilson6110@alltel.net

Barbara Peitzmeier(1st yr) Region II Director

314 S. McNamara St.    Bloomfield, NE 68718

402-373-4663             bpeitzmeier@gpcom.net

Sheri Ruwe (2nd yr)              Region II Director

PO Box 509                         Hooper, NE 68031

402-654-3580               saruwe@midlands.net
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308-762-9190                     sea1mseb@bbc.net
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308-324-7218                bhinrichs@cccneb.edu
 

Bea Bauerle                                         Advisor

73129 328 Ave.               Champion, NE 69023

308-882-5947                      dcecil@neb.rr.com

Membership  in   NSQG   is   open   to  all 

individuals.  New members will continue to be 

welcomed at any time.  Memberships run from 

January 1st through December 31st.  Dues are 

$20.00   per   year.  Please send all change of 

address information and dues to Darice Cecil:

Darice Cecil         Membership Chair NSQG

2625 Rathbone Rd.             Lincoln, NE 68502 

402-476-9124                      dcecil@neb.rr.com

©Nebraska State Quilt Guild

Please send information, pictures or newspa-
per    articles   about    NSQG  members  or  
activities  to  NSQG HISTORIAN: Jean 
Ford, 43080 Rd 776, Oconto, NE 68860-

1215, 308-858-4516, jford@gpcom.net.

HISTORIAN

Continued on Page 32



  In Stitches, 
Merikay Gengenbach 

NSQG President
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Nebraska State Quilt Guild

Newsletter / Advertising

We   invite  the  submission of   previously un-

published       documents       and        personal 

correspondence from our readers.  We reserve 

the right to publish, in whole or in part, any 

letters or submitted articles we receive.  While 

we cannot accept responsibility for unsolicited 

material, we would be happy to return it   to  its   

author   if   a stamped,   self-addressed envelope 

is included.

The NSQG newsletter is published six times 

a year.  Publication deadline is the 15th of  the 

months of    February,   April,  June,  August,  

October,  and December.    Articles  are due 

to the   editor   by   the   25th  of   the  previous 

publication month:  

        April 25th for June 15th Issue

        June 25th for August 15th Issue

        August 25th for October 15th Issue

        October 25th for December 15th Issue

The  editor  reserves the right to accept or reject 

advertising requests.  Ads must be quilt related.  

Advertising  must be submitted by  the 20th 

of  each    previous   publication     month,    i.e.  

February 20th  for  the  April  publication:  

        April 20th for June 15th Issue

        June 20th for August 15th Issue

        August 20th for October 15th Issue

        October 20th for December 15th Issue

Camera ready ads  must  be either jpegs, tiffs, 

or psd (Photoshop)  files.  If  you  don’t  have  

a camera ready ad, please contact the editor to 

contract an ad design.   Check with the editor for 

ad rates and sizes available.  Ads are placed on a   

space  available basis.     All    ads    must    be pre-

paid.  Please make your check payable to NSQG.     

Mail payment with ad materials to the Editor.

Betz McMahon      Newsletter Editor NSQG

PO Box 865                         Wisner, NE 68791          

402-529-3543                betzmc@cableone.net

                                     

President’s Message continued from page 2

I promised to introduce you to members of  my “fiber therapy” group 

the BASKET CASES. Three of  the members wrote short articles about 

themselves and their quilt journey.  

Linda Anderson begins:  “I was never in a guild (silly me) until we moved 

to Lexington six years ago.  I felt the need to do something for myself  

and meet people with similar interests.  After attending guest night I’ve 

been a member and now a past president of  the Plum Creek Quilt 

Guild.  That in itself  is reward enough but getting involved in a small 

group called BASKET CASES is a bonus! It’s fiber therapy through 

and through.  These gals are really “full-of  –it”…I mean full of  hints, 

tips, support, and suggestions.  They are like gardeners planting seeds all 

around.  Our gatherings are like a feast at Thanksgiving!  Leaving our 

sessions, you feel like you’ve been to your “feel good place”.  “The value 

of  a friend is not measured by the size of  her stash, but by the warmth 

of  being together.”  Thank you, Linda.  

Jean Ford writes, “My friendships in “The Baskets Cases, a Fiber Therapy 

Group” have become a very special part of  my life since I moved 25 

miles away from them in 2001.  We convene monthly to sew, chat, share 

tasty treats and stay connected.  Because I don’t get to see them daily, or 

even weekly, I cherish our together time even more.  I think  this  quote 

by Bede Jarrett, a Dominican priest in England in the early 1990’s says it 

best: “… the delights of  friendship, out of  which are built the memories 

that endure, are to be treasured up as hints of  what shall be hereafter.”  

Jean is also a past president of  the Plum Creek Quilt Guild and winner 

of  a NSQG award.  

