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This year’s theme is all about that “piece” that brings 
everything all together.  Whether it be the quilt we’ve 

been trying to complete, or that “ah ha moment”, there is always a piece 
that makes it happen.  We are hopeful that Quilt NE 2009 will be that piece for 
your stress free weekend, full of  fun and quilting inspiration.  Join us in Lincoln 

for this weekend of  fun, challenges and learning opportunities.

Registration is by mail only.  Download and print the registration form or the 
entire registration booklet by clicking on the links on our website; www.nsqg.org.  
Details on the teachers and events can be found there as well; please 

check it out!  View the colorful 37 page QNE09 registration booklet.

Registration:   No registrations will be accepted after June 26th. Class sizes are 
limited.  No phone registrations will be accepted.  You should receive written 
notice of  class assignments by June 15th.  Guilds are encouraged to display and 
promote their raffle quilts.

We have an outstanding group of  talented state teachers with a wide variety 
of  classes to choose from.  Along with the state teachers, we will feature the 
following National Teachers: elinor peace bailey, Janet Jones Worley, Nancy 
Christopherson, Joen Wolfrom, Andrea Bishop, Suzanne Marshall, and Cathy 
Miller.  Cathy and husband John Bunge will entertain us at the Friday night 
banquet with a “Musical Tour of  Quilting”.  Cathy & John will sing about 
various aspects of  quilting, tell stories and show a few quilts.  Cathy’s songs 
range from historical to hilarious and are sure to entertain everyone. In addition 
to this great line up of  quilting experts, our Saturday evening banquet will 
feature Jodie Davis from QNNtv.  Known for her cheerful embrace of  color 
and inventive techniques, Jodie is the author of  30+ quilting books. Her mission 

at QNNtv is to spread the joy of  quilting with this most powerful venue ever.

Quilt History Day will be held at the International Quilt 
Study Center & Museum featuring Beverly Gordon.  
You’ll be the very first to tour the exhibit “A Fairyland of  
Fabrics: The Victorian Crazy Quilt” as it opens. The tour 
will be led by Beverly as you explore both the concept 
of  fairyland and the imagery and qualities of  crazy quilts 

that seem steeped in it.

The fun-filled weekend will begin early on Thursday with 
Quilt History Day and a class opportunity to experience 
quilting on long arm quilting machines. The Merchant’s 
Mall will open at 6:00 PM for an evening of  exciting shopping to your hearts 

content. Submitted by Carol  Brandl and LeAnn Frobom

QUILT NEBRASKA 2009
“DEFINING PIECE”

Beverly Gordon



 . . .  President’s Message   . . .

Dear Members,

Our local guild is having a challenge.  I was not at the meeting when 

the first quilters drew their challenges.  I drew at the next meeting. We 

would draw 2 colors, a technique and a fabric type.  I put my hand 

in the first bag and drew a blue color crayon, then I put my hand in 

the second bag and drew a pine green color crayon. Next came the 

technique. I drew string piecing, and finally, I drew floral as the fabric 

type.  I moaned and groaned.  I had never sewn with GREEN fabric 

and string piecing was for a free spirit, not someone like me.  I want 

to have a clear picture of  my sewing before I begin.  I carried on and 

on…  Finally, Linda Maloley, the person who issued the challenge, 

reminded me that a challenge was just that, A CHALLENGE!  I went 

home and started looking through books and magazines to get ideas.  

I looked at my fabric stash to confirm that there was no pine green.  I 

was forced to go to three quilt shops to find enough pine green.  After 

washing and drying the fabric, I took it into the sewing room.

There, complete anarchy ensued!  My iron deliberately ran out of  water 

for steam when I was pressing the GREEN cloth.  My rotary cutter 

recoiled and demanded a new blade before cutting the GREEN fabric. 

My sewing machine shuddered and required a new needle before it 

settled down to sew the GREEN material.  My dogs wouldn’t even 

take a nap on the GREEN textiles!  Every sewing session began with 

a pep talk given by me to me, that I could do this.  Slowly, the quilt 

began to evolve.  String piecing wasn’t so bad and I do like the color 

blue and floral fabric.  You know, the pine green colored fabric fit right 

in with my idea.  By the time the quilt top was finished, the dogs had 

fluffed the green fabric scraps into a comfortable dog bed.  I do love 

a challenge!!

Quilters across Nebraska are looking forward to the annual convention 

in Lincoln.   Congratulations to Carol Brandl and LeAnn Frobom.  Our 

first web convention booklet was a success!  There is a wide variety of  

classes to choose from and the merchants’ mall will satisfy our need 

to increase our supplies.  I can’t wait to see old friends and make new 

friends.  Bring a friend with you to enjoy the fun!

I too will miss Mary Mulligan Hollopeter.  Her shop, “The Gallery” 

in Valentine, was a rest stop for me on the way to visit my parents.  

Mary was always welcoming.  I could browse her shop,  have a good 

visit with her, buy some cowboy fabric and be on my way to North 

Dakota. 

Sandy Hanson and Elaine Moore stayed at my home the night before 

the NSQG Board Meeting.  We had a great visit and even shopped for 

some fabric.  Before they came, I had to clean off  the beds in the guest 

rooms.  One bed had completed blocks laid out with potential choices 

for sashing strips and borders.  The other bed had laundered fabrics 

that needed to be folded and put away.  I found Christmas fabrics 

under these when I folded the washing.  Is your home like this?  Good 
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  In Stitches, 
Merikay Gengenbach 

NSQG President

Reminder:  If  you are a previous NSQG award 
winner, don’t forget to bring your medal to the Saturday 
night  banquet!  
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Nebraska State Quilt Guild

Newsletter / Advertising

We   invite  the  submission of   previously un-

published       documents       and        personal 

correspondence from our readers.  We reserve 

the right to publish, in whole or in part, any 

letters or submitted articles we receive.  While 

we cannot accept responsibility for unsolicited 

material, we would be happy to return it   to  its   

author   if   a stamped,   self-addressed envelope 

is included.

The NSQG newsletter is published six times 

a year.  Publication deadline is the 15th of  the 

months of    February,   April,  June,  August,  

October,  and December.    Articles  are due 

to the   editor   by   the   25th  of   the  previous 

publication month:  

        June 25th for August 15th Issue

        August 25th for October 15th Issue

        October 25th for December 15th Issue

The  editor  reserves the right to accept or reject 

advertising requests.  Ads must be quilt related.  

Advertising  must be submitted by  the 20th 

of  each    previous   publication     month,    i.e.  

February 20th  for  the  April  publication:  

        June 20th for August 15th Issue

        August 20th for October 15th Issue

        October 20th for December 15th Issue

Camera ready ads  must  be either jpegs, tiffs, 

or psd (Photoshop)  files.  If  you  don’t  have  

a camera ready ad, please contact the editor to 

contract an ad design.   Check with the editor for 

ad rates and sizes available.  Ads are placed on a   

space  available basis.     All    ads    must    be pre-

paid.  Please make your check payable to NSQG.     

Mail payment with ad materials to the Editor.

