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What a wonderful variety of  styles and techniques state fair attendees were 

treated to this year!  As the judge for the 2009 Nebraska State Fair quilt 

competition, I recently spent a 

few days taking a close look at 456 

quilts made by some very talented 

Nebraska quilters.  The judging 

volunteers were also wonderful; 

thanks for all you did to make the 

process run smoothly and my stay 

enjoyable.

What do I think about when I 

look at each quilt?  How do I 

choose the winners?  First I look 

at the design and visual impact 

of  each piece.  How has the 

quilter used the various elements 

of  design (such as line, shape, 

space, value, color, and texture) to achieve the various principles of  design 

(such as unity, balance, rhythm, contrast, dominance, and gradation) to create a 

composition that draws the viewer in?  Do the distinguishable units of  the quilt 

combine to create a design that is more 

than the sum of  its individual parts?  Is 

is interesting?  What emotions does it 

evoke?

A strong design is very important, but 

equal in weight is good workmanship.  

How precise is the piecing?  Are all 

applique elements smooth and secure?  

Does the thread used match the 

fabrics being pieced or the applique 

motifs? If  there are embellishments or 

Continued on Page 5
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Best Art Quilt - Shelly Burge

Best Senior Citizen Wall Hanging 
Janice Lippincott



 . . .  President’s Message   . . .

Dear Members,

This year, over 400 quilts were entered in the Nebraska State Fair!  

Goodness sakes Nebraska quilters were busy!  This is the last year for 

the fair to be in Lincoln.  The State Fair Board is ready with plans for 

the fair to be moved to Grand Island.  A special place is being set aside 

to show the creations of  Nebraska quilters.  Let’s all get busy making 

quilts to be shown in Grand Island.  The Nebraska State Quilt Guild 

is working with the Fair Board to have entry points across the state.  

This will enable quilters to enter their work without having to drive 

long distances.

I set aside time to help hang the quilts at the fair.  Lucky me!  I was able 

to get close to the beautiful work of  friendly quilters.  Have you ever 

wondered, “how did they do that”?  You can see how, by helping at the 

fair. Sheila Green and Janice Lippincott had the work organized and 

efficiently planned. I helped hand quilts to the “hangers”.  I was able 

to view the workmanship at a range that you don’t get to see at a quilt 

show.  Our crew had a great time!  We laughed and joked, and in the 

meantime, got a lot of  quilts hung.  I’m ready for next year!

I took my sewing machine in to be serviced and the service man asked 

me if  I wanted to trade machines.  He talked in glowing terms about 

the new machines, more stitches, larger sewing area.  I was sold. Of  

course, I didn’t have time to listen how to work the new machine, I just 

took it home so I could sew.  The first piece that I sewed had enough 

thread wadded up on the backside to make a wig for a poodle!  The 

next piece had enough thread on the back for a robin’s nest.  So, I then 

opened the owner’s manual and learned how to thread the machine 

properly.  Guess what?  It works perfectly!

People ask me if  I have a sewing room.  I have a sewing house!  Yes, 

there is a room dedicated to sewing, but projects just crawl out of  

there in the night.  I will wake up in the morning and there is a quilt 

to be basted on the kitchen counter and embroidery work in the TV 

room.  Some fabric has journeyed into the laundry room to be washed.  

There are patterns on the kitchen table and quilt magazines on the 

living room couch. There is appliqué work in my bedroom and quilt 

patterns on my computer.  There is a directory of  quilt shops in my car 

and a needle and thimble in my purse.  Fabric and quilting even spills 

over to the lake house.   My friends call my lake house the “Annex”.  

There is a sewing machine set up with fabric storage in a closet.  My 

lake neighbors come over to see what I am “working” on.  It seems 

that everyone is interested in quilts and quilt making.
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Membership  in   NSQG   is   open   to  all 
individuals.  New members will continue to be 
welcomed at any time.  Memberships run from 
January 1st through December 31st.  Dues are 
$20.00   per   year.  Please send all change of 
address information and dues to Darice Cecil:

Darice Cecil         Membership Chair NSQG

2625 Rathbone Rd.             Lincoln, NE 68502 
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Please send information, pictures or newspa-
per    articles   about    NSQG  members  or  
activities  to  NSQG HISTORIAN: Jean 
Ford, 43080 Rd 776, Oconto, NE 68860-
1215, 308-858-4516, jford@gpcom.net.

