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The magick of  the holiday season is behind us with 

the promise of  a fun-filled year ahead. The staff  of  
ThimbleThreads Academy is hard at work conjuring 
up “magickal” classes and activities for all to enjoy 
for this year’s QuiltNebraska 2012, “Quilt Magick” at 
the La Vista Conference Center in La Vista, Nebraska,   
come July 26-29, 2012!

If  you need something to do while anxiously awaiting your owl to deliver your 
invitation to attend school in early April 2012, take a look at the convention 
website and behold, the Friendship Block and Friendship Exchange project 
are now posted. They are both easy to make and fun to do. See http://
www.quiltne2012.org/Site/pdf/Magic%20Wands%20Exchange%20Block.pdf for the 
block and project. How are you coming along with your challenge piece and/or 
your Halloween/Fantasy item for the display? See http://www.quiltne2012.org/
halloween.htm for more info and to register your item! 

Now is the time to renew or start up your Nebraska State Quilt Guild 
Membership for 2012. See http://nsqg.org/MembershipForm2012.pdf to print off  
the form. How about giving a membership as a gift!

Speaking of  gifts, a unanimous donor has offered full tuition to QuiltNebraska 
2012 for a first time participant. This does not include hotel accommodations, 
just full registration for this year! Wow……if you know anyone who has never 
attended a QuiltNebraska (who is also a paid member) and is either intending 
to or wants to; please submit their name no later than April 1, 2012. A drawing 
will be held to see who wins this wonderful gift. Email their name to me: 
Headmistress@quiltne2012.org. 

Hotel reservations are now being taken and can be made online at http:
//www.quiltne2012.org/reservations.htm or by calling 1-800-Embassy; Group 
Code NQG. You won’t want to miss out on the after hour activities. Leave the 
housework behind and treat yourself to a weekend away from home with great 
friends, fun, food, and of course, “Quilt Magick”!

You will also want to add a day or two to perhaps attend Quilt History 
Day, on July 26, 2012 where Dr. Carolyn Ducey, Curator of Collections at 
the International Quilt Study Center & Museum will present the life and 
contributions of our four student houses, Nebraska Hall of Fame Quilters 
– Sarah Dillow, Ernest B. Haight, Louise Howey and Grace Synder. After 
lunch, if Mother Nature cooperates, you will be whisked away by Ollie the 
Trolley for an afternoon of cruisin’ down the Missouri River on the RiverCity 
Star Riverboat with a special guest “Meriweather Lewis” to tell of his adventures 

Continued on Page 4
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 . . .    President’s Message   . . .
Dear N.S.Q.G. Members,

The Nebraska State Quilt Guild is an amazing organization, isn’t 
it?  Over the years, I have proudly served on this Board and on its 
Committees.  As your President, I am trying to become familiar 
with all the history of  NSQG.  I have looked through and read the 
past files and records.  I read of  the projects and programs which 
NSQG supported, created, attempted, completed and achieved.  It 
also includes the names of  many members who have served in these 
“quilting adventures” and made them happen.  
With the New Year, you will read the new names listed on the NSQG 
Board and Committees along with the remaining officers. Read this 
newsletter and note the many advertised quilting activities.  I hope you 
have the opportunity to attend some of  the sponsored NSQG events 
this year and get to know these new friends. We are such a diverse 
group---all ages, occupations, careers, talents and skill levels.  But we 
are united in one common factor---our love of  quilting. 

As I began quilting years ago, there were few quilting publications, 
quilting groups, television quilting programs, no computers nor 
internet and very few famous quilters.  Instead, every Thursday 
afternoon, I would spend with my Grandma.  She was my first quilting 
teacher.  She had patterns to share, templates which she had cut out 
of  cereal boxes (especially for the quilting of  the borders), advice 
and hints to help me quilt.  I fondly remember my first quilt top in 
her quilting frame with my little one in a walker --- walking under the 
quilting frame.  Grandma and I played peek-a-boo with that little girl.  I 
think her little head even touched the quilt when the frame had worked 
itself  loose.  What treasured memories…

How did you start quilting?  Who was your teacher?  Where did you 
learn to quilt?  What was your first  block/ project?  Think back and 
remember the beginning of  your quilting journey.  

As you reflect on it, I want you to think of  another that you could share 
quilting with…a child, grandchild, niece, nephew, friend, neighbor, a 
retiring individual or a new guild member?  There is someone out there 
waiting for your gift of  “quilting knowledge”.  How will you share 
your love of  quilting?  Could you encourage your quilt guild to host 
a “quilting workshop” for beginning quilters?  If  you answered YES, 
I would like to offer an idea to you.  I am willing to present a Trunk 
Show to your quilt guild, for a fee of  $50 plus mileage.  However, I 
would return or waive the $50 fee to the quilt guild, if  your guild can 
host a quilting workshop for a beginning group of  
quilters within six months of  my Trunk Show.  It 
could be a handful or a roomful of  young, retired 
or in-between individuals who want to learn how to 
quilt.  I hope to hear from you soon!

