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2011 NSQG Award Winners Announced              
This year’s convention continued to showcase the state’s finest in the art of  quilt making. 
We recognized and presented awards to 5 members and one group to be honored as 
some of  the “best of  the best” in Nebraska Quilting.  To this date, there have been 218 
awards given since 1987!
As I have said in the past, a committee chairperson is only as good as their committee 
members and we have a new line-up of  those committee members who have brought 
you another outstanding list of  award winners. I would like to recognize the following 
members who have stepped forward for the next two years to support you as members 
of  your guild. Region 1 – Jean Ang, Jan Hatfield, Connie Olson; Region 2 – Janice 
Lippincott, Jayne Schlosser; Region 3 – Jan Hibbs, Janet Kugler and Cindy Scheinost.   
The Friendship Star 
recognizes “Bringing 
Friends Together”. 
This award is given 
to the chairperson(s) 
of  QuiltNebraska and 
awarded the same 
year of  the convention 
they chair. They spend 
countless of  hours 
sleepless, on the 
phone and computer 
coordinating, having 
meetings and checking 
off  that endless list 
of  tasks that need to be done to bring the membership a convention worthy of  
a memorable and wonderful time. This year’s Friendship Star is awarded to Sue 
Tillemans, Chairperson, QuiltNebraska 2011, Kearney, Nebraska!
The Radiant Star Award which recognizes an “Outstanding Deed Well Done”. We had 
two members who certainly went “above and beyond”. 
Sheila Beins - Organized, systematic, transitional, has perspective, a brainstormer, 
is involved, calming, caring, life-line of  continuity, and invaluable are only a few 
characteristics that were written so passionately about this award winner; a person 
behind the scenes, yet so visual and competent. She has kept NSQG organized so that  
the President’s year runs smoothly as well as the transitions between presidents. She has 
helped provide important continuity to the organization. She is a “sounding board” for 
the presidents, offering her vast wealth of  guild knowledge both past and present. She 
arranges all meeting locations, makes sure there is all necessary information needed for 
the meetings, keeps track of  all agenda items, and provides email notifications to all 
board and committee members. She helped “break-in” each president that she served, 
getting them acclimated and familiar with deadlines and time frames and started them 
on the right path so that they could be successful for the good of  the organization. She 
has served as the unofficial, unpaid Administrative Assistant to the president since Jo 
Morton. 

Continued on Page 5

2011 Winners:  LaVonne Dunetts (Omaha Quilt Guild), Fay Kliewer, 
Linda Glisson, Sheila Beins, Sue Tillemans, not pictured is Elizabeth Sterns
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 . . .    President’s Message   . . .
Greetings to Fellow NSQG Members and Friends,

Teaching 4th graders about Nebraska History was always a goal in the back 
of  my mind as an educator over the course of  my career. It was a reality for 
me during my first years teaching Grades 3 & 4 at Thedford, Nebraska from 
l973-75.  The quilt my students and their mothers did one of  those years 
came to the forefront of  my mind as I visited the Homestead Monument in 
Beatrice in conjunction with our design contest for the 150th anniversary of  
the Homestead Act.  In my recent downsizing I came across the purple ditto 
letter sent to the parents of  my students: 

“Dear Parents,
     During a recent social studies unit, the fourth graders learned about 
pioneer crafts, one being quilting. As a result…my third and fourth graders 
will be starting a patchwork quilt. Each will embroider on an 8 X 8 block 
their name and age. I would like to invite you to come…help us begin this 
project.       
Please bring with you:

a. Cotton blend or polyester material (no knits please)…
b. An embroidery hoop
c. Contrasting or dark embroidery thread
d. Needle

If  you cannot come, please send these materials with your child that morning.  
I will sew the blocks together at home and the children will ‘tie’ the quilt later. 
Don’t get a baby-sitter. Small children are welcome to come….Sincerely, Mrs. 
Weber”

This was the start of  Quilting in the Classroom or Discover Nebraska, at 
least for me.  (Later in the early years of  NSQG, I served as the Education 
Chair and presented at QNE about children, quilting, and children’s books 
on quilting.)  The project went as well as can be expected for someone who 
really did not know what she was doing. I did not take my quilting class 
from Mary Obrist until about 10 years later. I just knew I loved quilts and 
Nebraska Pioneer History! Anyway, Moms showed up. Fabric choices were 
not uniform which added charm to the project. Children and moms got the 
names and ages embroidered on the blocks.  It took at least a half  day for this 
activity. I took the blocks to set them together.  The only fabric store in the 
area was in the mall at North Platte. There were few quilting fabrics available 
at that time.  I settled for a “cheater cloth” type fabric.  It was cotton but 
looked like a denim background. On the fabric were stamped calico hearts 
and flowers in various colors.  
Next came the tying.  My daughter’s baby-sitter, Elaine Moench, gave me an 
old set of  her drapes. I would use the reverse side for the backing so the floral 
design was hidden; thus the back appeared ivory in color.  Remembering my 
4-H sewing days of  “right sides” together, I proceeded to sew the drapes 
right sides together late one night…the night before we were to tie the quilt 
at school.  WELL, you know what happened, don’t you?  I should have put 
the wrong sides together so the seam would be hidden. BUT, I was out of  
time and the seam shows on the back of  the quilt. I am not sure I even 
realized my error until the quilt was actually finished. 

Pioneer Nebraska with a quilting bee of  sorts came to the classroom the next 
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$20.00   per   year.  Please send all change of 
address information and dues to Darice Cecil:
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2625 Rathbone Rd.             Lincoln, NE 68502 
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www.nsqg.org
Visit our web site and keep current 

on the state guild’s  events
and news.



QNE INFO
Information on QuiltNebraska 2012 is now 
available on the NSQG website.  Go to the 
website for the most-up-to date information: 
www.nsqg.org.  Take time today to make plans 
to attend.

Submitted by Connie Jensen, 2012 Raffle Quilt Mom 3

Nebraska State Quilt Guild
Newsletter / Advertising

We   invite  the  submission of   previously un-
published       documents       and        personal 
correspondence from our readers.  We reserve 
the right to publish, in whole or in part, any 
letters or submitted articles we receive.  While 
we cannot accept responsibility for unsolicited 
material, we would be happy to return it   to  its   
author   if   a stamped,   self-addressed envelope 
is included.

The NSQG newsletter is published six times 
a year.  Publication deadline is the 15th of  the 
months of    February,   April,  June,  August,  
October,  and December.    Articles  are due 
to the   editor   by   the   25th  of   the  previous 
publication month:  

        August 25th for October 15th Issue
        October 25th for December 15th Issue

The  editor  reserves the right to accept or reject 
advertising requests.  Ads must be quilt related.  
Advertising  must be submitted by  the 20th 
of  each    previous   publication     month,    i.e.  
February 20th  for  the  April  publication:  

        August 20th for October 15th Issue
        October 20th for December 15th Issue

Camera ready ads  must  be either jpegs, tiffs, 
or psd (Photoshop)  files.  If  you  don’t  have  
a camera ready ad, please contact the editor to 
contract an ad design.   Check with the editor for 
ad rates and sizes available.  Ads are placed on a   
space  available basis.     All    ads    must    be pre-
paid.  Please make your check payable to NSQG.     
Mail payment with ad materials to the Editor.

Betz McMahon      Newsletter Editor NSQG
PO Box 865                         Wisner, NE 68791          
402-529-3543                betzmc@cableone.net
                                     

This quilt was very successful and really fun to take to the small festivals around 
the state.  Last summer started in Wilber for the Czech Festival (Kolaches!).  
The quilt traveled to Neligh for the Bread and Jam Festival.  They had a bake-
off  competition, and after judging we were able to sample the goodies!  The 
Cottonwood Quilt Guild offered us Eileen’s Cookies!  In June we went to 
Clarkson for another Czech Festival (more kolaches, and they upped the ante 
with apple strudel!)  This journey with the 2011 Raffle Quilt has been quite 
interesting and rewarding.  Huge thanks to all of  you that helped in the raffle 
efforts.   Bob Sisson of  Norfolk, Nebrasaka, is this year’s winner of  our raffle 
quilt.  He will enjoy it for many years to come.  All 5000 tickets were sold by 
early July follwoing the July 4th display in Seward and President Weber’s Civil 
War Quilt program in Alliance.  Thank you to all who were involved in any 
way with the “Stars Across Nebraska...and beyond” raffle quilt.

“Magic of  the Rose” Raffle Quilt 2012 was unveiled Saturday night, July 30th 
at QNE 2011.  Quilt Chairman, Marie Clark, and her Committee of  Gloria 
Miller,  Joan  Waldman   and  Sandra Kosch  used  “today’s  fabrics”  and 
embellishments to create this 
year’s raffle quilt.  A tattered 
portion of  an antique quilt 
inspired the “Magic of  the 
Rose” quilt.   Quilt  Mom 
Connie Jensen was asked 
many times for her input and 
help.  Countless hours were 
spent preparing the applique 
pieces, applying them and con-
structing this  original quilt.   
Kris Vierra  of  Kris’s  Custom Quilting added the beautiful machine quilt-
ing.  “Magic of  the Rose” was entered in the International Machine Quilter’s 
Showcase, 2011 Quilt Show hosted by the International Machine Quilters 
Association.  The quilt received the following honors: Honorable Mention in 
Class, Piecer’s Award and Viewer’s Choice.  Tickets and note cards were sold 
at QNE 2011 will be available from Quilt Mom Connie Jensen throughout the 
year.  If  you would like to display the quilt and have raffle tickets available for 
sale, contact Connie Jensen.  The drawing for the quilt will be at QNE 2012 
in LaVista on July 28, 2012.  Connie Jensen can be reached at: 8460 36th Ave., 
Columbus, NE 68601, 402-563-4123, cbjensen@frontier.net.  