Barb Pfeiffer continues, “I have always thought of  life as a great 

adventure, where each day presents us with a new challenge or learning 

experience.  When my dear friend invited me to the Plum Creek Quilt 

Guild, I was excited to attend even though I had never quilted anything 

bigger than a baby quilt. That first meeting was just the start of  my 

enjoying the companionship of  a group of  women who inspire me with 

the originality of  their projects, challenging me to learn new techniques 

in both quilting and sewing, introducing me to quilt blocks plain and 

fancy, fat quarters, jelly rolls and the magic of  building my own stash 

of  material. I am not a fabric queen yet, but I am working on it!  Our 

smaller group, The Basket Cases, meets once a month.  We have laughed, 

shared, traded fabric, worked on community projects, and in the process, 

learned to relax in the adventure, with our sisters in fabric.”

I would love to read articles about your 

guild or small group.  Send in articles about 

your community projects and share ways to 

promote quilts and quilting.  The work of  

my hands is the joy of  my heart.

                      Local 
                 Quilter Wins

                   Bunbury International       
   Patchwork and Quilting Challenge

Peg  Pennell   won   first place in the 

Bunbury International  Patchwork  and 

Quilting     Challenge    in    Bunbury, 

Australia.  The challenge was titled “A 

Piece of  Paradise”.  Peg’s entry was of  

an exotic lionfish  with  lots of  beading 

and embellishments   that  she  named 

“Predator in Paradise”.  The first  place  

prize  is   a Pfaff  sewing machine.
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Submitted by Marsha Fuchs

In Remembrance

The untimely passing of  Mary Mulligan Hollopeter of  Wood Lake, NE, has left a huge void in the lives of  her 

family, friends and the quilting community.  Mary passed away at Great Plains Regional Medical Center in North 

Platte, NE, on February 1, 2009.  

Mary’s passions were her children, grandchildren, quilting, and scrap booking.  She moved to Valentine in 1985, where 

she eventually owned and operated The Gallery for many years.  This shop for quilting and distinctive gifts reflected 

Mary’s unique style and grace.  She taught many quilt classes and had a gift for helping others with their projects--

from locating patterns, to selecting fabric, to recommending assembly techniques that resulted in a finished quilt.  The 

photos of  those finished quilts and other quilts she made adorned her store.  She was a chair of  the Quilt Nebraska 

when hosted in Valentine.  She was a recipient of  the Silver Thread Award in 1991.   She hauled her fabrics, kits, 

notions, patterns, and more to several QuiltNebraskas and Bassett’s Ranch Expo, as she enjoyed being a part of  the 

Merchant’s Malls.

Mary was an active genealogist and was a founding member of  the Brown County Historical Society at Ainsworth.  

She was a member of  the Nebraska State Quilt Guild and the Valentine Quilt Guild, as well as the Ainsworth and 

Thedford Art Guilds.  She held many leadership positions including secretary of  the State High School Rodeo 

Association,  past secretary of  the Independent Cattlemen and was the co-chairman of  the 1998 Cattleman’s Ball.  

Mary served on the board of  Old West Days in Valentine for several years.  In 2006, Mary was chairman for the Art 

and Quilt Show for the First National Day of  the Cowboy in Ainsworth.

Mary loved to read, and shared her reading by reading aloud to others.  Each year Mary serenaded her family and 

friends with a resounding rendition of  “Happy Birthday” on each of  their special days.  She is survived by her husband, 

Willard, four children, ten grandchildren, two step-children, six step-grandchildren,  one step-great grandchild and a 

multitude of  friends.  

Mary was a talented, wise, caring, and loving person.  She left the world a warmer place because of  all the quilts she 

made and gave away.  She will continue to warm the world through those whom she taught to quilt.  
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Submitted by Linda Maloley 

Raffle Quilt 2009
“Pine Ridge Points” Quilt 

Submitted by Kandy Adams

Electronic 

Newsletter

The NSQG newsletter is available in an  

electronic version. The electronic version 

is in full color.  If  you   wish  to  have  this 

version of  the newsletter, please notify 

your membership chair: Darice Cecil at 

dcecil@neb.rr.com.

Board Minutes

The minutes for the NSQG Board 

and Committee Chairs meeting held 

February 7, 2009, are available on 

the website, www.nsqg.org or contact 

NSQG Secretary Kandy Adams at 

dspring2@charter.net for additional 

information or with any questions you 

might have.

NSQG’s 2009 Raffle Quilt, Pine Ridge Points, has appeared at many 

venues, most recently at the International Quilt Study Center & Museum 

on February 7th and for a two month long quilt show hosted by Plum 

Creek Quilters of  Lexington.   That show was extended to April 30th.

Viewers of  the quilt are often intrigued to discover the lavender tatted 

butterfly perched on the lower left hand corner of  the quilt. After 

completing the processes of  design, piecing, quilting, and binding, Peg 

took up her tatting shuttle to complete 

the butterfly. The metamorphosis of  a 

butterfly is likened to the process from 

conception to completion of  a quilt, 

thus this unique addition.