Nebraska State Quilt Guild
Board of Directors

Sandra Kosch                                  President
355 S Walnut St.                   Shelby, NE 68662
402-527-5676          bk03935@windstream.net

Alice Cruz                              President-Elect
15337 California St.             Omaha, NE 68154
402-498-2793                   alice@dellajane.com

Debbie Krugman                             Secretary
310 E 6th                    Grand Island, NE 68801
308-380-6573               quilt_debbie@live.com

Patty Young                                     Treasurer
2718 Pinewood Dr.      Central City, NE 68826
308-624-2038            young.pat44@gmail.com 
Gloria Bernadt (2nd yr)        Region I Director
122 Lawrence Rd.               Hebron, NE 68370
402-768-6662            globernadt@hotmail.com

Kay Grimminger (1st yr)      Region I Director
2712 Sunnybrooke Rd GrandIsland, NE 68801
308-382-8217                  kgrimmin@esu10.org

Laura Franchini (2nd yr)      Region II Director
PO Box 565                          Wisner, NE 68791
402-529-3288            lfranchini77@gmail.com

LaVonne Dunetts (1st yr)     Region II Director
206 S 95th St.                      Omaha, NE 68114
402-399-8299                        ldunetts@cox.net

Esther Kleinkauf (2nd yr)  Region III Director
901 Tomahawk Rd       North Platte, NE 69101
308-532-1401               toshindo715@msn.com

Shirley LaVene (1st yr)      Region III Director
73660 D Rd                         Loomis, NE 68958
308-876-2546                    rslavene@atchet.net
308-991-2795

Susan Weber                                       Advisor
2425 Folkways Blvd Apt 329     Lincoln, NE 68521
402-438-4753             susanjweber4@yahoo.com
402-641-4675

Membership  in   NSQG   is   open   to  all 
individuals.  New members will continue to be 
welcomed at any time.  Memberships run from 
January 1st through December 31st.  Dues are 
$25.00   per   year.  Please send all change of 
address information and dues to Darice Cecil:

Darice Cecil         Membership Chair NSQG
2625 Rathbone Rd.             Lincoln, NE 68502 
402-476-9124                      dcecil@neb.rr.com

©Nebraska State Quilt Guild

May you find time to quilt today! 
Sandra K. Kosch

NSQG 2012 President2

www.nsqg.org
Visit our web site and keep current 

on the state guild’s  events
and news.



Submitted by Betz McMahon, NSQG Newsletter Editor

You have a wonderful opportunity to advertise if  you own a quilt related 
business; one that can reach an audience state wide.  The  NSQG  newsletter  
is  published  six times a year to members across the state of  Nebraska.

NSQG is pleased to offer  advertising  opportunities  to  you.     There are two 
versions of  advertising available to you: 1) listing ads and 2) graphic ads.  The 
cost of  the listing is based on an annual basis and will be $50.00 for the year. 
You may opt for this ad at any time during  the  year  and your ad will run in 
every 2012  issue  after  we receive payment for your listing ad.  See page 6 of  
this newsletter for a sample of  this listing.  

The other version of  advertising we offer is a graphic/display ad format.   
This type of  ad runs on issue basis only.  Rates for these ads are listed below.  
Details on when, what and how to submit your ad requests are found in the 
left column of  this page.  

BOARD MINUTES
Guild members should check the NSQG web 
site for the current and past board minutes 
at www.nsqg.org or contact NSQG Secretary 
LeeAnn Meduna at meduna@gtmc.net for 
additional information.

NSQG ADVERTISING OPPORTUNITIES
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Nebraska State Quilt Guild
Newsletter / Advertising

We   invite  the  submission of   previously un-
published       documents       and        personal 
correspondence from our readers.  We reserve 
the right to publish, in whole or in part, any 
letters or submitted articles we receive.  While 
we cannot accept responsibility for unsolicited 
material, we would be happy to return it   to  its   
author   if   a stamped,   self-addressed envelope 
is included.

The NSQG newsletter is published six times 
a year.  Publication deadline is the 15th of  the 
months of    February,   April,  June,  August,  
October,  and December.    Articles  are due 
to the   editor   by   the   25th  of   the  previous 
publication month:  

        February 25th for April 15th Issue
        April 25th for June 15th Issue
        June 25th for August 15th Issue
        August 25th for October 15th Issue
        October 25th for December 15th Issue

The  editor  reserves the right to accept or reject 
advertising requests.  Ads must be quilt related.  
Advertising  must be submitted by  the 20th 
of  each    previous   publication     month,    i.e.  
February 20th  for  the  April  publication:  

        February 20th for April 15th Issue
        April 20th for June 15th Issue
        June 20th for August 15th Issue
        August 20th for October 15th Issue
        October 20th for December 15th Issue

Camera ready ads  must  be either jpegs, tiffs, 
or psd (Photoshop)  files.  If  you  don’t  have  
a camera ready ad, please contact the editor to 
contract an ad design.   Check with the editor for 
ad rates and sizes available.  Ads are placed on a   
space  available basis.     All    ads    must    be pre-
paid.  Please make your check payable to NSQG.     
Mail payment with ad materials to the Editor.

Betz McMahon      Newsletter Editor NSQG
PO Box 865                         Wisner, NE 68791          
402-529-3543                betzmc@cableone.net
                                     



Threads Across Nebraska 2012
SAVE THE DATES!!!!!  October 12 & 13, 2012
Threads Across Nebraska
Guest Quilter Alice Torpin.  
We have 10 vendors signed up so far!  
Quilts - They are up to you!!!

I would love to have a contact person for each guild so I can make contact with them before the summer gets here.  It is so much 
easier to have the quilts lined up early instead of  doing it the week or two before Threads!  Please help me with this so we can 
have a wonderful show with a lot of  quilts.  Remember it is a show representing the quilters of  the state.

Just as a side note...we had a profit of  over $6,500.  We need to pay sales tax out of  that yet for admissions, but a great big 
THANKS to everyone that helped make Threads Across Nebraska 2011 a HUGE SUCCESS!!!!   

Mark your calendars for October 12th & 13th at the Buffalo County Fairgrounds in Kearney.  If  anyone would like to help with 
some aspect of  the show, please contact LeAnne Killion at 308-440-8867 or llkillion@gmail.com.

navigating his keel boat on the river and his explorations of the region. Oh yes, there will be dessert served aboard 
as well – yum! A very nice way to spend a lazy afternoon!