Submitted by Vicky Skuodas, 2011 Quilt 

Raffle Quilt 2011
“Stars Across Nebraska” Quilt 

Call For Volunteers at NE State Fair
Linda Hough and Angela McLean are co-chairs for hanging and taking down 
the quilts at the 2011 Nebraska State Fair.  They will be hanging the quilts a 
couple of  days prior to the opening of  August 26th.  The fair runs through 
Monday, September 5th.  Help is needed then to take down the quilts.  Please 
contact either Angela or Linda to help with this aspect of  the quilt show.  You 
can contact Angela at mclean@hamilton.net or 2121 P. St., Aurora, NE 68818, 
402-694-2984.  Linda can be reached at 308-380-5519.  Many hands make light 
work!  Come join us in the fun and excitement.

Submitted by Angela McLean and Linda Hough 

BOARD MINUTES
Guild members should check the NSQG web 
site for the current and past board minutes 
at www.nsqg.org or contact NSQG Secretary 
LeeAnn Meduna at meduna@gtmc.net for 
additional information.

Magic of  the Rose Quilt Note card



President’s Message Continued from page 2

Submitted by NSQG 2011 President, Susan Weber

A Stitch In Time.... Susan Weber

NSQG PRESIDENT
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day.  Snow was on the ground and in the air, but we were cozy in the multipurpose room as the students and I tied the quilt using 
white knit Cro-sheen.  Again, it took more than just recess time to get this job accomplished.  As a novice teacher, I felt I had 
the luxury to take the time needed to complete the project. 

Last came finishing it off.  Not having any experience or instructions, I decided to do a wrap around binding. Instead of  bringing 
the backing to the front and tacking it down, I took the front of  the fabric and turned it over on the back side.  Later, of  course, 
I learned to get the neat finish work by hand tacking the binding. However, I had a Sears sewing machine and it had decorative 
stitches!  As those who know me can attest, I do not operate a sewing machine well.  That did not matter. I set the machine for a 
type of  wide zig-zag stitch and I sewed away, again, late into the night.  It looked awful with the irregular stitches…and continues 
to look awful. But I did not take it out and redo it. There was no time. 

The quilt has glaring mistakes.  Yet the mothers were so kind to me. They did not point out these mistakes.  I still have the 
quilt. For all its faults, I am quite attached to it.  The symbolism of  pioneer women hastily sewing at night to have functional 
comforters for their families extends to my mistakes made….the quilt was done hastily with no time to correct the imperfections. 
It is a functional quilt which would keep people warm.  If  you were at QuiltNebraska 2011 in Kearney, you had a chance to see 
this quilt.  Perhaps this article will bring the visual back into your mind. Do you have a similar story about one of  your early 
projects? 

As quilters, we are all evolving. Where we are today in our skill and expertise is not where we began.  My beginnings 
were rough and full of  errors.  Some might say my current work is still rough and full of  errors. That does not 
distract from my love of  quilt making, quilt appreciation, quilt preservation, and quilt history. My love of  quilt 
history acts as a catalyst of  enthusiasm for the 150th Anniversary Quilt honoring the Homestead Act.  My hope is 

that you will take part in the design process and submit an entry for this quilt as 
well as the Governor’s Mansion quilt.  If  you do not submit a design, perhaps 
you can join the Quilting Bee for these two very special NSQG projects.

“I Don’t Want to Work on the Project Quilts in a Group”
Is a time line stopping you? Is a deadline stopping you? Is working with a group of  other quilters stopping you? Is your lack of  
interest in history stopping you?  THINK BEYOND YOUR PERSONAL NEEDS AND WANTS!!!  NSQG has a wonderful 
opportunity to broaden our mission and gain statewide notoriety from the two contests spoken of  in the last newsletter.  
The original Homestead Act document signed by President Abraham Lincoln will travel under tight security guard from the 
National Archives in Washington D.C. and while being displayed at the Homestead Monument in Beatrice in celebration of  the 
150th anniversary of  the signing.  This is THE original document, not a copy.  Our NSQG sponsored quilt designed by one of  
you will act as the backdrop for the display while the Homestead Act document is in Nebraska. It will be on permanent display 
after the 150th anniversary celebration. Please refer to the last newsletter for the contest requirements.  Contact President Susan 
Weber for details.  Get the creative juices flowing.  The deadline is September 15th. 

Our second opportunity involves a quilt to be on display at the Governor’s Mansion.  Again, this is not a personal project for 
one person to gain fame. It is an NSQG Project. The Governor’s Mansion cannot accept personal donations. We are given a rare 
opportunity to design, make, and have a quilt on permanent display at the Mansion. It is a Nebraska project involving Nebraska 
quilters. It is our quilt. Again, what is stopping you?  Think beyond yourself  and look at the big picture.  We are history in the 
making.  Contact President-Elect Sandra Kosch for details. The deadline is September 15th.  Both Susan and Sandra’s contact 
information can be found on the inside cover of  the newsletter. Thank you, NSQG members.  



NSQG 2011 Awards Continued from page 1

Linda Glisson - She’s a “do-er”! Volunteers to serve as chairperson or on committees for her local guilds, introduces new ideas 
and projects to quilters such as quilts made for troops serving in Afghanistan or “Cure for Cancer”; auction quilts and guild 
member birthday block exchanges. As manager of  the Quilt Basket, she features a quilter of  the month in the gallery at the store 
kicking it off  with a wine/cheese reception. Family, friends and customers attend along with a featured article written in the York 
News Times Newspaper. She inspires people to quilt and to live.  Finally, she is also works behind the scenes maintaining the 
guild’s Surfin’ Stitchers email list.  Yes, she is a “do-er”! 
The Silver Thread Award recognizes recent achievements and contributions to the art of  quilt making.
Elizabeth Sterns - Having a passion for the welfare of  children and for quilt making has ignited a project that not only the 
Lincoln Quilters Guild is proud of  but is tops in the Bryan Community of  the Lincoln Public Schools. Through the Family 
Living Program, The Young Quilt Artist Project introduces young students to the art and love of  quilting. This is accomplished 
through the teaching of  sewing and quilting, about quiltmakers and quilts themselves, and setting by example who quilters are 
today.  Students who are enrolled in this program have had or are expecting a baby. Every Wednesday morning, mentors from 
the Lincoln Quilters Guild, help the students by making a cuddle quilt block which are then assembled into one or more quilts 
and given to the Lincoln quilters guild for its Cuddle Quilt Project. Students then design and construct their own blocks for 
their babies. Since the inception of  this project in 2008, all fabric, supplies and equipment had been donated by the Lincoln 
Quilters Guild. However, a Woods Foundation Grant was written by this member to provide students the opportunity to shop 
at a local quilt shop, the Cosmic Cow. This grant also furnished enough funds to purchase new equipment for use by the Family 
Learning Program.  It is this member’s consistency, organizational skills, her vision for quiltmaking among young quilters and 
her appreciation for the lives of  the students of  The Bryan Community that inspire so many around her, young and older alike, 
so much so that she received 12 nominations. 
The Golden Thread Award recognizes the consistent contributions to the art of  quilt making. 
Fay Kliewer - This member either doesn’t know when to quit or just say “no”! She worked tirelessly in forming “The Nimble 
Thimbles” Quilt Guild serving as its first secretary, then Vice President then to President. She is a teacher with students 
remarking of  the new and innovative techniques they had learned in her classes. Her quilting talent abounds. She is a bundle 
of  energy and dependable and just couldn’t get enough to do in the quilting world, so she was president of  the Nebraska State 
Guild in 1994, served as chairperson of  QuiltNebraska in 1999 and 2010 and organized and served as the chairperson for the 
first Threads Across Nebraska in 2006 establishing this a premier event and then continued to serve as chair for this event in 
2007 and 2008, (and perhaps longer) in between times being active in her local guilds holding various other offices.  She has done 
it all and is truly one of  Nebraska’s finest quilting legacies. 
Omaha Quilters Guild - This group is one of  the largest quilting organizations in the state with over 400 members devoted 
to the “appreciation and preservation of  quilts and the perpetuation of  the art and the craft of  quilt making through education 

and participation”. Its members range in ages and skills and boasts of  state and 
nationally-ranked and published teachers as well as National Quilting Association 
accredited judges.  Founded in 1975, this group has grown to encompass a wide 
variety of  projects, dividing itself  into three philanthropic groups; Children’s 
Emergency Fund which supports children taken in protective custody during 
the holiday season; Community Connections which matches member talents to 
produce quilts for a cause; and Helping Hands which meets the needs of  charitable 
organizations both great and small. Hundreds if  not thousands of  quilts and 
Christmas stockings have been made as well as thousands of  dollars have been 
raised over the last two decades in support of  the greater Omaha community, 
throughout the State of  Nebraska and beyond.  Other noteworthy projects that 

are richly documented and are part of  this group’s quilting roots, is the Mothers Guild at Boys Town who have produced period 
quilts for the Father Flanagan House as well as quilts for outstanding teachers, parenting couples, seniors, auction and rectory 
quilts. The Josie Harper Hospice House has a quilt on each one of  its beds and have become loving memories to cherish by 
the surviving families. Quilts for a Cause included projects for the Susan G. Komen, Project Linus, Voices for Children, The 
American Heart Association, Neonatal Intensive Care Units at the major hospitals, Quilts of  Valor Foundation, Home of  the 
Brave, various church groups, and other nationally accredited organizations, too numerous for this presentation, all reap the 
benefit of  this highly talented group of  quilters that they too, don’t know when to say “no”.  
It has been a great two years serving as the Awards Committee chairperson. Reading these nominations have humbled me and 
reinforced just how talented and devoted the members of  the Nebraska State Quilt Guild are to the art of  quiltmaking as well as 
to friends, family, guilds and community. You are truly examples for all of  us to follow. Thanks for all your support and I know 
you will continue to recognize those among us who are so worthy and do so much for so little.  

