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215 exhibits were entered within the Quilt Quest project at the 2012 Nebraska 
State Fair.  This is an outstanding number of  exhibits considering that 2012 
is the first year that only exhibits that received purple ribbons at county fairs 
were eligible to be entered 
at the State Fair in Grand 
Island. 
From those exhibits, 
sixteen Nebraska 4-H 
youth received special 
recognition and monetary 
awards from the Nebraska 
State Quilters Guild 
for the highest quality 
quilts entered in the 
different classes within 
the Quilt Quest project.  
The Nebraska State 
Quilt Guild raised their 

Continued on Page 5

Nicole Japp - Washington County, Modified Mariner Compass

Hannah Esch - Red Willow 
County, Off-set Squares April Crandell - Adams County, Twister or Block Bender

2012 4-H 
C81, C82, & C83 

Winners

QUILT QUEST EXHIBITS AT NE STATE FAIR



 . . .    President’s Message   . . .
Dear NSQG Members,

Have you noticed the cooler temperatures?  The beautiful leaves are 
gone, moisture has fallen and soon the snow will cover the ground.  
This is my favorite time of  the year with so many in-door activities---
especially the quilting!

I think how fortunate we are---to be quilting during this “time”. We 
don’t need the light from the fireplace to help us see the completion 
of  our handwork; we have electricity.  We don’t need to weave our 
cloth; we can purchase the fabric at numerous stores.  We don’t use the 
treadle sewing machine; we can use the electric sewing machine “with 
countless bells and whistles”.  We don’t need scissors to cut the many 
pattern pieces; we can use the rotary cutter, plastic rulers and cutting 
mat.  We don’t use cereal boxes to cut out cardboard templates; we can 
buy and use the plastic templates and rulers. We don’t seek the use of  
the “one and only pattern”; the selection is unlimited as to what we 
can purchase or download from our computer.  We don’t need to quilt 
by our self; we can join a quilting group or quilting guild—local, state 
or national.  We don’t need to limit our quilting information; we can 
attend lectures, workshops, classes, retreats and conventions.  We don’t 
need to “wonder” what quilt we might sew; we can view numerous 
patterns, quilting magazines and books, quilter’s blogs or even imagine 
and draw our own design.  We can attend the countless quilting events, 
activities, quilt shows and even quilt museums for inspiration of  our 
future quilts. And don’t forget about the talented, professional quilters 
who can help us complete our quilt.

Our quilting world has developed beyond what I ever could have 
imagines nearly 40 years ago.  Listing what is now available for all of  us, 
is just the “tip of  the ice berg”.  I am sure the quilters of  generations 
ago, would think that the quilters of  today are truly blessed.  
Don’t you wonder what is coming next to our quilting world?  I 
know I will enjoy seeing the next new “hot” invention or creation 
to our quilting world.  Perhaps it will come from a seasoned quilter, 
who has experienced the many trials of  quilting and will share his/
her knowledge or perhaps it will come from the future quilters with 
never ending technical knowledge and creativity or maybe someone 
in-between. Whoever it is, I’m sure they will develop new methods, 
patterns, fabrics and quilts that will inspire us all! 

On a personal note, I would like to THANK YOU for giving me this 
opportunity to serve as your NSQG President. I appreciate all your 
help and support. This year I have attempted tasks and responsibilities 
that I had never done before. You gave me the confidence to complete 
them.  You have made me a better quilter…

Nebraska State Quilt Guild
Board of Directors

Sandra Kosch                                  President
355 S Walnut St.                   Shelby, NE 68662
402-527-5676          bk03935@windstream.net

Alice Cruz                              President-Elect
15337 California St.             Omaha, NE 68154
402-498-2793                   alice@dellajane.com

Barb Hinrichs	                              Secretary
921 Cedar St.                  Lexington, NE 68850
308-324-7218                  bjknotty@gmail.com

Patty Young                                     Treasurer
2718 Pinewood Dr.      Central City, NE 68826
308-379-0984            young.pat44@gmail.com 
Gloria Bernadt (2nd yr)        Region I Director
122 Lawrence Rd.               Hebron, NE 68370
402-768-6662            globernadt@hotmail.com

Kay Grimminger (1st yr)      Region I Director
2712 Sunnybrooke Rd GrandIsland, NE 68801
308-382-8217                  kgrimmin@esu10.org

Laura Franchini (2nd yr)      Region II Director
PO Box 565                          Wisner, NE 68791
402-529-3288            lfranchini77@gmail.com

LaVonne Dunetts (1st yr)     Region II Director
206 S 95th St.                      Omaha, NE 68114
402-399-8299                        ldunetts@cox.net

Esther Kleinkauf (2nd yr)  Region III Director
901 Tomahawk Rd       North Platte, NE 69101
308-532-1401               toshindo715@msn.com

Shirley LaVene (1st yr)      Region III Director
73660 D Rd                         Loomis, NE 68958
308-876-2546                    rslavene@atchet.net
308-991-2795

Susan Weber                                       Advisor
2425 Folkways Blvd Apt 329     Lincoln, NE 68521
402-438-4753             susanjweber4@yahoo.com
402-641-4675

Membership  in   NSQG   is   open   to  all 
individuals.  New members will continue to be 
welcomed at any time.  Memberships run from 
January 1st through December 31st.  Dues are 
$25.00   per   year.  Please send all change of 
address information and dues to Darice Cecil:

Darice Cecil         Membership Chair NSQG
2625 Rathbone Rd.             Lincoln, NE 68502 
402-476-9124                      dcecil@neb.rr.com

©Nebraska State Quilt GuildEnjoy Your Quilting Moments! 
Sandra K. Kosch, NSQG 2012 President
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www.nsqg.org
Visit our web site and keep current 

on the state guild’s  events
and news.