What about shopping you say? Well, save those gold, silver and copper coins for the wide variety of unique 
merchants you will find at Quilters Alley. Also if you are game for a night owl excursion, 
hop on Ollie the Trolley for “Midnight Mischief”, a late night shop hop, Friday night after 
the banquet. I hear there will be lots of magick and fun the Prefects are planning for both 
activities. 

Finally, have you picked your choices for which house you would like to belong? Do you 
have some of the similar characteristics of our famous Quilt Wizards? Keep in mind, we 
will ask for your first, second and third choices, just like your class selections.

I would like to personally thank the school staff for all their continued hard work to bring 
the guild membership a great convention. Watch your emails for updated informational 
blasts, and check the website often for its updates. If you would like to volunteer to help, let 
me know. 
“Let the Magick Begin” 

Continued from Page 1
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“Magic of  the Rose” Raffle Quilt 2012 has been in California where it was entered in the Road to California Quilt Show.  That 
show was January 19th through the 22nd.  Once it is back in Nebraska  
the plan  is to show it at a couple area quilt retreats in February.  On 
March 17th we are looking forward to National Quilting Day that is held 
at IQSCM in Lincoln.  There are only 160 raffle tickets left!!!!  Tickets 
and note cards are available from Quilt Mom Connie Jensen.  If  you 
would like to display the quilt and have raffle tickets available for sale, 
contact Connie Jensen.  The drawing for the quilt will be at QNE 2012 
in LaVista on July 28, 2012.  Connie Jensen can be reached at: 8460 36th 
Ave., Columbus, NE 68601, 402-563-4123, cbjensen@frontiernet.net.    

Submitted by Connie Jensen, 2012 Raffle Quilt Mom

Magic of  the Rose Quilt Notecard

Submitted by LeAnne Killion, Threads Chair

Submitted by Headmistress Pat Varner, QNE2012 Chair  ThimbleThreads Academy, Quilt Magick, QNE 2012, www.quiltne2012.org



5

Progress has begun on the Governor’s Mansion Quilt Project, “Meadowlark Dance” by Shelly Burge.  Shelly is drafting the 
pattern.  Committee Chairpersons Merikay Gengenbach, Sheila Green and Sandra Kosch accompanied Shelly as we attemted to 
find to find the perfect fabric for this project.  Piecing of  the quilt top will be corrdinated by Shelly Burge with NSQG friends.  
Merkikay Gengenbach has generously offered to hand quilt this special quilt.

GOVERNOR’S MANSION QUILT PROJECT, “MEADOWLARK DANCE”

Submitted by Susan Weber, NSQG Advisor 2012 and Susan Cook, Park Ranger Homestead National Monument of America

Submitted by Susan Weber, NSQG 2012 Advisor

Submitted by Sandra Kosch, NSQG 2012 President

2011 MEMORIAL GIFT DONATIONS
NSQG has an annual Memorial Fund of  $250 per year, which is donated to a worthy charity in the names of  members, past 
and present, or NSQG award recipients, who have passed away during the year.  At the January 21, 2012 board meeting, the 
board voted to give the 2011 Memorial Fund donation of  $250 to the International Quilt Study Center & Musuem in an area 
of  greatest need.  Names being memorialized for 2011 include Lois Gottsch, Doris Von Seggern, Ardis James, Beverly Jae 
Spellman(2005) and those unknown.  

Submitted by Sandra Kosch NSQG 2012 President

MOJO DEFINITION
Thanks to one NSQG member who brought to my attention the fact that I did not define “mojo” in my President’s Message for 
the December 2011 newsletter.  According to Dictionary.com, mojo has three definitions.

1.  an amulet, charm, or magic spell;  2.  the art of  casting magic spells;  3.  uncanny personal power or influence

When Katy Coleman used mojo in her quilt lecture in Auburn, I believe she intended for the definition to be the magic one 
finds in quilting.  Katy notes, “... I also referenced this word as meaning the things that bring MOre JOy to quilting”.  To me, it 
also implies one’s personal power or influence (or skill) within the quilt world.  We all have our own skill sets or preferences or 
activities that bring magic into our quilt creations.  That is what I was attempting to explain in my article.  Apologies for using 
the word over 15 times.  Thanks, though to those of  you who actually did read the article!

Homestead Act National Monument Quilt Coming To Life
Dorchester NSQG member Jan Stehlik’s winning design for the 150th Anniversary Quilt is coming to life.  On December 
28th, 2011 Sharon Clark of  Auburn and Susan Weber of  Lincoln drafted the pattern from Stehlik’s design. On January 2nd, 
2012, a half  day was spent picking out the fabrics and on Sunday, January 8th, Clark, Weber, and Gloria Bernadt of  Hebron 
cut out the fabrics making block kits for the nine center blocks.  President Sandra Kosch has done the wild rose block with her 
expert applique.  Clark and friends from Southeast Nebraska will be doing the applique lettering.  Bonnie Kucera of  Hickman 
will provide applique for the narrow blue rivers appearing on the side panels.  She will also produce the plough block.  Gloria 
Bernadt and friends in the Hebron, Geneva, and Edgar area have completed the Sod House block along with two others.  Stehlik 
and Vicky Skuodas of  Crete will produce the Cottonwood and Corn blocks.  Nebraska City and Southeast Nebraska NSQG 
members will piece the remaining blocks.

From the middle of  February until the anniversary celebration at Homestead Monument in Beatrice in April, the top and bottom 
borders will be pieced and the top stitched together.   The Homestead Act document will travel from Washington D.C. under 
security guard.  Anticipation attendance during the April celebration is about 5000 people from across the world.  Even President 
Obama has been invited for this exciting event.  Other NSQG members will have a chance to participate in the completion of  
the quilt as it is handquilted in Beatrice at Homestead National Monument of  America between May and end of  July.  