5Submitted by Pat Varner, NSQG 2011 Awards Chair
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Anderson,  Norma Gene 
1140 E 4th #102
Crete, NE  68333
(402) 826-2965 

Axmann,  Mona 
10 Rolling Hills Road
Kearney, NE  68845
(308) 338-9119 

Baird,  Cindy 
820 County Rd P
North Bend, NE  68649
(402) 652-8243 

Bang,  Dolores 
961 N. Walnut St.
Fremont, NE  68025-4444
(402) 721-3481 
Bass,  Jacque 
212 Blackjack Ave.
Lone Jack, MO  64070
(816) 566-2235 

Baum,  Mary Lou 
61556 - 722 Rd.
Tecumseh, NE  68450
(402) 335-4007

Baumhofer,  Ilona 
9107 S 17th St.
Bellevue, NE  68147
(402) 889-8024 

Beauvais,  Janet 
841 Forest Avenue
Crete, NE  68333
(402) 826-5270 

Beck,  Virginia 
12105 Ambassador Dr 
Apt 304
Colorado Springs, CO  80921
(719) 481-3091 

Beekley,  Dorothy 
607 W 9th, PO Box 71
Dorchester, NE  68343
(402) 946-6301 
Bennett,  Eva 
726 S 152nd Cr.
Omaha, NE  68154
(402) 333-3604 

Blincow,  Barb 
528 N 3rd St
Hebron, NE  68370
(402) 768-2394 

Boellstorff,  Bette 
62736  734 Rd
Brock, NE  68320
(402) 264-4055 
Brandl,  Carol 
3303 SW 80th Circle
Lincoln, NE  68532
(402) 420-9917 

Brinkman,  Deb 
72827 620 Ave
Tecumseh, NE  68450
(402) 335-4026 
Brown,  Diane 
1018 Ivy Ave
Crete, NE  68333
(402) 826-3065 

Burgess,  Carol 
PO Box 314
Stapleton, NE  69163
(308) 636-2907 
Callaway,  Shirley 
1709 Churchill Drive
Dodge, NE  68025
(402) 721-7969 
Caron,  Barbara 
5111 Pawnee St.
Lincoln, NE  68506
(402) 540-7819 

Chaney,  Linda C. 
11020 Sleepy Hollow Lane
Omaha, NE  68152
(402) 571-6663 
Chapman,  Christina 
2055 Parkview Drive
Seward, NE  68434
(402) 643-3366 
Clemans,  Margaret 
1411 28th St.
Central City, NE  68826
(308) 946-2741 
Craig,  Michelle 
16401 Willow
Omaha, NE  68136
(402) 895-0640 
D’Aguanno,  Sarah 
240 Hopkins Hill Road
Coventry, RI  02816
(401) 258-8475 

Darbro,  Darlene 
2014 25th St.
Central City, NE  68826
(308) 946-2720 
Davie,  Jean 
7200 Van Dorn St., Apt. 358
Lincoln, NE  68506-3726
(402) 488-3226 
Dishion,  Caroline 
1318 Jones St. #206
Omaha, NE  68102
(402) 218-6627 
Djernes,  Marilyn 
673 P Road
Archer, NE  68816
(308) 795-2350 
Doremus,  Janice 
23616 - 462 Ave
Wentworth, SD  57075-7357
(605) 483-3230 
Dubbs,  Kathy 
4103 S Cameron Rd
Wood River, NE  68883
(308) 380-2253 
Dunekacke,  Karen 
62590 724 Road
Elk Creek, NE  68348
(402) 335-7215 
Eickman,  Brad & Joanne 
2788 S. Ingalls Way
Denver, CO  80227-3826
(303) 989-0706 

Eickman,  Eleanor 
6813 Syden Stricker Rd.
Springfield, VA  22152
(703) 373-7560 
Eickman,  Gweneth 
3001 South 51 St.  #434
Lincoln, NE  68506
(402) 488-3579 
Eller,  Kathleen A. 
2437 - 137 Road
Shelby, NE  68662
(402) 527-5698 
Eurich,  Gwen 
310 E 6th
Crete, NE  68333
(402) 826-3274 

Fastenau,  Chris 
PO Box 164
Sutherland, NE  69165
(308) 386-4821 
Fikar,  Joey 
240 E 22nd
Crete, NE  68333
(402) 826-4293 
Fisher,  Monica 
412 Oak, PO Box 541
Clarkson, NE  68629
(402) 892-3866 
Fitzsimmons,  Mary Lee 
2036 N 54th St
Omaha, NE  68104
(402) 553-7294 
Francis,  Joyce 
514 Main St., P.O. Box 117
Funk, NE  68940-0117
(308) 263-2771 
Friedli,  Pat 
613 Wildwood Lane
Nebraska City, NE  68410
(402) 873-6229 
Fuchs,  Marsha 
87697 State Hwy 7
Ainsworth, NE  69210
(402) 382-1044 
Garvey,  Terri 
3613 Duffer Ct.
Bellevue, NE  68123
(402) 291-1357 
Gengenbach,  Merikay 
Box 340
Lexington, NE  68850
(308) 325-1319 
Girard-Lemons,  Melissa 
210 E. Stolley Park Rd.
Grand Island, NE  68801
(308) 390-1853 
Gleason,  Kay 
10 Indian Hills Drive
Kearney, NE  68847
(308) 882-4456 
Goetsch,  Mary 
56956 Old Hwy 8
Stanton, NE  68779
(402) 439-2946 

Graham,  Kathryn L. 
607 Toluca Ave
Alliance, NE  69301
(308) 762-7010 
Griepenstroh,  Sandi 
717 J St.
Central City, NE  68826
(308) 940-2907 
Groothuis,  Ruby 
PO Box 184
Funk, NE  68940
(308) 263-3113 
Gustafson,  Rita 
1104 S 9th - Apt. 4
Norfolk, NE  68701
(402) 750-8133 
Hamaker,  Phyllis 
2220 Central Ave.
Kearney, NE  68847-5347
(308) 367-6348 
Havranek,  Janice 
1952 County Rd Q
Fremont, NE  68025-7335
(402) 721-4626 
Haws,  Betty 
7126 E. Thunderhead Dr
North Platte, NE  69101
(308) 532-8396 
Henrickson,  Denice 
720 Blvd. #9
Fremont, NE  68025
(402) 720-0045 
Herbst Brown,  Judy 
1614 W 6
North Platte, NE  69101
(308) 534-9718 
Hoagland,  Connie 
31840 Rd A
Hastings, NE  68901
(402) 463-8177 
Howard,  Ann 
709 Linden Ave
Crete, NE  68333
(402) 826-3502 

Irwin,  Jacqueline 
2380  CR 59
Alliance, NE  69301-5800
(308) 762-3059 

Jeffries,  Bernice 
1140 E. 4th #104
Crete, NE  68333
(402) 826-2911 
Johnson,  Ruth (Warren) 
4116 W 18th Ave
Holdrege, NE  68949
(308) 995-8379 
Johnson,  Theresa 
2640 Sewell St.
Lincoln, NE  68502
(402) 435-3187 
Johnston,  Marilyn 
39235 Road 749
Curtis, NE  69025
(308) 367-8672 

Jones,  Elaine 
15024 Slpaulding St.
Omaha, NE  68116
(402) 496-0663 
Kannedy,  Elizabeth 
13308 South 33rd St.
Bellevue, NE  68123-2369
(402) 292-1631 
Keehn,  Elizabeth 
21630 N. 505 St.
Belgrade, NE  68623
(308) 357-1212 
Kelly,  Paula 
3721 31 St.
Columbus, NE  68601
(402) 564-9250 
King,  Patty 
644 Linden Ave
Crete, NE  68333
(402) 826-3835 
Kitterer,  Carolyn 
2751 S 34th St.
Lincoln, NE  68506
(402) 224-5208 
Klintworth,  Deanna 
1501 W 22 Rd.
Marquette, NE  68854
(402) 854-2021 
Knoell,  Patricia 
1725 East Linden
Fremont, NE  68025
(402) 753-3544 

Krueger,  Kaylene 
12714 Co. Rd P11
Arlington, NE  68002
(402) 478-4596 
Krumbach,  Eileen 
12517 U Road
Shelby, NE  68662
(402) 527-5354 
Kubik,  Gretchen 
72355 Road 409
Cambridge, NE  69022
(308) 697-3792 
Lackey,  Ruth 
601 Rockhurst Dr.
Lincoln, NE  68510
(402) 488-7472 
Larsen,  Janet 
2680 Park Place Drive
Fremont, NE  68025
(402) 721-8759 
Lesiak,  Linda 
58136 S. 230 Ave.
Fullerton, NE  68638
(308) 536-2802 
Lutes,  Katherine 
6315 O Street. #116
Lincoln, NE  68510
(402) 486-2300 
Majors,  Sally 
23765 130th Rd.
Riverdale, NE  68870
(308) 893-3073 

New Members, Addres Changes & Corrections
2010-2011 Membership Roster



NEW CONTACT INFORMATION
NSQG Officers Susan Weber and Patty Young moved this summer experiencing major downsizing!  Note their new contact 
information:  Susan J. Weber, NSQG 2011 President, 2425 Folkways Blvd. Apt. 329, Lincoln, NE 68521, Home: 402-438-
4753, Cell: 402-641-4675, susanjweber4@yahoo.com.  Patty Young, Treasurer, 2718 Pinewood Drive, Central City, NE 68826, 
Home: 308-624-2038, Cell: 308-379-0984, young.pat44@gmail.com.
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Submitted by Susan Weber, NSQG President 2011

Matthiesen,  Audrey 
PO Box 172
Milford, NE  68405
(402) 641-8146 
Mattson,  Kaye 
945 I Rd.
Chapman, NE  68827
(308) 986-2401 
Meerkatz,  Monica 
PO Box 104
Deshler, NE  68340
(402) 365-4391 
Metzger,  Barb 
4703 Ave. L
Kearney, NE  68847
(308) 237-4987 