Betz McMahon      Newsletter Editor NSQG

PO Box 865                         Wisner, NE 68791          

402-529-3543                betzmc@cableone.net

                                     

thing company comes once in awhile.

Jan Hibbs gave a program about lost quilts at the last meeting of  the 

Plum Creek Quilt Guild.  She found a website, www.lostquilt.com, that 

has quilts that have been lost.  She explained the importance of  labeling our 

quilts.

Three members of  my small group, The Basket Cases, have written to share 

with you what quilting and quilting friendship means to them.   Joyce Hoeft 

begins,  “To go into my sewing room and start a new quilt, or to finish one, 

is such a good feeling.  To feel that satisfaction makes me feel that I can do 

anything, if  I put my mind to it.  What a wonderful feeling!  Being a member 

of  the BASKET Cases has been so much more that I expected.  From the 

beginning, I have found true and loyal friendship.  Quilt friends there are like 

another family to me.  I look forward to going and have such a relaxing time 

with all the laughter that we share.  On my way home, I always thank God for 

the friendships I have found.”

“For me, it’s all about the creative process!”, states Jan Hibbs.  “That’s why I 

am a quilter. That’s why I joined the Plum Creek Quilters Guild many years ago 

and am still picking up quilt tips, being inspired by and enjoying the company 

of  my creative “sisters in fabric”. You could say I am a piece quilter…most 

of  my quilts are composed of  pieced blocks and are quilted by machine.  I 

have enjoyed adding creative touches to my grandchildren’s quilts.  For me, 

the greatest satisfaction in the quilting process is in choosing the fabric.  You 

know… the touching, feeling and picking through your stash to create a quilt. 

Quilting is my creative outlet, a form of  therapy so to speak.  That is why our 

quilt guild’s small group, “The Basket Cases---or Fiber Therapy” means so 

much to me.  But the creative outlet is not the only reason I treasure this group.  

These quilt friends provide inspiration and a passion for our shared love of  

quilting as well as the support and compassion that comes with true friendship.  

Our group has been holding “therapy sessions” once a month for several 

years.  We meet and work on quilting projects, discuss new quilt patterns or 

techniques, share life experiences and news of  our families, try out new recipes 

and do lots and lots of  laughing! You can’t ask for anything better than that!”

Florence Kring is the senior most member of  our group.  She was a teacher 

in her professional life. She still lives in her home in the country.  Florence 

is always ready to go to a quilting event.  She drives to town and then rides 

with another member.  Florence takes her civic responsibilities seriously.  She 

volunteers for several organizations.  She does water aerobics several times a 

week. These days, Florence doesn’t do much 

sewing.  She enjoys visiting and looking through 

quilt magazines.  Florence is an inspiration to 

all of  us.

We decided at our last meeting that what 

happens in the quilting circle---stays in the 

quilting circle!

To date, $131, 674.95 has been collected 

for the NSQG pledge of  $150,000 to the 

International Quilt Study Center & Mu-

seum.  We are getting so close to our goal!  

Thank you for your support.

Submitted by Dianne Thomas, Awards Chair

Submitted by Sandra K. Kosch, 
Quilt Study Fund Chair
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Bea Bauerle, 2008 President, called the meeting 

to order at 9:03 am mountain time. Elaine 

Martin gave an opening prayer. Copies of  the 

agenda, 2007 year-end financial information 

and 2007 annual meeting minutes were 

available on the tables for reference.  

SECRETARY’S REPORT:  Minutes of  the 

2007 annual meeting, held July 29, 2007 in 

Omaha, NE, were read by Secretary Kandy 

Adams, noting corrections as approved at the 

October 27, 2007, Board meeting.  2008 Board 

and committee chairs present were asked to 

sign in.

*Elaine Martin moved to accept the 2007 

minutes as presented.  Beth Guth seconded 

–motion approved.

TREASURER’S REPORT:  Susan Seidel 

presented the 2007 year-end financial report 

previously printed in the April newsletter.  

Total income - $ 57,152.85; Total expenses -  ($ 

37,344.31); Net income - $ 19,808.54.  Total 

checking (combined accounts) - $ 35,282.39; 

Total savings - $ 26,409.34; CD’s - $ 45,436.98.  

Total 2007 assets - $ 107,128.71. Questions 

should be directed to Susan.

*The report will be filed for the auditor.

DISTRICT DIRECTORS’ REPORTS:

District I:  Lois Wilson and Debbie Krugman 

reported that they are each planning a “quilt 

gathering” for late October or early November 

in their areas.   Dates and further information 

will be announced soon for these events in 

southeast NE and in or near Grand Island.  

The directors are also planning to visit guilds 

in their district and invite area guilds to contact 

them for a visit or further information.

District II:  Nancy Shavlik and Sheri Ruwe 

reported on the April 2008 quilt gathering 

held in Neligh, NE.  The event was well 

received despite changing the date due to a 

snow storm and the presenters then being 

unable to attend.  The presenters have been 

rescheduled for an upcoming event at the 

Tilden, NE, library.  Nancy recommended 

that when planning an event it is best to record 

the names of  people wanting to attend rather 

than having anonymous tickets so that better 

records and contact information may be kept.  

The directors reminded the membership that 

they are available and willing to help when and 

where needed and to contact them.

District III:  Barb Hinrichs reported on the 

2008 May Curtis Spring Fling II Retreat and 

the McCook Piecemakers Spring Luncheon 

and Guest Day gatherings.  NSQG District III 

assisted with the speaker and program costs for 

these events, which were each well attended.  

The Curtis event offered mother/daughter or 

son quilting classes.  An additional event is 

being planned for Kearney, NE.  The directors 

are available to help guilds as needed.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Awards:  Alice Cruz reported that the 

committee received many nominations 

for awards this year.  Eleven awards were 

presented:  Radiant Star – Diane Swartzlander; 

Variable Star:  Pam Thomas, Gail Zeller, Fay 

Kliewer, Jo Morton, Donna Stratker and Cindy 

Hansen; Golden Threads Awards:  Pat Sears, 

Sheila Green, and Carol Kusek; Hall of  Fame 

Award to Brenda Groelz. The 2008 awards 

review committee consisted of  Amanda Benz, 

Lynn Greer, Em Jorgenson, Linda Winter, 

Janice Lippincott, June Jenson, Terri Caffrey 

and Alice Heckman.  If  you are interested in 

serving on the awards committee next year, 

contact Alice Cruz by phone or email. 

By-Laws and Policies:  No report.

Education:  No report.

Historian:  No report.

Library:  Jan Sears reported that 292 books, 

“Posterize It”, were placed in NE state 

public libraries in April.  The book dealt with 

computers, photo transfers and quilting.   Many 

libraries sent letters expressing their thanks, 

which will be published in the upcoming 

August newsletter.   Donations such as this 

really help libraries build and maintain their 

collections.

Marketing: Sandra Anderson reported $ 

648.85 in total sales for both new and vintage 

NSQG items during convention.  Barb 

Hinrichs and her sister, Colleen Goings, helped 

sell items at QNE 08.  NSQG marketing items 

will be offered for sale during “Threads Across 

Nebraska” in October.