Like a butterfly emerges from its 

cocoon, free to fly off, Pine Ridge 

Points will be released into the 

hands of  a different owner on July 26th during QuiltNebraska at the 

Cornhusker Hotel in Lincoln. If  you’d like to be that recipient, be sure 

to purchase your raffle ticket(s) soon. Individuals can receive packets of  

tickets by sending a $10 check and a stamped, self-addressed envelope to 

Linda Maloley, Quilt Mom, 75459 Rd 439, Lexington, NE 68850. 

Other opportunities to view the quilt and purchase tickets will be 

the Spring Fling Quilters Retreat, Curtis, NE, May 15-17, Circles of  

Tradition, Then and Now, Omaha Quilters Guild Show, June 5-7, 

and Nebraskaland Days Quilt Show, June 16-19, 2009. Quilt guilds, 

quilt shops and hosts of  quilting events are encouraged to display the 

2009 raffle quilt and assist in the sales of  raffle tickets. Contact Linda, 

limaloley@yahoo.com or 308-324-3662. If  you’ve already purchased 

tickets, be sure to send in the stubs.

Appreciation Quilt Given to 
Past NSQG President Bea Bauerle

Merikay Gengenbach, current NSQG President, presented Bea Bauerle, 

2008 NSQG President, with a quilt of  appreciation entitled, “Bea Loves 

Christmas”.  The quilt was 

made of  blocks created 

by board members and 

committee chairs who 

served under Bea.  The 

quilt was accompanied 

by a notebook telling 

who had made each 

block.  Merikay did the 

setting and quilting.  The 

photo was taken in the 

Seward Memorial Library 

in Seward, Nebraska, on 

February 7, 2009.

NSQG 
Mission Statement

The Nebraska State  Quilt  Guild  is   

a  non-profit  organization established   

to  perpetuate  the  art  of      quilt    

making    and    its   heritage   while   

encouraging   future  opportunities 

through        growth,      education, 

inspiration, and fellowship.

To date, $131,292.76 has been collected for 

the   NSQG  pledge  of   $150,000 to the 

International Quilt Study Center & Museum.  

Thank you for your support.  We are so near 

our goal.  We could not have done this with-

out you.  

www.nsqg.org
Visit our web site and keep
current on the state guild’s

events and news.

Submitted by Sandra K. Kosch, 
Quilt Study Fund Chair

Merikay Gengenbach, left, presents Bea Bauerle, right, with 

her new quilt, “Bea Loves Christmas”.
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ARAPAHOE

Wagners Quilts & Conversation
523 Nebraska Ave.

Arapahoe, NE 68922
308-962-7855

www.wagners-supermarketarapahoe.com
naomir@atcjet.net

Mon-Sat: 9 - 6
SHOP HOP  STOP April 16- 26, 2009

AUBURN

The Fabric Fairie

900 Central Ave
Auburn, NE 69305

pamelasfirst@windstream.net
402-274-4454

Mon & Wed: 11 -5, Tue & Fri: 11 - 6
Thurs: 11 - 9, Sat: 9 - 3

BRIDGEPORT

JAN SEARS, Certified Quilt Appraiser
Rt 1 Box 3231

Bridgeport, NE 69336
JANMSEARS5@cs.com

308-262-1031
Appraisals of  quilts, quilted textiles and 

sewing rooms; Lectures, Classes

Quilt Shops & Related Businesses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

CAMBRIDGE

Cottage Inspirations
710 Nasby St.

Cambridge, NE 69022
308-697-4000

www.cottageinspirations.com
cottage@cottageinspirations.com

Tues-Fri: 11 - 5:30; Sat: 10 - 4

FULLERTON

Calico Annie’s Quilt Shop
210 Broadway - PO Box 661

Fullerton, NE 68638
308-536-2925

www.calicoanniesquiltshop.com
calicoannie@qwestoffice.net
Mon-Fri: 9 - 5; Sat: 9 - Noon

HASTINGS

Calico Cottage
731 W. 2nd St.

Hastings, NE 68901
402-463-6767

calicocottage@alltel.net
Mon-Fri: 9:30 - 5:30; Sat: 9:30 - 5

(Summer Sat: 9:30 - 3)

Check out  IQSC&M upcoming events at 
www.quiltstudy.org/visit_us/events.

Location: 1523 North 33rd St, Lincoln, Nebraska.  Hours:  Tuesday - Saturday 10 - 4:30 pm, 

Sunday 1 - 4:30 pm.  402-472-6549

From Imitation to Icon:  
The Evolution of  Chintz Appliqué Quilts. The May 1st lecture will be fabulous with the 
expert from London.  To May 17, 2009.

Grace Snyder: A Life In Extraordinary Stitches

Surefire draw for Nebraska quilters!  They will have loaned quilts from the family as well as the famous Petit Point Quilt from the Nebraska 
History Museum.  April 10 - June 14, 2009.

Chintz: Indian Textiles for the West

Public lecture by Rosemary Crill, Senior Curator, Victoria and Albert Museum, London.  May 1, 2009, 5:30 - 6:30 pm.