Miller,  Gloria 
1568  45th Ave.
Columbus, NE  68601
(402) 564-7613 
Minneman,  Margaret 
(Peggy) 
639 W Legion, PO Box 104
Wauneta, NE  69045
(308) 394-5188 
Mischke,  Cindy 
16 Hillcrest Dr.
Kearney, NE  68845-3374
(308) 234-3188 
Mitchell,  Jan 
5133 S 121 St.
Omaha, NE  68137
(402) 895-3215 
Mitchell,  Janis 
1521 Hawthorne Ave.
Crete, NE  68333
(402) 826-4915 
Morton-Chale,  Debra 
1215 6th St.
Auburn, NE  68305
(402) 274-3330 
Nelsen,  Jeannine L. 
Box 64
Lyons, NE  68038
(402) 687-4118 
Nowka,  Debbie 
20002 Westridge Rd.
Gretna, NE  68028-4635
(402) 332-4373 
Olsen,  Connie 
315 Apache Dr.
McCook, NE  69001-2204
(308) 345-1415 
Osborn,  Catherine 
4215 Nevada Ave.
Grand Island, NE  68803
(308) 384-2827 
Paulson,  Wanda 
PO Box 115
Edison, NE  68967
(308) 927-2086 

Pelikan,  Sandra 
8211 Manderson Cr.
Omaha, NE  68134
(402) 571-7131 

Petersen,  Cindy 
1536 Keene Drive
Columbus, NE  68601
(402) 564-0491 
Plummer,  Alice 
1725 Park St. Apt. 3
Blair, NE  68008-1580
(402) 426-9057 
Quilt Guild,  Material Girls 
PO Box 482
North Bend, NE  68649
(402) 652-3466 
Raymond,  Jenny 
PO Box 12
Gothenburg, NE  69138
(308) 930-0104 
Reed,  Angelina (Angie) 
4502 Camden Ave.
Omaha, NE  68104
(402) 651-6593 cell 
Renchen,  Louisa 
3118 4th Ave.
Kearney, NE  68845
(308) 338-1214 
Rennard,  Barbara 
686 N 58th St.
Omaha, NE  68132
(402) 551-2485 
Richards,  Linda 
1208 Norris Ave.
McCook, NE  69001
(308) 345-7140 
Royle,  Cecilia 
112 West Charles
Grand Island, NE  68801-6021
(308) 384-6632 
Schlichting,  Gaye 
4 East 29th St.
Kearney, NE  68847
(308) 234-1078 
Schropfer,  Georgia 
P.O. Box 247
Fairmont, NE  68354-0247
(402) 268-6261 
Schuller,  Margaret 
1404 S. 176th St.
Omaha, NE  68130
(402) 333-8557 

Senkbile,  Deb 
1197 O Rd.
Central City, NE  68826
(308) 946-3498 
Shamburg,  Janet 
206 N. Thomas St.
Fremont, NE  68025
(402) 317-7250 

Sherman,  Lisbeth 
86752 N Hwy 97
Mullen, NE  69152
(308) 546-2623 
Shimerdia,  Barbara 
13806 S 41st St.
Bellevue, NE  68123-3746
(402) 292-2848 
Sickler,  Mary 
5710 W 30th St.
Kearney, NE  68845
(308) 236-7308 
Sieck,  Kay 
15912 Bedford Ave.
Omaha, NE  68116-2459
(402) 493-7726 
Simonson,  Paula 
9356 Raven Drive
Louisville, NE  68037
(402) 296-4018 
Smith,  Jana 
711 Lafayette
Brock, NE  68320
(402) 856-2155 
Smith,  Norma 
1905 Rd. 6
York, NE  68467-7550
(402) 362-2406 
Soares,  Carla 
276 Tally Ho Rd.
Arroyo Grande, CA  93420
(805) 489-0581 
Sorensen,  Teresa 
2811 W. 24th St.
Kearney, NE  68845

Spereman,  Lisa A. 
5407 N 126th Ave.
Omaha, NE  68164
(402) 496-3711 

Spomer,  Judy 
403 Seminole Dr.
McCook, NE  69001
(308) 345-2814 
Sprinkel,  Claudia 
746 Madison Ave.
Council Bluffs, IA  51503
(712) 328-9304 
Stava,  Pat 
5021 S 235th St.
Elkhorn, NE  68022
(402) 289-5097 
Suiter,  Audrey 
916 E. 7th St.
McCook, NE  69001
(308) 345-3215 
Swadener,  Norma Jean 
4928 Bedford Ave.
Omaha, NE  68104
(402) 451-1801 

Swartzlander,  Diane 
3495 Fletcher Rd.
Seward, NE  68434
(402) 643-5873 
Swift,  Joyce 
12151 Sandra Lane
Omaha, NE  68137
(402) 895-9672 
Taylor,  Deanna 
88166 427th Ave.
Aisnworth, NE  69210
(402) 387-1398 
Thimgan,  Patricia 
62095  736 Rd.
Cook, NE  68329-9614
(402) 864-2003 
Thorn,  Jeanne 
4622 N. Regency Place
Kearney, NE  68847
(308) 237-9394 
Tillemans,  Cliff 
714 3rd St.
PO Box 545
Gibbon, NE  68840
(308) 468-6255 
Towsley,  Dori 
6756 Newport Ave. Apt. 2014

Omaha, NE  68152
(402) 829-5559 

Trembley,  Margie 
1716 S 153 Ave Cr.
Omaha, NE  68144
(402) 333-6271 
Triplett,  Becky  K 
1528  S. 121st  St.
Omaha, NE  68144
(402) 330-7586 
Uhlmann,  Bobbie 
1668 20th Ave.
Columbus, NE  68601
(402) 564-2547 
Vandeman,  Shellie 
25715 Outer Dr.
Gretna, NE  68028
(402) 332-4625 
Vanderboegh,  Jill 
1505 H. St.
Auburn, NE  68305
(402) 274-4584 
Von Seggern,  Wilma 
1588  27 Rd.
Minden, NE  68959
(308) 233-7314 
Vossberg,  Cheri 
13312 Hillsborough Drive
Omaha, NE  68164
(402) 841-2036 
Wagner,  Bonnie 
1348 Beaver Valley Road
Petersburg, NE  68652
(402) 386-5558 

Waibel-Rycek,  Denise 
1919 W. 36th St.
Kearney, NE  68845
(308) 234-4735 
Walden,  Anne 
5100 S. 54th
Lincoln, NE  68516
(402) 421-2360 
Wamsat,  Sara 
5719 N 167 Ave. Cr.
Omaha, NE  68116
(402) 884-2277 
Weber,  Matt & Simone 
4214 S. 36th St.
Omaha, NE  68107
(402) 708-7815 

Weber,  Rev. Jenny 
665 Greenleaf  Ave.
Glencoe, IL  60022
(847) 835-1758 
Weber,  Rita 
2309 6th Ave.
Kearney, NE  68847
(308) 234-4253 
Weber,  Susan J. 
2425 Folkways Blvd. Apt 329
Lincoln, NE  68521
(402) 438-4753 
Weick,  Lyn 
10211 Woodridge Lane
Omaha, NE  68124
(402) 933-4673 
Willet,  Roberta 
5405 S. 102 St.
Omaha, NE  68127
(402) 339-0988 
Wilson,  Cheri 
76250 Rd 408
Gothenburg, NE  69138
(308) 537-7375 
Wilson,  Deborah 
3903 Partridge Circle
Grand Island, NE  68803
(308) 384-9801 
Wilson,  Yvonne 
16005 R St.
Omaha, NE  68135
(402) 498-1820 
Young,  Patty 
2718 Pinewood Drive
Central City, NE  68826
(308) 624-2038

Zahn,  Julie 
325 5th St., PO Box 24
Syracuse, NE  68446
(402) 269-2245 
Zohfeld,  Jac-Lynn 
435 Lake Wildwood Dr.
Varna, IL  61375
(309) 463-2363 
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Kellie Kachek, QNE 1st Place

Pam Thomas, QNE 2nd Place

Gloria Bernadt, QNE 3rdPlace

Valerie Bard, Winner of  QNE Quilt 2011

QNE 2011 FANTASTICA - A MAGICAL TIME 
Quilt Nebraska 2011, Quilt Fantastica  a resounding success!  The instructors were great, the food was fantastic, the hotel and staff  were 
wonderful!  Thank You to all that attended our 26th annual state convention.  Valerie Bard was the lucky attendee that took the “Quilt 

Fantastica” Quilt home.  Congratulations Valerie!!!  Enjoy your quilt.

A big Thank you to The Elk Horn stitching group “Friends All Around” for the truly wonderful 
centerpieces.  This group includes, Paulette Peters, Carol Cranston, Suzanne Earnest, Jan McDonough, 
Nan Rippe, Mary Sumnick, Lorraine Petersen, Carol Uebner and Kathy Murphy.  These works of  art 
were given away on Saturday night to these lucky winners;  Lorraine Fitzgerald, Beverly Kindler, Connie 
Jensen, Nan Rippe, Arlene Shoemaker, Sharon Nejedly, Barbara Engebretsen, Sandi Griepenstroh, 
Joey Fikar, Myla Giesmann, Monica Meerkatz, Leslie Martin, Susan Minchow, Sandra Kosch, Barbara 
Shepardson, Donalee Lamb, Deanna Suhr, Emogene Whitten, LeAnne Killion, Deb Elllsworth, Jan 
Carlin, Linda Kilpatrick, Kathy Clausen, Pam Thomas, Janet Larsen, Maralee Meyer, Phyllis Hamaker, 
Linda Myers, Betty Stranger, Joyce Kingsley and Patricia Elliott.

The Merchant Mall was a great place to visit and find all sorts of  new and exciting quilting ideas and products.  The merchants provided 
door prizes that were given away Saturday night along with books donated by Karen Krull-Robart.  Winners of  the Door Prizes were;  Mena 
Axmann, Sandy Dahlgren, Patricia Timgan, Mary Goetsch, Sharon Clark, Deb Senkbile, Terri Caffery, Alicia Hynes, Kathy Murphy, Nancy 
Knuth, Janet Kugler, Marjorie Sperling, Linda Kaiker, Janalee Petsch, Sandi McMillian, Rosalea Gift, Chris Schoening, Diane Swatrzlander, 
Mary Weich, Miriam Peterson, Rita Weber, Margaret Russell, Lila Launer, Kennetha Scheer, Linda Acuff, Catherine Osborn, and Denise 
Waibel-Rycek.

