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Two Wonderful Opportunities For 
NSQG To Fulfill Its Mission!

               “…to perpetuate the art of quilt making and its heritage...”

What does Nebraska mean to you? Are you familiar with the Homestead Act of  
1862? Have you ever gotten to tour the Governor’s Mansion? Do you doodle?  
Do you like to draw?  Do you create your own quilt top designs?  NSQG 
members are very gifted and talented. We have seen outstanding quilts at Quilt 
Nebraska’s Show and Tell, Threads Across Nebraska, local guild quilt shows, 
the Nebraska State Fair, the International Quilt Study Center and Museum and 
even with contest participants or winners on the National Level.

NSQG now needs your help....you have the opportunity to design and/or help 
with the creation of  two very special quilts.  One will be created and gifted to 
the Governor’s Mansion in Lincoln. The other quilt will be designed, created 
and gifted to the Heritage Center, Homestead National Monument of  America 
at Beatrice  in commemoration of  the 150th anniversary of  the signing of  the 
Homestead Act by President Abraham Lincoln.

Each of  these quilts will be on permanent display with special notation of  
NSQG’s sponsorship.  Please read the articles about these projects found 
on pages 4 and 5 for the specific details, design submission process and 
requirements, and ways in which you can take part in both of  these projects.  
Get your right brains working!  Your NSQG Board would like to see many 
designs come in for both these projects.  
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Deadline:
9/15/2011 

www.nps.gov/home 
www.nsqg.org 

Submitted by Susan Weber (President), Sandra Kosch (President-Elect) and 
Merikay Gengenbach (Past President)



 . . .    President’s Message   . . .
Greetings to Fellow NSQG Members and Friends,

How far back can you trace your quilting heritage?  I can go back four 
generations on my father’s side and three generations on my mother’s 
side.  There are not many quilting memories from my Grandmother Fanny 
Moxham of  Republic County, Kansas who came to the United States from 
Cornwall, England with her family as a young girl.  When my mom and my 
aunts were dividing household items after my grandparents’ deaths, they 
found quilting fabric and a pieced blue and white nursery size bow tie quilt. 
I was fortunate to receive that quilt top and had it quilted by my Dorchester 
United Methodist Quilting group which included my mother-in-law.  There 
is more information about my great-grandmother, however, and I’d like to 
share some of  those memories.

My memories come from my childhood years from about 4 to 9.  Winnie 
Etta Larkins Davis lived in Chester, Nebraska.  Winnie was born in 1868 
and died in 1957. What I remember about her was that she was rather short 
and thin….and that she was a quilter.  Information was shared with me over the 
years and I currently have pictures of  one of  her very special quilts and am 
the owner of  two others.  One is a very frayed and worn Double Wedding 
Ring Quilt that I purchased at the auction of  my grandfather, Lawrence 
Eickman. The other is a Drunkard’s Path Quilt in very good condition given 
to me by one of  the grandchildren when I visited her in Chattanooga, TN. 
In 1995 I wrote a book to share with family, Memories Edwin Davis Family 
using the following author nomenclature: Susan Jane Eickman Weber, 
daughter of  Warren William Eickman, granddaughter of  Margaret Elizabeth 
Davis Eickman, great-granddaughter of  Edwin and Winnie Etta Larkins 
Davis.  Copies were distributed to all living grandchildren of  Edwin and 
Winnie Etta. The primary focus was on The Davis Family Christmases, but 
in going back I found some details on my great-grandmother’s personality 
and quilting. The recurring bits of  information were her famous date roll, 
her quilts and quilting, her stern manner and her membership in the WCTU 
(Women’s Christian Temperance Union.)

One of  the grandchildren labeled Grandma Davis as one of  the original 
women’s libbers as she was very independent and always speaking her mind 
to the extent that she posted anti-alcohol signs in her yard much to the 
embarrassment of  her children and grandchildren.  Another labeled her as 
very strict. My uncle Don Eickman’s wife wrote at the time, “I remember 
Grandma Winnie well—she was a positive influence in her children’s lives.  
The things I remember most were all the quilts we had to choose from 
when Don and I got married. She had pieced enough quilt tops for all of  
her grandchildren—I’m just sorry that I used and washed mine and wore it 
out—do not even have a scrap of  it left – it’s too bad when we are young we 
do not realize the value of  things given to us by loved ones.  We even had 
a quilting bee at the Davis home with all the aunts and relatives to do the 
stitching for our quilt.” Several other of  the 60 grandchildren’s quilts were 
also “used up”.  My Aunt Ruth Eickman’s Dresden Plate Friendship Quilt, 
however, is in pristine condition and sits protected in a lovely glass enclosed 
quilt frame box in the basement of  the Chester United Methodist Church.  

Another of  the quilts met a very untimely destruction.  My mom and dad 
were married on March 8, 1945.  Mother remembers going to Grandma 
Davis’ to pick out her and dad’s quilt.  Mom picked a purple and yellow 
double wedding ring quilt.  One spring or summer when my sister Sarah was 
a baby, a storm came up. Mom headed to the storm/fruit cellar with Sarah 
inside the quilt propped into a fruit basket.  I would have been about 2 1⁄2 
and do not remember the event.  A rainstorm came up with much lightning.   
When the storm was over, Sarah was awake and in Mom’s arms.  She took us 
back to the house but left the fruit basket and quilt in the storm cellar which 
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www.nsqg.org
Visit our web site and keep current 

on the state guild’s  events
and news.



QNE INFO
Information on QuiltNebraska 2011 and 2012 
is now available on the NSQG website.  Go to 
the website for the most-up-to date informa-
tion: www.nsqg.org.  Take time today to make 
plans to attend.

NSQG Publicity Committee
When submitting articles for publicity release, please use the following format:  
For Release:
Your name
Your contact info
Then the body of  the release followed by your contact information again.  Your 
release needs to pertain to an event that is happening and benefiting your guild 
and not a single person or group of  people.

Submitted by LeAnne Killion, Publicity
4315 29th Pl., Kearney, NE 68845

A Stitch In Time.... Susan Weber

NSQG PRESIDENT

3

Nebraska State Quilt Guild
Newsletter / Advertising

We   invite  the  submission of   previously un-
published       documents       and        personal 
correspondence from our readers.  We reserve 
the right to publish, in whole or in part, any 
letters or submitted articles we receive.  While 
we cannot accept responsibility for unsolicited 
material, we would be happy to return it   to  its   
author   if   a stamped,   self-addressed envelope 
is included.