Quilt Identification Day

Reservations required - 402-472-6579, $10 per quilt, $8 per quilt for museum members.  May 2, 2009, 10 - 1 pm.

American Quilts in the Modern Age 1870 - 1940

New exhibit opening.  May 23 - November 15, 2009.

Quilt Japan:  

Selections from the 9th Annual Quilt Nihon Exhibition.  June 19 - July 19, 2009.

NSQG BUS TRIP TO LINCOLN FROM SCOTTSBLUFF
A bus line has been contracted to provide transportation for members to travel to QNE09 in Lincoln.  The bus will leave Scottsbluff  on Thursday, July 

23, 2009 and return to Scottsbluff  on Sunday, July 26, 2009.  The bus will have air-conditioning, comfortable seats, restroom facilities, and DVD players 

for your comfort and convenience.  Meeting and making new friends, visiting with friends and having a fun time without worrying about the traffic and 

the road conditions will make the trip very enjoyable, and time go faster.  

Arrangement for pick-up stops will be made after the reservations are evaluated for the most convenient bus stops, possibly Ogallala, North Platte, 

Lexington and Kearney.  Schedules for departures and arrivals will be made at a future date.  The bus will accommodate 56 members and will cost $75.00 

per person.  

In order to reserve your spot on the bus, please send a check payable to NSQG and mail to Jan Sears, RR1, Box 3231, Bridgeport, NE  69336.  Reservations 

must be made by May 15, 2009.  Please E-mail your questions and comments to janmsears5@cs.com. 
Submitted by Jan Sears

HOLDREGE

Quilter’s Delight
323 West Ave.

Holdrege, NE 68949
308-995-2728

quilter@atcjet.net
Mon-Wed & Fri: 9:30 - 5:30;

Thurs till 8: Sat till 5

KEARNEY

The Quilters Cottage
2220 Central Ave.

Kearney, NE 68847
308-367-6348

www.quilterscottage.net
quilters.cottage@hotmail.com

Mon-Fri: 9 - 5; Sat: 9 - 12

OMAHA

DellaJane Hand Dyes
Della Alice Cruz

15337 California St.
Omaha, NE 68154

402-498-2793
alice@dellajane.com
www.dellajane.com

WAKEFIELD

The Quilt Shop
301 North Main

Wakefield, NE 68784
402-287-2325

quilts@huntel.net
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Quilting Events         
April 8 - May 5, 2009
Block Party Does Blocks: An Exhibit by the Block Party, Lincoln Quilting Group, in the Classroom Gallery of  the Bernina Sewing Studio, 
1501 Pine Lake Rd., Ste 12, Lincoln, Nebraska during store hours.  Free and open to the public.

April 20, 2009
Country Piecemakers Quilt Guild’s 6th Annual mini-quilt auction and dessert supper.  Contact Katie Wilson, 402-379-1961 or at 
jwilson@ncfcomm.com.  Hours: 7:30 pm at the Norfolk Senior Citizens Center, 307 Prospect Ave, Norfolk, Nebraska.  Come for shop hop, 
enjoy the auction, spend the night, continue shop hopping!

May 8-29, 2009
Celebrating Young Quilt Artists: exhibit in the Classroom Gallery of  the Bernina Sewing Studio, 1501 Pine Lake Rd., Ste 12, Lincoln, NE, 
during store hours.  Free and open to the public.

June 2 - July 2, 2009
Red, White, Blue:  Quilts, Bags, and Flags exhibit in the Classroom Gallery of  the Bernina Sewing Studio, 1501 Pine Lake Rd., Ste 12, Lincoln, 
Nebraska, during store hours.  Free and open to the public.

June 5 - 7, 2009
The 35th annual Black Hills Quilt show will be June 5, 6, & 7, 2009, at the Rushmore Plaza Civic Center in Rapid City, SD.  The show is 
open to all quilters, with many size and technique categories available in judged and non-judged divisions.  Entry deadline is 5/3/09 and quilt 
check-in is 6/3/09.  Hours are Friday, Saturday: 9 - 5 pm and Sunday: 10 - 4 pm.  For more information, check out their website: www.black
hillsquilters.org. 

June 16 - 20, 2009
The Heartland Quilter’s Guild of  North Platte, Nebraska, invites you to the 29th annual Nebraskaland Day Quilt Show and boutique.  It 
will be held at the First Evangelical Lutheran Church, 305 West 5th St. in North Platte, Nebraska.  As  Nebraskaland  Days  is  a  statewide 
celebration, we encourage quilters from all over Nebraska to share their quilts for this show.  Hours:  10 - 7 pm on June 16, 17, 18, but the 
closing time on June 20th is 5 pm.  For more information, contact Chris Reinert at creinert@nppsd.org.