Magnets commemorating Quilt Nebraska 2011 were given away on Saturday night also, they were taken home by; Susan Seidel, Kathy Moore, 
LaVonne Dunetts, Judy Taylor, Elaine Jones, Deb Kubik, Barb Metzger, Regina Busboom, Carla Soares, Diane Murphy, Barbara Pfieffer and 
Jocelynn Gray.  We had 6 ladies that have attended each of  the 26 Quilt Nebraska Conventions that were recognized along with 26 ladies that 
were attending Quilt Nebraska for the very first time.  Each received a small token, a bunch of  rick 
rack from Hawaii.

We had many, many wonderful challenge quilts completed and shown this year.  They were judged 
by Sarah Smith, Paula Reid and Sue Tillemans.  The winners were; First Place, Kellie Kachek; Second 
Place, Pam Thomas; and Third Place, Gloria Bernadt.  The judges were very impressed with the 
talent that we have here in Nebraska and had a very hard time making their decision.  Congratulations 
ladies!!!  Quilts of  Valor was our Charity Challenge for QNE 2011.  Thank you to all of  you that 
took the time to make a quilt for this very worthy charity.  On Saturday night we presented to Louisa 
Renchen, our chairperson, 38 quilts for the Quilts of  Valor program.  Our little quilt show, which 
caused such a challenge, included quilts from the Bits and Pieces Quilters from Gibbon and the Lone 
Tree Quilters from Central City.  Also on show were the Challenge quilts and the Quilts of  Valor.  
The Board also had quilts on display.  People from the community as well as our attendees enjoyed 
the quilt show very much.

Our National Instructors all enjoyed visiting us here in Nebraska and told me they would come back 
any time.  Our instructors were; Sarah Smith, Marjan Kluepfel, Karen Stone, Liz Berg, Vikki Pignatelli, 
Mickey Depre, Paula Reid, Faye Labanaris and Dixie McBride.  Our State/Regional Instructors were 
also wonderful.  We truly have a lot of  quilting talent here in Nebraska and our surrounding states.  
Our State/Regional Instructors were; Peg Pennell, Joan Waldman, Donna Frieberthauser, Kriss 
Moulds, Sisterspeak (Cathy Audley & Sue Chafee), and Wendy Ray.  Thank you so much for being a 
part of  Quilt Nebraska 2011, we really enjoyed having you!!! 

Quilt History Day, “The Times In Which She Quilted:  Historical Trends, Fads & Fabric Mania” 
presented by Kriss Moulds and Barbara Pike was enjoyed by all that attended.  Thank you ladies for a 
wonderful day!!  Next year we hope to see quilts made up from the friendship blocks that were won 
by some very lucky ladies!  We can’t wait to see what they come up with.

I want to thank my committee chairs that helped make the convention come together.  Hostess 
Chair, Barb Metzger; Challenge Quilt & Friendship blocks, Rita Gustafson; Charity Challenge, Louisa 
Renchen.  I also want to Thank everyone that stepped up at the last minute to help with the little things.  Sharon Clark and Linda Myers from 
Auburn for helping out at late registration.  Kris Warburton for having my 6, whatever was needed she was there.  Jessisa and Tala Cress for 
helping out on Friday.  My neighbors the Cress family, Wendy, Rick, Trista, Hadley. Tom Soloman and Joe Rocho for helping set up and take 
down the racks for the Quilt Show. The Bits and Pieces members for helping hang the quilts to get the quilt show set up. Thank you, Thank 
you, Thank you.

Finally I want to thank a group of  ladies that met with me once a month from May 2010 to put Quilt Nebraska 2011 together, my CORE;  
Karen Krull-Robart, Phyllis Hamaker, Sandi Griepenstroh, Deb Senkbile, Penni Jensen, and Margaret Clemens.  These ladies went above and 
beyond to bring QNE 2011 to you.  They are the BEST.  Thank You ladies so much!!!  Last but not least my husband Cliff  Tillemans, he is 
the man of  the hour.  He is the one that was there to help me with whatever was needed. I love you and Thank you so much.  Thank you for 
letting me Chair Quilt Nebraska 2011, Quilt Fantastica !!!   P.S...lost and found:  NSQG pin, luggage keys and a white extension plug-in bar.  
Sue has them, 308-468-6255. Submitted by Sue Tillemans, QNE2011 Chair
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Let the Magick Begin!
Calling all students of  the quilting arts! Dust off  your school trunks and pack your books, fabric, machines, supplies, robes and yes, wands 
(if  you have them) to board the train to ThimbleThreads Academy, QuiltNebraska 2012 at the La Vista-Omaha Conference Center in La 

Vista, Nebraska, July 26-29, 2012. 

A truly, one-of-a-kind, themed quilting convention, transporting you, the student, back to 18th century England to hone 
your “magical” quilting skills with some of  the most renown National quilting professors across the entire realm; Joel & 
Bobbie Bergquist, Mary Ellen Kranz, Libby Lehman, Gina Perkes, Sharon Schamber and Laura Wasilowski along with a 
host of  regional professors!

But it isn’t all work and no play! Save your gold, silver and copper coins to spend at Quilters Alley, 25 themed market stalls 
full of  items to tempt any and all quilting wizards! Board the night trolley for Midnight Mischief, a late-night shop hop 
will take you, if  you so dare, out to area villages to shop their wares; Quilt History Day featuring Carolyn Ducey, Curator 

of  Collections at the University of  Nebraska-Lincoln, as your speaker, to include a cruise down the Mighty Missouri River aboard the River 
City Star; a trip out to the famed Boys Town to view magnificent quilts by the Mothers Guild; a Show n’ Tell Pajama Party and there will be 
quilts and doll exhibits galore at the conference center to admire! There will be much more and surprises as well!

The convention has an interactive website: www.quiltne2012.org/; everything you will want to know about classes, merchant mall, professors, 
activities, events, hotel registration info, is and will be included, so check back often. You never know what you may find. 

Finally, yes, the theme, “Quilt Magick” embodies an old English boarding school complete with student houses and 
grand banquets. As much as this theme mimics a certain boy wizard and his life, the convention will be based on the rich 
appreciation of  Nebraska’s quilting heritage. Student houses will be named after four Nebraska Hall of  Fame Quilters; 
Sara Dillow, Ernest Haight, Louise Howey and Grace Synder.  You will be able to pick which house to belong and sit at their 
honored table in the banquet hall. There will be house crests and colors and much pride among all houses to compete for 
the coveted Golden Thimble Award. See the website to read about each of  these quilt wizards and you will be able to select 
which house to align your loyalty at registration time in April 2012.

To close, the idea of  magic as been around since the dawn of  time and the term is used today to mean many things. As 
headmistress of  ThimbleThreads Academy, it is my responsibility for you understand and or discover your own personal magic, the quilt 
magic, that each and every one of  us embodies; your magic starts deep within yourself, your heart, the “why” you quilt; it then flows through 
to your brain, the “how” you quilt and finally through your hands, to “create” the unique art form of  a quilt or quilted object. Step back and 
look at quilts one day and open you mind of  what you are really seeing. Pretty magical indeed!

Hotel reservations can start being made after September 1, 2011; call 1-800-EMBASSY. You will want to stay in the spacious 2-room suites, 
(cooked breakfast included!) as there will be much to do after hours. Check our convention website for code to use when making reservations 
(at the time of  this newsletter, the block code was not yet available from Embassy Suites Hotel).

So gather up your quilting wizard friends and plan your trip to the village of  La Vista to attend classes at ThimbleThreads Academy, July 
26-29, 2012. Stay tuned, there is more to come; so….“Let the Magick Begin!” Patricia Susan Joyce Varner, Headmistress 

ThimbleThreads Academy, “Quilt Magick”, QNE 2012

NSQG President 
Susan Weber and 

QNE Chair 2011 
Sue Tillmans 

Photos from QNE 2011,
submitted by Mandy Sievers

QNE 2011 Committee 



ARAPAHOE
Wagner’s Quilts & Conversation

New Location!! (2 1/2 blocks E of  Subway)
404 Chestnut

Arapahoe, NE 68922
308-962-8458

www.wagnersquiltsandconversation.com
wagnersquilts@live.com
Mon-Fri 9 - 6; Sat 9 - 4

FULLERTON
Calico Annie’s Quilt Shop
210 Broadway - PO Box 661

Fullerton, NE 68638
308-536-2925

www.calicoanniesquiltshop.com
calicoannie@qwestoffice.net
Mon-Fri: 9 - 5; Sat: 9 - Noon

CAMBRIDGE
Cottage Inspirations

710 Nasby St.
Cambridge, NE 69022

308-697-4000
www.cottageinspirations.com

cottage@cottageinspirations.com
Tues-Fri 11 - 5:30; Sat 10 - 4

Quilt Shops & Related Businesses

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

HEMINGFORD
Pat’s Creative

7355 Gage Road
Hemingford, NE 69348

308-487-3999
www.patscreative.com

fabricfun@bbc.net
Mon-Fri 10 - 5; Sat 10 - 4

Quilting Cottons, Flannels, Batiks, 
Notions, Books, Buttons, Patterns

HOLDREGE
Quilter’s Delight

323 West Ave.
Holdrege, NE 68949

308-995-2728
www.quiltersdelight-nebraska.blogspot.com

quilter@atcjet.net
Mon-Wed & Fri 9:30 - 5:30;

Thurs till 7; Sat till 4

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Submitted by  Maureen Ose, Communications Coordinator IQSCM and Information from the NSQG web site -www.nsqg.org

PAWNEE CITY
Heavenly Treasures, Inc.