The NSQG newsletter is published six times 
a year.  Publication deadline is the 15th of  the 
months of    February,   April,  June,  August,  
October,  and December.    Articles  are due 
to the   editor   by   the   25th  of   the  previous 
publication month:  

        June 25th for August 15th Issue
        August 25th for October 15th Issue
        October 25th for December 15th Issue

The  editor  reserves the right to accept or reject 
advertising requests.  Ads must be quilt related.  
Advertising  must be submitted by  the 20th 
of  each    previous   publication     month,    i.e.  
February 20th  for  the  April  publication:  

        June 20th for August 15th Issue
        August 20th for October 15th Issue
        October 20th for December 15th Issue

Camera ready ads  must  be either jpegs, tiffs, 
or psd (Photoshop)  files.  If  you  don’t  have  
a camera ready ad, please contact the editor to 
contract an ad design.   Check with the editor for 
ad rates and sizes available.  Ads are placed on a   
space  available basis.     All    ads    must    be pre-
paid.  Please make your check payable to NSQG.     
Mail payment with ad materials to the Editor.

Betz McMahon      Newsletter Editor NSQG
PO Box 865                         Wisner, NE 68791          
402-529-3543                betzmc@cableone.net
                                     

was a ways from the house in the yard. Lightning struck again.  All the batteries 
(providing electricity to the farm) were stored in that storm cellar.  Somehow, 
all the batteries exploded, and the quilt was literally eaten up.  I have told you in 
a column previous to this that my mom does not attach herself  sentimentally 
to “things.”  She still regrets the loss of  that quilt, however. 

The most unusual quilt my Grandmother Winnie Etta Davis did was a Flower 
Basket Quilt given to Neal and Donna Eickman for their wedding present in 
1950.  This is the only quilt I have seen using this particular flower basket. If  
any of  you know more on the history of  this pattern, I would be very happy to 
get more information.  I would even buy you a raffle ticket for the NSQG raffle 
quilt!  The blocks are 5” X 6”. There is white rick rack all around the actual 
flower baskets attached to the basket by black French knots on the rickrack. 
The baskets are sashed with strips of  
pink, a light small print , and again, 
pink. Corner squares are a small pink 
square in the middle of  a green fabric.  
The quilt was in “mint” condition 
when I first 
researched 
it in 1996.  
I have 
“visited” this 
quilt upon 
o c c a s i o n 
and it just 
reaches out 
to my own 
q u i l t i n g 
“soul.”  
What a legacy my Great-grandmother Davis 
left her children, grandchildren, great-

grandchildren and now 
her great-great grandchildren! Perhaps she, like me or 
many of  you, used quilting as a form of  dealing with 
the daily stressors or as an aid to good mental health in 
dealing with the darker sides of  our lives.

To date 4,200 raffle tickets have been sold.  Raffle tickets and Note card packets 
are still available.  The price for a packet of  ten note cards is $9.  The response 
has been terrific!  So, if  you haven’t purchased tickets or cards, don’t wait too long!  
Vicky Skuodas can be reached at 431 E 11th St., Crete, NE 68333, 402-826-5008, 
gs20937@windstream.net.  The quilt will be shown at the Omaha Quilt Guild Show 
June 23-25, in Seward for the 4th of  July and in Alliance for July 8-9, 2011.  

Submitted by Vicky Skuodas, 2011 Quilt Mom

Raffle Quilt 2011
“Stars Across Nebraska” Quilt 

BOARD MINUTES
Guild members should check the NSQG web 
site for the current and past board minutes 
at www.nsqg.org or contact NSQG Secretary 
LeeAnn Meduna at meduna@gtmc.net for 
additional information.

Flower Basket Quilt by Winnie Etta 
Larkins Davis prior to 1950,

great-grandmother of  Susan Weber, 
given to Neal & Donna Eichman of  

Chester, NE for a wedding gift.



Quilt Designer Sought for “IMAGES OF HOMESTEADING” to 
commemorate the 150th Anniversary of  the Homestead Act of  1862

On February 14, 2011, Sandra Kosch and Susan Weber made a road trip to visit with National Park Service Ranger, Susan Cook, 
in Beatrice at the Heritage Center of  The Homestead National Monument of  America.  Sandy and Susan met at the invitation 
of  the National Park Service with the request of  NSQG sponsorship of  a future quilt to be placed on permanent display. 

The Homestead Act of  1862 included 30 states, 270 million acres of  land with any U.S. citizen qualifying for free land.  This 
included women and freed slaves as owners.  President Lincoln signed the Homestead Act of  1862 which went into effect on 
January 1, 1863.  The quilt will be displayed in conjunction with the exhibit of  the original document of  the Homestead Act on 
loan from the National Archives. The exhibit will open on April 25, 2012 with the Kick-off  event to be held on May 20, 2012.  
Following the departure of  the document, NSQG members will spend June and part of  July, 2012 quilting the top which will be 
displayed at QuiltNebraska 2012 in LaVista, Nebraska.  The quilt will then be returned to the National Homestead Monument 
in Beatrice for permanent display noting NSQG’s participation.  It is anticipated that over 5,000 people from all over the world 
will visit the Homestead National Monument during the events tied to the 150th anniversary of  the Homestead Act.  Park Ranger 
Susan Cook is very excited about this joint project which will bring quilts and quilting demonstrations to the Heritage Center.  
Your NSQG Board is proud to have this venue to expand the mission of  our organization with this exciting event to be held in 
Nebraska.  This celebration will receive national press coverage.  

At the April 9th board meeting, a proposal 
was voted on favorably to sponsor this 
quilt project. Generous funds given 
out of  Frieda Weber memorial monies 
from Susan Weber’s late husband, 
Marvin, will sponsor the quilt top fabric 
supplies.   It is hoped that hand quilting 
will be done by many NSQG members 
from across Nebraska at the Heritage 
Center in Beatrice following the display 
commemorating the 150th anniversary.