Membership: Darice Cecil reported 

membership numbers (as of  7/14/08) at 

844 members.  District I membership – 248; 

District II – 266; District III – 250; District IV 

– 80.  There are 714 renewed memberships and 

130 new memberships.  

Newsletter:  The newsletter is now available 

via electronic delivery.  For the June newsletter 

610 newsletters were printed and mailed.  Two 

hundred and one (201) were delivered via email 

notification of  an imbedded link in the NSQG 

website.  If  you are interested in receiving the 

newsletter electronically, please email Darice 

Cecil to move your name from the print/mail 

copy list.  The membership report (807 copies) 

has been printed, in cooperation with the 

newsletter editor, and is available to be picked 

up at this time.  Members are asked to check as 

they leave if  they can take remaining books to 

assist with delivery in their communities/areas 

to save postage costs.

Raffle Quilt 2008:  Ami Simms drew the 

winning name for the 2008 raffle quilt during 

the Saturday night banquet.  “Pineapple 

Delight”, a hand quilted whole cloth quilt 

created by Bea Bauerle, was won by Linda 

Stevens of  Greenwood Village, CO.  5,000 

tickets were sold.  Bea wished for three things 

about the winner of  her quilt:  1) that it be 

someone she knew (Bea sold the ticket), 2) 

won by someone who had an appreciation 

for hand quilting (Linda stated that when she 

saw all the tiny hand stitches she wanted it and 

what could be better than a whole cloth hand 

quilted quilt to showcase hand quilting) and 3) 

that it would be used and displayed for others 

to appreciate  (the quilt will placed on their 

guest room bed for all who come to their home 

to see).  Linda’s husband was equally thrilled 

about winning the quilt.

Raffle Quilt 2009:  “Pine Ridge Points”, the 

2009 raffle quilt, is a pieced and hand quilted 

quilt by Peggy Bruns of  Lexington, Nebraska.  

Quilt Mom is Linda Maloley of  Lexington, NE.  

She can be reached at limaloley@yahoo.com  

or 705459 Rd 439, Lexington, NE 68850 or 

308-324-3662. Tickets are on sale at this time 

and arrangements can be made to display this 

quilt at an event or function.

Site Selection: No report.

Nebraska State Fair:  Janice Lippincott 

reported that State Fair entry information 

is available online at www.statefair.org.  She 

advised those interested in entering a project 

to carefully study the divisions/classes as 

it is possible to enter the same project in 

multiple classifications.  She is available to help 

determine entry classification(s) by calling or 

email.  Paper entries are recommended due 

by August 1st.  Entries are to be delivered to 

the Expo Building on August 14th from 3:00 

– 8:00 pm or August 15th from 8:00 am – 3:00 

pm.  Entries can also be mailed. The quilts will 

be hung August 22nd beginning at 9:00 am in 

the Devaney Center.  This year’s judge is Ruth 

Ann Thompson, a NQA certified judge, from 

Illinois.  The 2008 white-glove chairmen are 

Bonnie Kucera and Katie Wilson.  If  you are 

able to assist during August 23rd – September 

1st, please contact them.  Help is especially 

needed over Labor Day weekend.   Take 

down for the quilts is on Monday, September 

1st, at 7:00 pm  with  the  quilts  released after 

8:00 pm  or  on Tuesday,  September  2nd,  

from 8:00 am – 12 noon in the Expo Building. 

Anyone interested in helping to hang or take 

down the quilts should contact Sheila Green or 

Janice Lippincott.

“Threads Across Nebraska”:  Fay Kliewer 

reported that the 4th “Threads Across 

Nebraska” will be held October 3rd and 4th, 

2008, in Grand Island, NE, at the Eihusen 

Arena at the Heartland Event Center.  Set 

up will be Thursday, October 2nd, starting at 

1:00 pm if  anyone is available to help.  Take 

down help will be needed Saturday, October 

4th.  Doors open at 9:00 am on Friday until 

6:00 pm.  Saturday’s hours are 9:00 am 

– 4:00 pm.  Admission fees have increased 

to $ 6.00/adult and $ 3.00/child, due to an 

increase in the per ticket fee paid to the Event 

Center.  Featured quilters are Carol Falk of  

NEBRASKA STATE QUILT GUILD - Annual Board Meeting 2008
 Chadron State College, Chadron, Nebraska - July 27, 2008
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Board Minutes Continued

Nebraska City, Paulette Peters of  Elkhorn, 

Sandi McMillan of  Albion, Stella Schaffert of  

Marquette, Sharon Flueckinger of  Kearney, 

Molly Anderson of  Minden and Mary Sue Suit 

of  Sidney.  Thirty (30) vendors are expected 

from 4 states with 5 additional contracts 

pending.  Cindy Baird has chaired the merchant 

mall all four years and Marian Fosler assisted 

for the first three years.  A replacement needs 

to be found for Fay to chair future “Threads 

Across Nebraska” for the project to continue.  

If  interested, please contact Fay or Merikay 

Gengenbach.

IQSC Pledge Fund:  Sandi Kosch reported on 

the various pledge projects over the past year(s).  

These include:  pass the cup, mini auctions at 

and profits from Threads, epb potholders, 

signature quilt donors (which now holds 273 

signatures @ $5.00 each), designated donations 

and memorials (which will be recorded in 

a book located at the IQSC), t-shirt and 

sweatshirt sales, Metta Marr quilt donations, 

earmarked NSQG funds, profits from the 

live and silent auctions at QNE, profits from 

the Nancy Crow workshop (which raised $ 6, 

097.00 coordinated by Carolyn Ducey, Carol 

Kusek, Diann Sorensen and Kathy Moore) and 

monies from the QNE raffle quilts.  Fifty-six 

Gingher scissors were ordered and distributed 

at QNE 08.  Judith Lane prepared 51 yards of  

fabric from the ISQC opening for sale (sold 

out) and the book, “Fabric As  A Narrative,” (a 

book from the UNL College of  Journalism and 

Mass Communications), was offered for sale 

(26 books sold with NSQG receiving $ 2.00/

book of  the purchase price).  Funds raised at 

QNE 08 include $ 5,000.00 at the live auction, 

$ 2,546.00 at the silent auctions, $ 237.00 from 

book sales and $ 582.00 from miscellaneous 

other sales and items totaling $ 8,365.00.  

The current pledge balance is approximately $ 

119,525.80.  The pledge is due by December 

31, 2009.  NSQG members were challenged to 

continue to collect change, etc., throughout the 

year to support the pledge fund.  A QNE 09 

registration package will be raffled at “Threads 

Across Nebraska” to benefit the IQSC pledge 

fund.

Surfin’ Stitcher List:  No report.

Website:  No report.

Quilt Nebraska 2008:  Cindy Scheinost, Sandy 

Hanson and Barbara Engebretsen received 

a standing ovation for their hard work and 

dedication to prepare QNE 08.  The QNE 

08 co-chairs thanked everyone for coming in 

addition to thanking their committee chairs, 

families and friends.  There were 324 full 

registrations and 13 single day registrations.  

Ninety-four attended Quilt History Day.  

Fourteen cancellations were received, three 

after July 1st.  Refunds will be distributed.  96.5% 

received their first choice or most wanted class.  