The quilt will be displayed at QuiltNebraska and then return for permanent display in the Visitor’s Center at the Monument.  The 
Homestead Act Quilt will be on display from April 25-May 28.  The actual special event will take place May 20-26, 2012.  The 
President may participate in the event on May 20.  The Homestead National Monument will be opening a new Quilt Discovery 
Experience on April 28th.  This is a series of  quilt blocks in full color vinyl wrapped around aluminum.  They will be found 
throughout the park.  



ARAPAHOE
Wagner’s Quilts & Conversation

404 Chestnut
Arapahoe, NE 68922

308-962-8458
www.wagnersquiltsandconversation.com

wagnersquilts@live.com
Mon-Fri 9 - 6; Sat 9 - 4

Home of  Larson Attic Quilt Patterns! 
Fresh new fabrics shine in the one-level, 
well-lit shop; 200+ quilt stencils in stock, 
quilt puzzles, DMC Floss, Jack Dempsey, 

Crab Apple Hill Embroiderys

Quilt Shops & Related Businesses

. . . . . . . . . . . . . 

HOLDREGE
Quilter’s Delight

323 West Ave.
Holdrege, NE 68949

308-995-2728
www.quiltersdelight-nebraska.blogspot.com

quilter@atcjet.net
Mon-Wed & Fri 9:30 - 5:30;

Thurs till 7; Sat till 4

PAWNEE CITY
Heavenly Treasures, Inc.

700 9th St.
Pawnee City, NE 68420

402-852-2270
www.heavenlytreasurespc.com

heavenly4125@yahoo.com
Mon-Fri 10 - 5, Sat 10 - 3

. . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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SHELBY
Karen’s Kollectibles LLC

Fabrics, Gifts and More
Shelby, NE 68662

402-366-9333
www.nebraskaantiques.com

Open Mon-Fri 10 - 3
$5.99/yard Flat Folds

2000+ Novelty Cottons, Flannels & 
Fleece

ADVERTISING OPPORTUNITY

Your  shop  can  run  an ad listing, such  as  these,  for  $50 per  year. As an extra bonus you will receive a listing 
in the membership book and be listed on the NSQG website under the Quilt shop tab with a short description of  
your store and a link to your website. Contact   the    NSQG   Newsletter Editor, Betz McMahon at 402-529-3543 
or betzmc@cableone.net to add your shop to these listings.

Check out  IQSCM upcoming events at www.quiltstudy.org/visit_us/events.
 Location: 1523 North 33rd St, Lincoln, Nebraska.  Hours:  Tuesday - Saturday 10 - 4 pm, Sunday 1 - 4 pm.  402-472-6549

A listing of  IQSCM’s events:

 Through February 26, “Yvonne Wells: Quilted Messages” exhibition showcases the narrative pictorial quilts of    
 Alabama folk artist, Yvonne Wells.  With subject matter and themes ranging from civil rights in the South to the   
 Biblical Ten Commandments and going home, Wells’ quilts provide a thought provoking visual experience.
 January 6 - July 29, 2012, “Tribute to Ardis James” Ardis James loved quilts and all things about quiltmaking.  Her  
 legacy will live on in many ways, including one of  her primary passions, the International Quilt Study Center   
 & Museum.  Since the original donation of  the Ardis and Robert James Collection in 1997 and the establishment of   
 the IQSCM, Ardis remained actively informed of  and involved in the workings of  the center until her passing in   
 July 2011.  This exhibition will feature quilts donated in her honor by many of  today’s leading studio quilt artists.
 January 13 - December 2, 2012, “What’s in a Name - Inscribed Quilts” A small number of  quiltmakers in the past  
 inscribed their work with names, dates, locations and sentimental phrases that expressed friendship, personal values  
 and interests, helped to raise funds to support religious or social organization or simply left a lasting legacy of  the   
 maker’s life.  “What’s in a Name? reveals the amazing stories that we can discover by researching and tracing
 clues found in the words inscribed by the makers on these extraordinary quilts of  yesteryear.
 February 28, Noon, Tuesday Talk: “Planning and Designing the Jean Ray Laury: Getting It all Together”, Exhibition  
 Curator Marin Hanson and Assistant Curator Jonathan Gregory. 
 March 2, 2012 - September 2, 2012, “Jean Ray Laury: Getting It All Together”, Using quilts and an extensive array  
 of  archival materials, this exhibition examines the significant impact of  Jean Ray Laury, a leader in the California art  
 quilt movement.  Beginning in the 1960’s, she created provocative images from a feminist viewpoint in her quilted,   
 felted, and screen-printed textiles, inspiring other artists to likewise adopt a political stance in their work.  She   
 also authored a series of  books that stimulated a whole generation of  quiltmakers and artists that followed her.      
Details on these events can be found on IQSCM’s online event calendar at the website listed above.   More Public tours have 
been added due to the interest and commitment of  our wonderful volunteers.  Public tours are available of  the exhibition each 
day Tuesday-Saturday at 11:00 am and Saturday at 1:00 pm.   The museum is offering scheduled tours for small groups who will 
be taken into the care and conversation laboratory for a close up look at rare textiles and to learn about quilt care, guided by a 
museum curator.  Check the website for more details about these tours.



Quilting Events
March 9, 2012
“Fabric of  Our Lives...Spiritual Lessons Through Quilting” retreat at Knowles Mercy Center, 2304 Campanile Rd., Waterloo, 
NE,  will be held March 9, 2012 from 9 to 1 pm.  For more information, please contact Lisa Tjaden at 402-359-4288.