June 19 - 20, 2009
The Quilters Annual Quilt Show will be at Evangelical Free Church, 101 West 9th St., Stromsburg, Nebraska, in conjunction with the Swedish 
Festival on June 19th, 1-4 pm and June 20th, 9 - 4 pm.  Handicapped Accessible.  Raffle.  For more information, please contact Jean at 402-
527-5383 or Dee at la42948@windstream.net.  

July 10, 11, 12, 2009
Panhandle Quilt Guild Quilt Show.   Theme - “Nebraska - The Good Life”.  125+ quilts, Silent Auction, Raffle, Challenge Quilts, Viewers 
Choice.  Free Admission.  Handicapped Accessible.  Fri - Noon to 5 p.m., Sat - 11 am to 5 pm, Sun - Noon to 5 pm .  Gering Zion 
Church, 11th & O.  Co-sponsored by Oregon Trail Days Assn.  For more information, contact Sandy Hanson at 308-632-3309 or at 
sjhquilter@atcom.net.

August 6 - 9, 2009
Calico Quilt Guild of  Columbus, Nebraska, will hold its annual quilt show, “Beyond The Basics” at the Columbus Art Gallery (lower level 
of  the library), 2504 14th St., Columbus, Nebraska.  Admission is $3.00.  Hours:  August 6, 10 - 8:30 pm, August 7-8, 10 - 4:30 pm, August 
9, 1:30 - 4:30 pm.  If  you need more information, please contact Karen Melcher at 402-564-1646, kmelcher1@neb.rr.com or Joan Waldman, 
402-246-3311, quilterj@frontiernet.net.

October 23-24, 2009
Cottonwood  Quilters  of  Elkhorn proudly presents their biennial quilt show, “Threads Through Time”.   Hours:  Friday, 9 - 8 pm  and 
Saturday, 9 - 5 pm.  The show is located at Bethany Lutheran Church, 4200 N 204th St., Elkhorn, Nebraska.  The featured quilter is Beverly 
Alexander and there are more than 300 quilts on display.  The raffle quilt is titled “Squirrels in the Cabin”,  and  there  is  a mini-raffle as well 
as a silent auction, quilt appraisals, demonstrations and Country Kitchen.  The event is handicapped accessible, has plenty of  free parking and 
buses are welcome.  Admission is: Adults - $6, Seniors - $5, Children 6 to 12 - $1, and 5 and under are free.  For more information contact, 
Geri DeGrof  at 402-625-2621, gerid@tvsonline.net, or Gail Harck at 402-498-0325, harck@tconl.com, or Cathy Driver at 402-753-8885, 
baseballquilt@aol.com.

Check out Rocky Mountain Quilt Musuem upcoming events at 
www.RMQM.org. 1111 Washington Ave., Golden, CO - 303-277-0377

Lacey Lou and Sunbonnet Sue: 1930’s Quilts from the Depression Era:  Through April 25, 2009.
This is a widely recognized and loved pattern.  Quilts with Grandmothers Flower Garden, Dresden Plate and Wedding Ring patterns.
  
Block Obession: Reproduction Quilts of  the 1800’s:  Through April 25, 2009.
Reproduction quilts from the 1800’s made by a group known as “The Patchwork Divas”.

Sally Lee Camden Bed Quilt
See the oldest quilt ever displayed by RMQM, an English Medallion-style children’s bed quilt thought to have been made between 1787 and 
1797 in Amherst County, Virginia.



IQSC&M Celebrates Its First Anniversary
Twelve months have passed since the much-anticipated opening of  the International Quilt Study Center & Museum. Director 
Patricia Crews, her staff, and dozens of  loyal volunteers took some time to look back at the year which was filled with many 
firsts, thousands of  visitors, and numerous opportunities to learn new ways to share the world’s largest collection of  quilts with 
an eager public. Nebraska quilters have every reason to be proud of  their part in this accomplishment.

From the first year, a few numbers to celebrate: 

• Nearly 26,000 visitors were welcomed from all 50 states and more than 25 countries

• 915 quilts added to collection   •  145 hanging sleeves attached  • 165 quilts prepared for exhibition here & elsewhere

The calendar was jammed with program and events:

• 262 Docent guided tours with 5,341 participants  • 162 Public docent tours with approximately 3,240 participants

• 1,000+ K-12 students enjoyed guided & self-guided visits

• 8 lectures were given by nationally and internationally known scholars  •  15 Tuesday Talks were presented

• 2 College Nights drew UNL students to the galleries  • 6 quiltmaking demonstrations on exhibition related techniques 

• 4 Open Houses for Educators introduced teachers to new resources at the IQSC&M

• 5 workshops & classes taught new skills  •  4 Quilt Identification Days encouraged preservation & documentation

To make this happen, volunteers worked 5,650 hours or 141 40-hour weeks equivalent to 2.8 full-time staff  members.  Of  

course, as an academic center, the IQSC&M continued to serve its students. Currently, there are sixteen students admitted to the 

unique graduate program in textile history with a quilt studies emphasis.  It remains the only program of  its kind in the world 

and its graduates are now employed in museums across the United States including the North Dakota Historical Society, and the 