54.5% received all their first choice classes as 

requested.  Fifty-four classes were held; several 

classes were cancelled due to lack of  numbers.  

There were 10 national teachers and 20 state 

teachers.  

NOMINATIONS: 2009 Board Members:  

Merikay Gengenbach announced the nominees 

for the 2009 Board.

  Sandy Hanson, Scottsbluff  – President-Elect

 Marlene “Marty” Kleppinger, Johnson Lake   

                   /Elwood – Treasurer

  Connie Phillips, Seward – District I Rep

  Barbara Peitzmeier, Bloomfield – District II   

  Elaine Moore, Alliance – District III 

     Members of  the nominating committee 

were:  Merikay Gengenbach, Susan Seidel, 

Sheila Green and Barb Hinrichs.

OLD BUSINESS:   Members in attendance 

were asked to take posters and promotional 

brochures to their hometowns and area quilt 

shops for “Threads Across Nebraska” when 

leaving.

NEW BUSINESS:

*Merikay Gengenbach moved to elect the 

slate of  nominees as presented for the 2009 

NSQG Board.  Barb Hinrichs seconded 

– motion carried.

OTHER BUSINESS:  None

QUILT NEBRASKA 2009:  A power point 

“teaser” presentation was given by Carol 

Brandl, Bobbie Watton and LeAnn  Frobom, 

QNE 09 co-chairs, on the 2009 Quilt Nebraska 

event, “Defining Piece”, July 23rd – 26th, 2009, 

at the Cornhusker Marriott in Lincoln, NE.  

Quilt History Day will be held at the IQSC.  

Eight national teachers have been contracted 

to attend and state teachers are being solicited 

at this time for class proposals.  National 

teachers include:  Beverly Gordon, Andrea 

Bishop, Carol Steffensen, elinor peace bailey, 

Joen Wolfrom, Suzanne Marshall, Janet Jones 

Worley and Cathy Miller.  The co-chairs have 

business cards with their contact information 

available for distribution.  Anyone willing to 

help or serve as a committee chair is asked 

to contact them.  More information will be 

released in upcoming newsletters.

     Bea asked the membership to acknowledge 

the work done by Sheila Beins, administrative 

assistant to the president, to assist the board 

and committees.

    The meeting was adjourned by Bea Bauerle 

at 9:59 am MT.

Respectfully submitted, Kandy Adams, Secretary 
NSQG.  For a full copy of the minutes, contact the 
secretary at dspring2@charter.net.

Electronic 

Newsletter

The NSQG newsletter is available in 

an  electronic version. The electronic 

version is in full color.  If  you   wish  

to  have  this version of  the newsletter, 

please notify your membership chair: 

Darice Cecil at dcecil@neb.rr.com.

Fun Times at QNE09 

- Don’t Miss Out!

Choose from dozens of  class offerings 
by top-notch national and state teachers.  
Listed below are just a few of  the fun 
things to get involved in this year. 

Friendship Exchange - “Homespun   

                                    Hearts Pincushions”.

Friday Night Theme - “The Tie that 

Binds”...bring a man’s tie and have a great 

time.

Saturday Night Theme - “Pieced In The 

USA”...red, white and blue.

Show and Tell - Friday 

Night Pajama Party

Live Auction

Silent Auction

Purchase souvenirs:  

Red Polo Shirt or Tote.

NSQG 
Mission Statement

The Nebraska State  Quilt  Guild  

is    a   non-profit   organization 

established   to  perpetuate  the  

art  of      quilt     making     and    

its   heritage   while   encourag-

ing   future  opportunities through        

growth,      education, inspiration, 

and fellowship.

www.nsqg.org
Visit our web site and keep
current on the state guild’s

events and news.
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ARAPAHOE

Wagners Quilts & Conversation
523 Nebraska Ave.

Arapahoe, NE 68922
308-962-7855

www.wagners-supermarketarapahoe.com
naomir@atcjet.net

Mon-Sat: 9 - 6

AUBURN

The Fabric Fairie

900 Central Ave.
Auburn, NE 69305

pamelasfirst@windstream.net
402-274-4454

Mon & Wed: 11 -5; Tue & Fri: 11 - 6;
Thurs: 11 - 9; Sat: 9 - 3

BRIDGEPORT

JAN SEARS, Certified Quilt Appraiser
Rt 1 Box 3231

Bridgeport, NE 69336
JANMSEARS5@cs.com

308-262-1031
Appraisals of  quilts, quilted textiles and 

sewing rooms; Lectures, Classes

Quilt Shops & Related Businesses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

CAMBRIDGE

Cottage Inspirations
710 Nasby St.

Cambridge, NE 69022
308-697-4000

www.cottageinspirations.com
cottage@cottageinspirations.com

Tues-Fri: 11 - 5:30; Sat: 10 - 4

FULLERTON

Calico Annie’s Quilt Shop
210 Broadway - PO Box 661

Fullerton, NE 68638
308-536-2925

www.calicoanniesquiltshop.com
calicoannie@qwestoffice.net
Mon-Fri: 9 - 5; Sat: 9 - Noon

HASTINGS

Calico Cottage
731 W. 2nd St.

Hastings, NE 68901
402-463-6767

calicocottage@alltel.net
Mon-Fri: 9:30 - 5:30; Sat: 9:30 - 5

(Summer Sat: 9:30 - 3)

Check out  IQSC&M upcoming events at 
www.quiltstudy.org/visit_us/events.

Location: 1523 North 33rd St, Lincoln, Nebraska.  Hours:  Tuesday - Saturday 10 - 4:30 pm, 
Sunday 1 - 4:30 pm.  402-472-6549

American Quilts in the Modern Age 1870 - 1940

New exhibit opening:  May 23 - November 15, 2009.  The quilts featured in this exhibit showcase diverse examples of  quilter’s creations 
from a time of  disenchantment with modern life.  The exhibit has several public programs associated with it; check out www.quiltstudy.org 
for a listing of  these programs.

Quilt Japan

Selections from the 9th Annual Quilt Nihon Exhibition.  June 19 - July 19, 2009.  Make a Wall Hanging with Vintage Japanese Kimono Fab-
ric workshop will be on June 24th from 6 -9 pm.  This workshop will be taught by visiting Japan Handicraft teachers.  Registration is required 
by June 3rd.    On June 26th a Japan Handicraft display will be held in the Reception Hall from 10 - 3 pm.

Textile and Costume Conservation Workshop
Instructor Martha Grimm, July 13-17, 2009, 1 credit. ESTIMATED tuition and fees: Graduate credit: Nebraska resident, $275; non-resident, $625.

This one-week workshop will present theoretical considerations and provide practical demonstrations and hands-on experience in the repair and stabilization of  

textiles and costume, wet cleaning, preparation of  display mounts for exhibition, and preparation of  storage mounts for items that pose unique challenges. This 

workshop is designed for graduate students in textile history, textile design, costume history and quilt studies. The workshop will complement, not duplicate, the 

3-credit course “Care and Conservation of  Textile Collections” offered Spring 2010 during the semester of  residency for students in the hybrid distance delivery 

program in textile history/quilt studies. It will offer demonstrations and hands-on experiences in repair and stabilization techniques, wet cleaning and more. 