March 17, 2012
On National Quilting Day 2012  will be held Saturday, March 17th, our third annual FREE community event at the 
International Quilt Study Center & Museum in Lincoln, Nebraska.  Once again, our visitors will enjoy free museum admission, 
demonstrations, lectures, and tours of  the galleries’ quilt exhibitions.  The museum will be open from 8 am to 4 pm.  We will 
have continuous demonstrations and lectures from 9 am to 3 pm on all three floors of  the museum. The event is organized and 
sponsored by the Lincoln Quilters Guild and the Nebraska State Quilt Guild.  Handi Quilter and Sew Creative of  Lincoln are our 
commercial sponsors, providing demonstrations throughout the day.   On the first floor, our very popular lectures will include: 

• The making of  the Nebraska State Quilt Guild Raffle Quilt by its makers (9:00 and 10:00) 
• Chris Taylor “Inspired by Fabric” (9:30 and 10:30)
• Diane Harris of  Quiltmaker Magazine (11:30 and 12:30)  
• Dr. Julia Reed, Physical Therapist (12:00 and 1:00)

The museum’s second floor will feature Surface Design Technique demonstrations given by a fiber arts group, friends and 
University of  Nebraska Graduate students.  You’ll have an opportunity to sign blocks and learn all about Quilts of  Valor.  Handi 
Quilter and Sew Creative will also provide demonstrations.  Museum guests will have an opportunity to tour the quilt exhibitions 
in the galleries, “Jean Ray Laury: Getting It All Together, Tribute to Ardis James, and What’s in a Name?  Inscribed Quilts.”

On the third floor, we are featuring demonstrations on hand sewing techniques and a hands-on activity, “Let’s Learn How 
to Piece a Quilt.”  Beginning quilters will have an opportunity to learn all the basics (cutting, machine piecing) from our 
volunteers.  Steering Committee: Sheila Green, Shirley Chaffin, Rebecka Schafer, Sandi Kosch, Barbara Caron, Carolyn Garner.  
Updates available at: Lincoln Quilters Guild website: www.lincolnquiltersguild.org and Nebraska State Quilt Guild website:  
www.nsgq.org. 

March 31, 2012
Region II Quilt Gathering will be held March 31st at 10:00 am at the United Methodist Church of  Christ in Wisner, NE, 916 
Avenue F.  Featured speakers will be Sandi McMillan, Katie Wilson, and Laura Franchini.  Come and have a “Quilt-tastic” time 
with us!  Your old fashioned church lady style luncheon and day of  entertainment, door prizes and fun will be $10.  Please bring 
a non-NSQG member or two if  you can to share the day! Contact Laura Franchini at 402-529-3288 or Lavonne Dunnetts at 
399-8299 for reservations.  

Left to Right; Carolyn Ducey, Sheila Green, Anita 
Dover, Pamela Mitchell, Bev Hillman, Marilyn 

Rembolt, Kristie Jarchow, Loretta Runestad

Project Friendship To Japan
Lincoln Quilters Guild is going “international!”  In July, Guild members were asked to make wallhangings for families in Japan 
that have evacuated due to damage by the tsunami, earthquake and nuclear reactors.  We were contacted by Nao Nomora, of  
Japan, (former Collection’s Care Manager at the IQSCM) and Pamela Mitchell (Ph.D. candidate doing research in Japan the past 

9 years), asking for our help.  A “Quilts for Community” work day was held at the 
International Quilt Study Center & Museum in July.  More wallhangings were made 
at home by members and friends.  The result (so far) is 78 wallhangings!  26 guild 
members and friends have participated in this project.  Most of  the wallhangings 
feature a damselfly motif.  In Japanese culture, the damselfly symbolizes “courage, 
strength and happiness.”  Those are exactly our wishes for families in Japan.

You might ask why quilted wallhangings, not quilts?  First, they are small, flat 
and can be easily sent to Japan by quilters.  Second, they are unique and can carry 
individual messages of  support, hope and friendship.  Third, they are lasting pieces 
of  art that can brighten the days of  recipients for years to come-and can be used or 

hung in a number of  places around the home.  Finally, this project gives creative outlet to quilters who may want to show their 
support.  Quilters from Hawaii, South Dakota and Lincoln have made wallhangings.  The 
goal is to distribute wallhangings to 400 families by the March 11, 2012, first anniversary 
of  the earthquake.  We presented wallhangings to Pamela at the International Quilt Study 
Center & Museum on December 10.  She shared stories of  giving the wallhangings to 
families and told us about the healing and rebuilding.  
If  you’d like to get involved, contact Sheila Green (402) 483-0453 for required size, theme, 
etc. Pamela Mitchell, Project Initiator from JapanSubmitted by Sheila Green
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NSQG Mission Statement
The   Nebraska  State   Quilt   Guild  is    a    non-profit    organization established  to perpetuate the art  of  quilt mak-
ing  and   its  heritage    while  encouraging   future  opportunities  through   growth,  education,   inspiration,  and 
fellowship.

NSQG 2012 AWARDS
The Nebraska State Quilt Guild is a dynamic and wonderfully talented group of  individuals, many who go unnoticed 
of  their accomplishments and would never ask or dream of  any recognition. 

With QuiltNebraska 2011 still fresh in our minds, now is the time, to honor such individuals and groups this year for 
their unselfish contributions to their guild and community. You know who they are so let’s make QuiltNebraska 2012 
Awards Ceremony a “magickal” and memorable event!  

It is time again to recognize them at this year’s QuiltNebraska in La Vista, Nebraska. The nomination form is included 
in this February 2012 newsletter; you can also find the form via the NSQG website. Additional documentation such as 
news articles, pictures, letters, etc. are encouraged to support the nomination. It is very important to include as much 
supporting evidence as possible as not all nominees win an award.  Nominees do not have to be NSQG members. If  
you have any questions about your nomination, please contact me. 