HISTORIAN
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  In Stitches, 
Merikay Gengenbach, NSQG President

  In Stitches, 
Merikay Gengenbach, NSQG
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Nebraska State Quilt Guild

Newsletter / Advertising

We   invite  the  submission of   previously un-
published       documents       and        personal 
correspondence from our readers.  We reserve 
the right to publish, in whole or in part, any 
letters or submitted articles we receive.  While 
we cannot accept responsibility for unsolicited 
material, we would be happy to return it   to  its   
author   if   a stamped,   self-addressed envelope 
is included.

The NSQG newsletter is published six times 
a year.  Publication deadline is the 15th of  the 
months of    February,   April,  June,  August,  
October,  and December.    Articles  are due 
to the   editor   by   the   25th  of   the  previous 
publication month:  

       October 25th for December 15th Issue

The  editor  reserves the right to accept or reject 
advertising requests.  Ads must be quilt related.  
Advertising  must be submitted by  the 20th 
of  each    previous   publication     month,    i.e.  
February 20th  for  the  April  publication:  

       October 20th for December 15th Issue

Camera ready ads  must  be either jpegs, tiffs, 
or psd (Photoshop)  files.  If  you  don’t  have  
a camera ready ad, please contact the editor to 
contract an ad design.   Check with the editor for 
ad rates and sizes available.  Ads are placed on a   
space  available basis.     All    ads    must    be pre-
paid.  Please make your check payable to NSQG.     
Mail payment with ad materials to the Editor.

Betz McMahon      Newsletter Editor NSQG

PO Box 865                         Wisner, NE 68791          

402-529-3543                betzmc@cableone.net
                                     

President’s Message continued from page 2

LeAnne Killion is working to make “Threads” a success.  Get together 

a car load of  friends and come to the show.  Please let LeAnne know if  

you are able to help at the show.  I am always impressed at the willingness 

of  quilters to help others.

The pumpkins are turning orange and Labor Day is here.  That means 

that I am a year older.  I view my birthday as a private New Year.  This 

means that twice a year I am able to make resolutions.  Again I will 

resolve to lose weight and finish some of  my projects!  My parents help 

me out by giving me money to buy more fabric and a cake to eat!  They 

know what I love and have always encouraged me.

In this newsletter I will showcase two newer members of  the “Basket 

Cases”.  Kris Wehse (rhymes with daisy) writes that she had a background 

in commercial arts. “I have been quilting for about 25 years and I love 

it.  I still haven’t run out of  ideas or finished all my projects.  I start 

new ones faster than I can finish old ones ---- a bad habit.  I quilt with 

a wonderful group of  ladies in the Lexington, NE, area.  I love seeing 

what the others are working on and I love learning new techniques 

from them.  They are all so accomplished in quilting and I am still just 

learning.  I really enjoy our get togethers.  I am glad to be quilting with 

these women – all of  whom I call friends.”

Karen Steinke is the newest member of  our group.  Karen moved to 

Lexington last year.  When she became a member, she was told that we 

discuss everything.  Karen has had to take a deep breath many times, but 

she still keeps coming!  Karen enjoys hand work 

and visiting with the rest of  the members.

Enjoy the colors of  Fall, they could inspire you 

to make a new quilt!

Call for Bids
2010 NSQG Newsletter Editor

Bids are currently being accepted for the 2010 contract period 
of  January 1 – December 31, 2010. Persons interested in 
submitting a bid must request a copy of  the specifications 
from the current President-Elect, Sandy Hanson. Bids will be 
accepted until October 17, 2009.

Submitted by Sandy Hanson, NSQG President-Elect
180009 Thomas Dr., Scottsbluff, NE 69361

 sjhquilter@actcom.net



Submitted by Janice Lippincott, Nebraska State Fair Co-chair

Submitted by Laura Franchini
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A total of  225 people spent over a thousand hours volunteering at the State Fair Quilt Show.  It was judged to be 

an outstanding success. So many positive comments were heard from the viewers, and the judge assured us that the 

quality of  Nebraska quilters is far superior to some other states. We can all be proud to be Nebraskans and the show 

we provide. A HUGE THANK YOU to all who assisted in any way with this endeavor. 

The 140th State Fair is history and the quilters had a FABULOUS showing as we bid farewell to the Lincoln location. 

Four hundred and fifty-six exhibits were entered by 177 different people, many of  them showing for the first time. 