Martha Winslow Grimm is Executive Director of  Textile & Costume Conservation Services, Inc., Phoenix, Arizona and has been a 

conservator in private practice for over twenty years. She is a contract textile/costume conservator with the Missouri Historical Society, the 

Phoenix Art Museum, the Heard Museum and has worked with many other museums and historic houses throughout the United States. 

She has experience working with quilts, flags, samplers, couturier collections, ethnographic artifacts, and historic textiles and clothing.

A Fairyland of  Fabrics: The Victorian Crazy Quilt

June 19 - July 19, 2009, curated by Beverly Gorden.

HOLDREGE

Quilter’s Delight
323 West Ave.

Holdrege, NE 68949
308-995-2728

quilter@atcjet.net
Mon-Wed & Fri: 9:30 - 5:30;

Thurs till 8; Sat till 5

KEARNEY

The Quilters Cottage
2220 Central Ave.

Kearney, NE 68847
308-367-6348

www.quilterscottage.net
quilters.cottage@hotmail.com

Mon-Fri: 9 - 5; Sat: 9 - 12

OMAHA

DellaJane Hand Dyes
Della Alice Cruz

15337 California St.
Omaha, NE 68154

402-498-2793
alice@dellajane.com
www.dellajane.com

WAKEFIELD

The Quilt Shop
301 North Main

Wakefield, NE 68784
402-287-2325

quilts@huntel.net



7

Quilting Events         
June 2 - July 2, 2009
Red, White, Blue:  Quilts, Bags, and Flags exhibit in the Classroom Gallery of  the Bernina Sewing Studio, 1501 Pine Lake Rd., Ste 12, Lincoln, 
Nebraska, during store hours.  Free and open to the public.

June 16 - 20, 2009
The Heartland Quilter’s Guild of  North Platte, Nebraska, invites you to the 29th annual Nebraskaland Day Quilt Show and boutique.  It will 
be held at the First Evangelical Lutheran Church, 305 West 5th St. in North Platte, Nebraska.   As   Nebraskaland   Days  is   a   statewide 
celebration, we encourage quilters from all over Nebraska to share their quilts for this show.  Hours:  10 - 7 pm on June 16th, 17th, 18th,  but 
the closing time on June 20th is 5 pm.  For more information, contact Chris Reinert at creinert@nppsd.org.

June 19 - 20, 2009
The Quilters Annual Quilt Show will be at Evangelical Free Church, 101 West 9th St., Stromsburg, Nebraska, in conjunction with the Swedish 
Festival on June 19th, 1-4 pm and June 20th, 9 - 4 pm.  Handicapped Accessible.  Raffle.  For more information, please contact Jean at 402-527-
5383, or Dee at la42948@windstream.net.  

July 7 - August 7, 2009
In the Garden and On the Road: Quilts, garments, crafts, exhibit in the classroom gallery of  the Bernina Sewing Studio, 1501 Pine Lake Road, 
Suite 12, Lincoln, Nebraska, during store hours.  Free and open to the public.

July 10, 11, 12, 2009
Panhandle Quilt Guild Quilt Show.   Theme - “Nebraska - The Good Life”.  125+ quilts, Silent Auction, Raffle, Challenge Quilts, Viewers 
Choice.  Free Admission.  Handicapped Accessible.  Fri - Noon to 5 pm, Sat - 11 am to 5 pm, Sun - Noon to 5 pm .  Gering Zion Church, 11th & 
O.  Co-sponsored by Oregon Trail Days Assn.  For more information, contact Sandy Hanson at 308-632-3309, or at sjhquilter@atcom.net.

August 6 - 9, 2009
Calico Quilt Guild of  Columbus, Nebraska, will hold its annual quilt show, “Beyond The Basics”, at the Columbus Art Gallery (lower level of  
the library), 2504 14th St., Columbus, Nebraska.  Admission is $3.00.  Hours:  August 6th, 10th - 8:30 pm; August 7th-8th, 10th - 4:30 pm; August 
9th, 1:30 - 4:30 pm.  If  you need more information, please contact Karen Melcher at 402-564-1646, kmelcher1@neb.rr.com, or Joan Waldman, 
402-246-3311, quilterj@frontiernet.net.

August 21 - September 27, 2009
“Quilters” Musical Drama coming to Omaha!  The Omaha Community Playhouse will open their 2009 season with the musical 
drama “Quilters”, sponsored by Friends of  the Omaha Playhouse and the orchestra sponsor BERNINA Sewing Center, Omaha, Nebraska.  
This rich play reveals the pioneer life through the language of  quilting.  The quilts and quilt blocks are generously provided by many volunteer 
Nebraska quilters.  A corresponding quilt show will be displayed in the lobby of  the Omaha Community Playhouse during the run of  the 
production.  The production’s final “Legacy Quilt” is being designed by Peg Pennell.  Many area quilt shops are contributing.  Nanci Kirk and 
Teri Quinn are coordinating this show.

September 19 - 20, 2009
Heritage Needlework Guild is hosting its 25th Annual Quilt and Needlework Show.  The theme is “Oh, my stars!!!”.  Location:  Bethel United 
Church of  Christ, 2400 Central Avenue, Nebraska City, NE.  Hours:  Saturday 9 - 5 pm; Sunday 10 - 4 pm.  The featured quilter is Bonnie M. 
Haith of  Brock, NE.  The raffle quilt “Heritage Noble Glory” will be raffled at 3:30 pm on Sunday.

October 23-24, 2009
Cottonwood  Quilters  of  Elkhorn proudly presents their biennial quilt show, “Threads Through Time”.   Hours:  Friday, 9 - 8 pm  and 
Saturday, 9 - 5 pm.  The show is located at Bethany Lutheran Church, 4200 N 204th St., Elkhorn, Nebraska.  The featured quilter is Beverly 
Alexander and there are more than 300 quilts on display.  The raffle quilt is titled “Squirrels in the Cabin”.  There  is  a mini-raffle as well as 
a silent auction, quilt appraisals, demonstrations and Country Kitchen.  The event is handicapped accessible, has plenty of  free parking and 
buses are welcome.  Admission is: Adults - $6, Seniors - $5, Children 6 to 12 - $1, and 5 and under are free.  For more information, contact 
Geri DeGrof  at 402-625-2621, gerid@tvsonline.net, or Gail Harck at 402-498-0325, harck@tconl.com, or Cathy Driver at 402-753-8885, 
baseballquilt@aol.com.

Check out Rocky Mountain Quilt Museum upcoming events at 
www.RMQM.org. 1111 Washington Ave., Golden, CO - 303-277-0377

Capitol Quilt Show
See over 100 large quilts displayed in the splendor of  the State Capitol in Denver,  June 2 to August 19, 2009, in the rotundas of  the Colorado 
State Building.  On display when the capitol is open and free to the public.  

Firehouse Quilts
This spectacular quilt show is open to the public and is held at Cherry Hills Community Church at 3900 E Grace Blvd in Highlands Ranch. It is 
a perfect fit for the live music, vendors and, of  course, the beautiful quilt display  Everyone is encouraged to enter quilts - July 17 - 18, 2009.  

