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Many of  us have enjoyed our fall quilt and shopping extravaganza called Threads 
Across Nebraska.  For the past five years it has been chaired by a very busy wife, 
mother and grandmother.  She has a full time job outside of  her home, but finds 
the time to support NSQG with her business acumen as well as donating her 
quilting talents.  

Since taking over the reins of  the very successful Threads Across Nebraska, 
she searched for and found a new location and grew the number of  vendors 
over the years, to 33. Her enthusiasm and organization have helped increase 
the number of  attendees to approximately 2000 people.  She has continued to 
consider new ideas for floor plans and displays, and ways to make the event a 
highly profitable fund raiser for NSQG.  

For the “outstanding deed” of  Threads Across Nebraska, so very “well done” 
for five years, we award LeAnne Killion the Radiant Star.

The Radiant Star and the Variable Star are equally important awards, given to 
people for different circumstances, but both for contributions to the arena of  
Quilting.  

The Friendship Star, however, is reserved for those individuals who have worked 
tirelessly for the past several years organizing our wonderful QuiltNE.  These 
women have sought out the finest teachers, considered evening entertainment, 

Congratulations to the 2013 Winners!

Continued on page 5

Susan Minchow, Maralee Meyer, Sandi McMillan, Sheila Beins, Connie Phillips, LeAnne Killion



 . . .    President’s Message   . . .
Dear NSQG Members,
I’m halfway through my year as President. WOW! It has 
been a wonderful six months.  It started with my first Board 
Meeting, which included the presentation to Sandi Kosch of  
her President’s Quilt. You can see a picture of  it on Facebook, 
where NSQG has established a page which currently has 
109 likes. Do you “like” the NSQG Facebook page? If  you 
don’t, lay down this newsletter, log onto Facebook and LIKE 
NSQG. Right now! I mean it! Other events have included 
Quilt Gatherings, Quilters Day Out and QNE 2013. Wasn’t 
convention fun? My classes were perfect to allow me to 
come & go when I was needed. I started some fun projects. 
I’m looking forward to Riding the Rails in 2014 as well!
In the next half  of  the year, I’m looking forward to Threads 
Across Nebraska and the quilt exhibit at the Nebraska State 
Fair. Plan to attend YOUR quilt show – Threads is a huge 
NSQG fundraiser. Of  course, volunteers are always needed 
for these events. If  you haven’t already signed up to help, 
lay down this newsletter and call or email LeAnne Killion or 
Kay Grimminger! Right now! I mean it! 
Our new raffle quilt is gorgeous! It will be on display 
throughout the state for the next half  of  my term. I plan 
to buy a ticket every time I see it! Did you get your tickets 
at convention? If  not,  lay down this newsletter and call or 
email Susan Schoenauer.  Right now! I mean it! 
As I finish my year as President, I will also be moving. My 
husband & I were fortunate enough to get our daughters 
through high school before his company insisted that we 
relocate to Texas. Sometime in the next 4-8 months, we 
will be buying and selling houses and saying goodbye to 
Nebraska. I will finish my term as President, but will have to 
offer incoming President Mary Weich advice via telephone 
and email. If  she asks for your help, please say yes! I’m 
planning to attend Quilt Nebraska 2014. I 
hope to see you at all the NSQG events 
between now and then!
Sincerely,

Nebraska State Quilt Guild
Board of Directors

Alice Cruz                              President-Elect
15337 California St.             Omaha, NE 68154
402-498-2793                   alice@dellajane.com

Mary Weich                            President-Elect
2000 Hwy 35 N      .           Norfolk, NE 68701
402-371-0120              maweich@cableone.net

Barb Hinrichs	                              Secretary
921 Cedar St.                  Lexington, NE 68850
308-324-7218                  bjknotty@gmail.com

Susan Seidel                                     Treasurer
4220 Hickory St.                 Omaha, NE 68105
402-552-9003                      sseidel@hba1.com 
Kay Grimminger (2nd yr)     Region I Director
2712 Sunnybrooke Rd GrandIsland, NE 68801
308-382-8217                  kgrimmin@esu10.org