To be fair to the entire NSQG 
membership, a submission of  quilt 
designs open to all NSQG members was 
determined.  The Friends of  the National 
Homestead Monument or Advisory 
Board will determine the winning design. 
Please consider submitting a design for 
this wonderful quilt.  
Send submissions to:  Susan J. Weber, 
NSQG President for 2011, P.O. Box 344, 
Milford, NE 68405.  Direct questions 
to Susan at above address or:  Home: 
402-761-2140 Cell: 402-641-4675,  
susanjweber4@yahoo.com.
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Submitted by Pat Varner, QNE 2012 Chair

SAVE THE DATE
   Quilt Magick

      QuiltNebraska 2012
      July 26-29, 2012

Omaha-LaVista Conference Ctr
LaVista, Nebraska

www.QuiltNE2012.org
Looking for “school” volunteers -

contact Headmistriss@QuiltNE2012.org.

Submitted by National Park Service 
Ranger Susan Cook

Quilt Design Contest
�Images of Homesteading�

Commemorating the 150th Anniversary of 
the Homestead Act in 2012 

REQUIREMENTS 
�� Designer must be member of NE State Quilt Guild 
�� Quilt  Size: 50� wide x 70� long (to be hung vertically) 
�� The Words �Homestead Act of 1862� must appear in the design 
�� Colors:  Designer Choice 
�� Colored Design with minimum size of 8.5�  x 11� 
�� Designer will be part of an ad hoc committee of NSQG members to construct quilt top between 

November 1, 2011 and April 15, 2012 
�� Hard copy submission required 
�� Deadline:  September 15, 2011 
�� Designer will draft pattern and instructions for quilt top 
�� Brief written summary of quilt design meanings (what and why) 
�� Chosen designer surrenders any copyright/publication rights of said design to Heritage Center 

at Homestead National Monument of America in Beatrice
�� Contact Information for NSQG membership:  www.nsqg.org (membership) 
�� Contact Information for Homestead National Monument, Park Ranger Susan Cook 402-223-

3514 or susan_cook@nps.gov.  Designer must be member of NE State Quilt Guild 

Joint Partnership with the Nebraska State Quilt 
Guild and National Park Service,

Homestead National Monument of America 

Be a part of  history!   

Create a design that 
will become part of  

America�s Treasures 
at  

Homestead National 
Monument of  America 



NSQG 2012 OFFICERS NOMINATIONS
The members of  the Nominating Committee for 2011 are Susan Weber -Milford, Shirley Spence - Stanton, Cynthia Scheinost - 
Scottsbluff, Connie Olson - Grand Island and Sandra Kosch - Shelby.  They are pleased to present the following nominations:

  President Elect:  Alice Cruz, Omaha    Secretary:  Debbie Krugman, Grand Island     Region I: Kay Grimminger, Grand Island
                      Region II:  LaVonne Dunetts, Omaha                         Region III:  Shirley LaVene, Loomis    
Continuing Board Members are:
  President:  Sandra Kosch, Shelby         Treasurer:  Patty Young, Grand Island              District I Rep:  Gloria Bernadt, Hebron
  District II Rep:  Laura Franchini, Wisner    District III Rep:  Esther Kleinkauf, North Platte   Advisor:  Susan Weber, Milford

Submitted by Sandra K. Kosch, 2011 NSQG President-Elect
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GOVERNOR’S MANSION QUILT
On February 8, 2011 Merikay Gengenbach and Sandra Kosch had the exciting opportunity to tour the Governor’s Mansion and 
visit with Sally Ganem, the First Lady of  Nebraska.  They visited about a future gift quilt which could be on permanent display 
in the Governor’s Mansion.  An area was shown that could display the future quilt.  

A proposal for this quilt design and construction was voted favorably by the NSQG Board at the April 9th, 2011 Board meeting.  
WHAT AN HONOR FOR NSQG!  After considerable thought, to be fair to the entire NSQG membership, a submission 
of  a quilt design open to all NSQG members was determined.  Below are the requirements and deadline for the submission 
of  the Governor’s Mansion Quilt.  NSQG has many gifted and talented members.  Please consider submitting a design for this 
wonderful quilt.

DESIGN SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS:
•  Designer must be a current member of  Nebraska State Quilt Guild
•  Theme:  Nebraska
•  Quilt Size: 65” x 65”
•  Colors:  Designer’s Choice
•  Colored design with a minimum size of  8.5” x 11”
•  The quilt design will be selected by the Governor’s Mansion’s 
    Residence Commission
•  The Designer will be responsible for providing the instructions and 
    patterns for their quilt design, if  requested to do so
•  Designer may (but not required to be) be part of  the quilt top construction
•  Designer may (but not required to be) be part of  the quilting of  the quilt 
   (machine/hand quilted)
•  Timeline for this project to be determined by the Governor’s Mansion’s 
    Residence Commission
•  Hard Copy Submission Required
•  A brief  statement by the Designer explaining why they created it and what 
   their quilt design means
•  Chosen Designer surrenders any copyright/publication rights of  said 
   design to the Governor’s Mansion of  the State of  Nebraska in Lincoln
•  Deadline: September 15, 2011

Send submissions to Sandra K. Kosch, NSQG President-Elect 2011, 355 S. Walnut St., Shelby, NE 68662.  Direct questions to 
Sandra at above address or bk03935@windstream.net, 402-52-5676. 

 

Submitted by Merikay Gengenbach and Sandra K. Kosch

PRESIDENT WEBER TO SPEAK AT GENEALOGY & HISTORY CONFERENCE IN ALLIANCE ON JULY 8-9
Genealogists, students of  history, and even quilters will find items of  interest in the presentations to be held at the Genealogy 
and History Conference sponsored by the Knight Museum and Sandhills Center, Sallows Military Museum, and Heritage 
Seekers. “Remembering The Civil War…150 Years Later” will be held on July 8-9 in Alliance at the Knight Museum and 
Sandhills Center.  Among the eleven speakers will be NSQG President, Susan Weber of  Milford, NE.  Susan is a 4th generation 
quilter and a founding mother of  Nebraska State Quilt Guild.  She helped Jan Stehlik co-chair the first Quilt History Day at 
Dorchester in conjunction with the Nebraska Quilt Preservation Project and has a special interest in quilt history and quilt 
preservation. At one point in time, Susan and Jan felt they had to rescue every quilt which would appear at auction or farm 
sales in Saline and Seward County.  Her lecture will be given on Friday evening and again early on Saturday afternoon.  The 
presentation and discussion will be about handmade quilts of  the Civil War era, the makers of  some of  those quilts, and modern 
civil war reproduction fabrics.  During the two day Civil War Conference there will be a special display of  antique quilts hosted 
by the Knight Museum and Sandhills Center. A variety of  vintage style fabrics and Civil War patterned fabrics will be on display. 
For more information on how to attend any or all of  this event, call 308-762-2384 and request Cheri Hopkins. You can also visit 
museum@cityofalliance.net. Submitted by Susan Weber, NSQG President 2011