Quilt-A-Fair
The show includes a quilt show, vendors mall, raffle quilts, silent auction and antique quilts September 24-26, 2009, at the Boulder County 
Fairgrounds.  Open 9 -5 and admission is $5.00 per person.
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Submitted by Sandy Hanson

2010 OFFICER NOMINATIONS 
The members of  the nominating committee for 2009 are Carol Kusek of  Albion, Lois Wilson of  Lincoln, Linda 
Winter of  Holdrege, and Sandy Hanson of  Scottsbluff.  They are pleased to present the nominations.

 New Officers for 2010:     Continuing Board Members Will Be:

President Elect:   Susan Weber, Milford    President:  Sandy Hanson, Scottsbluff
Secretary:  LeeAnn Meduna, Wilcox     Treasurer:  Marty Kleppinger, Johnson Lake
District Rep I:  Sharon Clark, Auburn     District Rep I:  Connie Phillips, Seward 
District Rep II:  Jocelynn Gray, Bellevue    District Rep II:  Barb Peitzmeier, Bloomfield
District Rep III:  Pam Thomas, Kearney    District Rep III:  Elaine Moore, Alliance 
         Advisor:  Merikay Gengenbach, Lexington

These nominees will be voted on by the membership present at the Annual Meeting at QNE, July 26, 2009, in 
Lincoln.  Elected new officers will take office January 2010.

   Threads Across Nebraska 2009
Plans are progressing nicely for Threads Across Nebraska which will be held in Grand Island 
at the Heartland Event Center October 2 & 3, 2009. Please check out the volunteer sign up 
sheet, decide where you can help out, copy it, fill it out and send it to me.

We are in the process of  getting letters ready to send to the quilt guilds asking for quilts for 
the show. If  your guild doesn’t meet during the summer, please contact me so we can make 

arrangements for your guild. We would like to have representation from all the guilds across the state. I have a list of  guilds, 
but you can always email the name 
of  your guild and a contact person, 
and then you won’t be missed! 
The quilts will be checked in and 
checked out. If  someone is unable 
to pick up their quilt, arrangements 
must be made with LeAnne. We 
will do everything possible to keep 
your quilt safe.

Brochures and posters are ready. If  
you have a quilt show coming up or 
a quilt display at your county fair, 
please contact LeAnne. The more 
posters and brochures we can get 
out there, the better our publicity 
will be!

Right now we have 23 vendors 
signed up; some of  them are new 

to Threads this year. If  you have ideas on things you would like to see, vendors that you might like to see that you have seen 
at other shows, or any other thoughts, please contact LeAnne.  Thanks, and with everyone’s help, we will have a great Threads 
Across Nebraska 2009.

                       White Glove Volunteers Needed!
White glove volunteers are needed for the quilt exhibit at our State Fair, August 28th  - September 7th.  Each volunteer will receive 
a State Fair pass for the day and will be entered in the NSQG drawings for $50 off  your Quilt Nebraska 2010 registration. 
Time slots this year will be: 10 - 1 pm; 1 - 4 pm; 4 - 6:30 pm; 6:30 - 9 pm. 
Please contact the coordinator for the white glove volunteers if  you are interested:  Sue Lantz, 3511 S. 79 Street, Lincoln, NE 
68506, home phone: 402- 489-1441, email: gimmeayard@gmail.com.

Submitted by LeAnne Killion, Threads Chair

Submitted by Sue Lantz, White Glove Coordinator
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Submitted by Sandy Hanson

Raffle Quilt 2009
“Pine Ridge Points” Quilt 

QuiltNebraska 2009
QNE09 CHARITY CHALLENGE: WARM FUZZIES!

This year the QNE09 Challenge has a heartwarming twist—it’s a charity challenge!  Quilts will be donated to Project Linus and 

distributed throughout the state to children in hospitals or shelters.

Quilts can be no larger than 45” x 45” – “blankie” size.  Flannel backing is nice, but not required.  Cottons, flannels or minkee-

type synthetics are acceptable.  Please do not include embellishments or buttons that might create a choking hazard or interfere 

with frequent laundering.

So stitch up a happy little comfort quilt for a child in need and turn it in at a designated QNE09 registration table at the 

Cornhusker-Marriott in Lincoln, NE, July 23-26, 2009.  

If  you can’t complete a quilt, Project Linus will accept donations of  child-friendly fabric, batting or cash.  Donation receipts 

will be provided at drop-off.  For more details, see the QNE09 online registration booklet at www.nsqg.org.

Pine Ridge Points, the 2009 raffle quilt, has been displayed at events from Scottsbluff-Gering to Omaha, most recently at 

Spring Fling in Curtis and  Circle of  Tradition, Then and Now, at the Qwest Center in Omaha. Final appearances will be the 

Nebraskaland Days Quilt Show in North Platte, June 16 - 19, 2009, and QuiltNE09 in Lincoln, July 23 - 26, 2009. 

The quilt will then have a permanent home after drawing for a winner at QuiltNE09 on Saturday evening, July 25th. Will you be 

the one? Make sure you have purchased (and turned in) your tickets to be included in the opportunity.

Individuals can receive packets of  tickets by sending a $10 check and a stamped, self-addressed envelope to Linda Maloley, Quilt 

Mom, 75459 Rd 439, Lexington, NE 68850. 

NSQG Library Project 2009
The NSQG Membership Book says, “The Library Chairman is to choose, order and distribute copies of  gift books to all public 

libraries in Nebraska.”  The Library project began in 1989 with the gift of  books about quilting to 30 libraries.  Then, in 1996, 

the Guild began the gifting of  a quilt book to ALL of  the public libraries of  Nebraska.  This year, copies of  the quilt book 

“Loose Change…Quilts from Nickels, Dimes, and Fat Quarters”, by Claudia Plett and Le Ann Weaver, were presented to all 

291 libraries in Nebraska.  As Project Chairman, I had the privilege of  choosing the donated book which was ordered with the 

invaluable help of  Martingale & Company Publishers in Woodinville, WA, and the Nebraska Library Commission, who supplied 

us with preprinted mailing labels for the libraries.  With the books, labels and supplies in hand it was time to stuff  books into 

envelopes. Five trusty friends from my small quilt group and I met for a morning of  placing books into envelopes and putting on 

mailing labels.  Thanks gals!  Our job lasted long enough that we took a break for lunch, but finished early enough that we had 

time to go for coffee!  Fun time, huh!  Then a trip to the post office for postage and the books were on their way to Nebraska’s 

libraries.  Now I am receiving thank you notes from all over the state.  Thus continues a tradition of  valuable service to ALL the 

quilters of  our state.   Following is a list of  the previously donated books (1996-2008):

1996  “Repiecing the Past” by Sara Dillow

1997  “Quilting Up a Storm” by Lydia Quigley

1998  “Easy Machine Paper Piecing” by Carol Doak

1999  “Go Wild with Quilts” by Margaret Rolfe

2000  “Baltimore Bouquets” by Mimi Dietrich

2001  “Scrap Mania” by Sally Scheider

2002  “Little Quilts All Through the House” by Berg, Hold, and Johnson

2003  “Pink Lemonade and Other Delights” by Linda Johnson

2004  “Stack the Deck” by Karla Alexander

2005  “Abstract Design” by Johnathan Holstein

2006  “More Quilts for Baby” by Ursula Reikes

          “Machine Quilting Made Easy” by Maurine Noble

2007  “That Perfect Stitch” by Roxanne McElroy

2008  “Posterize It!” by Joe Hesch & Frankie Seme

Check with your local library for any of  these or

this year’s quilt book!