Marilyn Rembolt (1st yr)     Region I Director
1300 Twin Ridge Rd           Hebron, NE 68510
402-489-8371        msrembolt@inebraska.com

LaVonne Dunetts (2nd yr)    Region II Director
206 S 95th St.                      Omaha, NE 68114
402-399-8299                        ldunetts@cox.net

Janet Atkinson (1st yr)          Region II Director
1030 S 2nd St.             Albion, NE 68620-1666
402-395-6386          jjatkinson@frontiernet.net

Shirley LaVene (2nd yr)      Region III Director
73660 D Rd                         Loomis, NE 68958
308-876-2546                    rslavene@atchet.net
308-991-2795

Jan Hibbs (1st yr)               Region III Director
74236 Rd 432                     Elwood, NE 68937
308-785-2652                        jhibbs@atcjet.net

Sandra Kosch                                      Advisor
355 S Walnut St.                   Shelby, NE 68662
402-527-5676          bk03935@windstream.net

Membership  in   NSQG   is   open   to  all 
individuals.  New members will continue to be 
welcomed at any time.  Memberships run from 
January 1st through December 31st.  Dues are 
$25.00   per   year.  Please send all change of 
address information and dues to Darice Cecil:

Darice Cecil         Membership Chair NSQG
2625 Rathbone Rd.             Lincoln, NE 68502 
402-476-9124                      dcecil@neb.rr.com

©Nebraska State Quilt GuildDella Alice Cruz
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www.nsqg.org
Visit our web site and keep current 

on the state guild’s  events
and news.

 NSQG Mission Statement
The    Nebraska    State    Quilt    Guild    is    a     non-profit    
organization established   to perpetuate the art  of quilt making  
and   its  heritage while   encouraging   future  opportunities    
through    growth, education,   inspiration,  and fellowship.



“COSMOS”, the 2013 Raffle Quilt designed by Karen and Sheri Ruwe 
and quilted  by Peg  Pennell  won  Reserve  Best of  Group Quilts  at  
the  2012 Nebraska State Fair!  All 5000 tickets were sold by May.  The 
drawing was held on Saturday night at the annual convention.  

The Cosmos Raffle Quilt was delivered to Valerie Fletcher of  North 
Platte Nebraska on July 29, 2013.  Valerie and her daughter, Paige, were 
so  excited  to get the quilt there was 
electricity in the air!  Along with the quilt 
Valerie was given quilt care instructions and 
information about the makers of  the quilt 
from the NSQG website.

It was a privilege for me to deliver the quilt.

A GALAXY OF QUILTS - REGION III
“A Galaxy of  Quilts”, a quilt gathering sponsored by the Nebraska State Quilt 
Guild, was held Saturday,  April 13, 2013  at  The  Ella  Missing Center in 
Arapahoe Nebraska.  The day, which was free and open to the public, started 
with a welcome coffee and muffins.

Thanks go to Arline Adams and Marty Kleppinger of  Elwood, Bernita Brin of  
Lexington and Ruth Haarberg of  Arapahoe for their quilts that were on display 
throughout the day.

A “round robin” of  quilting tips began at 9:30 am with the following pre-
sented:  1.   Redwork Embroidery by Merikay Berg of  Lexington, 2.  Labeling 
Your Quilt Creations by Bernita Brin of  Lexington, 3.  Border Tips by Marty 
Kleppinger of  Elwood and 4.  Easy Paper Piecing by Gretchen Kubik and 
Ruth Haarberg of  Wagner’s Quilts and Conversation.

Julia Schroeder  of  Lincoln, Nebraska’s  QOV  Coordinator, then gave an 
informative presentation on Quilts of  Valor and showed 15-20 quilts that had 
been made using various quilt designs, all suitable for QOV.  Julia gave out door 
prizes including kits containing fabric to make a QOV.

“Show and Tell” followed with many wonderful and inspiring quilts shared by 
those attending.  Door prizes were given out throughout the day. 
Purchased lunch consisted of  tasty sandwiches from Subway plus chips and 
drinks.   Cookies provided by members of  the Plum Creek Quilters Guild 
of  Lexington were a special treat!  Lunch tables were decorated with purple 
wooden stands (made by Kathy Beck of  Plum Creek Quilters Guild) displaying 
folded fabric stars.  Some of  the stars were given away as door prizes.