Merry Christmas!
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Nebraska State Quilt Guild
Newsletter / Advertising

We   invite  the  submission of   previously un-
published       documents       and        personal 
correspondence from our readers.  We reserve 
the right to publish, in whole or in part, any 
letters or submitted articles we receive.  While 
we cannot accept responsibility for unsolicited 
material, we would be happy to return it   to  its   
author   if   a stamped,   self-addressed envelope 
is included.

The NSQG newsletter is published six times 
a year.  Publication deadline is the 15th of  the 
months of    February,   April,  June,  August,  
October,  and December.    Articles  are due 
to the   editor   by   the   25th  of   the  previous 
publication month:  

        December 25th for February 15th Issue
        February 25th for April 15th Issue
        April 25th for June 15th Issue
        June 25th for August 25th issue
        August 25th for October 15th Issue
        October 25th for December 15th Issue
The  editor  reserves the right to accept or reject 
advertising requests.  Ads must be quilt related.  
Advertising  must be submitted by  the 20th 
of  each    previous   publication     month,    i.e.  
February 20th  for  the  April  publication:  

        December 2oth for February 15th Issue
        February 20th for April 15th Issue
        April 20th for June 15th Issue
        June 20th for August 25th issue
        August 20th for October 15th Issue
        October 20th for December 15th Issue

Camera ready ads  must  be either jpegs, tiffs, 
or psd (Photoshop)  files.  If  you  don’t  have  
a camera ready ad, please contact the editor to 
contract an ad design.   Check with the editor for 
ad rates and sizes available.  Ads are placed on a   
space  available basis.     All    ads    must    be pre-
paid.  Please make your check payable to NSQG.     
Mail payment with ad materials to the Editor.

Betz McMahon      Newsletter Editor NSQG
PO Box 865                         Wisner, NE 68791          
402-529-3543                betzmc@cableone.net

Submitted by Katy Coleman

Submitted by Jan Sittler, Nebraska State Fair Quilt Superintendent

Volunteers Win Scholarships!
I can never say too many good things about the Nebraska State Fair 
Quilt Show volunteers.  They are simply the best.  Some have years of  
experience, some are new recruits.  They all put in a lot of  time, effort 
and enthusiasm to make it a wonderful show.  Once the show is hung 
and the fair is on, they come back to ooh and aah at the results.  Thank 
you, thank you one and all.  Each year we draw four lucky names from 
our list of  volunteers.  This year’s winners and recipients of  a $50 credit 
towards Quilt Nebraska 2013 are: Mary Mayfield - Omaha, Arlen Brown 
- Hastings, Linda McCoig - Genoa and Maralee Meyer - Milford.  
Congratulations and again - thanks!

kac9272012 
 

NEBRASKA STATE QUILT GUILD 
QUILTNEBRASKA 2013 

CLASS PROPOSAL FORM 
 
You are invited to submit a class proposal as a teacher / lecturer at QuiltNebraska to be held at 
Concordia University in Seward, Friday and/or Saturday July 26-27, 2013. 
 
Teacher compensation is as follows:  Half-day workshop or lecture           $200.00 
                                                                Full-day workshop                            $400.00 
 
►All those interested in a teaching position MUST submit a proposal, no exceptions. 
►Expenses are not reimbursed. 
►Classes with 7 or less students enrolled will be subject to cancellation with no fees paid. 
►By submitting this form, you agree that you have read and agree to adhere to QNE   
    teachers’ guidelines. 
 
Please submit this form and all accompanying documents ELECTRONICALLY before January 
15, 2013 to: 

Katy Coleman 
sanityquilts@hotmail.com 

402-643-6451 
 
Your Name______________________________________________________________ 
 
Address_________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone (home)_____________________________(cell)___________________________ 
 
Email___________________________________________________________________ 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Class Title ______________________________________________________________ 
 
Class Length:  3 hr ______________     6 hr_________________ Lecture ____________ 
 
Skill Level:  Beginner _________Intermediate _________Advanced____________ 
 
Maximum number of students ________________________ 
 
Source of project design for class: Original ________Pattern or Book ______  NA______ 
 
Will pattern or book be included in your supply list?   Yes_____    No_____ 
          (If not, you must provide written permission from the designer/publisher for use.) 
 
Include the following:    
 
1. A brief description (100 words or less) of the class/lecture for the course catalog   If the project   
    has been published, please provide a citation. 
2. A color photo of the class project 
3. A copy of your handout that will be given to students. 
4. A copy of your supply list. 
5. If applicable, materials and or kit fee (per student), and list of what this includes. 
6.  A short biography limited to 100 words. 