Submitted by Carol Brandl and LeAnn Frobom, QNE09 Co-Chairs

Submitted by Linda Maloley, Quilt Mom

Submitted by Jan Hibbs, Library Project Chair

Linda Maloley, Merikay Gengenbach, 
Linda Anderson, Jan Hibbs, and Barbara Pfeiffer

Photo supplied by David Penner at Lexington Clipper 
of  the Clipper-Herald newspaper.



10

!"#$%&'%(")%*)+#)#,%*"#$-%!&$.-#"$/'%

01#2345%-6,%7,'-%8,-),+-9%
%

!!"#$%&&'()$*'+)"+&,$-&$"#.$/0(+0+.$1."0.("$

2-3.45.0$6"#78"#9$:;;<$

=.("'0+&,>$$?+4$@+.#)$("$A(4B$A-4.C(9$A-D(E$
$
$

F+"#$G'H"$"#.$"#+0E$I'+)"$H#.JE$.3.0$4(E.9$H.)K7"(',#"$I'+)"4(L.0$?+4$@+.#)9$-K$/-C(".))-9$ME(#-9$$

.&".0.E$(&E$N-&$%4.0+C(&$/("C#N-0L$O$*'+)"+&,$4(,(D+&.JH$P/+.C.H$-K$"#.$/(H"Q$I'+)"$C#()).&,.$

+&$!<<8R$S#+H$N+&$"--L$#.0$)+K.$E-N&$($&.N$(&E$'&.TB.C".E$B("#9$(&E$N+"#$#.0$K-'0"#$I'+)"9$?+4$

5.,(&$B'5)+H#+&,$#.0$-0+,+&()$E.H+,&HR$M&$"#.$U.(0H$H+&C.$#.0$C#()).&,.$N+&9$?+4$#(H$H..&$#.0$
N-0L$B'5)+H#.E$+&$&'4.0-'H$&("+-&()$(&E$+&".0&("+-&()$4(,(D+&.H9$(&E$0.4(+&H$($K0.I'.&"$E.H+,&$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$

C-&"0+5'"-0$K-0$%4.0+C(&$/("C#N-0L$O$*'+)"+&,R$$?+4$#(H$('"#-0.E$K-'0$"+").H$+&$#.0$5.H"7H.))+&,$

PV+4B).Q$H.0+.H$-K$5--LH$N+"#$W(0"+&,().$O$A-4B(&UR$$S#.$-BB-0"'&+"U$"-$5.,+&$E.H+,&+&,$$$$$$$$$$$$$$

K(50+CH$K-0$X.&0U$Y)(HH$+&$:;;8$#(H$.&(5).E$?+4$"-$C-45+&.$#.0$)-3.$-K$0+C#)U7#'.E$B0+&"H$N+"#$

#.0$PHC0(B75(HL."Q$(BB0-(C#$"-$I'+)"4(L+&,9$(&E$#.0$E.H+,&H$0.K).C"$"#+HR$$$

Z-+&$'H$K-0$?+4JH$S0'&L$V#-N9$=0+E(U9$2-3.45.0$6"#>$$S#+H$+&K-04()$(&E$)+,#"7#.(0".E$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$

B0.H.&"("+-&$K.("'0.H$I'+)"H$K0-4$#.0$[V+4B).[$H.0+.H$-K$5--LH$(&E$

%4.0+C(&$/("C#N-0L$O$*'+)"+&,$4(,(D+&.$(H$N.))R$X.(0$H"-0+.H$-K$

#.0$H'CC.HH.H$\(&E$4+H"(L.H]$(H$H#.$N(H$).(0&+&,$"-$I'+)"9$+&C)'E+&,$

#-N$H#.$4(E.$"#.$).(B$K0-4$H.)K7"(',#"$&-3+C.$I'+)".0$"-$B'5)+H#.E$

E.H+,&.0$N+"#$G'H"$#.0$K-'0"#$I'+)"R$

:")%;"),%<$(")2+-#"$%="$-+.->%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%

*)+#)#,%*"#$-%!&$.-#"$?%@AB%C+'-%D-6?%7"E%@DB?%="F+G?%HC%IJ@KL%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%

KLDMNDBMAL@L%%%%")%3)+#)#,3"#$-O&$.-#"$P5+6""Q."2%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%