Arizona State Museum of  Natural History.  Education is always a two-way street, and the staff  has gained valuable experience in 

the last year that will help in planning enriched programs for visitors in the future. Some of  the initiatives underway include:

• Creation of  a Conservation Care video to be shown in the museum, explaining the use of  the conservation work 

room and storage areas   • Enhanced signage throughout the museum   •  Additional audio tours as funding permits 

• Development of  programs for specific grade levels  •  Offering specialized workshops

• Identifying corporations and businesses with similar audiences to broaden our  support base 

• Increased marketing to bus tour groups  • Increased marketing of  the facility for fee-based use by outside groups

Year two will speed by as years always do, so take a moment to celebrate your Quilt Museum and make plans to visit soon.

SNEAK PEEK: American Quilts in the Modern Age, 1870-1940,  
IQSC&M Exhibit from May 23 – November 15, 2009

Quilts reflect the times in which they are created, often interpreting cultural change. Rapid change, bringing conflict between 

the new and modern and nostalgia for a simpler time, shapes today’s culture. The same tension also shaped America’s “modern 

age”, the period between 1870 and 1940, when America was struggling to come to terms 

with what it meant to be a modern, industrialized nation.

The quilts featured in the new exhibition, “American Quilts in the Modern Age, 1870-
1940”, were made in response to many of  these feelings. Curators Marin Hanson and 
Patricia Crews have chosen 30 diverse examples of  quilters’ creations from a time of  
disenchantment with modern life and searching for new models of  inspiration. All quilts 
in the exhibit are from the collection of  the International Quilt Study Center & Museum.

From pieced block to Crazy style to Colonial Revival examples, as well as one-of-a-kind 
creations, the full array of  style and design appears in this exhibition covering seven 
decades of  quiltmaking. The curators pay special attention to the modern and anti-modern 
tensions that persisted throughout this era of  America’s coming of  age, from the Civil 
War to World War II. They also address the textile technology and cultural context of  the 
times in which the quilts were created, with an eye to the role that industrialization and 
modernization played in the evolution of  techniques, materials, and designs.

The exhibition will open on the heels of  the publication of  a book with the same title. 
It is the first of  a series (funded in part by the Getty Foundation) of  major catalogues of  the center’s collection, containing 
over 500 full color images of  quilts and extensive historical information. For more information on the book, visit http://www
.nebraskapress.unl.edu.   For programming associated with this exhibition, please visit the on-line calendar of  the museum at 
www.quiltstudy.org or call 402-472-6549. Submitted by Maureen Ose, Communications Coordinator, IQSC&M

Modern Age Quilt

Photo supplied by IQSC&M
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INCOME:

Membership             $23,656.00

Interest      1,886.53

Quilt Nebraska              26,027.32

08 Raffle Quilt    1,708.00

09 Raffle Quilt                     2,729.00

Marketing   1,018.75

Newsletter Ads    1,125.64

Quilt Gatherings               0.00

Threads Across NE 14,879.00

Nancy Crow Workshop   1,530.00

Other                       50.00

Total Income:             $74,610.24

NSQG 2008 
YEAR END REPORT

EXPENSES:

Administration             ($2,992.24)

Membership               (3,256.61)

Quilt Nebraska    (144.84)

08 Raffle Quilt     (109.29)

09 Raffle Quilt                        (46.06)

Awards                                  (325.56)

Board Meetings                  (1,273.21)

Education                                   0.00

Historian                                     0.00

Library Project                   (3,127.09)

Marketing               (1,311.22)

Newsletter              (11,445.81)

State Fair                               (597.27)

Quilt Gatherings         (791.82)

Insurance                              (687.00)

Memorial Fund                     (250.00)

Website                                       0.00

Threads Across NE          (10,895.54)

Other                (7,472.14)

Total Expenses:           ($44,725.70)

NET INCOME:             $29,884.54

ASSET TRANSFER

QNE 08  $5,000.00

QNE 09  $4,000.00

Quilt Study Fund              $33,346.99 

NSQG CHECKING

Wells Fargo                       $16,027.43

SAVINGS ACCOUNT

Bank of  the West              $29,730.76

CD’s

                                          $11,932.68

                                          $11,932.68

                                          $11,932.68

                                         $35,798.04

TOTAL                      $81,556.23

INCOME:

Membership             $16,000.00

Interest      1,500.00

Quilt Nebraska          0.00

09 Raffle Quilt    1,500.00

10 Raffle Quilt   3,000.00

Marketing   2,000.00

Newsletter Ads    1,800.00

Quilt Gatherings          0.00

Threads Across NE            14,000.00

Total Income:             $39,800.00

EXPENSES:

Administration             ($2,500.00)

Membership                 (800.00)

Quilt Nebraska   (150.00)

10 Raffle Quilt     (800.00)

Awards                                 (200.00)
Board Meetings                  (1,300.00)

Education                             (200.00)

Historian                                (50.00)