Teacher Class Proposal Forms For QNE2013

 NSQG Mission 
Statement

The   Nebraska  State   Quilt   Guild  is    a    
non-profit    organization established  to 
perpetuate the art  of  quilt making  and   
its  heritage while   encouraging   future  
opportunities    through    growth,
education,   inspiration,  and fellowship.



“COSMOS”, the 2013 Raffle Quilt designed by Karen and Sheri Ruwe and quilted  by Peg  Pennell  won  Reserve  
Best of  Group Quilts  at  the  2012 Nebraska State Fair!  

Sheri Ruwe was born in Lincoln, Nebraska and is a graduate of  the University of  Nebraska in Lincoln.  Sheri lives 
in Hooper, NE with her husband David.  She has 
three grown children and two grandchildren.  Sheri 
has been a member of  Prairie Piecemakers for 
about 15 years.  She has served as President and on 
the board of  directors in many different capacities.  
Sheri was the guild’s featured quilter at their last 
quilt show.  She is a member of  the Nebraska State 
Quilt Guild and attended her first QuiltNebraska in 
1995 in Omaha where her first class was taught by 
Libby Lehman!  Sheri has served on NSQG’s board 
of  directors and has been an active supporter of  
the International Quilt Study Center & Museum in 
Lincoln.

She started sewing around the age of  six, discover-
ing quilting in 1987 and has been quilting ever since. 
Sheri has made many quilts over the years for fam-
ily, friends her son’s fraternity fund raisers, Quilts 
of  Valor, and banners for her church, Redeemer 
Lutheran.  She is currently a home sewer for Quilt-
maker magazine.  Sheri generously shares her skills 
teaching classes for guilds and retreats.  Stepping 
into her home you will be greeted by many of  her 
quilt treasures displayed on the walls.  Sheri loves a 
challenge - entering quilts often in contests.  Over 
the years she has entered the Hoffman Challenge 
receiving several awards, winning 2nd place with 

“Art Deco Candle”, an Honorable Mention and with a third piece being selected for the traveling show.  She is pub-
lished in the Quilter’s Treasury.  Together, Sheri and Karen Ruwe have taught weekend quilting retreats.

When creating Cosmos one added challenge was deciding on colors.  If  you have ever heard your quilt talking to you, 
you will understand this next comment.  “There were times when this one was screaming.  Those were the mistakes 
that had to be remade!”  Most of  the fabrics came from Karen and Sheri’s own stashes and from DellaJane Hand 
Dyes.  Sheri’s favorite plaid is in this quilt, a piece that she had been hoarding.  It was what the quilt needed, so she gave 
it up for the cause!  Alice Cruz was asked to hand dye some fabrics to be used as the background, border and backing 
for the quilt.  After much dyeing of  cloth, discussion, e-mails and quilt visits, it was decided to use a combination of  
hand dyed and commercially printed fabric for the background.

Sheri and Karen then set about the task of  applying all of  the pieced “star rings” and pathways to the background.  
Sheri approached Peg Pennell about the quilting right after the start of  the New Year.  The piece was almost ready, 
would she come and see it and possibly agree to quilting it for them?  Peg agreed and was amazed by the intricate 
pieced circles and pathways that Karen and Sheri and created.

Sheri transported the finished top, handing it to Peg with much the same feeling we all have when we have worked so 
long and hard on a project, ...... “Get it out of  my sight!”

More information on the makers and the making of  Cosmos in future newsletters.

Tickets  for COSMOS were sold at QNE 2012 and will be available from Marilyn Seidel, the 2013 Quilt Raffle Mom.   
If   you would like to display the quilt and have raffle tickets available for sale, please contact her.  The drawing for the 
quilt will be held at QNE 2013 in Seward on July 27, 2013.  Marilyn can be reached at : 2561 S. 125th Ave., Omaha, 
NE 68144 or 402-330-6460 or mtseidel@aol.com.
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COSMOS 2013 RAFFLE QUILT



monetary award to $500 this year for 4-H quilt exhibits.
	 In addition, seven 4-H quilts were selected out of  3000 

4-H exhibits in the clothing, home environment and Quilt Quest departments for the  “Celebration of  Youth XIX:  
Exploding Boundaries” exhibit at the Robert Hillestad Textiles Gallery on the University of  Nebraska-Lincoln 
campus.  When looking at the quilts in the gallery, Dr. Diane Vigna, Clothing Specialist stated that “this year’s quilts 
were amazing.”  Michael James, quilt artist and Chair of  the UNL Textiles Clothing, Merchandising and Fashion and 
Design expressed “These young people are making quilts at an adult level, with the complexity and craftsmanship 
that implies...Very impressive indeed.”