The afternoon opened with short but warm and informative talks given by 
Susan Weber (former NSQG President) of  Lincoln on NSQG and  Diann 
Sorensen (former NSQG President) of  North Platte on Friends of  IQSCM.

The main program of  the day was given by Karen Ruwe of  Fremont and Sheri 
Ruwe of  Hooper on their quilt journey. The presentation included a trunk 
show of  their individual and inspiring quilts as well as a discussion on how 
they came up with the idea and pattern for the NSQG 2013 Raffle Quilt.  They 
talked with humor about the trials and tribulations of  its construction.  The 
program was enthusiastically received.  

The 81 women attending from 34 different communities went home with lots 
of  information and quilting inspiration.  The day was considered a success!!  
One of  the quilters who attended described the day by saying “We had a blast!”
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Nebraska State Quilt Guild
Newsletter / Advertising

We   invite  the  submission of   previously un-
published       documents       and        personal 
correspondence from our readers.  We reserve 
the right to publish, in whole or in part, any 
letters or submitted articles we receive.  While 
we cannot accept responsibility for unsolicited 
material, we would be happy to return it   to  its   
author   if   a stamped,   self-addressed envelope 
is included.

The NSQG newsletter is published six times 
a year.  Publication deadline is the 15th of  the 
months of    February,   April,  June,  August,  
October,  and December.    Articles  are due 
to the   editor   by   the   25th  of   the  previous 
publication month:  

        August 25th for October 15th Issue
        October 25th for December 15th Issue
The  editor  reserves the right to accept or reject 
advertising requests.  Ads must be quilt related.  
Advertising  must be submitted by  the 20th 
of  each    previous   publication     month,    i.e.  
February 20th  for  the  April  publication:  

        August 20th for October 15th Issue
        October 20th for December 15th Issue

Camera ready ads  must  be either jpegs, tiffs, 
or psd (Photoshop)  files.  If  you  don’t  have  
a camera ready ad, please contact the editor to 
contract an ad design.   Check with the editor for 
ad rates and sizes available.  Ads are placed on a   
space  available basis.     All    ads    must    be pre-
paid.  Please make your check payable to NSQG.     
Mail payment with ad materials to the Editor.

Betz McMahon      Newsletter Editor NSQG
PO Box 865                         Wisner, NE 68791          
402-529-3543                betzmc@cableone.net
                                     

COSMOS 2013 RAFFLE QUILT

Submitted by Region III Directors, Jan Hibbs and Shirley LaVene

Submitted by Terry Heessel

Sheri and Karen Ruwe with
their COSMOS quilt.
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Will you be our FRIEND?
The FRIENDS of  the International Quilt Study Center & Museum invites you to join the FRIENDS of  the IQSCM!  
FRIENDS, a 501 c3 non-profit organization,  compliments the IQSCM through its fund-raising activities.  FRIENDS 
is eligible for grants and other fund-raising opportunities that the museum is not.  

In 2012, our members’ generous  donations  have  enabled  us  to underwrite gallery guides for three exhibitions, 
purchase a table display case, video camera, TV/DVD and cart, way finding signage, gallery stanchions and Adobe 
Creative Suite licenses.  FRIENDS’ benefits include support of  the IQSCM’s  mission,  volunteer  opportunities, 
quarterly newsletter and a one-time complimentary admission to the museum.  

Membership is $35 and up per year.  To join, send your check to FRIENDS of  the IQSCM, PO Box 21936, Lincoln, 
NE 63542.   FRIENDS’ membership does not include museum membership.  

Exciting events are underway for our coming year.  Thanks to all who attended the Ricky Tims’ concert, sponsored by 
FRIENDS.  A HUGE thank you to Sue Boyer, for serving as President of  FRIENDS this past year.

For more information about membership levels and photos of  past events visit our website: www.IQSCfriends.org
We hope you’ll consider joining FRIENDS!