ARAPAHOE
Wagner’s Quilts & Conversation

New Location!! (2 1/2 blocks E of  Subway)
404 Chestnut

Arapahoe, NE 68922
308-962-8458

www.wagnersquiltsandconversation.com
wagnersquilts@live.com
Mon-Fri 9 - 6; Sat 9 - 4

FULLERTON
Calico Annie’s Quilt Shop
210 Broadway - PO Box 661

Fullerton, NE 68638
308-536-2925

www.calicoanniesquiltshop.com
calicoannie@qwestoffice.net
Mon-Fri: 9 - 5; Sat: 9 - Noon

CAMBRIDGE
Cottage Inspirations

710 Nasby St.
Cambridge, NE 69022

308-697-4000
www.cottageinspirations.com

cottage@cottageinspirations.com
Tues-Fri 11 - 5:30; Sat 10 - 4

Quilt Shops & Related Businesses

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

HEMINGFORD
Pat’s Creative

7355 Gage Road
Hemingford, NE 69348

308-487-3999
www.patscreative.com

fabricfun@bbc.net
Mon-Fri 10 - 5; Sat 10 - 4

Quilting Cottons, Flannels, Batiks, 
Notions, Books, Buttons, Patterns

HOLDREGE
Quilter’s Delight

323 West Ave.
Holdrege, NE 68949

308-995-2728
www.quiltersdelight-nebraska.blogspot.com

quilter@atcjet.net
Mon-Wed & Fri 9:30 - 5:30;

Thurs till 7; Sat till 4

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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PAWNEE CITY
Heavenly Treasures, Inc.

700 9th St.
Pawnee City, NE 68420

402-852-2270
www.heavenlytreasurespc.com

heavenly4125@yahoo.com
Mon - Fri 10 - 5, Sat 10 - 3

PETERSBURG
The Roost - Quilt Retreat Center

1348 Beaver Valley Road
Petersburg, NE 68652

402-386-5558
mbwag@gpcom.net
Available for groups 
January to October

YORK
The Quilt Basket
718 Lincoln Ave.
York, NE 68467

402-362-5737
www.thequiltbasket-york.com
info@thequiltbasket-york.com

Mon-Fri 9:30 - 5:30;
Thurs till 7; Sat 9:30 - 3

Great Fabrics, Kits and Notions
ADVERTISING OPPORTUNITY

Your  shop  can  run  an ad listing, such  as  these,  for   $35 per  year.  Contact   the    NSQG   Newsletter 
Editor, Betz McMahon at 402-529-3543 or betzmc@cableone.net to add your shop to these listings.

Check out  IQSCM upcoming events at www.quiltstudy.org/visit_us/events.
Location: 1523 North 33rd St, Lincoln, Nebraska.  Hours:  Tuesday - Saturday 10 - 4 pm, Sunday 1 - 4 pm.  402-472-6549

A listing of  IQSCM’s events:

 April 8 - October 2, Exhibition Showcases Nebraska Quilts and Quiltmakers.   Exhibit features quilts from the award  
 winning book of  the same title - Curator Carolyn Ducey.
 May 28 - January 8, 2012, Elegant Geometry: American & British Mosaic Patchwork Exhibition.  Bridget Long,  
 British quilt historian, curates an in-depth look at the international variety of  intricately cut and constructed quilts   
 based on paper templates pieced textiles. 
 June 26, 2:00, Public Lecture: Bridget Long - Guest Curator of  Elegant Geometry. 
 June 28, Noon, Tuesday Talk: Quilt Documentation Projects: Capturing the Records of  Identity and Community. 
 July 26, Noon, Tuesday Talk: Dedicated to Documenting:  The Nebraska Quilt Project Committee. 
 August 7, 2:00, Public Lecture: “Grace Snyder: A Life in Extraordinary Stitches”  
 August 13, 10 - 4, Workshop: “American Girls Discover Nebraska Quilts & Quiltmakers” 
 August 14, 1:15 - 4, Quilt Identification Day, reservations needed, please call 402-472-6549.  
 August 23, Noon, Tuesday Talk: “Chinese Mosaic Patchwork”. 
 September 18, 2:00, Public Lecture: “Nebraska Quilts & Quiltmakers” 
  September 27, Noon, Tuesday Talk: “Planning and Designing the Exhibition Yvonne Wells: Quilted Messages” 
 October 25, Noon, Tuesday Talk: “The Art & Science of  Patchwork Tessellations”
Details on these events can be found on IQSCM’s online event calendar at the website listed above.   More Public tours have 
been added due to the interest and commitment of  our wonderful volunteers.  Public tours of  the exhibition each day Tuesday-
Saturday at 11:00am and Saturday at 1:00 pm.   The museum is offering scheduled tours for small groups who will be taken into 
the care and conversation laboratory for a close up look at rare textiles and to learn about quilt care, guided by a museum curator.  
Check the website for more details about these tours.



Quilting Events
June 14 -July 22, 2011 
“Patriotic Quilts and Quilts of  Valor” in the Classroom 
Gallery of  the Bernina Sewing Studio, 1501 Pine Lake Road, 
Ste 12, Lincoln, 402-423-3108, during store hours.  Free,  open 
to the public. Contact Bernina Sewing Studio 402-261-6407.

August 11 - September 29, 2011
“The Fourth Annual Exhibit From Harmonics” a small 
fabric arts group including Judy Lane, Lois Wilson, Zita 
Schneider, Marty Eischeid and Margrethe Ahlschwede, in the 
Classroom Gallery of  the Bernina Sewing Studio, 1501 Pine 
Lake Road, Suite 12, Lincoln, 402-423-3108, during store 
hours.  Free and open to the public. Contact Bernina Sewing 
Studio 402-261-6407. 