Of  course a show of  this size doesn’t just “happen”.  Thanks to a great group of  volunteers, the majority of  them 

being NSQG members.  The entire process of  entering, supervising the judging, hanging, “white gloving”, take down, 

and distribution was handled by volunteers. 

Thirteen women (all NSQG members) were involved with the entering and judging process and gave a total of  300 

volunteer hours. Our judge, Kate Eelkema of  St. Paul, Minnesota, appreciated their help in setting up the classes, 

writing down her comments, holding and folding the quilts so that she could view that many quilts in a relatively short 

amount of  time. 

Thirty-three people helped with the hanging and labeling of  the quilt exhibit on Friday and thirty-three assisted with 

taking down the show on Labor Day. Both events went smoothly and quickly thanks to all the helpers who willingly 

participated. It is amazing to see the transformation of  the Devaney Arena, first with the added color and brightness, 

and then in reverse when the quilts come down. Sheila Green did a great job of  recruiting these volunteers.

Sue Lantz was in charge of  the “white glovers” and had 146 volunteers working a total of  547 hours for the 112 hours 

that the quilt show was open. Shifts this year were for either 2 ½ or three hours, with a few volunteering to work 

double shifts. Sue did a fantastic job in getting all time slots filled, so the quilts were always secure during this 140th 

Nebraska State Fair event.

Volunteers Outdo Themselves at the 140th Nebraska State Fair - 2009 

I started this wall hanging several years ago with fabrics 

that I thought went together well. Turns out they needed 

lots of  help....so...I started a block style Hawaiian quilt 

that included many colored flowers.  The background 

fabric turned out to be difficult to work with, but I 

struggled through the  applique blocks anyway, chang-

ing many of  the pieces several  times  to  get  a decent 

contrast.  The quilt was difficult all the way through.  I 

put it in the state fair last year and it received 3rd place in 

its class.  My friend, Sandi McMillan, noticed the back-

ground color varied enough that it really didn’t provide 

the contrast necessary for a good applique quilt.  Sandi 

suggested inking the entire background with Fabrico 

inks and an applicator made especially for them.  The 

green ink brought the whole quilt to life and improved it 

enough to go from 3rd to Best Overall Wall Quilt.

Best Overall Wall Quilt Nebraska State Fair 2009



dimensional elements, do they add to the unity and completeness of  the piece?  

Are they secure?  Are the fabrics and construction techniques appropriate for 

the desired theme, size, and use of  the quilt?  Do the long lines of  piecing and 

sashing and borders remain straight across the quilt surface, even after it has 

been quilted?  Do the borders frame the quilt center well?

Then I look at the quilting.  Does the quilting design enhance the construction 

design?  Are the stitches even and consistent on the top and the bottom of  

the quilt?  Has proper tension been maintained?  Are stops and starts and 

thread ends not visible?  Lastly, I examine the finishing techniques.  The 

edges of  the quilt should 

be flat and straight and 

the corners should be 

square.  A good binding 

has batting all the way out 

to the edge, is a consistent width on the front and the back of  

the quilt, has corner miters that are stitched down, and the thread 

used to attach it matches the binding fabric.

When choosing the award winning quilts I think about all the 

decisions that have been made: design decisions, color and fabric 

decisions, piecing decisions, applique decisions, thread decisions, 

setting decisions, quilting design and placement decisions, border 

and binding decisions.  Then I consider how well those decisions 

have been executed.  Do you want to win an award?  Know your 

strengths, and work on your weaknesses.  If  you have an eye for 

color, fabric selection, or unique design, showcase those skills in your quilt.  If  those aren’t your areas of  strength, 

work on your construction techniques - take classes if  you can - so your quilt will exhibit excellent workmanship.  

Award winners are the quilts that combine strong design with 

expert workmanship.  Most importantly, enjoy the process!
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Continued from page 1, A Judge’s Perspective

Best of  Show Quilt Design

The Best of  Show Quilt this year is a remake of  a quilt Sandi 

McMillan saw in a book published by the Virginia quilt project.  

Sandi changed the colors and the central design of  the quilt, 

remaking it in a more modern palette.  Sandi put much thought 

into the quilting designs, and incorporated a large variety of  them 

into the quilt.  The quilt used more than 9,000 yards of  thread 

just for the quilting.  The original quilt was 109 x 115.  Sandi 

said her most difficult challenge was reducing the design to fit 

into a smaller format so she could easily do the quilting on her 

domestic machine.  