R"S$4"+G%),T#'-)+-#"$%(")2%+-%SSSQ3)+#)#,3"#$-O&$.-#"$Q."2%

8,-),+-%1.6,G&4,%
$

2-3.45.0$6"#78"#9$:;;<$

$

/0.70.,+H"0("+-&$1^*_M1^@R$
/0+C+&,$+&K-$(&E$0.,+H"0("+-&$K-04$$$

(3(+)(5).$-&$-'0$$

C)(HH.H$(&E$.3.&"H$B(,.$("$
NNNRB0(+0+.B-+&"G'&C"+-&RC-4R$

$

A)(HH.H>$`.(0&$?+4JH$+&3+H+5).$

4(C#+&.$(BB)+I'a$".C#&+I'.R$$V..$
-'0$N.5H+".$K-0$B0-G.C"$C#-+C.HR$

%

:)#G+5%=4+''>$$!;>;;7b>;;$$$
\=0+E(U$A)(HH$+H$=_``]$

$

1+-&)G+5%=4+''>$!;>;;7b>;;$
$

:)#G+5%U)&$V%16"S>$$6>;;$$

\V'BB.0$H.03.E$N+"#$$

"0'&L$H#-N$K-))-N+&,]$
$

7)#$T%W"&)%XS$%*)"O,.-%%%%%%%%

-B"+-&H$(3(+)(5).$K-0$$
=0+E(U7V'&E(UR$

*'+)"H$%0-'&E$"#.$c)-CL$
$

P2-".N-0"#U$*'+)"HQ$

V("'0E(U9$%','H"$::&E$$7$$A-D(E$

$

=.("'0.E$Y'.H">$$%&,.)($WC`.(&9$

%'0-0(d$*'+)".0$(&E$W'H+C+(&$

2(4.E$V-&,N0+".0$-K$"#.$e.(0$5U$"#.$$

2.50(HL($A-'&"0U$W'H+C$=-'&E("+-&9$:;;6R$

$

!"#$%"#&$'()"#*+,'"($-"(,+-,.$/#+'#'&$/"'(,$01(-,'"(2$

3"4+52$6789:8;9<7=72$>#+'#'&>"'(,?1(-,'"(@A+B""C-"*$

D#$E'F',.$$GGGC>#+'#'&>"'(,?1(-,'"(C-"*$

$
J>KLMB>LL%%M%%*'+)"$V#-N$("$A#+BB.0$X())R$$$$

$

%%%J>KLMB>LL%%M%%F()L+&,$S-'0$-K$*'+)"H$$

(&E$V#-B$X-B$"#0-',#-'"$A-D(ER$
$

%%%%%%%A>LL%%7$$W'H+C$M&HB+0.E$5U$*'+)"H$-K$Y.04(&$X.0+"(,.$

B0-,0(4$5U$%&,.)($WC`.(&$("$A#+BB.0$X())9$$
E-N&"-N&$A-D(ER$

$

N>LL$$7$$%0"$M&HB+0.H$*'+)"H$B0-,0(4$5U$$
%&,.)($WC`.(&$("$"#.$X.&0+$W'H.'49$$

E-N&"-N&$A-D(ER$
$
$

HI>"(F"#&5$JA$,B&$3"4+5$3B+*J&#$")$3"**&#-&$



11

Jean B. Mills
Photo Courtesy of  
Bode Photo Inc.
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Press release submitted by Indiana Heritage Quilt Show

Nebraska’s Rising Sun Quilt

Invitation to Play!  Fearless Design for Every Quilter
Fearless Design for Every Quilter is a book for every person who makes art, looks at art, or wants to live a more creative life. 

You will find yourself  referring to it again and again, as I have. It’s one of  the books I keep face out on 

my “Inspiration” bookshelf, as a reminder to take that next fearless step into connection, expression, 

beauty, and fun.  

In reviewing this book for the NSQG Quilt members I came to believe Fearless Design for Every 

Quilter is an infectious book! You may pick it up for the enticing color photographs, but as soon 

as you open the pages you see the common sense approach that sets this book apart. The subtitle, 

“Traditional & Contemporary • 10 Lessons • Creativity & Critique,” invites everyone (even me, a non-

quilter!) to join the classes taught by Lorraine Torrence and Jean B. Mills.  We meet eight students, 

women from a variety of  backgrounds who cite release, joy, creative passion, voice, and a spiritual 

center as their reasons for quilting and fiber art. You will discover the techniques as they do and listen 

in on the critiques these hobbyists and professionals have found so valuable.

Jean Mills, one of  the authors, has been an invigorating addition to the 

Omaha art community since moving here from Seattle. She is an artist and art 

therapist, a founder of  the Omaha Fiber Collective.  Jean teaches a course called 

Snitzel, which explores the creative process described in this book. 

Pat Stava, who belongs to several guilds, including NSQG, has just 

completed Jean’s Snitzel series of  classes. She says, “Jean is very 

knowledgeable about design work, easy to talk to and listen to.  She’s 

done me a world of  good in that I look at things differently.  As a 

quilter coming from a traditional viewpoint, now I see things with 

more of  an artistic sense. I see relationships like color and texture everywhere, in buildings, 

nature, even fences! That, and the small size of  projects we did, have freed up my quilting. I still love the precision of  traditional 

quilting, but this approach is more playful. It’s a different way of  doing things.” 

 

"Nebraska's Rising Sun" Quilt Takes Best of  Show Again!
Laura Francini of  Wisner and Sandi McMillian of  Albion were honored again with a Best of  Show award for their 

excellent collaboration on creating "Nebraska's Rising Sun" quilt at the 18th Annual Indiana Heritage Quilt Show.  

The show was held March 5 - 7, 2009, at Bloomington, Indiana.  

Their quilt has now won  seven Best of  Show awards, including 

the Nebraska State Fair.  Next for "Nebraska's Rising Sun" is  to 

be included in the Quilt Odyssey show in Hershey, Pennsylvania.  

This is their special 10th anniversary show which features the 

"Best of  Show" winners for each of  their ten years.

The quilt was made to be the 2007 NSQG Raffle Quilt.  After 

a lucky raffle draw, the quilt now belongs to Dr. Anthony and 

Carol Kusek of  Albion, Nebraska.   The quilt was inspired by 

two antique quilts, "Rising Sun", by Mary Totten in 1810, and 

"Star of  Bethlehem", by Rachel Trundle, made in 1860.  Laura 

and Sandi worked together on the project over a period of  14 

weeks using machine techniques to give the quilt the look of  fine 

hand work.  

This book review was submitted by Suzanne Smith Arney , who is also a writer and arts educator in Omaha, Nebraska. A native 
Nebraskan, she is proud of and energized by the high caliber of artists living in the state. She feels the arts here, like the land itself, often 
surprise visitors by their variety and strengths.

Fearless Design for Every Quilter 

Authors: Lorraine Torrence, Jean B. Mills

C&T Publishing, April 2009

Paperback, 96p, color

ISBN: 978-1-57120-576-6

For bookstores and appearances see Jean Mills’ 

website,www.jeanbmills.com.

Book Cover

Courtesy of  C&T 

Publishing, Inc.
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"Quilters" Musical Drama Coming to Omaha Playhouse
The Omaha Community Playhouse will open the 2009/2010 season with a musical drama certain to appeal to 

NSQG members.  "Quilters", by Molly Newman and Barbara Damashek, plays from August 21 - September 27, 

2009.  "Quilters" is a show pieced together with love and stitched with pride...a thing of  beauty, comfort and joy.  It 

celebrates the women of  the prairie in the early 19th century and the place that quilting holds in American society.  

The play, in and of  itself, is a quilt.  It is a series of  snapshots of  the lives of  American women.  In the end, when 

the various quilt patterns are assembled into one glorious, brilliantly colorful quilt, the effect is both breathtaking 

and magical.  The quilts and quilt blocks used in the production are generously being provided by many volunteers 

from the Omaha Quilt Guild and the Cottonwood Quilt Guild, under the direction of  Jan Fry.  Nancy Kirk and Teri 

Quinn are coordinating a corresponding quilt show to be displayed in the Omaha Community Playhouse lobby during 

the run of  the production.  The production's final "Legacy Quilt" is being designed by Peg Pennell.  Many area quilt 

shops are also contributing.  This play is sponsored by Friends of  Omaha Community playhouse and the orchestra is 

sponsored by BERNINA Sewing Center, Omaha, Nebraska.

Local Quilter Nominated for International  

“Teacher of  the Year” Award
Cindy Erickson of  Papillion, NE, was nominated for the 2009 Quilt 
Teacher of  the Year Award from The Professional Quilter magazine.  
She was nominated by her students in recognition of  the quality 
of  her teaching and the enthusiasm she generates for the world of  
quiltmaking.  The winner of  the award was announced in the Spring 
issue of  the magazine.

Candidates were judged by a jury of  previous recipients of  the 
award and quilt teachers on commitment to development of  fine 
workmanship and personal expression of  students; involvement in 
and contributions to the field of  quiltmaking; and professionalism, 
including a personal code of  ethics and willingness to serve as a role 
model.  Additional information on all nominees is at the magazine’s 
web site, www.professionalquilter.com/teachernomination.php.

This is the 23rd year The Professional Quilter magazine has recognized an 
outstanding quilt teacher.

Submitted by Teri Quinn and Omaha Community 
Playhouse - Press Release