July 15 - 17, 2011
The Panhandle Quilt Guild and the Oregon Trail Days 
Association will be co-hosting their Annual Oregon Trail 
Days Quilt Show from Noon to 5 pm each day at Gering 
Zion Church, 1100 “0” St., Gering, NE.   The theme is “Down 
Memory Lane: 1991-2011” to commemorate the Panhandle 
Quilt Guild’s 20th anniversary.   125 - 150 quilts. Silent  Auc-
tion,   Viewers  Choice  Award,  Challenge category featuring 
wall hangings based on quilt blocks that  have been featured 
from each fives years of  the guild’s history.  Free, Handicapped 
Accessible.  

July 22 - 24, 2011
Calling All Quilters:  Entries are requested for the 9th annual 
“Pieces of  the Good Life” quilt show, which will take place dur-
ing the Tilden Prairie Days celebration on July 22 - 24, 2011.  
For information on entering, please contact Mary Rautenberg 

at 402-368-2231.   Whether it’s one you create yourself,  a family heirloom you cherish, or a cozy quilt you curl up with, share your love of  
quilting with others at this year’s quilt show. 

September 17 - 18, 2011
Heritage Needlework Guild Annual Quilt show will be held at the Bethel United Church of  Christ with the featured quilter being 
Shelly Burge.  There will be a Raffle Quilt, Silent Auction, Mini Raffle, New and Antique Quilts.  The church is located at 2400 Central Ave. 
Nebraska City, NE.  The hours are September 17th 9-5 and September 18th 10-4.  If  you have any questions, please contact Donna Stratker, 
448 South 62 Road, Nebraska City, Nebraska 68410, 402-873-4584, dstratker@windstream.net.  

October 21 - 22, 2011
Quilt Your Way To The Stars will be presented by the Cottonwood Quilters.  Our 2011 show will once again be held at Bethany Lutheran 
Church, 4200 North 204th St. in Elkhorn, Nebraska.  The hours are Friday 9-8 pm and Saturday 9-5 pm.  This year’s featured quilter is 
Suzanne Earnest of  Elkhorn.  Approximately 300 quilts and fabric art works will be on display.  Other features include:  Raffle Quilt, Silent 
Auction, Vendors, Mini-Raffle, Scissor Sharpening, Country Kitchen and Demonstrations.  Admission is Adults - $6, Seniors - $5, Children 6-
12  - $1 and 5 and Under is free.  Plenty of  free parking.  Handicap Accessible.  For additional information contact either Cheryl Christensen, 
402-431-9293, cheryl.cc@cox.net or Kevin Currin, 402-431-9293, kevincurrin@cox.net or visit our website at www.cottonwoodquilters.org.  

October 11 - 13, 2011
Fiber Arts In Bloom Quilt Show At Lauritzen Gardens  With the weather turning warm, most of  us are spending time in our gardens 
– the perfect place to get inspiration for a Botanical Quilt entry in the 2011 Lauritzen Garden Quilt exhibit.  The quilt show will be in 
conjunction with the fabulous annual indoor mum show. The theme of  your quilt must be BOTANICAL.  This is a broad category that 
will include florals, landscapes, wildlife if  in a botanical setting, trees, leaves, mountains, seascapes etc. If  in doubt, enter it anyway. Any 
technique, hand or machine, old or new. Sizes from mini to queen.   All submissions must be received online by October 1, 2011.  Volunteers 
will receive free admission to the show and the entire garden the day they volunteer.  You may offer your quilt for sale; a 25% commission fee will apply.  
This is a great opportunity for you to show off  your skills as well as generate income for more fabric!  There were a lot of  requests from 
attendees last year wanting to purchase finished products.  We sold over 40 quilts! We are planning on greatly increasing our consignment 
space to meet this demand.  Consignment space will be available for any type of  high quality fiber art with a minimum sale value of  
$40.00. A 25% consignment fee will be paid to Lauritzen Gardens on each item sold. Consignment items do not have to be botanical.  In 
addition to the quilts sold last year, there were a lot of  requests for seasonal items –table runners, wall hangings, tree skirts, etc.  Use your 
imagination, have fun – we would love to help you turn your talents into profits!  The Lauritzen Garden Guild reserves the right to refuse 
items.  USE YOUR BEST FABRICS AND BEST WORKMANSHIP.   Questions? Anne@fiberartsinbloom@gmail.com or  Lauritzen 
Gardens: 402-346-4002 EX. 221.  More information will be in the August newsletter. 7



TO PROTECT & PRESERVE YOUR QUILT 

REGION III QUILT GATHERING
The 2011 Region Quilt Gathering was held on April 30th in Ogallala at the Senior Center.  
Louisa Renchen presented a lecture on her recent travels to India with Jinny Beyer.  She 
shared her wonderful pictures, mementos, and some great advice on color.  Lori Baker 
presented a trunk show of  quilts and speciality garments.  Refreshments were served to the 
23 people who attended the gathering.

“Caring for Family Quilts in the Home” is an informative publi-
cation from the International Quilt Study Center & Museum.  It 
is written by Dr. Patricia Crews, Professor and Director, IQSCM, 
and Shirley Niemeyer, UNL Extension Specialist.  The brochure 
contains all the latest research about how to care for your treasured 
family textiles.  Here’s a link to the museum’s website to download 
your personal copy: http://www.quiltstudy.org/file_download/
ba857f5c-63bd-48f2-b3ea-4bd98f57b0be.  Do you subscribe to the 
“Quilt of  the Month?”  Here is a link to the museum’s website to 
receive monthly emails that focus on a specific quilt each month:  
http://www.quiltstudy.org/collections/quilt_of_the_month/quilt_
of_the_month.html.
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Submitted by Sheila Green

Submitted by Pam Thomas, NSQG Region III Representative

Louisa Renchen shares 
her hand piecing project 
from her trip to India 

with Jinny Beyer.

Lori Baker shares some 
of  her specialty garments.