Pride of  Nebraska - Jan Adams

Best of  Show - Sandi McMillan

Reserve Best of  Show - Sharon Armstrong

Submitted by Laura Franchini

Submitted by Kate Elkema, NQACJ



 ARAPAHOE

Wagners Quilts & Conversation
523 Nebraska Ave.

Arapahoe, NE 68922
308-962-7855

www.wagners-supermarketarapahoe.com
naomir@atcjet.net

Mon-Sat: 9 - 6

AUBURN

The Fabric Fairie
900 Central Ave.

Auburn, NE 69305
pamelasfirst@windstream.net

402-274-4454
Mon & Wed: 11 -5; Tue & Fri: 11 - 6;

Thurs: 11 - 9; Sat: 9 - 3

BRIDGEPORT

JAN SEARS, Certified Quilt Appraiser
Rt 1 Box 3231

Bridgeport, NE 69336
searsjanere@yahoo.com

308-262-1031
Appraisals of  quilts, quilted textiles and 

sewing rooms; Lectures, Classes

Quilt Shops & Related Businesses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

CAMBRIDGE

Cottage Inspirations
710 Nasby St.

Cambridge, NE 69022
308-697-4000

www.cottageinspirations.com
cottage@cottageinspirations.com

Tues-Fri: 11 - 5:30; Sat: 10 - 4

FULLERTON

Calico Annie’s Quilt Shop
210 Broadway - PO Box 661

Fullerton, NE 68638
308-536-2925

www.calicoanniesquiltshop.com
calicoannie@qwestoffice.net
Mon-Fri: 9 - 5; Sat: 9 - Noon

HASTINGS

Calico Cottage
731 W. 2nd St.

Hastings, NE 68901
402-463-6767

calicocottage@alltel.net
Mon-Fri: 9:30 - 5:30; Sat: 9:30 - 5

(Summer Sat: 9:30 - 3)

www.nsqg.org
       Visit our web site and keep current on the state guild’s  events and news.

Quilting Celebrity 
Marianne Fons

HOLDREGE

Quilter’s Delight
323 West Ave.

Holdrege, NE 68949
308-995-2728

quilter@atcjet.net
Mon-Wed & Fri: 9:30 - 5:30;

Thurs till 8; Sat till 5

KEARNEY

The Quilters Cottage
2220 Central Ave.

Kearney, NE 68847
308-367-6348

www.quilterscottage.net
quilters.cottage@hotmail.com

Mon-Fri: 9 - 5; Sat: 9 - 12

OMAHA

DellaJane Hand Dyes
Della Alice Cruz

15337 California St.
Omaha, NE 68154

402-498-2793
alice@dellajane.com
www.dellajane.com

WAKEFIELD

The Quilt Shop
301 North Main

Wakefield, NE 68784
402-287-2325

quilts@huntel.net
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Check out  IQSC&M upcoming events at www.quiltstudy.org/visit_us/events.
Location: 1523 North 33rd St, Lincoln, Nebraska.  Hours:  Tuesday - Saturday 10 - 4:30 pm, Sunday 1 - 4:30 pm.  402-472-6549

American Quilts in the Modern Age 1870 - 1940, May 23 - November 15, 2009
A Fairyland of  Fabrics: The Victorian Crazy Quilt, July 24 - October 25, 2009
American Girls in the Modern Age Workshop with Sheila Green, Parts 1 and 2, October 11 & October 18, 2009
Four Part Harmony: The Linda Carlson Four-Block Quilt Collection, October 30, 2009 - March 28, 2010
Perspectives: Art, Craft, Design, and the Studio Quilt, November 21, 2009 - May 9, 2010
Quilts Under the Microscope, April 2, 2010 - September 12, 2010
South Asian Seams: Quilts from India, Pakistan, & Bangladesh, May 15, 2010 - November 7, 2010

Quilting Celebrity Fons to Present Benefit Lecture at Quilt Museum 
Marianne Fons, co-editor in chief  of  Fons & Porter’s Love of  Quilting magazine and co-host of  the public television series of  the 
same name, will speak on “Why We Quilt” on Saturday, November 14, 2009, 3:00 pm,  at the 
International Quilt Study Center & Museum in Lincoln, NE. 

Fons will share her experiences as a quilter and quilting teacher as well as her research into why 
millions of  people, now and in the past, have loved to quilt. Her lecture is illustrated with a wide 
range of  quilt images from the past and present, including some of  her own prize-winning quilts. 
Following the lecture, a limited-seating reception will be held at the museum. Marianne will show 
some of  her quilts and comment on the exhibition “American Quilts in the Modern Age, 1870-
1940”.