This is the 7th year that NSQG has awarded cash prizes to youth earning the recognition of  a great Quilt Quest 
project entered at the Nebraska State Fair.  This year we increased our participation from $400 to $500.  The 4-H 
Foundation found this to be such a worthy cause that they have solicited additional organizations to participate so 
that the cash awards to the youth have increased in the Quilt Quest Project specifically.
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Quilt Quest Award Winners......
Continued from Page 1

Submitted by Phyllis Schoenholz, Extension Educator 4-H UNL and Carol Kusek

Halle Plumtree -Nance County, C41 
Inter-generational Quilt and James 
Wetovick - Nance County, Level 3 

Quilted Exhibit

Jacalyn Johnson - 
Hamilton County, C42 

Service Project Quilt 
Sampler

Jared Stauss -Hall County, C70 -72 
Texas Star

Jenna Williams - 
B-K-R County,

C50 - 51 Level 1
Quilted Exhibit

Jessica Fleischman -  
Burt County C20

 Quilt Designs Other 
Than Fabric

Kristin Callan - 
Saunders County, 

C40 Wearable Art

Lindsay Harlow - Richardson 
County, C80 Premiere Quilt 

Hand Quilted

Madisyn Ayres - Kearney County, 
C60 - 62, Level 2 Quilted Exhibit 

Mikayla Novak - Clay 
County, C50 - 51 Level 1 

Quilted Exhibit

Paige Roach - 
Lancaster County, 
Quilt Computer 

Notebook

Tori Bracht - 
Sarpy County, 

C60 - 62 Level 2 
Quilted Exhibit

Quilt Quest Article......Continued from Page 1



Arapahoe
Wagner’s Quilts & Conversation

404 Chestnut
Arapahoe, NE 68922

308-962-8458
www.wagnersquiltsandconversation.com

wagnersquilts@live.com
Mon-Fri 9 - 6; Sat 9 - 4

Home of  Larson Attic Quilt Patterns! 
Fresh new fabrics shine in the one-level, 
well-lit shop; 200+ quilt stencils in stock, 
quilt puzzles, DMC Floss, Jack Dempsey, 

Crab Apple Hill Embroideries

Cambridge
Cottage Inspirations

710 Nasby St.
Cambridge, NE 69022

308-697-4000
www.cottageinspirations.com

cottage@cottageinspirations.com
Tues-Fri 11 - 5:30; Sat 10 - 4

Quilt Shops & Related Businesses

. . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Holdrege
Quilter’s Delight

323 West Ave.
Holdrege, NE 68949

308-995-2728
www.quiltersdelight-nebraska.blogspot.com

quilter@atcjet.net
Mon-Wed & Fri 9:30 - 5:30;

Thurs till 7; Sat till 4

Pawnee City
Heavenly Treasures, Inc.

700 9th St.
Pawnee City, NE 68420

402-852-2270
www.heavenlytreasurespc.com

heavenly4125@yahoo.com
Mon-Fri 10 - 5, Sat 10 - 3

. . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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Submitted by  Laura Chapman, Communications Coordinator, IQSCM and Information from the NSQG web site -www.nsqg.org

Shelby
Karen’s Kollectibles LLC

Fabrics, Gifts and More
Shelby, NE 68662

402-366-9333
www.nebraskaantiques.com

Open Mon-Fri 10 - 3
$5.99/yard Flat Folds

2000+ Novelty Cottons, Flannels & 
Fleece

Advertising Opportunity

Your  shop  can  run  an ad listing, such  
as  these,  for  $50 per  year.  As  an  
extra   bonus   you   will  receive  a 
listing in the membership book and be 
listed on the NSQG website under the 
Quilt shop tab with a short description 
of  your store and a link to your web-
site. Contact   the    NSQG   Newsletter 
Editor, Betz McMahon at 402-529-3543 
or betzmc@cableone.net to add your 
shop to these listings.

Check out  IQSCM upcoming events at www.quiltstudy.org/visit_us/events.
	 Location: 1523 North 33rd St, Lincoln, Nebraska.  Hours:  Tuesday - Saturday 10 - 4 pm, Sunday 1 - 4 pm.  402-472-6549

A listing of  IQSCM’s events:

	 January 13 - December 2, 2012, “What’s in a Name - Inscribed Quilts” Quilts. A small number of  quiltmakers in the past 
	 inscribed their work with names, dates, locations and sentimental phrases that expressed friendship, personal values and interests, 
	 helped to raise funds to support religious or social organizations, or simply left a lasting legacy of  the maker’s life.  What’s in a Name? 
	 reveals the amazing stories that we can discover by researching and tracing clues found in the words  inscribed by the makers on 
	 these extraordinary quilts of  yesteryear.
	 August 3, 2012 - February 24, 2013, “Studio Art Quilt Associate’s 20th Showcase”, this exhibition features selections by 4 to 6 
	 artists who demonstrate innovation in the contemporary art quilt form. Through their works, some of  which have been created 
	 specifically for this exhibition, the artists explore and express aesthetic concerns common to the whole range of  visual arts, while 
	 maintaining a clear relationship to the folk art from which contemporary quiltmaking descends.
	 September 7, 2012 - June 2, 2013, “Indigo Gives America the Blues”.  Indigo is one of  the oldest dyes used for textile dyeing and 
	 printing. A number of  Asian countries have long traditions of  indigo dyeing. However, Europe, the British Isles and North
	 America did not have this superior dyestuff  until the sixteenth century when large quantities of  indigo and other exotic 
	 commodities began to be imported from India by the East India Companies. Indigo, with its distinctive blue color, dramatically 	
	 influenced the appearance of  European and American textiles when it first appeared in European markets and it continues to 
	 influence European and American textile fashions today, as evidenced by its use in an American icon— blue jeans. This exhibition 	
	 features an exceptional group of  American quilts containing indigo-dyed and -printed fabrics. 
	 December 7, 2012 - September 1, 2013, “Perfecting the Past: Colonial Revival Quilts”.  Beginning around the United States 
	 Centennial in 1876, Americans embraced a vision of  the nation’s colonial period as a simple and noble time from which they could 
	 draw strength in an increasingly modern industrial world. Quilts became symbols of  this real and sometimes mythical American 	
	 past. By making new quilts inspired by those their fore-mothers supposedly had made, women felt that they were participating not 	
	 only in tradition, but in history itself. Perfecting the Past presents the inspirations for Colonial Revival style quilts and highlights
	 the contradictions inherent in the Colonial Revival    		  	  
Details on these events can be found on IQSCM’s online event calendar at the website listed above.   More Public tours have been added due to the interest 
and commitment of  our wonderful volunteers.  Public tours are available of  the exhibition each day Tuesday-Saturday at 11:00 am and Saturday at 1:00 pm.   
The museum is offering scheduled tours for small groups who will be taken into the care and conversation laboratory for a close up look at rare textiles 
and to learn about quilt care, guided by a museum curator.  Check the website for more details about these tours.