QNE 2011 FANTASTICA - A MAGICAL TIME 
Hi Everyone!  I hope that everyone is getting ready for a Magical time at Quilt Fantastica in just a 
few weeks.  I do hope that you all enjoyed your registration books, have picked out and signed up 
for your favorite classes with your chosen instructors.  Some of  you may even have your postcards 
in hand letting you know which classes you are taking at QNE2011.  Remember you have until June 
20th to get your registrations in to us.

As you can tell we are trying different things this year to broaden our quilting horizons at “Quilt 
Fantastica”.  I look forward to seeing all of  the challenge quilts with each member’s interpretation of  
fans/fan inclusion using the Quilt Fantastica fat quarters.  Some fat quarters are still available if  you 
want to quick get a challenge quilt done.  I am also looking forward to seeing, displaying and giving to Quilts of  Valor 
our Quilts of  Valor Charity Challenge Quilts.  Our wounded soldiers all appreciate receiving a “Quilt of  Valor” quilt.

If  you are interested in volunteering for QNE2011 please let me know.  One volunteer position that we do need volunteers for 
is our “Instructor Hostesses”.  I need a Hostess for each of  our national and state Instructors.  Please let me know if  you would 
be interested!!  See you soon at Quilt Fantastica!

9Submitted by Susan Weber, NSQG President 2011

Submitted by Sue Tillemans, QNE2011 Chair

WOW!!! COST OF  QNE HAS GONE UP

In filling out your registration forms for 
QuiltNebraska, you more than likely noticed 
an increase in cost compared to last year.  
Questions regarding this have come to 
the board’s attention and a few words of  
explanation are in order.  
• Friday thru Sunday cost of  all meals is 
             $150.  Breakfast this year are not  
 included in the lodging/room costs as  
 they were last year in North Platte.
• Cost for the Classes (instructors and   
 rooms) and all other miscellaneous 
 costs are $130 when choosing the Full  
 Package.
• QNE 2011 is bringing more national  
 teachers/instructors.
• Registration Booklet was not sent         
             through snail mail in 2010…and   
 was done for 2011 due to popular  

                    demand & after careful consideration 
          by the NSQG Board.
• Some debt has incurred after a few past conventions causing the board to use NSQG reserve funds to cover 

the additional costs.  The board was mindful of  this when looking at the proposed budget for QNE 2011.
• The hotels have a liability policy in case QuiltNebraska cancels out on the contract.  For 2011, this amount 

was over $70,000 which would use a substantial portion of  the NSQG reserves.
• This year’s QNE committee wanted to a new approach on several levels.
• Contracts for national teachers need to be written at least two year’s out. The committee is locked into the 

contract figures when developing their budget to present to the board.
• Because the committees for QNE change from year to year, the plans and activities for QNE also change 

from year to year which is reflected in the budget.
You may ask why a person who registers has to take the food plan.  Part of  the hotel contract is that the convention 
attendees take the food package which includes food, tax, tip, and facility costs.   The NSQG Board and QNE2011 
Committee hope to see you in Kearney.  The Board will continue to reflect on QNE and the opportunities it 
brings to NSQG members.  Your input is always welcome and can be directed to Susan Weber, NSQG President at 
susanjweber4@yahoo.com.  Thank you for your consideration and reflection on the above.

(voice mail)
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NSQG 2010 Annual Meeting - July 25, 2010, Sandhills Convention Ctr., North Platte, NE
Sandy Hanson, 2010 President, called the meeting to order at 8:37AM CDT.

Secretary’s Report:  Minutes of  the 2009 annual meeting, held July 26, 2009, were published in the June 2010 NSQG newsletter on pages 8 and 9.  2010 
Board members and committee chairs present were asked to sign in.

Treasurer’s Report: See handout.  Mary Kleppinger presented the 2009 year end report previously printed in the April 2010 newsletter.  Total income -- 
$35,867.59.  Total expenses -- $53,375.39.    Total checking and savings account -- $72,968.15.  Total liabilities -- $133,263.50.  (Liabilities are what would be 
owed if  the 2010, 2011 and 2012 conventions had to be cancelled and if  the 2010 and 2011 Threads had to be cancelled.)

District Directors’ Reports
District I :  See handout.  Sharon Clark and Connie Phillips are planning a Quilt Gathering October 9, 2010, in Auburn at 902 Central Ave. with Katy 
Coleman as the featured speaker.  All attendees are asked to bring their favorite quilt to share.

District II : No report

District III : Pam Thomas reports a Quilt Gathering will be held in McCook on September 25, 2010.  This is during their Heritage Days celebration.  There 
will be a quilt display at the Norris Home, a quilt show in the Wrightstone Building, a trunk show by Amanda Benz in the Weeth Theater, and a presentation 
by Diane Sorenson on quilt preservation and storage in the home and museum.

Awards : See handout.  Pat Varner reported the following awards:  Golden Thread – Janice Lippincott; Silver Thread – Connie Olson, and Louisa Renchen;  
Radiant Star – Marie Clark, Merikay Gengenbach, Sheilia Green, The Lincoln Quilters Guild, Emily Snide, and Katie Wilson;  Friendship Star – Carol Brandl, 
LeAnn Frobom, Fay Kilewer, Shirley Lavene, and Barb Hinrichs.  The 2010 Awards review committee consisted of  Debbie Krugman, Kay Grimminger, 
Elaine Martin, Bonnie Miller, Dianne Thomas, Gayle Rojas, Sydney Roosa, and Esther Kleinhauf.  

By-Laws and Policies – No report.

Education – See handout.  Sheila Green reports that Discover Nebraska presentations have been given in Blair, North Platte, Wahoo, Seward, Albion, 
Ogallala, Bartlett, Rushville and Gordon.  The Lincoln group presented Discover Nebraska in 44 schools (2,700 children) in Lincoln and the surrounding 
area.  They also offer presentations at the IQSCM.  Sheila reports that her goal is to continue training individuals and guilds to start presentations in their 
communities.  She has information that can be lent to all and complete packets of  information to get started.

Historian – See handout.  Jean Ford reports that she has gathered the scrapbooks from around the state and had them available at QNE 2010.  She put the 
photo album and the clippings together in a single collection for each year.   The CD’s for each year (since 1999) are attached to each year’s book.  After 25 
years the collection of  materials is quite large.  In the immediate future the Board will be considering options for storage of  these items.