Tickets for the event are on sale now. Lecture-only admission is $22 for museum members, 
$25 for non-members. Combination lecture and reception tickets are $55 for members and 
$60 for non-members. Call 402-472-6549 to reserve a seat, or download the order form at 
www.quiltstudy.org.   

Submitted by Maureen Ose, ISCQ&M Communications Coordinator
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Quilting Events         

October 5-30, 2009
Pink, Pinker, Pinkest for Breast Cancer Awareness Month, in the Classroom Gallery of  the Bernina Sewing Studio, 1501  Pine  
Lake  Rd.,   Suite 12,  Lincoln,  Nebraska,  during store hours.   Free and open to the public.    Contact: Margrethe   Ahlschwede,   
Member,   Lincoln   Quilters  Guild,  4005  Orchard  Street.  Lincoln,  Nebraska  68503, 402-261-6407.

October 23-24, 2009
Cottonwood  Quilters  of  Elkhorn proudly presents their biennial quilt show, “Threads Through Time”.   Hours:  Friday, 9 
- 8 pm  and Saturday, 9 - 5 pm.  The show is located at Bethany Lutheran Church, 4200 N 204th St., Elkhorn, Nebraska.  The 
featured quilter is Beverly Alexander and there are more than 300 quilts on display.  The raffle quilt is titled “Squirrels in the 
Cabin”.  There  is  a mini-raffle as well as a silent auction, quilt appraisals, demonstrations and Country Kitchen.   The  event  is  
handicapped  accessible,  has  plenty  of  free parking, and buses are welcome.  Admission is:  Adults - $6,  Seniors - $5,  Children 
6 to 12 - $1, and 5 and  under are free.  For more information, contact Geri DeGrof  at 402-625-2621, gerid@tvsonline.net, or 
Gail Harck at 402-498-0325, harck@tconl.com, or Cathy Driver at 402-753-8885, baseballquilt@aol.com.

October 24, 2009
We will have quilts exhibited at four Ashland churches from 9:30 am to 2 pm during our Fall Festival and Quilt tour.  There is 
a $2.00 admission which includes all events; food is extra.  9:30 am rolls & coffee at First United Methodist Church with 10 am 
featured quilter Judy Hendrix presentation. Salad Luncheon from 11 - 1 pm. at St. Mary’s Catholic Church.  Trunk Show - 1 
pm, Janet Phillips, at First Christian Church.  Many activities throughout the community.  Bake sale, rummage sale,  lots of  door 
prizes, in-store specials at downtown businesses.  American Lutheran, church will have quilts on display and also a world market.  

Updated schedules with all the details and a map will be available the day of  the Festival.  Contact: sevensisters@windstream.net 
for a flyer.  

November 14, 2009
Save the Date!  District I is hosting a small quilt gathering Saturday, November 14, 9:30 - 12 noon at the Seward Civic Center, 
618 Bradford, Seward, Nebraska.  Please watch the NSQG website and your local quilt shop for details. 

November 3-28, 2009
On Exhibit:  The work of  Lois Puckett Wilson,  a one woman exhibit of  quilts, in the Classroom Gallery of  the Bernina Sewing 
Studio, 1501 Pine Lake Rd., Suite 12, Lincoln, Nebraska, during store hours.  Free and open to the public.   Contact: Margrethe 
Ahlschwede, Member, Lincoln Quilters Guild, 4005 Orchard Street. Lincoln, Nebraska 68503, 402-261-6407.

NSQG Mission Statement
The   Nebraska   State   Quilt    Guild   is    a   non-profit   
organization established   to  perpetuate  the  art  of      quilt     
making     and    its   heritage   while   encouraging   future  
opportunities through   growth,  education, inspiration, 
and fellowship.

Electronic Newsletter
The NSQG newsletter is available in an electronic version. The 
electronic version is in full color.  If  you   wish  to  have  this 
version of  the newsletter, please notify your membership chair: 
Darice Cecil at dcecil@neb.rr.com.

The Donor Book
The   quilt  study  fund  project,  The  Donor  Book,  will  accept 
contributions and memorials until December 1, 2009.  At that time, 
The Donor Book project will be closed and no longer accept names.