Library Project                   (5,000.00)

Marketing               (1,000.00)

Newsletter              (12,000.00)

State Fair                               (550.00)

Quilt Gatherings       (1,500.00)

Insurance                            (1,100.00)

Memorial Fund                     (250.00)

Website                                 (100.00)

Threads Across NE          (12,000.00)

Total Expenses:          ($39,500.00)

NET INCOME:                 $300.00

ASSET TRANSFER

QNE 10              $4,000.00

NSQG 2009 BUDGET

Modern Age Quilt, see story page 8

Photo supplied by IQSC&M



Submitted by Sue Chaffee and Sandi Kosch

Submitted by Dianne Thomas, 2009 Awards Chair
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        Bountiful Baskets Beget Banner Bids!
Have you decided yet what you will donate for the silent auction this year?  As 

you probably remember, the proceeds from the silent auction, Bountiful Baskets, 

go to the IQSC&M  pledge.  We are nearing our goal, and your contribution can 

make the difference.  I’d like to suggest that each guild put together a basket 

from the guild.  You could have a theme, such as quilting notions, or 30s fabrics, 

or hand quilting items.  Or it could be a miscellaneous basket.  What about your 

stitch group collaborating on a basket? You could even have a road trip and each 

member could contribute something from their purchases.

Of  course, if  you have things in your studio that you would like to recycle, think 

of  us.  This is a guilt-free way to get rid of   UFOs, fabric that you really can’t 

remember why you bought, or those books that you accidentally bought two of.  

We would also welcome tickets to Husker games, movie tickets, gift certificates of  

all types, or even your pledge to be a quilt slave for a day!

The more things we have contributed, the more fun you will have deciding on what 

to bid on.  Think of  the satisfaction when we are able to write a check to finish off  

our  pledge.  Remember, if  you can even find just one thing to bring, we can put 

it together with others to make up a bountiful basket.  See you at the registration 

table on July 23rd!

Celebrity Auction At QNE09
Start saving your $$$ now for the live Celebrity Auction to be held at QNE09, 

Saturday night, July 25th, at the Cornhusker Hotel, to benefit  our pledge to 

IQSC&M.  Dee Acklie will auction small quilts, books and other items from 

national and regional "celebrities', all autographed by the donors!  Auction items 

should be delivered by June 1, 2009, for photographing and inclusion in the auction 

catalog.  For additional information, call Katy Coleman at 402-643-6451.

Hand embroidered and quilted
 Feed Sack Doll Quilt

made by Linda Winter of  Holdrege

Debbie Caffrey of  Santa Fe, NM, donated all 

of  the books she has published.

Submitted by Katy Coleman

NSQG Award Nominations Are Due!
This  is  your  last  chance to nominate a worthy quilter for an award  to be presented at  QuiltNebraska this sum-
mer in Lincoln.    A listing of  awards and past winners were in the 2009 February newsletter as well as an awards 
nomination form.  This form has since been updated to be more user friendly.  The new form can be down-
loaded from our website, www.nsqg.org, and is located on the home page.  We hope the new form will inspire 
you to write a letter on your nominee’s accomplishments and why they deserve an award.  Please be as specific 
as possible and try to write as legibly as you can.  If  you have any questions please contact Dianne Thomas, 3091 
S. 99th Ave., Omaha, NE 68124 at 402-390-9490 or dduncanthomas@cox.net.

Don’t miss stopping at  
Seams To Be Quilt Shoppe 

during Nebraska Shop Hop  
April 16 - 26th!
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QuiltNebraska 2009 - “Defining Piece” Update
Mark your calendars!  QNE09 will be held July 24-26, 2009 at the Cornhusker-Marriott in Lincoln, NE.  For group rate room 

reservations, call 402-474-7474 or 1-866-706-7706.  The QNE09 Committees have been hard at work to bring you a QNE to 

remember!

Online Registration Booklets: The NSQG Board adopted an online-only registration booklet policy for QuiltNebraska, 

beginning in 2009.  Watch your mailbox for a postcard reminder, then check it out at www.nsqg.org. Although the booklets 

will be online only, local guilds are encouraged to print a copy for distribution to members who may not have ready access to a 

computer.

Mail-In Registration Forms:  Once you’ve made your Quilt History Day and QNE09 class selections, please print the 

registration form to mail in via snail mail with your registration payment. First-round class assignments go to those who meet 

the early registration deadline.

Quilt History Day:   Sheila  Green  and  JoAnne  Bair  have  teamed  up with the IQSC&M for Quilt History Day, July 23, 

2009.  Dr. Beverly Gordon of  the University of  Wisconsin-Madison is the featured quilt historian.  Dr. Gordon is the curator 

of  a crazy quilt exhibit that will be on display at IQSC&M during QNE09.