700 9th St.
Pawnee City, NE 68420

402-852-2270
www.heavenlytreasurespc.com

heavenly4125@yahoo.com
Mon - Fri 10 - 5, Sat 10 - 3

PETERSBURG
The Roost - Quilt Retreat Center

1348 Beaver Valley Road
Petersburg, NE 68652

402-386-5558
mbwag@gpcom.net
Available for groups 
January to October

YORK
The Quilt Basket
718 Lincoln Ave.
York, NE 68467

402-362-5737
www.thequiltbasket-york.com
info@thequiltbasket-york.com

Mon-Fri 9:30 - 5:30;
Thurs till 7; Sat 9:30 - 3

Great Fabrics, Kits and Notions
ADVERTISING OPPORTUNITY

Your  shop  can  run  an ad listing, such  as  these,  for   $35 per  year.  Contact   the    NSQG   Newsletter 
Editor, Betz McMahon at 402-529-3543 or betzmc@cableone.net to add your shop to these listings.

Check out  IQSCM upcoming events at www.quiltstudy.org/visit_us/events.
Location: 1523 North 33rd St, Lincoln, Nebraska.  Hours:  Tuesday - Saturday 10 - 4 pm, Sunday 1 - 4 pm.  402-472-6549

A listing of  IQSCM’s events:

 April 8 - October 2, Exhibition Showcases Nebraska Quilts and Quiltmakers.   Exhibit features quilts from the award  
 winning book of  the same title - Curator Carolyn Ducey.
 May 28 - January 8, 2012, Elegant Geometry: American & British Mosaic Patchwork Exhibition.  Bridget Long,  
 British quilt historian, curates an in-depth look at the international variety of  intricately cut and constructed quilts   
 based on paper templates pieced textiles. 
 August 23, Noon, Tuesday Talk: “Chinese Mosaic Patchwork”, Marin Hanson. 
 September 11, 1:30 - 4:30, Workshop: “Tessellations & Variations: Creating One and Two Patch Quilts”, Barbara   
 Caron, Assistant Director & Quilting Author. 
 September 18, 2:00, Public Lecture: “Nebraska Quilts & Quiltmakers”, Dr. Patricia Crews, IQSCM Director
 September 24, 9 - 3:30, Workshop: “Feathers and Foliage: An appliqué Workshop”, Kriss Moulds
  September 27, Noon, Tuesday Talk: “Planning and Designing the Exhibition Yvonne Wells: Quilted Messages”    
 Jonathan Gregory, IQSCM Assistant Curator of  Collections
 October 1, 10 - 12 or 2 - 4, Workshop: “American Girls Discover Geometric Shapes in Quilts”, Sheila Green
 October 25, Noon, Tuesday Talk: “The Art & Science of  Patchwork Tessellations”, Barbara Caron
Details on these events can be found on IQSCM’s online event calendar at the website listed above.   More Public tours have 
been added due to the interest and commitment of  our wonderful volunteers.  Public tours of  the exhibition each day Tuesday-
Saturday at 11:00 am and Saturday at 1:00 pm.   The museum is offering scheduled tours for small groups who will be taken into 
the care and conversation laboratory for a close up look at rare textiles and to learn about quilt care, guided by a museum curator.  
Check the website for more details about these tours.
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Quilting Events
September 17, 2011
Sew What’s New and Crafty Quilters are hosting Scott Beaver of  Manitoi Springs, CO on Saturday, September 17th for a trunk show from 
10 am to 12 noon and a hands on workshop from 1:30 - 5 pm at the Franklin County Fairgrounds in Franklin, Nebraska.  Pre-registration is 
required for the workshop.  For more information call Sew What’s New at 308-425-3055.  

September 17 - 18, 2011
Heritage Needlework Guild Annual Quilt show will be held at the Bethel United Church of  Christ with the featured quilter being 
Shelly Burge.  There will be a Raffle Quilt, Silent Auction, Mini Raffle, New and Antique Quilts.  The church is located at 2400 Central Ave. 
Nebraska City, NE.  The hours are September 17th 9-5 and September 18th 10-4.  If  you have any questions, please contact Donna Stratker, 
448 South 62 Road, Nebraska City, Nebraska 68410, 402-873-4584, dstratker@windstream.net.  

Through September 29, 2011
Color Outside the Lines is the fourth annual exhibit from Harmonics, a fabric arts group including Judy Lane, Lois Wilson, Zita Schneider, 
Marty Eischeid and Margrethe Ahlschwede, in the Classroom Gallery of  the Bernina Sewing Studio, 1500 Pine Lake Rd., Suite 12, Lincoln, 
Nebraska, 402-423-3108, during store hours.  Exhibit open and free to the public.

October 7, 2011 - February 26, 2012
Yvonne Wells: Quilted Messages exhibit will showcase the narrative pictorial quilts of  the Alabama folk artist.  This exhibit will be at 
IQSCM.  With subject matter and themes ranging from civil rights in the South to the Biblical Ten Commandments.  Well’s quilts provide a 
though provoking visual experience.  Ms. Wells will visit the IQSCM in early November, details of  programming to be announced soon.

October 5 to November 21, 2011
“The Fiber Funatics” exhibit will be in the Classroom Gallery of  the Bernina Sewing Studio, 1501 Pine Lake Road, Suite 12, Lincoln, 
Nebraska, 402-423-3108, during store hours.  Free and open to the public.  Join us for our Opening Reception will be held Sunday, October 
9th from 2 - 4 pm.  The Fiber Funatics are a group of  fun loving fiber artists from Eastern Nebraska.  We sponsor an award for the Nebraska 
State Fair and were involved with the Surface Design Techniques demonstrations at National Quilting Day 2011.  If  you have questions, 
please contact Sheila Green at 402-483-0453.

October 13, 2011
Think Pink CeleBRAtion,  an event for breast cancer awareness sponsored by Plum Creek Quilters Guild and Tri-Co Hospital of  Lexington 
will be held at the Holiday Inn Express in Lexington.  Doors open at 6:30 pm with the program beginning at 7 pm.  A style show and auction 
of  creative Bra Art will be held.  The “Think Pink Boutique” will feature items hand-made by Guild members.  Proceeds of  the auction will 
go to Eppley Breast Cancer Research.  Questions?  jhibbs@atcjet.net or Jan at 308-785-2652.

October 21 - 22, 2011
Quilt Your Way To The Stars will be presented by the Cottonwood Quilters.  Our 2011 show will once again be held at Bethany Lutheran 
Church, 4200 North 204th St. in Elkhorn, Nebraska.  The hours are Friday 9-8 pm and Saturday 9-5 pm.  This year’s featured quilter is 
Suzanne Earnest of  Elkhorn.  Approximately 300 quilts and fabric art works will be on display.  Other features include:  Raffle Quilt, Silent 
Auction, Vendors, Mini-Raffle, Scissor Sharpening, Country Kitchen and Demonstrations.  Admission is Adults - $6, Seniors - $5, Children 6-
12  - $1 and 5 and Under is free.  Plenty of  free parking.  Handicap Accessible.  For additional information contact either Cheryl Christensen, 
402-431-9293, cheryl.cc@cox.net or Kevin Currin, 402-431-9293, kevincurrin@cox.net or visit our website at www.cottonwoodquilters.org.  

October 11 - 13, 2011
Fiber Arts In Bloom Quilt Show At Lauritzen Gardens  With the weather turning warm, most of  us are spending time in our gardens 
– the perfect place to get inspiration for a Botanical Quilt entry in the 2011 Lauritzen Garden Quilt exhibit.  The quilt show will be in 
conjunction with the fabulous annual indoor mum show. The theme of  your quilt must be BOTANICAL.  This is a broad category that 
will include florals, landscapes, wildlife if  in a botanical setting, trees, leaves, mountains, seascapes etc. If  in doubt, enter it anyway. Any 
technique, hand or machine, old or new. Sizes from mini to queen.   All submissions must be received online by October 1, 2011.  Volunteers 
will receive free admission to the show and the entire garden the day they volunteer.  You may offer your quilt for sale; a 25% commission fee will apply.  
This is a great opportunity for you to show off  your skills as well as generate income for more fabric!  There were a lot of  requests from 
attendees last year wanting to purchase finished products.  We sold over 40 quilts! We are planning on greatly increasing our consignment 
space to meet this demand.  Consignment space will be available for any type of  high quality fiber art with a minimum sale value of  
$40.00. A 25% consignment fee will be paid to Lauritzen Gardens on each item sold. Consignment items do not have to be botanical.  In 
addition to the quilts sold last year, there were a lot of  requests for seasonal items –table runners, wall hangings, tree skirts, etc.  Use your 
imagination, have fun – we would love to help you turn your talents into profits!  The Lauritzen Garden Guild reserves the right to refuse 
items.  USE YOUR BEST FABRICS AND BEST WORKMANSHIP.   Questions? Anne@fiberartsinbloom@gmail.com or  Lauritzen 
Gardens: 402-346-4002 EX. 221.  More information will be in the August newsletter.

March 17, 2012
National Quilting Day 2012  will be held Saturday, March 17th at the International Quilt Study Center & Museum.  Our steering 
committee is making plans for next years’ event.  We are pleased to announce that our sponsors will be the Lincoln Quilters Guild, the 
Nebraska State Quilt Guild, Handi Quilter and Sew Creative - Lincoln and Omaha!  Mark your calendars for an event you won’t want to 
miss.  More details will be coming.  Steering Committee: Sheila Green, Chair, Shirley Chaffin, Rebecca Schafer, Carolyn Garner, Barbara 
Caron (IQSCM Liaison) and Sandra Kosch (NSQG Liaison). 
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NEBRASKA STATE FAIR COUNTY QUILT BLOCK PROJECT NEARS COMPLETION
This year at the 2011 Nebraska State Fair, which starts August 26 and runs through Sept. 5th, the completed Nebraska State Fair 
County Quilt Blocks will be on display.  
This project started when the State Fair Board wanted a project that would exemplify the diversity of  all 93 counties in our state, 
and be a special celebration of  the move to the new state fair location in Grand Island.  I was contacted by Dr. Elizabeth Birnstihl, 
UNL Extension Dept, for advice about how quilters could be found in all the counties in Nebraska, and the form these quilt blocks 
would take.  I volunteered to help coordinate this project by writing the directions, finding volunteer quilters in each county to make 
the blocks, and helping distribute information and answer questions.
At the time I am writing this article (last week of  June), 50 blocks have been turned in.  More are coming.  Talented designers and 
quilters in all corners of  Nebraska have incorporated historical events, landscape views, maps of  their county, famous residents 
or buildings, and festivals into their individual blocks.  Those blocks – 24” square – are being framed individually, and the intent is 
for them to be on display at the Nebraska State Fair in Grand Island for many years to come.  They will be taken down and stored 
between fairs to prolong their life by preventing fading.
I used the NSQG Membership Directory as a beginning resource to find a quilter in each of  the 93 counties, but this project is 
NOT limited to NSQG members nor is it a project of  the Nebraska State Quilt Guild.  To my surprise, I discovered NSQG does 
not have any members in some of  these counties.  In McPherson County, when I finally found a quilter, I made the comment on 
the phone that I had a hard time finding a quilter in their county.  She was not surprised as there were only 400 people who lived in 
the entire county, so to find a quilter among those 400 people was not going to be easy!  
I hope each of  you consider attending  the Nebraska State Fair in Grand Island this year to see the completed and framed 93 blocks.  
You can also see the blocks that are turned in to date by going to two different online locations.