Submitted by Sandra Kosch, Quilt Study Fund Chair
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Submitted by Mary Rose Pinkelman

Submitted by Vickie Wiens, 2010 Quilt Mom

“Arabesque” has traveled from east to west and back again over the last three months.  It was entered in the Nebraska 

State Fair 2009 at Lincoln where it won Best Two Person Quilt, 

then it made it to a couple quilt shops and lastly to Threads 

Across Nebraska. 

This 90” x 90” quilt was created in blues, rusts and golds 

by Mary Sue Suit and Judy Woodworth.  They have worked 

together frequently, Mary Sue designing and sewing, Judy 

machine quilting.  They won 1st place in Houston in 2008 for 

another of  their quilts, in addition to several other awards.

At what special event, quilt show or quilt guild meeting would 

you like to display and sell raffle tickets for this beautiful 

quilt?  I have openings left - together we can make it happen!  

Each ticket is $1.00, sold in packets of  10 tickets, and can be 

purchased directly from me.  Just contact me: Vickie Wiens, 

10676   US  26,  Bayard,  NE  69334,  308 - 631 - 9318, 

vwquiltsnmore@yahoo.com.  

Raffle Quilt 2010
“Arabesque” Quilt 

See the Byway the Quiltway!
Scenic Byway 12 is inviting all quilters and lovers of  quilts to a grand array of  quilts to see along the whole Byway.  
Each town will have a quilt display from South Sioux City to Valentine, Nebraska, on October 16th, 17th, and 18th.  
They will have their own unique display of  timeless treasured quilts, some with hand quilting, some with themes, some 
with an array of  modern quilts and all for a wonderful experience.  The town’s turnoff  will be marked with a quilt sign 
for denoting turn.  There will be food and fun offered by all.  There will also be 3 speakers along the way.  

Friday  night  at St. James will be Mary Waller, outstanding quilt historian, who asks you to bring your antique and 
vintage quilts.  She will place them in a Quilt Time Line and  will share quilt stories along with some of  Mary’s own 
remarkable antique quilts and tops.  We will discuss the facts, clues and possibilities of  the quilts that you bring.  

Saturday evening at 7:00 pm we will have Yvonne Hollenbeck at Butte.  Yvonne’s program, “Patchwork and Prairie”, 
is one of  the finest presentations in the heartland.    Yvonne shows her collection of  family quilts, spanning 140 years, 
including her own prize-winning creations.  Poetry about quilts and quilters is presented throughout this awesome 
trunk show, which is enjoyed by men and women alike.  

Diane Gubbels will  present in Sparks at 2:00 pm Sunday afternoon.  Diane has a unique quilt trunk show called “Sto-
ries of  Inspiration”.   Gubbels  will  be showing  quilts  from the thirty plus years she has spent piecing these beauti-
ful creations together.   Along with showing each quilt, Gubbels  will be sharing inspirational stories that went into 
designing and stitching each of  the quilts.  “I hope everyone will enjoy the work of  my hands as I unfold the stories 
from my heart,” states Diane.  

That brings over 20 quilt displays and 3 wonderful speakers for only $10 with numerous homemade foods available 
along the way and a chance to see the beautiful fall scenery on top of  it!  You can pick up the $10 wrist bands at any 
quilt display along the way.  Please check out our website, www.nebraskaoutlawtrail.org, for more information.  A 
downloadable brochure will be available soon.  Start and end wherever you like.  Hope to see you all there.

NSQG 2010 State Raffle Quilt “Arabesque”
2009 Nebraska State Fair Winner 

“Best Two Person Quilt”
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Submitted by Margrethe Ahlschwede and Judy Lane

Written by Joyce Donlan’s brother, Martin Taylor, and his wife, Judy Taylor

Joyce Donlan Tribute
Several quilting, dollmaking, college, and Ruth Staples Child Development Lab friends of  Joyce Donlan would like to 
see Joyce’s name memorialized on the donor wall at the International Quilt Study Center & Musuem in Lincoln.

If  you, or others you know, would like to contribute to the funds necessary to place Joyce’s name on the wall, here 
is the relevant information.  Checks should be made payable to the University of  Nebraska Foundation and directed 
to the  IQSC&M  Memorial  Fund   #10936,  in memory of  Joyce Donlan (on memo line of  check or with a note).  
Contributions  can  be mailed to the University of  Nebraska Foundation,  1010 Lincoln Mall,  Suite 300,  Lincoln, 
Nebraska 68508-2886.    Individual  contributors  will  be  acknowledged  by  the NU Foundation.  Also, the NU 
Foundation will advise the family of  Joyce Donlan of  the names of  contributors.  