May all of your ups and downs in life be with a needle and thread.

Quilting Events
March 16, 2013
National Quilting Day 2013 will be held Saturday, March 16th, 9 am to 3 pm, at the International Quilt Study Center & Museum in Lincoln.  
This FREE event, open to the public, is sponsored by the Lincoln Quilters Guild and the Nebraska State Quilt Guild. 

July 25 - 28, 2013
“QNE 2013” Mark your calendars for July 25 to 28 for Quilt Nebraska 2013.  Seward is extending an invitation to all of  you.  The convention 
will be held on the beautiful campus of  Concordia University.  The slate of  national teachers features Terry Thompson for Quilt History 
Day, Gayle Bong, Karen Stone, Helen Squire, David Taylor and Terry Waldron.  Best selling author Marie Bostwick will join us Saturday 
night. Quilt History Day, all of  the classes and the lectures will be held in the new TLEC building.  The Janzow center is located just “across 
the street”.  The merchants mall and the meals will be enjoyed there.    Look for more contact information in future newsletters.  See you in 
Seward!
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Submitted by Gloria Bernadt and Kay Grimminger, Region I Directors

Submitted by Lori Duffek, Diane Swartzlander, Beth Peterson, Quilt Show Chairs

WANTED: THEME QUILTS FOR EXHIBIT IN 
SEWARD AT QUILTNEBRASKA, JULY 2013

    Sew...What is growing in your garden?    
          How do you interpret the seeds of  life?  
                  What’s important to you...is it family, spiritual or nature?
	  Share your garden story with a quilt.

We are looking forward to hosting QuiltNebraska in Seward in July.  Start planning now to enter a theme quilt and/
or a challenge quilt for our show.  Watch for more details and the pre-registration form in future newsletters.

Region I of  the Nebraska State Quilt Guild held a 
quilt gathering on the afternoon of  November 17th, 
2012.  Hostesses were Kay Grimminger of  Grand 
Island  and  Gloria  Bernadt of  Hebron, Region I 
Directors. The gathering was held at Stuhr Museum 
of  the Prairie Pioneer  and  the  program  was  the  
viewing of  quilts from the permanent collection 
of  vintage quilts that the museum has amassed.  
Those attending were asked to bring their own 

vintage quilts for Show and Tell.  Non-members as well as NSQG members of  
Region I and nearby Region II were invited to attend. 

PRESENTING QUILTS FROM THE PERMANENT COLLECTION
- STUHR MUSEUM OF THE PRAIRIE PIONEER
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Terry is a quilt artist, writer, historian, pattern designer and fabric designer.   She served as one 
of  the principal documentarians for the Kansas Quilt Project and her chapter on conversation 
prints is included in the book, Kansas Quilts and Quilters, University Press of  Kansas. Terry 
has authored numerous books, including three books for the Kansas City Star.
Born into the fifth generation of  a Kansas pioneer family, she watched her grandmother and 
aunt quilt during visits to the family farm called Peace Creek. Her quilting began with the 
scraps she saved from a dress she made for her daughter, Shannon, in 1967.

Terry has been on the forefront of  the current quilt revival. In 1973, she opened The Quilting 
Bee, a store devoted entirely to quilting.

For fun, Terry grows flowers to press, then designs small still life pictures using old fabrics, lace and crocheted work. 
Two children, four grandchildren, and a sixteen-year-old stitch group that meets every week brings her shared friend-
ship and support.

Terry Clothier Thompson makes her home in Lawrence, Kansas and works in her new studio. Terry collects vintage 
quilts, clothing, quilt tops and blocks to teach her weekend FabriCamp© classes.

An entrepreneur since 1973 when Quilt-In: Lessons*Supplies*Designs by Helen Squire was 
incorporated, Helen has been an active participant in the growth of  the quilt industry as a de-
signer, lecturer, teacher, and television consultant. For the past 15 years, she has written Helen’s 
Hints: Creative Quilting Designs for American Quilter magazine, and is best known for her 
“Dear Helen” book series of  quilting patterns.