DEADLINE FOR NOMINATIONS IS APRIL 30, 2012. 
MAIL NOMINATION FORMS AND SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION TO: 

Cindy Scheinost, 
70455 CR 20, Scottsbluff, NE 69361

cws_quilts@yahoo.com

AWARD CATEGORIES
Hall of  Fame –  Lifetime achievement and significant contributions to the heritage and art of  quilts and quilt 

making for the State of  Nebraska.  No awards given in this area for 2011.

Golden Thread -  Consistent efforts and great contributions to the art of  quilt making.  The 2011 winners were 
Fay Kliewer, Omaha Quilters Guild.

Silver Thread -  Recent achievements and contributions to the art of  quilt making. The award was given in 
2011 to Elizabeth Sterns.

Radiant Star -  “Outstanding Deed Well Done!”  The 2011 winners were Linda Glisson and Sheila 
Beins.

Variable Star -  Recognizes a noteworthy individual’s contribution to the heritage of  quilt making.  No awards 
given in this area for 2011.

Friendship Star -  Recognizes “Bringing Friends Together”, is an automatic award given to chairperson(s) of  
QuiltNebraska and awarded the same year of  the convention that they chair; the countless 
hours of  planning and coordinating and endless list of  tasks to make our conventions 
wonderful and a memorable time. No nominations are required. The 2011 winner was Sue 
Tillemans.



NSQG MASTER LIST OF AWARD WINNERS
Hall of  Fame
Ernest Haight, Grace Synder, Mary Ghormley (1987); Nebraska Quilt Project (1990); Louise Howey (1991); Sara Dillow (1994); 
Quilt Preservation Project, Ardis and Robert James (1998); Lois Gottsch (2000); Paulette Peters (2002); Mildred Parker (2003); 
Patricia Cox Crews, Ph.D. (2006); Brenda Groelz (2008); Shelly Burge (2009)

Golden Thread
Wanda Dawson, Agnes Kleier, Joan Waldman (1987); Lois Gottsch, Alice Torpin (1988); Paulette Peters, Louise Howey (1989); 
Dorothy Boetner, Sara Dillow, Jan Stehlik, Patty Kennedy, Carol Uebner, Mildred Parker (1990); Shelly Burge, Sue Volkmer, 
Bertilla Conroy, St. Joseph Villa Auxiliary (1991); Diane Deahl, Eleanor Hunnel (1992); Sandra Anderson, Marion Fosler, 
Brenda Groelz (1993); Bea Bauerle, Hazel Meyers, Eleanor Roberts (1994); Dianne Thomas (1995); Joan Waldman, Marjean 
Sargent (1996); elinor peace bailey (1997); Susan Seidel, Lois Lant (posthumously) (1998); Jean Ang, Jean Ford (2000); Mona Jeanne 
Easter, E M Jorgenson, Judy McClure, Bonnie Miller, Stella Schaffert (2001); Alice Nekuda (2002); Sandi McMillan (2003); 
Esther Kleinhauf, Mary Richling (2004); Carol J. Falk, Ph.D. (2007); Sheila Green, Carol Kusek, Pat Sears (2008); Linda Maloley, 
Jo Morton, Chris Wiegers (2009); Janice Lippincott (2010); Fay Kliewer, Omaha Quilters Guild (2011)

Silver Thread
Judy McClure, Cheryl Nelson, Chris Dahlman, Judy Zinn (1987); Sara Dillow, Shelly Burge, Diane Harris (1988); Brenda Groelz, 
Pam Haas, Dianne Thomas (1989); Janee Dlugosh, Mona Jeanne Easter, Mildred Fauquet, Fay Kliewer, Janet Kugler (1990); 
Janet Phillips, Jenny Raymond, Mary Milligan, Pinky Clem (1991); June Vogltance, Kathy Murphy, Jean Ang, Janet Bamesburger 
(1992); Lynn Greer, Katie Wilson (1993); Pat Anderson, Nancy Dissmeyer, Kari Ronning (1994); Bonnie Kucera, Elaine Martin, 
Peg Pennell (1995); Nan Rippe (1996); The Corny Bunch, Laura Franchini, Sharon Rexroad Ericson (1997); Shirle Chaffin 
(1998); Janice Lippincott, Denice Henrickson (1999); Jenny Raymond, Julie Prescott (2000); Sara and Bryon Dillow (2001); 
Lana Jo Reffert, Ann Bade (2002); Roxann O’Hare (2003); Leah Sorensen Hayes (2005); Connie Olson, Louisa Renchen (2010); 
Elizabeth Sterns (2011)

Radiant Star
Frankie Best, Claudia O’Neill (1990); Jean Davie, Judy Lane, Brenda Groelz[2] (1991); Marjean Sargent, Jean Gausman 
(1992); Zelma Fobben, Corelia Threet (1993); Jo Baxter, Carleen Anderson, Sandy Yoder, Dianne Thomas (1994); Diann 
Sorenson, Jenny Raymond (1995); Mary Richling, Susan Richling, Alberta Martens (1996); Roni Vapenik, Nancy Dissmeyer, 
Sandi McMillan, Linda Winter (1997); Cindy Scheinost, Jan Sears (1998); Beatrice Quilters Guild, Sandy Anderson, Kathi 
Kinnaman, Connie Strope (1999); Mary Richling, Cindy Erickson, Jan Fry, Fay Kliewer (2000); Sue Boyer, Sharon Nejedly 
(2002); Merikay Gengenbach, Jenny Raymond, Gloria Hanna, Sandy Hanson, Brenda Kincaid (2002); Julie Burgess, Jan Fry, 
Jamie Scully, Ann Reimer, Jo Morton, Susan Weber, Sara Dillow, Judy McClure, Janet Kugler, Katie Wilson (2003); Katy Miller, 
Shirley Mykris (2004); Janee Dlugosh, Jeanne Stark, Diane Neff  (2005); Sue Boyer, Alice Nekuda, Ann Walker (2006); Cindy 
Hansen, Fay Kliewer, Jo Morton, Donna Stratker, Pam Thomas, Gail Zeller (2008); Barbara Engebretsen, Sandy Hanson, 
Cynthia Scheinost, Sandra Kosch, Peggy Bruns (2009); Marie Clark, Merikay Gengenbach, Shelia Green, The Lincoln Quilters 
Guild, Emily Snide, Katie Wilson (2010); Linda Glisson, Sheila Beins (2011)