The family is grateful for the love and appreciation for Joyce that is behind the idea.  We hope you’ll be part of  this 
project  to  remember  our  friend  and  long  time  member of  NSQG and LQG who passed away suddenly this 
summer.

Joyce Anne - “A Beautiful Piece of  Fabric”
What does it take to create a beautiful piece of  fabric?

Start  with  honest  fibers  from  natural  materials.   Two  kinds,  one for warp and one for weft, each with its own unique 
characteristics of  color and texture, strength and beauty.  To them add lint garnered from the pilled surface and frayed edges 
of  many clothes long since removed from service.  With calloused hands of  generations past, card the fibers into alignment to 
achieve integrity.  With turns of  time and fate twist the fibers into threads possessing strength and resilience exceeding that of  
the untwisted fibers.

Prepare the loom.  Weave the two threads, Stephen and Alma, warp and weft, with a shuttle of  love given and received, given 
and received, given and received.  

When finished on the loom, using dyes and inks squeezed from pages of  knowledge and wisdom, stories of  inspiration, letters 
and notes written and read which share concern, celebrate joy, and express gratitude, color the bold.  Decorate it with patterns 
derived from nature’s beauty, and life’s experiences.  Then lock in this richness by soaking in a mordant of  repeatedly observed 
lessons in kindness, compassion, and service.

What is to be done with such a piece of  fabric?

Fold it into a pillow to be tenderly placed under the head of  a large dog which had been struck by two passing cars, so that it 
might know that it was cared for in its final minutes.

Use it to swaddle with boundless love six precious infants and, safe to say, hundreds of  others. 

Sew it into satchels, slings, duffels, and totes to lift and carry burdens that would rip and shred any synthetic.  Sew it into garments 
and costumes to shelter and  celebrate the wearers.

Beside a hospital bed, serger it into a soft and absorbent towel to, willingly 
and without complaint, tenderly caress and soak up all bodily fluids  -- there 
are eight fluids in my list -- I leave it to you to make your own list  -- make it 
complete and it will be truth -- and you will know a formula for pure love.

Mend a broken heart.

Sew it into banners to lead and support troops armed with love in battles 
against loneliness, loss, hemophilia and HIV.

Sew it into a quilt to wrap and warm us and remind us that we are a valued 
block to be included in the whole.

Stitch  it  into  a   smile, Alma Arvilla from Unadilla, to be our life long 
companion.

Sew it into our lives.

And when it is worn and retired from service, garner the lint from its pilled 
surface and frayed selvage.  Card and twist those fibers with others to make 
the threads we need to re-thread the loom.  



Submitted by Fay Kliewer (402-737-3303), Shirley Lavene (308-876-2546), Barb Hinrichs (308-324-7218), QNE10 Co-Chairs
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QuiltNebraska 2010 - “25 Years of  Friendship”

As QuiltNE 2009 was just beginning, work had already started on QuiltNE 2010.  Shirley Lavene, Barb Hinrichs and 

Fay Kliewer will be co-chairing “25 Years of  Friendship” in North Platte on July 22 - 25, 2010.

Can you believe that we have been enjoying the fun, friendship and classes of  25 QuiltNE’s?  There have been many 

changes over the years, and there will be more changes, along with bringing back some old friends in North Platte.  

The biggest change will be breakfast.  This meal is included in the price of  the motel rooms and will not be included 

in the convention price.  So if  you are not staying at the convention motel you will be on your own for breakfast.  You 

may purchase the breakfast at the hotel and more details about that will follow in upcoming articles. 

If  you have any past traditions that you would like to see in North Platte, please contact one of  the co-chairs.  

We are still accepting applications for member teachers.  Contact Fay Kliewer at kliewer.fay@gmail.com if  you want 

an application.

Remember to contact Quality Inn & Suites at 308-532-9090 to make your room reservation.  Be sure to mention that 

you will be with QuiltNE.

Two of  the national teachers for QuiltNE 2010 are Frieda Anderson and Marci Baker.

Frieda made her first quilt when she was in high school.  She has always made things, and 

she loves the process of  creating.  In college, Frieda majored in Art History and minored 

in ceramics,   but  she  returned to  fiber  because  it  was  more  satisfying.   Frieda can’t 

remember when she didn’t sew  For years her focus was designing and making clothing.  