Now retired from her position as vice-president of  sales and marketing for the American Quil-
ter’s Society, she has relocated from Paducah, KY to Frostburg, MD, and has finally found the 
time to quilt!

Gayle Bong has been an avid designer and quilter since 1981. In 1988, she began teaching classes 
on the art of  quilting, specializing in adapting the latest rotary-cutting techniques to 60° shapes.

In her first book, Infinite Stars, used these angles in six pointed star designs. Her second book, 
Trouble Free Triangles, used the equilateral triangles in triangular patchwork blocks. Now she 
combines 30° and 60° angles in square blocks with a technique she calls Thirtysomething. Two 
companion books just hint at the design possibilities from this concept. Now she’s begun work 
on another Thirtysomething book to include over 100 different blocks.

Gayle started traveling nationally in 1990 to share her passion for quilting with others. In her 
classes, technique skills are combined with efficient time management skills to assist her students 
in completing all the quilts on their to-do list. She moves continually from student to student and shares as much info 
as possible during the session. Students report her instructions are very clear. Being a designer at heart, she encour-
ages students to use her designs as a jumping off  point and add their own creative ideas to their project.

Gayle lives with her husband, Mark, in rural Elkhorn, Wisconsin. In her spare time she enjoys gardening and hiking 
in the fields and wooded hills around her home in the country.

Karen Kleespies Stone began quiltmaking in 1986, teaching in 1990, and publishing in 1993. 
Electric Quilt published Karen K Stone Quilts in 2004, now in multiple printings, and another 
is in the works.  Her quilts have won numerous awards, including first prizes in international 
competitions, and quilts made from her patterns appear frequently in exhibition.  Her Indian 
Orange Peel received the People’s Choice Award at Quilt National ’95, and her Clam Session 
quilt received the Master of  Innovative Artistry at IQA in 2009.  Karen holds degrees in Piano 
from Baylor and Indiana Universities, has two lovely daughters, three horrible cats, the perfect 
dog, and lives mostly in Beaumont, Texas, where she is blessed to be a member of  the Block-
heads Bee.

Terry Clothier Thompson

Helen Squire
Gale Bong

Karen Kleespies Stone

TEACHERS EXCITED FOR QNE2013
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David Taylor

Terry Walden

TEACHERS QNE2013 CONTINUED
David Taylor was born in Peterborough, New Hampshire, in 1963. As a Navy brat, he was relocated up 
and down the East Coast of  the U.S. along with his three sisters and two brothers. He completed his 
high school and college years in the Tampa Bay area of  Florida and currently lives in Steamboat Springs, 
Colorado.

David’s obsession with fabric started at an early age, salvaging scraps from his mother’s sewing area trash 
bin. This began his love and appreciation for fabric, though not a love for quilting. “Who would ever want 
to cut up their beautiful fabrics into tiny pieces?” he asks. 

After college, David embarked on a career in graphic design, working primarily in the newspaper industry.   
David’s first quilt design was in 1999, a collaboration for Strings Music Festival in Steamboat with friend 
and professional long-arm quilter Madeleine Vail of  Clark, CO. She encouraged him to keep after it. 
Following a visit to Houston, Texas, in 2002 for the International Quilt Festival, David’s obsession with fabric turned into an 
obsession for quilting as art.  

In 2006, David discovered a love for hand appliqué, and all of  his works since that time have been stitched together by hand. “I 
don’t think I’ll ever give up my machine for the quilting,” he adds.  

In 2009, he became an ambassador for HandiQuilter, a quilting machine manufacturer based in Salt Lake City, Utah. David now 
quilts all of  his works on an HQSixteen quilting machine.  David says, “The comments I hear the most about my work are in 
reference to my quilts appearing, at first glance, to be paintings. I think this is due to the fact that I use hundreds of  fabrics in 
each piece, quilted with only variegated cotton thread. Using these colorful threads adds more detail to each quilt.”  

David has been the recipient of  the Fairfield Master Award for Contemporary Quilt Artistry from the International Quilt As-
sociation (2006), the Brother Machine Workmanship Award for Wall Quilts from the American Quilters Society (Paducah,2007), 
and a two-time Best of  Show winner at the IQA’s Spring Festival in Chicago (2007, 2008).

One day in 1993 I walked into a quilt shop because my tennis partner was not going to be able 
to play tennis on Wednesdays for a whole 6 weeks! She had signed up for a class in quilting. 
“What’s a quilt?” I asked, and she said to go to the quilt shop and find out. I did, and I was 
hooked!

My first quilting class was with Blanche Young, the funniest woman and the nicest lady ever, 
and at the end of  that class I took my sixty-eight 1/8th of  a yard pieces of  cloth home and 
made a queen-sized quilt top in 7 days WHILE teaching high school English! I loved every-
thing about the process including washing and ironing the fabric! However, I have a univer-

sity degree in teaching both art and English, so I quickly lost interest in following patterns and making PERFECT 1/4” seams. 
That’s when I met Mary Lou Weidman who said, “Terry, you can make anything you want to in cloth. Just applique it!” She didn’t 
know it, but her words were the magic that I needed. 