Library – See handout.  Jan Hibbs reports that “A Baker’s Dozen” was distributed to all 290 public libraries in Nebraska.  The cost of  the book was $2,752.86.   
Printing, postage, and supplies were $810.99 for a total of  $3,563.85 which was under budget.   
Membership – See handout.  Membership numbers are 594 as of  July 2010.   Darice Cecil challenged each district to come up with the most new members 
for next year.

Newsletter – See handout.  Darice Cecil reports that 351 June newsletters were sent through the mail and 206 were sent a link via email.  She reminded 
members that the email version is in color.  

Raffle Quilt 2010 – See handout.  Arabesque, created by Mary Sue Suit and quilted by Judy Woodworth was won by Mary Johnson of  Pleasanton, NE.  3,760 
tickets were sold after being shown at 3 quilt shows, 16 quilt shops, 6 Quilt Guild meetings, and 9 other special events.  

Raffle Quilt 2011 – Stars Across Nebraska…And Beyond, created by Jan Stehlik and Bonnie Kucera, was machine quilted by Rich O’Hare.  Tickets are on 
sale now and arrangements can be made to display this quilt at an event or function.  Please contact Vicki Skuodas, Quilt Mom, at  431 E 11 St, Crete NE 
68333, or gs20937@windstream.net for more information.

QNE Site Selection – No report

Nebraska State Fair – See handout.  Angela McLean and Linda Hough report that they will be hanging the quilts on Aug 26th.  The Lincoln Quilters Guild 
is loaning their hangers to use.  Jan Sittler, white glove chairman, reports that she is close to having enough white glove volunteers.

Threads – See handout.  The 2009 Threads Across Nebraska has 1,207 paid admissions and 36 vendors at the show.  174 quilts were shown representing 
35 guilds across the state.  $4,600 profit was made.  Threads will be in the Midtown Holiday Inn in Grand Island this year and then in Kearney the next 3 
years.

Surfin’ Stitchers – See handout.  Linda Glisson reports there are currently 222 members. 

Website – No report.

Quilt Nebraska 2010 – Fay Kliewer, Shirley Lavene, and Barb Hinrichs reported that there were 238 full registrations, 15 one day registrations, and 78 at 
Quilt History Day.  They thanked their many committee chairs for all their hard work.  Since it was the 25th anniversary of  QNE, the scrapbooks of  pictures 
from previous conventions were on display along with a tote bag from each year of  the convention.

Nomination and Election of  2011 Officers – See handout.  Members of  the nomination committee were Susan Weber, Bonnie Kucera, Dianne Thomas, 
LeeAnn Meduna, and Esther Kleinkauf.  Nominees are: President-elect: Sandra Kosch, Shelby, NE, Treasurer: Patty Young, Grand Island, NE, District 
I Director: Gloria Bernadt, Hebron, NE, District II Director: Laura Franchini, Wisner, NE, District III Director: Esther Kleinkauf, North Platte, NE.  
Continuing Board Members:  President: Susan Weber, Milford, NE, Secretary: LeeAnn Meduna, Wilcox, NE, District I Director: Sharon Clark, Auburn, NE, 
District II Director: : Jocelynn Gray, Bellevue, NE, District III Director: Pam Thomas, Kearney, NE, Advisor:  Sandy Hanson, Scottsbluff, NE.  Carol Kusek 
made a motion and Dee Acklie seconded that the slate of  officers nominated be elected for 2011.  Motion carried.

New Business – See handout.  This year the president elect was the head of  a committee to develop a new policy regarding a new standing committee, the 
Publicity Committee.  The members were: Susan Weber, LeAnne Killion, Pat Varner, Sandy Hanson, and Fay Kliewer.  The proposal reads as follows: The 
Publicity Committee will help publicize NSQG and its sponsored events maintaining contacts in the following areas: newspaper, radio, TV, guilds, list serves, 
websites and other appropriate venues.  Each NSQG event committee will handle publicity as well as coordinate efforts with the Publicity Committee.  The 
Publicity Committee should include, but is not limited to: the current president, an appointed Publicity Committee chair as well as a current member of  Quilt 



Threads Across Nebraska 2011
I have sent out requests to the quilt guilds for which I had contact information.  If  your 
guild has not received a request form, please let me know and we will get that handled.  
The brochures and posters are ready and now I need everyone’s help in getting out the 
word about Threads Across Nebraska.  If  you have a quilt show coming up please let me 
know and I will get brochures to you.  Posters can be hung in grocery stores, libraries, 

and various other places.  Think about where you would like to hang some posters and please help publicizes our event by tak-
ing posters to the state convention in Kearney.  If  you have questions, you can reach me at LeAnne Killion, 4315 29th Ave. Pl., 
Kearney, NE 68845 or llkillion@gmail.com.  Thanks for helping make Threads Across Nebraska 2011 the best show yet!

Nebraska State Fair News
August 26th through September 5, 2011 in Grand Island, 
NE.  Join with quilt makers across the state for the 2011 
Nebraska State Fair.
  •  90 different classes and special contests in Quilting
  • Kit/Block-of-the-Month classes now available in all areas
  • New opportunities for wearable art, mixed media and 
     “other items” in the Textile Department (previously 
     known as the Needlework Department)
  • Drop-off/return sites in Lincoln and North Platte 
     available to facilitate transportation of  entries

Entry books should be online by May 1.  Deadline for 
entry is August 10.  See Nebraska State Fair website for 
details: www.statefair.org.

You may now view The Engineer Who Could: The Quiltmaking of  Ernest B. Haight, a Lincoln Quilter’s Guild 
sponsored talk presented  by LQG Scholarship winner Jonathan Gregory. Go to the International Quilt Study Center 
& Museum’s site through the following link and then follow instructions. (http://www.quiltstudy.org/connections/
podcasts1.html. You many also subscribe to all IQSCM podcasts via iTunes U at http://itunes.apple.com/itunes-u/
international-quilt-study/id378957678#ls=1.

Haight, a former LQG member, graduated from the University of  Nebraska in 1924 with 
a degree in agricultural engineering and farmed the land his grandparents homesteaded in 
Butler County. He made an estimated 300 quilts between 1935 and 1985. He approached 
quiltmaking like one of  his favorite hobbies, creating and solving puzzles. His engineer’s 
approach to problem solving and efficient processes resulted in precise and complex 
patterned quilts made in relatively short amounts of  time.