The Facebook site is: http://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.10150169170329090.312106.180849424089.  The Flickr photo 
album is located at: http://www.flickr.com/photos/61189182@N06/sets/72157626540608664/.  Be sure and click on each block 
to enlarge it so that you can see the detail on each.  
The designers and creators of  these blocks – some individual, some a team approach with anywhere from 2 to a small group of  
quilters being involved – did this totally as volunteers.  They donated their time, materials and vision to create these 93 depictions 
of  their counties.  They honor our state with their efforts and I hope they realize that these blocks will be enjoyed by many fairgoers 

for years to come.  
NOTE:  A number of  years ago, blocks from each county 
representing the county fair in that county were assembled by the 
Nebraska County Fair Managers Assn. into a quilt.  The resulting 
quilt from that project has been displayed at the State Fair several 
times, but belongs to the Nebraska County Fair Managers 
Association.  

Region II Gathering Held
The Region II Gathering was held at the College of  St. Mary’s on 
June 4th with around 80 in attendance.  Sandi McMillan and Laura 
Franchini   showed   some  of   their  quilts  and  talked   about   the 
influence of  NSQG on their quiltmaking educations, careers and 
quilting friendships.  Peg Pennell showed a large and interesting 
collection of  challenge and group quilts made by NSQG members.  
Sandi McMillan showed attendees an easy and interesting method of  
raw edge applique in the early afternoon.  Members attending were 
asked to try to bring someone who was a quilter but not a NSQG 
member, as a way to promote our state guild and hopefully recruit 
some new members.   A very  nice  lunch was served by College of  
St. Mary staff   and  was enjoyed by all.  Dee Acklie and Jocelynn 
Gray assisted with arrangements, and much thanks to NSQG 
members who donated their time to make this a memorable “Quilt 
Gathering!”

Region I Gathering To Be Held
The Region I Gathering will be holding a Quilt Gathering on 
September 24, 2011 in the Thayer County Ag Hall at the county 
fairgrounds in Deshler, Nebraska at 1:00 pm.  The program for 
the afternoon  will  be “Going Crazy for Crazy Quilting”.   The 
presenters will be Gloria Bernadt of  Hebron, Nebraska and Terri 
Melby of  Mankato, Kansas.

Gloria has received a blue ribbon in the Crazy Quilt category at the 
NE State Fair for the last three years.  She will talk about how to 
piece a crazy quilt block and then share ideas for traditional as well 
as modern methods of  embellishing it.  

Terri is a teacher of  silk ribbon embroidery and crazy quilting at 
Sew Country in Belleville, KS.  She will show some of  her crazy 
quilt projects.

There is no charge for the event and door prizes will be awarded.  
Attendees are welcome to bring their crazy quilts and/or other 
Show and Tell.  For further information contact Gloria at 402-768-
6662 or globernadt@hotmail.com.

Submitted by Sharon Clark & Gloria Bernadt



MEET  THE NSQG 2012 OFFICERS
Officer positions including  three  regional  directors  are voted  on at the Annual Meeting.   These  officers will bring their 
experience and passion to bear for the benefit of  all NSQG members in their efforts.  Welcome aboard,  I  am excited to be 
working with you.

President-Elect for 2012 will be Alice Cruz of  Omaha.  Della Alice Cruz learned to sew in 4-H and 
made most of  her clothes through high school.  Her first quilt was finished about 1978.  She continued 
to sew and make quilts  with  the influence of  teachers  and guilds for several years.  After they moved 
from Phoenix to Omaha in 1995, she had a library card and was on the mailing list at the Log Cabin 
Quilt Shop before she got her Nebraska driver’s license!  She joined the NSQG, then the Cottonwood 
Quilter’s Guild and was exposed to many new techniques, ideas and styles.  Her quilting style is best 
described as “more is better”.  Why use one fabric when you can use 20?  She does both hand and raw 
edge applique.  She enjoys both machine and hand quilting.  She loves color.  She dyes fabric and is currently on hiatus from 
traveling with DellaJane Hand Dyes, although she does trunk shows and dyeing workshops and a few local shows.  She owns a 
budding machine quilting business - DellaJane Quilting and is building an on-line sewing pattern business - Vintage DellaJane.  
She has held several volunteer positions for NSQG.  She is excited about being more involved.

Secretary for 2012 will be Debbie Krugman of  Grand Island.  She has been quilting for about 25 years.  She 
has 5 children and 9 grand-children, 2 who quilt!  Debbie is a member of  Prairie Pioneer Quilt Guild and has 
served as president.  She is a past member of  St. Paul Country Quilters, serving as secretary/treasurer.  Debbie 
has served as State Region One Representative.  She works as a Human Resource Tech.  Debbie keeps busy 
with church activities, guild, grandchildren, gardening, photography and an occasional camp/fishing trip.

Region I Director will be Kay Grimminger of  Grand Island.  Kay is a charter member of  the Prairie Pioneer 
Quilt Guild in Grand Island, where she also served as president.    Kay taught art in Colorado and the Grand 
Island Public Schools.  She finished her teaching career as coordination of  Gifted Education in the Grand Island 
School District.  She also loves the time spent with a small group of  quilting women, the Flatwater Floozies and 
they are always ready for the next adventure or idea.  Kay loves color, wearable art, creativity, baby ducks, art quilts 
and stepping out of  her box.  She is head over heels into embellishing everything that will stand still, and she is 
big time into felting.  Stand by for her next quest.  

Region II Director will be LaVonne Dunetts of  Omaha.   LaVonne has been sewing for most of  her life 
and quilting for 15 years.  She is past President of  the Omaha Quilter’s Guild and has served in many positions 
including Program Chair, Quilt Show Chair and Raffle Quilt Maker.  LaVonne has served as historian of  NSQG 
and was registrar for QNE 2002.  She is the mother of  two grown children and a wife of  30 years.  LaVonne is 
from Illinois and is a retired mechanical engineer.  She enjoys making bright modern quilts by machine.  

Region III Director will be Shirley LaVene of  Loomis.  Shirley has been married for 44 
years and lives on a farm.  They have one son and one grandson, which they cherish.  Richard 
and Shirley are both retired and fully enjoying it.  She is a member of  the Holdrege Prairie 

Quilt Guild.  She has been President twice and Treasurer once.  She has belonged to NSQG for around 18 
years an was a co-chair last year for QNE 2010.  

These five women will be joining the retained officer positions as follows:  President - Sandra Kosch of  
Shelby, Treasurer - Patty Young of  Grand Island, Region I Director - Gloria Bernadt of  Hebron, Region II Director 
- Laura Franchini of  Wisner, Region III Director - Esther Kleinkauf of  North Platte and   Susan Weber of  Lincoln will 
serve as Advisor.  Please make a point to get to know these ten quilters serving the NSQG membership, and give them your 
support and feedback.  Thank You!

CALL FOR BIDS- 2012 NSQG 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR

Bids are currently being accepted for the 2012 contract period 
of  January 1 through December 31, 2012.  Persons interested 
in submitting a bid must request a copy of  the specifications 
from the current President-Elect, Sandra Kosch.  Bids will be 
accepted until October 17th, 2011.  Bids can be sent to 355 S. 
Walnut St., Shelby, NE 68662, bk03935@windstream.net.

Submitted by Sandra Kosch, President-Elect 2012

Submitted by Sandra Kosch, President-Elect 2012
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ARDIS BUTLER JAMES, of  Stamford, CT, previously 
of  Chappaqua, NY, died July 7, 2011 at the age of  
85. Ardis was a native of  Nebraska 
and received a honorary Doctor of  
Humane Letters degree from Doane 
College in Crete, Nebraska in 2010.

Ardis was survived by her husband, 
Robert G. James of  Stamford CT, her 
daughter Catherine (Louis) Paglia of  
Greenwich CT, her son Ralph (Janice) 
James of  Swampscott MA, and her grandchildren 
Gregory James, Katherine James, Rebecca James, Samuel 
Paglia and Helen Paglia. She was preceded in death by 
her son, Robert G. James Jr. 

Ardis’ greatest passion in life after her family was her 
love of  quilting and fabric arts. She began collecting 
quilts in 1976 and, together with her husband, assembled 
an extensive and influential collection of  antique 
and contemporary quilts. In 1997, they donated their 
collection of  nearly 1000 quilts to the University of  
Nebraska-Lincoln and founded the International Quilt 
Study Center & Museum, known as Quilt House. The 
mission of  Quilt House is to collect, preserve, study, 
exhibit and promote discovery of  quilts and quilt-making 
traditions from many cultures, countries and times. 

Ardis was an active member of  the Mt. Kisco 
Presbyterian Church and was an elder in the Presbyterian 
Church for many years. Burial will be private. A 
memorial service will be held on August 24, 2011 at 
10 am at Mt. Kisco Presbyterian Church, Mt. Kisco, 
NY. In lieu of  flowers, donations may be made to Quilt 
House, International Quilt Study Center, University of  
Nebraska Foundation, 1010 Lincoln Mall, Suite 300, 
Lincoln, NE 68508. To leave online condolences, please 
visit www.cognetta.com.