Now ideas come to me nearly every day for new pieces. But I’ve made a pledge to treat every piece of  my work like it might be 
the last one I do. I try for the same attention to detail in every facet of  a piece, from the designing to the cutting to the sewing, 
the quilting, the binding (I love binding!), and even to the making of  the label. It’s a time-consuming work philosophy, but when 
I’m finished with a piece of  my art, I don’t look back with any regrets. I’ve learned from the piece, and it was the very best I 
could do at that time. It’s a happy way to work, and I hope that comes across clearly in my work... I hope you can see the joy!

Just about my favorite thing to do in the whole world is to teach. I loved teaching secondary school, but teaching quilting is such 
a joy, too. Seeing people come into class almost as scared and anxious as I was that first time, and knowing that they DO have 
art ability and they WILL learn to create original new work is the most exciting thing to me. I LOVE seeing people discover 
their own in-born talent! Best of  all is having students come back and show me their finished work, work that has won prizes in 
competition or won raves from their family and friends. Yes, I DO love teaching!

My second favorite thing is to give talks about my quilts, telling the truth about the triumphs and the disasters that I’ve experi-
enced in each of  my pieces and revealing the crazy ideas that came to me to fix each problem. My work is included in several 
books, and I’ve written articles about my techniques. And it was a truly exciting thing to be featured on Alex Anderson’s “Simply 
Quilts.” It was shot here in my house! I was the lead judge for the Hoffman Challenge and I’ve even been a quilt judge for the 
country fair! It’s exhausting, but fun, however, face-to-face teaching and talking is my favorite of  all!

Enjoy my work. Each piece is born from intense looking, especially looking at the small things that most people ignore or un-
intentionally squash under their feet. Nearly all the answers are right in front of  our eyes and right outside our doors in Nature. 
Don’t just look straight ahead all the time. Look UP and look DOWN... way DOWN at the little things that surround you. That’s 
where inspiration actually comes from... well, at least it does for me.



NATIONAL QUILTING DAY 2013
National Quilting Day 2013 will be held Saturday, March 16, our fourth annual FREE community event at the International 
Quilt Study Center & Museum, 33rd & Holdrege in Lincoln, Nebraska.  Once again, visitors will enjoy free museum admission, 
demonstrations, lectures, and tours of  the museum’s quilt exhibitions.  The museum will be open from 9 am to 4 pm.  There will 
be continuous demonstrations and lectures from 10 am to 3 pm on all three floors of  the museum.  Help is needed from NSQG 
members!  You could volunteer to sell NSQG quilt raffle tickets or help at the NSQG information table and Power Point pre-
sentation.  Call or e-mail Sheila Green to volunteer.  The event has attracted 500 - 750 visitors each year!  The event is organized 
and sponsored by the Lincoln Quilters Guild and the Nebraska State Quilt Guild.  Handi Quilter and the Bernina Sewing Studio 
of  Lincoln are this year’s commercial sponsors.  You may chose to attend in the morning OR the afternoon, as both times will 
offer the same lectures, displays and demonstrations!

1st Floor Lectures:
 10:00 &  1:00 – Shelly Burge, quilt designer/author:  “Not your Grandmother’s String Piecing”

 10:30 & 1:30 – Jay Rich , fiber artist: “Indigo Dyeing”
 11:00 & 2:00 – Paulette Peters, quilter/author: “Plop a Picture”

 11:30 & 2:30 – Molly Anderson, textile artist: “Contemporary Quilted Textiles”
2nd Floor:

Document your Quilts
You Quilt with WHAT? 

Discover Nebraska, our featured Outreach Project
Exhibition Tours: Indigo Gives America the Blues, Perfecting the Past: Colonial Revival Quits & Posing with Patchwork- Quilts with Historic Photographs     

Demonstrations by  Handi Quilter and the Bernina Sewing Studio, Lincoln  
3rd Floor:

           “Let’s Learn How to Piece a Quilt” a hand’s on opportunity to learn the basics
           “Hand Work” demonstrations on-going                    

Our featured community outreach project this year is Discover Nebraska.   Join  us  as  we share the history of  the State of  
Nebraska and quilting.  Over 23,000 fourth graders have seen our quilts and heard our story!  Discover Nebraska is a project of  
the Lincoln Quilters Guild and the Nebraska State Quilt Guild.

Learn how to document our quilts!  Examples of  methods of  making quilt labels both new  (laser-printed, photo images, 
machine embroidery) and old (embroidery, inscribed with ink)  will be shared.  You’ll learn the 5 “W’s” and an “H” as well as 
techniques, tools and tips to make sure your quilts are never anonymous!

You Quilt with WHAT?  We’ll learn how items from the kitchen, office or garage are finding their way into our sewing rooms 
to make our quilting easier.

What’s new in the quilting industry?  Handi Quilter and the Bernina Sewing Studio of  Lincoln will have all the latest machines 
and gadgets for you to see and try out first hand.  Museum guests can tour the quilt exhibitions in the galleries.

On the third floor, there will be demonstrations on hand sewing techniques and a hands-on activity, “Let’s Learn How to Piece 
a Quilt.”  Beginning adult quilters will have an opportunity to learn all the basics (cutting, pressing and machine piecing) from 
our volunteers.