To view the talk, follow the link above. You may view it most easily by downloading a 
free copy of  iTunes software and then subscribing to the podcasts at the link above. The 
Gregory lecture and many other past and future IQSCM programs automatically will be 
added to your personal video library. 

Haight’s quilt Patio Tile will be in the IQSCM’s next exhibition, Nebraska Quilts and Quiltmakers, 
April 8 to October 2, 2011, along with his original hand drawn block pattern, 
cardboard templates, and a sample block. The IQSCM exhibition The Engineer 
Who Could: Ernest Haight’s Half-Century of  Quiltmaking, containing rarely seen 
Haight quilts, will open in July 2013. 

The Engineer Who Could:  The Quiltmaking of  Ernest B. Haight
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Nebraska, Threads Across Nebraska, Membership committee, and NSQG website committee.  This policy was over viewed at the June board meeting and 
approved.  This committee will be added in 2011 becoming a standing committee for Policies and Procedures.

Quilt Nebraska 2011 – Sue Tillemans announced that the theme for next year was Fantastica.  The challenge is to include a fan block and challenge fabric 
was made available. Penny Jensen was named as treasurer.  A fan quilt was made and shown at the meeting and it was announced that a drawing will be 
made from the registrants of  full packages for that quilt.  The winner of  the quilt will be drawn at the banquet on Saturday night and the winner needs to be 
present to win.   She challenged attendees to bring a new face to QNE and receive a prize.  8 national teachers have been signed up and their names, while 
not available now, will be posted on the NSQG website.  

The meeting was adjourned by Sandy Hanson at 9:22 AM CDT.
Submitted by LeeAnn Meduna, Secretary NSQG

Annual Meeting Minutes Continued....

Submitted by LeAnne Killion, Threads Chair

Submitted by Dorothy Heidemann-Nelson for NSF
Submitted by Jan Sittler, NSQG - SF White Glove Chairman

State Fair White Glove Volunteers Needed
Have you reserved your time slot for white gloving yet?  About 80 
time slots are filled but there are still plenty of  times open from 
which to choose.  The fair runs from August 26 through Monday 
September 5th.  The exhibit halls are open from 9 to 9 this year, 
thus the following changes in time slots:  9 to 1, 1 to 5 and 5 to 9.  
I will need the following information: name, address, phone, email 
(our main way to contact you) and preferred date and time.  You can 
contact me at jansittler@yahoo.com, 2104 W. Charles, Grand Island, 
Nebraska, 68803 or 308-384-7890.  

Check your calendars and let me know as soon as possible what will 
work for you!  Remember you will receive free admittance to the fair 
and will have ample opportunity to see all those beautiful exhibits up 
close!  More detailed information will be sent out in early August.

Submitted by Sheila Green

Jonathan Gregory, IQSCM Assistant Curator of  
exhibitions and a quilt made by Ernest B. Haight.  
Interlocking Triangles, made in David City, NE, dated 
1984.  Cottons, 90”x74”.  NSQG Collection.



National Quilting Day 2011 NQA Mag
National Quilting Day 2011 was celebrated in grand style for the second year at the International Quilt Study Center & 
Museum, Lincoln, Nebraska.  We had over 750 visitors, including 58 guests from 16 states, plus Germany!  They enjoyed free 

museum admission, demonstrations and lectures and tours of  the galleries’ quilt exhibitions.  The 
event was organized and sponsored by the Lincoln Quilters Guild and the Nebraska State Quilt 
Guild.  AccuQuilt was our commercial sponsor, providing demonstrations throughout the day.  

We learned from our experience last year how to handle crowds 
by implementing new schedules for the Demonstrations, adding 
Surface Design Technique Demonstrations and other offerings on 
all three floors of  the museum.  We extended the day by opening 
the museum two  hours earlier.  Thanks to our 92 volunteers and 
IQSCM staff, everything ran smoothly.  
Our lectures on the first floor included: “Color, Panel Magic”, 
“Circles” and “Color Me a Quilter” by well known Nebraska 

quilters.  The second floor featured Surface Design Technique 
demonstrations by a local fiber arts group, the Fiber Funatics 
and  two UNL Graduate students.  The guests enjoyed learning 
new techniques to use in future projects.  They were amazed 
at the unconventional “fabrics” used in quiltmaking- dryer 
sheets, plastic bags, tulle, etc.  144 Quilts of  Valor blocks were 
signed by guests, enough to make three quilts for our returning 
service men and women!  Lincoln Quilters Guild Community 
Outreach projects were viewed.  Guests helped tie Cuddle Quilts 
that are distributed to local social service agencies.  AccuQuilt 

demonstrated the Go! Baby die cutter.  Funky Flower pins were worn by all volunteers.  Kits to make 
the pins were distributed to all guests.  Docents gave tours of  our current exhibitions, “Marseilles: White 

Corded Quilting” and “Revisiting The Art Quilt.”  The museum’s third floor 
featured demonstrations on “How to Care for Quilts” by museum volunteers 
who work in the Conservation Work Room.  The museum’s  brochure about 
quilt care, “To Protect and Preserve,” includes all the latest research on the care 
of  quilts and other textiles and is available on the museum’s website.  
The Lincoln Quilters Guild is “Dedicated to Promoting and Preserving the Art 
of  Quiltmaking.”  We invite you to join us for National Quilting Day 2012 at the 
International Quilt Study Center & Museum in Lincoln, Nebraska.

Photos:  Upper Left - Surface Design Techniques; 
Upper Right - UNL Grad Students Madeleine 
Roberg and Ellen Rushman demonstrate Surface 
Design Techniques; Lower Left - AccuQuilt’s Go! 
Baby Demonstration, Lower Right - National Quilt-
ing Day Committee (standing left to right) Susan We-
ber, Rebecka Schafer, Sheila Green, Barbara Caron, 
Joyce Pope, Shirley Chaffin, Sandy Hanson, (seated) 
Darice Cecil and Carolyn Garner Submitted by Sheila Green, National Quilting Day 2011 Chair, 

Photos from Sheila and Maureen Ose, IQSCM
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