Workshops & Lectures: An impressive group of  national, regional and state teachers (including Joen Wolfrom, Suzanne 

Marshall, elinor peace bailey, Janet Jones Worley, Peg Pennell, Peg Spradlin, Barb Caron, and Kriss Moulds) will offer a variety 

of  workshops and lectures.  There’s something for everyone – from traditional to art quilts, embellishments, beading, Brazilian 

embroidery, doll-making, fabric dyeing, applique, miniatures, EQ6, long-arm and domestic machine quilting classes, make-and-

take opportunities, IQSC&M tours, entertaining lectures and more!

Vendors: The vendor mall will feature 27 state and regional vendors–and while you’re in town, visit Lincoln’s fine quilt shops.  

Special Events: Evening programs will feature “The Singing Quilter” and Jodie Davis of  QNN. Don’t miss the celebrity live 

auction,  the bountiful baskets silent auction, and the red-white-and-blue themed show and tell.  And give yourselves a big pat 

as NSQG celebrates the attainment of  its IQSC&M Pledge goal with a special presentation.

For more information, visit www.nsqg.org, or contact QNE09 Co-Chairs Carol Brandl, 402-420-9917 daisybugsews@yahoo.com 
or LeAnn Frobom, 402-483-7129 leannlafave@hotmail.com. 

“It’s In The Bag” Was A Great Success
In July 2005, challenges were issued by the North Platte guild and by the NSQG for Nebraska quilters to get busy and raise 

funds for the new IQSC&M facility.  North Platte set a goal of  $200 per year for 5 years for each guild, and NSQG’s Building 

Blocks campaign had a goal of  $10 per member per year for three years.  

Lexington’s Plum Creek Quilter’s Guild would have to raise $2,140 to meet this challenge.  And meet the challenge they did.  In 

fact, the guild very nearly doubled their pledge with their donation of  $4,090.  

How did they do it?  Two Lexington “bag ladies” persuaded their quilting friends to make bags of  all kinds and shapes and sizes.  

The guild then hosted “It’s in the Bag,” a boutique and silent auction at Mac’s Creek Winery.  Door prizes, hors d’oeuvres and 

wine tasting or coffee were included in the $10 admission ticket.  Ticket sales were limited to give the Sunday afternoon shoppers 

a chance to relax and monitor their bidding sheets.  Chairwomen Linda Maloley and Jan Hibbs very ably guided a number of  

committees.

Over 100 bags were available including purses, clutches, 

backpacks, shoe bags, wine bottle bags, beach bags, and a 

wide assortment of  totes for traveling, for school supplies, 

for baby needs, for Trick or Treating, and for pre-school 

princesses.  There were knitted handbags, denim shoulder 

bags, quilted hot dish totes, mini purse-shaped table favors, 

yoyo Christmas tree ornaments, and purses embellished with 

beads, feathers, buttons or sparkly ribbon.  Several bags were 

contributed from sources outside the guild.  Imagination ran 

wild and the shoppers bought it all!

Submitted by LeAnn Frobom, QNE09 Co-Chair

Submitted by Jean Ford
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IQSC&M Presents Grace Snyder: A Life in Extraordinary Stitches

Quilts made by Grace Snyder, an icon of  American quiltmaking, will be exhibited at the International Quilt Study Center & 

Museum this spring.  Recognized in the United States as one of  the twentieth century’s most accomplished quiltmakers, Grace’s 

legacy lives on in the twenty-four quilts she created for exhibitions and competitions, several of  which are included in this 

exhibition.  

In 1999, Quilter’s Newsletter Magazine asked twenty-nine quilt experts to select the one hundred best American quilts 

of  the twentieth century.  In the first round of  nominations, over half  of  

the participants chose Grace Snyder’s "Flower Basket Petit Point", which 

automatically qualified the quilt for inclusion in the final list.  Finished in 1943, 

Grace made this remarkable masterpiece in sixteen months using approximately 

87,000 tiny triangles to reproduce a china design produced by the Salem China 

Company of  Salem, Ohio.  

By displaying her quilts throughout the country, Grace established herself  as 

one of  the preeminent quiltmakers in mid-twentieth century America.  Her 

significant achievements were acknowledged in 1980 when, at age 98, she was 

inducted into the Quilters Hall of  Fame.

Grace Snyder’s legacy as a 

prize-winning quiltmaker 

is firmly established.  Less 

well known, however, is 

Grace’s private side, as 

represented by the many family quilts she made over the years.  IQSC 

Collections Manager Janet Price, in fulfillment of  her masters degree 

program in  Quilt Studies, has designed the exhibition to showcase 14 of  

Grace’s public and private quilts along with pieces of  her other handicrafts 

and memorabilia from Grace’s rich life in the Nebraska Sand Hills.  The 

quilts on display are loaned from Grace’s descendents and the Nebraska 

State History Museum.  The National Quilting Association generously 

provided funding for the exhibition.

Several programs are scheduled during this exhibition, please check out  

www.quiltstudy.org for details, dates and times.

Submitted by Maureen Ose, 
Communications Coordinator, IQSC&M

Mosaic, photo from IQSC&M