Sheila Green, National Quilting Day 2013 Chair Steering Committee: Shirley Chaffin, Rebecka Schafer, Carolyn Garner, Marilyn 
Rembolt, Gloria Hall, Katy Coleman and Joy Shalla Glenn.  Updates, additional details and photos are available on our websites: 
Lincoln Quilters Guild :   www.lincolnquiltersguild.org  &   Nebraska State Quilt Guild website:   www.nsqg.org.

Calling All Small Groups to Quilt at the IQSCM
Would your quilting group or guild enjoy meeting periodically in a light-filled space at the International Quilt Study Center & 
Museum on a Saturday from 10:30 am to 2 pm?  If  so, we have a deal for you—we’ll provide the space to meet and work, free 
admission for the day, and signage to explain your group’s purpose.  In exchange, IQSCM visitors get the opportunity to observe 
quilting and quiltmaking activities first hand, and up close.  It is a great way to educate and share your passion for quilting with 
others.  
We call the program ‘Quilts for Community.’   Small groups from the Lincoln Quilters Guild were the first to participate includ-
ing Quilts for Valor, Cuddle Quilts, Santa Socks and Habitat for Humanity.  We welcome additional small groups from across 
Nebraska.  If  your group is interested, please contact the International Quilt Study Center & Museum at 402-472-6549 to learn 
more and arrange a date.

Submitted by Sheila Green

Submitted by Laura Chapman, Communications Coordinator, IQSCM
10



THREADS ACROSS NEBRASKA

Submitted by LeAnne Killion, Threads Chair

Submitted by Laura Chapman, Communications Coordinator, IQSCM

“Quilts In Context: The Making of  Meaning,” will explore domestic interiors, decorative, furnishings and architectural 
contexts; relationships between quilts and fashion/style within shared material contexts; and appearance in photos, 
print and advertising that show real or imagined contexts made possible by technology. The program will feature tie-
ins to museum exhibitions.   This exhibit will be held April 26 -27, 2013 at the International Quilt Study Center and 
Museum.

Invited speakers include:

Lynne Bassett is an independent scholar specializing in New England’s historic costume and textiles. She was the 
curator of  textiles and fine arts at Old Sturbridge Village from 1995-2000.

Linda Eaton is the John L. & Marjorie P. McGraw director of  collections and senior curator of  textiles at Winterthur 
Museum in Delaware. She teaches in the Winterthur Program and the Winterthur/University of  Delaware Program 
in Art Conservation.

Joan Severa, curator emeritus of  costumes at the State Historical Society of  Wisconsin, is the author of  the award-
winning book, “Dressed for the Photographer: Ordinary Americans and Fashion, 1840-1900.”

Attendees will receive curator-led tours of  the latest exhibitions and a behind-the-scenes look at the museum. Partici-
pants are invited to bring antique quilts to share during Show and Tell.

Registration fees are $125 for museum members and $170 for non-members. Fees cover all lectures, tours, special 
sessions, an informal fashion show featuring designs by UNL Apparel Design students, receptions, coffee breaks and 
luncheons. Visit www.QuiltStudy.org for registration and information.

The International Quilt Study Center & Museum is the home of  the largest publicly held quilt collection in the world. 
Established in 1997, the center opened a new museum in 2008. The privately-funded, environmentally sustainable 
museum houses more than 4,000 quilts, state-of-the-art research and storage space, and spacious galleries. The cen-
ter’s mission to collect, preserve, study, exhibit and promote discovery of  quilts and quiltmaking traditions from many 
cultures, countries and times. 

Submitted by Sheila Green
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Threads was very successful this year!! The figures aren’t in yet to be able to give 
a final total for profit yet, I will give that to you next newsletter. Our ticket sales 
were up by 250 to give us a total of  1100 attending this year. Thanks everyone!!

I would like to thank all of  those that spent endless hours at the show helping in 
anyway, whether it was setting up, checking in quilts, hanging quilts, sitting at the 

admission table, working with the vendors or taking down and checking out the 
quilts. All help was appreciated and never turned down. Thanks to those that volunteered to help next year!!
 
I did have some people say that their guild was not contacted to have quilts at the show. We e-mailed information 
to each guild.   There  is  the possibility that the name we had is not the current contact for the guild or they aren’t 
a member of  the guild anymore.  The goal is to have all guilds participate, so in order for your guild to receive the 
information I need to have the current contact. You can e-mail that information to me at llkillion@gmail.com. 
Once again, thanks for attending Threads Across Nebraska. Plans are already in progress for next year, so save the 
dates of  October 11 & 12. The show will be held in Kearney again. If  you have visited an out of  state quilt shop that 
you would like to see at Threads next year, please e-mail me the name. I can find the address and send them an invite.  
See you next year!!!!!

Blankets wrap you in warmth, Quilts wrap you in LOVE!
UPCOMING SYMPOSIUM EXPLORES CONTEXT, MEANING



Make checks 
payable to 

NSQG

Mail Membership Form to: 

	 Darice Cecil				  
	 2625 Rathbone Road		
	 Lincoln, NE 68502

Count Your Blessings,
Stitch Them One by One
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