Variable Star
Ruth Hanson, Minnie Rachow, Ruth Lippincott, Mary Weaver (1990); Marilyn Maurstad (1992); Barbara Herder, Mona Mueller 
(1993); Joan Biasucci, Roni Vapenik (1994); Esther Kleinkauf, Carole Samples, Chris Wiegers (1995); Sandi McMillan (1997); 
Rita Lukes, Mary Alyce Grow (1996); Janie Borg, North Platte 
Museum Quilters (1998); Marilyn Ernst (1999); Dee Augustin, 
Donna Stratker (2000); Marion Fosler (2001); Rita Jaworski 
(2002); Burnie Kratky, Arlene Badgley (2005); Marilyn Debban, 
Eileen Peterson (2006); Diane Swartzlander (2008); Sue Chaffee, 
Cathy Audley, Sharon Clark (2009)

Friendship Star
Carol Brandl, LeAnn Frobom, Fay Kliewer, Shirley LaVene, Barb 
Hinrichs (2010); Sue Tillemans (2011)

Special Recognition  Mary Obrist (posthumously) (1990)
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Ardis James (recently deceased), with her husband Robert, collected and donated the first 1000 quilts which provided the impetus 
for the establishment of  the International Quilt Study Center in 1997. Their vision and continuing generous support, made 
possible the new museum building, which opened in 2008. 

Many of  the artists who donated quilts to honor the memory of  Ardis James were in the early stages of  their careers when the 
Jameses first noticed their work and bought pieces for their personal collection.  A number of  the artists who generously donated 
works as a tribute to Mrs. James stated that the couple’s early encouragement was pivotal in their careers.

Establishing a career in any field of  art is challenging and can take years, if  not lifetimes, of  combining the creation of  art 
with the daily realities of  making a living. Studio quilters strove to identify themselves with the broader community of  artists 
represented in galleries, museums, and private collections, rather than with traditional quilters who made quilts for use as bed 
coverings in the home. The Jameses were keen collectors of  traditional antique American quilts, but as they became aware of  
the non-traditional quilts emerging from a cadre of  talented studio quilters in the last quarter of  the twentieth century, their 
collecting grew to include the works of  many contemporary art quilters.

Artists who contributed to the tribute are Sonya Lee Barrington, Pauline Burbidge, Dorothy Caldwell, Gayle Fraas and Duncan 
Slade, Wendy Huhn, Michael James, Ann Johnston, Judith Larzelere, Linda MacDonald, Terrie Mangat, Therese May, Ellen 
Oppenheimer, Joan Schulze, Lynn Setterington, Susan Shie, and Sandra Sider. 

Respect for and gratitude to the Jameses resonate in the artists comments. Artist and current president of  the Studio Art Quilt 
Associates, Sandra Sider stated. “Ardis’ spirit lives on in our work, and in all the lives she touched with her generosity. I speak for 
our members in recognizing Ardis’ very much appreciated contributions to the world of  quilts.”  Michael James, artist and chair 
of  the UNL Department of  Textiles, Clothing and Design observed, “Nothing would please her more than knowing that artists 
whose work she admired and loved would honor her in this way.”  James (no relation to the couple) credits their support for 
allowing him to carry on his work for many years before joining the UNL faculty. Susan Shie summed up the artists’ sentiments 
well when she wrote: “ I especially thank Ardis, for believing in all of  us.”

Public tours are offered free with admission Tuesdays through Saturdays at 11:00 a.m. and on Sundays at 1:00 p.m.  This  exhibition  
is  made  possible with support  of   the Nebraska Arts Council,  the  Nebraska Cultural Endowment,  and the Friends of  the IQSCM. 

The  “What’s In A Name? Inscribed Quilts” exhibition opened on January 13 and runs through December 2, 2012.  Quilts 
bearing multiple inscriptions were made for a variety of  reasons, in a variety of  patterns, over a span of  more than one hundred 
years. These quilts and the information garnered from careful investigation into the unique inscriptions, shed light into the lives 
of  individuals, families and communities.

People often long to know the stories of  quilts. They lament “If  only this quilt could talk!” and wonder about the maker and why 
the quilt was made. With diligent research into census records, newspaper archives, and published genealogical histories, quilts 
with inscriptions can be coaxed to “speak,” telling us the stories of  the individuals who made them and reflecting the cultural, 
social, and historical contexts of  their lives.

Inscribed quilts emerged in the U.S. in the 1840s during a rapid and dramatic shift in quiltmaking traditions.  They were often 
made as gifts for friends and neighbors, marking important life passages such as marriage or childbirth.  Westward migration 
during the mid-nineteenth century also sparked creation of  inscribed quilts as poignant reminders of  friends and relatives left 
behind.  The tradition of  inscribing quilts continued into the twentieth century, though the style of  quilts changed with changes 
in popular taste.  Inscribed quilts became special memory devices, creating lasting, tangible records of  the makers’ and recipients’ 
lives and values, commemorating births, weddings and deaths. Inscribed quilts also remain actively used as fundraisers.