A Night At The Museum...Destination Marseilles
This event was held April 30, 2011 and was sponsored by the FRIENDS of  the International Quilt Study Center & Museum.  

Our 108 guests  had an enjoyable evening as we raised about $4,500  to help support the 
museum!   The  silent  auction was very successful 
with    generous      donations       from       many      
local businesses  and   individuals   including   NSQG 
members Jo Baxter, Shelly Burge, Sheila Green, 
Dorothy Heidemann-Nelson, Kellie Kachek, Carol 
Kusek,  Sandi McMillan,  Kathy Moore,   Paulette  
Peters, Dianne Thomas, Peg Pennell, Diann Soren-
son and Sue Boyer.   Our donations ranged from 
vintage to new, a Singer Featherweight Sewing 

machine donated by Sally Campbell to  a  new  Bernina  
Sewing  Machine  donated  by  the Bernina Sewing Studio of  

Lincoln.   Laurent and Renee of  the Normandy French Creperie prepared delicious crepes for our guests.  Dr. Barbara Trout 
showed garments made by her fashion design students inspired by the Marseille quilts.  A 
highlight of  the evening was the cancan dance by students of  the Precision Dance Studio, 
Beatrice, Nebraska.  Guests painted their own wine glasses to take home as a souvenir of  
the    evening.      For   more
information about you 
can join FRIENDS, 
go to our website 
www.IQSCFriends.org.  We 
would love to have you be 
our “Friend!”  Merci!

Discover Nebraska Presentations
It’s back to school and back to Discover Nebraska presentations 
in the fourth grade classrooms!    Join  many  other  guilds who 
are presenting  in  their  communities.   Discover   Nebraska  is a 
supplement to the Social Studies curriculum as fourth graders learn 
about the history of  the state of  Nebraska through quilts.

The best way to learn more about how you can become involved is 
to attend a presentation.  The Lincoln Quilters Guild has a listing 
of  upcoming dates on their website www.DiscoverNebraska.org.  
You can learn more about how Discover Nebraska works as well.

For  additional  information or to  request a packet  that includes 
everything you need to get started contact Sheila Green, NSQG 
Education Chair at 402-483-0453 or sheilagreen@windstream.net.

 

Chintz Applique: From Imitation to Icon
This year’s library book, Chintz Applique: From Imitation to Icon, was 
provided by the  IQSCM at no cost to NSQG.  On March 30th, 
copies  were  mailed to Nebraska’s 293 public libraries.    Thirty 
libraries acknowledged receipt via “Thank You” post cards, notes 
or letters.  As  of   Mid-May,  the  book  had  been  added  to  the 
collection  of   29  out  of  the 55 Nebraska public libraries who 
participate in WorldCat, a global online catalog.
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Laurent of  the Normandy French Creperie 
visiting with guests.

Guests toasting the evening!
Cancan Dancers from Precision Dance, 

Beatrice, NE

Submitted by Sheila Green, 
FRIENDS of ISQC

Submitted by Sheila Green, NSQG Education Chair

Submitted by Barbara Caron, 2011 Library Project Chair
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The Seventh Annual Threads Across Nebraska is scheduled for October 7 & 8, 2011 at the Buffalo County Fairgrounds 
in Kearney, NE. The hours are Friday 9 to 6 and Saturday 9 to 4. Admission is $6 per adult and $3 for children under 12. The 
featured quilter this year is Jenny Raymond from Gothenburg. Her award winning clothing as well as some quilts will be on 
display.

The quilt request letters were sent out the first of  May for the guilds and groups that I had current contacts for. If  your group 
or guild has not received the request information, please contact LeAnne Killion at llkillion@gmail.com and I will get the 
information to you. We have plenty of  space this year so we are asking for an even number of  large and small quilts from the 
guilds.

With an event of  this size, the success of  Threads relies on the help of  volunteers. Volunteers are needed in the areas shown 
on the form above. Please fill it out and send it to or email LeAnne with your offer of  help!  Think about sharing your time 
with others in the demo area working on your projects. Some ideas are hand quilting, machine or hand appliqué, English paper 
piecing, paper piecing, beading, crazy quilting, etc. There are people out there that have no idea how to do some of  those things 
or do and still have questions about a technique. We can help inspire them to try new things!

Quilt and textile appraisals will be offered Saturday only at Threads from 9 to 4. Jan Sears, AQS Certified Appraiser of  Quilted 
Textiles, offers written appraisals for insurance purposes as well as consultation on age and history of  antique quilts. Quilts can 
be newly made or antique. There is a charge for written appraisals. To set up an appointment with Jan call her at 308-279-0163 
or email her at searsjanere@yahoo.com.

We have 29 vendors signed up so far for this year and a couple of  them are new to Threads Across Nebraska. Plan to come 
and enjoy the exciting weekend of  quilts and shopping. Make your hotel reservations; check the brochure posted on the NSQG 
website for hotel information and mention Threads for a discount!  We will have an area for guilds to sell tickets on their 
opportunity quilts. Each group is responsible for their own quilt rack for display and ticket takers. If  a couple of  guilds want to 
share the task that is okay with me. There will be tables available, I just need to know how many I need!

NEWS FLASH!!! Something new for Threads Across Nebraska this year is the opportunity to order a CD of  the show so if  
you can’t make it to Threads you can still enjoy all the quilts.  For those of  you that experienced the quilts first hand you can 
continue to enjoy them with a CD.   

Load up the car with friends, family and/or neighbors and visit us in Kearney.  Remember, Threads is the responsibility of  all 
of  us to make it successful!!  See you there!

October 7 & 8 - Threads Across Nebraska 2011 
- Kearney - Buffalo County Fairgrounds

Submitted by LeAnne Killion, Threads Chair
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Quilt History Day, Kearney 2011
“The Times In Which She Quilted: Historical Trends, Fads and 
Fabric Mania” was featured at Quilt History Day on Thursday, 
July 28 in Kearney in conjuction with QuiltNebraska 2011.  
This presentation featured Kriss Moulds and Barbara Pike and 
took the 50 participants on a day of  time travel.  Kriss teaches 
classes and does workshops for quilters across the country.  She 
is a National Quilting Association Certified Teacher having fun 
sharing historical events recipes, remedies and fascinating facts 
during her reproduction workshops.  Her favorite classes and 
lectures are those where she can relate the past to quilting of  
today.  Kriss is a volunteer at the IQSCM in Lincoln and is a 
developing quilt appraiser.  Barbara, a quilter of  many years, 
enjoys examining antique quilts and is currently honing her quilt 
appraisal skills at local events.  She, too, is a volunteer docent at 
IQSCM.  Barb works at UNL as an administrative assistant in 
the Department of  Statistics.  
This day of  time travel included dealing with quilts and fabrics 
from 1776 to 1840 noting that the four fabrics used were silk, 
cotton, wool, and linen.  Wool is possibly the oldest material 
used to make man-made fabric in the U.S.  Kriss and Barbara 
used questions to spark interest and gain input from the 
audience.  For example, one question was, “How did patriotic 
women help disrupt the trade cycle with England during the 
Colonial and Revolutionary War time period?”  The answer 
was, “Women made homespun thread to make their own 
clothes thus restricting import of  goods.” One piece of  trivia 
was that Hannah Slater was the first woman to receive a U.S. 
patent in 1793. She was the wife of  Sam Slater who built the 
first spinning factory.  By 1813, all four steps of  the factory 
system were integrated in the Lowell Factory System including 
spinning, weaving, dying, and printing of  fabrics all under one 
roof. A quite interesting museum in Lowell, MA details this 
time in history.  By 1815 there were 140 cotton manufacturers 
within 30 miles of  Providence, RI.  130,000 spindles were 
operating and 26,000 hands were employed.  The time before 
the Civil War included many Chintz fabrics and quilts.  Women 
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made this expensive cloth go further by cutting out pieces and 
appliqueing them onto other fabric. By 1846 with the Westward 
Expansion, many quilts were now in blocks rather than medallions. 
Red and Green quilts became popular.  By the 1860’s, 111,000 
women owned home model sewing machines costing $75. The 
installment plan thought of  by Issac Singer made these machines 
easily accessible to women. 
Throughout the day, Kriss and Barbara showed examples of  
Yankee Puzzle, Kansas Troubles, Courthouse Steps, Log Cabin, 
and the Crazy Quilt blocks.  Kriss and Barbara shifted focus 
from specific time periods to Quilt Movements.  The movements 
included Civil War Quilts, Crazy Quilts, the Victorian Age where 
more was better, Colonial Revival (20’s and 30’s) where less is 
more, WWI time period quilts, the Depression Years including 
the Sears Contest of  1933, the 1950’s through 1970’s where quilt 
documentation and preservation was becoming important, and 
the Bicentennial Quilts. Red Cross quilts during WWI were used 
as fundraisers and were often red and white. WCTU (Women’s 
Christian Temperance Movement) quilts were often blue and 
white. One interesting fact shared was that the 1933 Sears 
Contest winning quilt went to Eleanor Roosevelt. It has since 
disappeared.   Of  course more fabric choices became available 
including Rayon (1910), Acetate, Nylon (1939), Acrylic (1953), 
Polyester, and Spandex (1959.)  Kriss and Barbara reminded us 
that Ginny Beyer won the Bicentennial Contest with her “Ray of  
Light” quilt. Those attending Quilt History Day were encouraged 
to do web site exploration to learn more about familiar names 
like Ruby McKim, Marie Webster, Aunt Martha, Nancy Cabot, 
Rose Krestlinger, Ruth Findley, etc.  A participant shared that 
there is still a flour mill in Juanita, NE that sells flour in sacks!  
Kriss and Barbara definitely kept the attention of  the participants 
throughout the day with their historical trivia, quilt blocks, 
questions/answers, fabric choices through the decades, “what was 
happening in the bedroom” information and much more.  Thank 
you, ladies for a most interesting Quilt History Day in Kearney in 
conjuction with QNE 2011.

Submitted by Susan Weber, NSQG President