All that changed in 1992, however, when she was in fashion design and realized that all 

she wanted to do was make quilts.  She has been designing and making original quilts ever 

since.

Frieda finds each step of  quilt making, from the beginning to the end, a real challenge.  It is hard to say what part she 

likes best.  She loves the pure creativity involved in conceiving and designing a new quilt.  Frieda loves to piece and 

to fuse.  She has found that by fusing smaller pieces, she can work out design issues.  Most of  her work is machine 

quilted and nature inspired.  Frieda discovered hand dyeing fabric 16 years ago, and now works almost exclusively with 

her own hand dyed cottons and silks.  www.friestyle.com.  

Recognized internationally for her expertise in quilting, Marci Baker enjoys sharing ideas that 

simplify the process of  quilting.  A native of  Dallas, Texas, Marci has loved sewing for years, 

making her first quilt at age 9 and sewing her own clothes in high school and college.  She began 

teaching quilting in 1989 for her local quilting guild and shops.  In 1993, she started Alicia’s Attic 

with the concepts that combine her love of  math with her love of  quilting.

As an admirer of  traditional quilts,  Marci  was  inspired  to author  books  on Not Your 

Grandmother’s™ Quilts.  This series uses the traditional patterns people associate with their 

grandmother and simplifies the technique.  She has invented several tools to help make quilting easier for all.  Her 

Know Before You Sew™ solution cards take common problems quilters encounter and provide easy-to-understand 

solutions.

Marci  spends  much  of  the  year traveling,  teaching classes  for  quilting  guilds  and  trade  shows,  as well as 

teaching in her workshop, Alicia’s Attic.  Enthusiasm and inspiration for quilting can be seen throughout her work.  

www.aliciasattic.com.  

Marci Baker

Frieda Anderson
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Best appliquéed Wall Quilt HQ
Donna Svoboda

Best Crazy Quilt
Gloria Bernadt

Best Pieced Wall Quilt, Large Size, MQ
Bonnie Haith

Best Vest and Jacket
Jenny Raymond

Winner of  Panhandle Award
Sydney Roosa
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Nebraska State Quilt Guild
2625 Rathbone Rd.
Lincoln, NE 68502

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Best Contemporary Quilt 
Dorothy Heideman-Nelson

Best Special Occasion Quilt, HQ
Bonnie Kucera Best Polka Dot Quilt 

(In memory of  Connie Strope) Basket Cases

Best  Pieced Quilt 11 or more fabrics, HQ
Mary Fredricks

Best Mixed Technique Wall Quilt, MQ
Peg Spradln

Second Best MQ using Decorative Threads
Marilyn Rembolt



2010 NSQG Membership Renewals Are Due! 
In order to receive your first newsletter of 2010, you must renew by 

December 1, 2009 
Please take time to put your membership renewal check and this form in the mail today! 

$20 check payable to NSQG 
 
Mail to Membership Chairperson:  

For Office Use Only: 
Date Posted:______________ 
Check date:_______________ 
Check amount: ____________ 
Check number:____________ 
Notes:___________________ 
_________________________ 

Darice Cecil – 2625 Rathbone Road, Lincoln, NE 68502 
 

  Renewal 
  New Member 
  Address Change 

 
PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE: 
   

Name 
   

Address 
   

City, State, Zip 
   

Home Phone    Work Phone 
   

County       E-mail 
 

Send NSQG newsletter by E-mail Link 
Send NSQG newsletter by mail      

 
 Member Information:  It takes many members to 

keep an organization working smoothly. Would you like 
to help? 

I am interested in serving as a: 
 

   ____Committee Chair     ____ Committee Member 
 
____ Auditing/Finance ____ Marketing 
____ Awards   ____ By-Laws & Policies 
____ Nominating  ____ Education 
____ Site Selection (QNE) ____ Historian  
____ Quilt Nebraska   ____ Library 
____ Website   ____ Threads Across NE 
____ Newsletter Review ____ Membership 
____ NE State Fair (white glove team) 
____ NE State Fair (hang/take-down quilts) 
 
 
Refer to page three of the Membership Roster for 
Committee Descriptions. 

 
This is your membership card for 2010. 
Please write your name on the line, cut  
out the card, and keep it in your wallet. 
 

 
 
 
 

is a member in good standing of the 
NEBRASKA STATE QUILT GUILD for 2010. 

 
 Sandy Hanson        Susan Weber    
  President President-Elect 