A unique pair of  quilts featured in “What’s in a Name” represent a rare function of  inscribed quilts – they were made as celebrity 
autograph ‘albums’ . The quilts, made almost exactly one hundred years apart, represent the same idea—to gather as many well-
known individuals’ autographs as possible. The range of  names found on both quilts represent a literal who’s-who of  the period 
in which each was created: politicians, religious leaders, writers and entertainers.

Programming associated with this exhibition includes:
4/24/2012, Noon, Tuesday Talk: New Palladian Quilt Discoveries, Mary Ellen Ducey, UNL Library Archives.  9/7/2012, 5:30 
p.m. Free Admission Public Lecture: Collector and Author Julie Silber “Mark My Words”, Sponsored by the Dillow Excellence 
Fund.  Public tours are offered free with admission Tuesdays through Saturdays at 11:00 a.m. and on Saturdays at 1:00 p.m. 

IQSCM Curator of  Collections Dr. Carolyn Ducey and Assistant Curator of  Exhibitions Jonathan Gregory 
have co-authored a full color catalog of  quilts featured in the exhibition, available from the museum. This 
publication was made possible by funding from the Quilters Guild of  Dallas. Additional support for this exhibition 
comes from the Nebraska Arts Council, the Nebraska Cultural Endowment, and the Friends of  the IQSCM. 
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WORKSHOP PROPOSAL 
Please provide the following in a written proposal.  Submit to Maureen Ose, Communications 
Coordinator, mose2@unl.edu.  The IQSCM reserves the right to accept/reject any and all proposals. 
 
Instructor’s Name: 
Address: 
Phone Number[s]: 
Email Address: 
 
1. Workshop title: 
2. Proposed workshop date[s]: 
 Single session workshops are preferred; please provide several possible dates. 
 
3. Workshop description [4-6 sentences]: 
 
NOTE:  Workshops must relate to exhibitions that are current at the time.  In the workshop description, 
make certain that the connection to a current exhibition is clearly made.  Request a list of upcoming 
exhibition titles and dates from Maureen Ose at mose2@unl.edu 
 
4. Length of workshop [Circle]:   2 hours 3 hours 6 hours Other, specify: 
 
NOTE:  Course fees are set at $6 per hour, so a 3 hour workshop fee is $18 for members; for non-
members the fee is $26 and includes a 10+% upcharge plus $6 admission.  A 6 hour workshop is $36 for 
members and $46 for non-members.  The IQSCM pays instructors 50% of the membership fee rate for 
each participant.  By submitting this proposal, the instructor agrees to accept that fee.   
CANCELLATION POLICY:  The IQSCM cancels a workshop only if there are less than 5 registrants. 
 
5. Audience:   Adult Child [Specify age range] 
 
6. Skill level: Beginner Intermediate Advanced 
 
7. Planned workshop Project [Describe]: 
 
8. Source of project [If based on a copyright design, include written permission to use]: 
 
9. Color photograph[s] of the type of work students can expect to produce in the workshop: 
 
10. Workshop handout [Attach a copy to this proposal]: 
 
11. Materials fee, if appropriate [Fee may be no more than $10]:  $ 
 List all items provided for the materials fee. 
 
12. Supply list [Please lists only items participants will actually use in the workshop]: 
 
13. Instructor’s biography focused on quiltmaking and teaching experience:   

The International Quilt Study Center & Museum frequently has inquiries from individuals or organizations with 
workshop or other event suggestions so they have decided to use the following form to gather initial information.  
It is posted on their website at:  

http://www.quiltstudy.org/education_research/graduate_programs/courses_workshops.html.

IQSCM Workshop Proposal Form
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NSQG AWARDS NOMINATION FORM 

 

Award Categories 

Hall of Fame –  Lifetime achievement and significant contributions to the heritage and 
art of quilts and quilt making for the State of Nebraska 

Golden Thread -  Consistent efforts and great contributions to the art of quilt making 

Silver Thread -  Recent achievements and contributions to the art of quilt making 

Radiant Star -  “Outstanding Deed Well Done!” 

Variable Star -  Recognizes a noteworthy individual’s contribution to the heritage of 
quilt making  

Friendship Star -  Bringing Friends Together! This is an automatic award given to the 
chairperson(s) of QuiltNebraska. No recommendations are 
required for this award and it will be presented to them during 
the convention that they chair. 

Nominee Information: (Need not be an NSQG member or reside in the State of 
Nebraska)  

Name_________________________________________________________________ 

Address_______________________________________________________________ 

City______________________State____________Zip_______Phone_(__)__________ 

Which award do you feel your nominee deserves?_______________________________ 

This form should serve as a guideline. The following subjects are suggested areas for 
possible achievements. Please be as specific as best as you can and feel free to use 
additional pages as needed. You may also include newspaper/magazine articles and other 
supporting documentation. 

• Main contributions to quilting in Nebraska 
• Teacher/lecturer 
• Quilt maker, awards, achievements 
• Researcher/Conservator 
• Volunteer 
• Promoter 
• Quilt making history 
• Guild memberships and positions served 
• Family information that may be applicable 



Nominator Information: (You may remain anonymous; however, you MUST then 
include other contacts) 

 

Name________________________________________________________________ 

Address______________________________________________________________ 

City__________________________________State___________Zip______________ 

Daytime Phone_(____)_______________Evening Phone_(___)__________________ 

Email_________________________________________________________________ 

List other possible contacts and the best way to contact them. 

Please copy and use a separate form for each nominee. Typing for legibility is preferred. 
Be as complete as possible and do not assume the Awards Committee already knows any 
of your nominee’s qualifications.  

Send your nominations by April 30, 2012 to: 

Cindy Scheinost 
70455 CR 20 

Scottsbluff, NE 69361 
Questions: email: csw_quilts@yahoo.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