             “Sew a Seed, Watch it Grow”  That was our goal for QNE2013.  
Learning more about quilting: from Quilt History Day presenter Linda Pumphrey 
and a bonus from Carolyn Ducey, to all the classes and lectures that took place.  We 
had 42 different classes taught by 21 giving and talented “Nebraska” teachers along 
with the 5 national teachers.  Two of  those classes being taught to elementary and 
middle school aged students - the next generation of  quilters!

Being inspired by the 3 quilt shows hung for the weekend: “a Quilted Forest” 
with 40+ entries; “Sew . . . what grows in your Garden” with 30+ entries; and the 
“Teacher’s Gallery”.  Adding to our collections (aka stashes), inspiration for new 
and wonderful projects, aided by 14 vendors and teachers tempting us with their 

wares.   Enjoying a myriad of  stories and songs shared by James Hersch, Terry Waldron and Marie Bostwick.  Along 
with a little crying and a lot of  laughter.  And finally, but one of  the things we most enjoy, “budding” new friendships, 
“cultivating”  young friendships, and “reaping the harvest” of  friendships with our long-time quilting friends.

We couldn’t have done it without the help of  a multitude of  others.  Our committee chairs were:  Hannah Koops 
(video production), Julie Owens (logo designer),  April Bartels (graphic designer), Becky Wallroff  (web master), Katy 
Coleman (teachers), Sheila Green (quilt history), Linda Riesberg (vendors), Dorothy Heidemann-Nelson (registration 
book), Bonnie Kucera (class registration), Lori Duffek, Diane Swartzlander and Beth Peterson (quilt shows), Pam 
Thomas (challenge),  Sandi McMillan and Laura Franchini (show and tell), Elaine Martin (prayers and inspiration), 
LeeAnn Meduna (totes and lapel pins), Janalee Petsch (signage +++), Joanne Neeley (porter coordinator), Sandra 
Kosch (friendship exchange), Marie Clark (block exchange), Joan Waldman (charm swap), Nancy Shavlik, Paulette 
Peters and friends (table decorations) and Mike Dunetts (photographer).  
Along the way we were given support from many other friends, too numerous to list, along with our families.  We look 
forward to getting back to life with those who allowed us to take on this endeavor.  One of  those dear friends who 
was able to spend part of  her time with us during the weekend made the following comments:  “The women were so 
welcoming and being there Friday was a lot of  fun. I appreciated so much getting to go and get Marie, going to the 
talk by Terry and coming to the banquet.  It was fun to be apart of  QNE!”

See you next year!
 

QNE13 Sew a Seed, Watch it Grow!

Sheila Beins, Maralee Meyer, Susan Minchow and Connie Phillips QNE 2013Co-Chairs

Submitted by Sheila Green, President of FRIENDS of the IQSCM



Go Modern with 2013 NSQG Library Project
According to the Modern Quilt Guild website, modern quilting “includes, but is not limited to the use of  bold colors 

and prints, high contrast and graphic areas of  solid color, improvisational piecing, 
minimalism, expansive negative space, and alternate grid work. Modern tradition-
alism or the updating of  classic quilt designs is also often seen in modern quilting.”
The NSQG 2013 Library Project’s book for 2013 is Bright & Bold Cozy Modern 
Quilts by Kim Schaefer. Project quilts feature colorful bold fabrics but would be 
just as beautiful sewn with more subdued colors. Many of  the patterns would 
work well as scrap quilts. 
In May, 2013 a copy of  Bright & Bold Cozy Modern Quilts was sent to each public 
library in Nebraska except those who specifically requested to be dropped from 
the list.  
NSQG wants to encourage the newer, or even younger quilters by introducing this 
latest idea in quilting and wants to encourage those who have been quilting for a 
long time to try something new.  

discussed menus and worried over budgets.  They have done their best to provide us with a wonderful 3 ½ days of  
quilting experiences!  For their considerable time and efforts to “bring friends together” we award the Friendship Star 
to Sheila Beins, Susan Minchow, Maralee Meyer and Connie Phillips.

The Hall of Fame Award is not readily bestowed.  Past honorees have been prolific makers of  magnificent quilts, 
constant promoters of  the art of  quilt making, featured in magazines, and often known not only to us, but to others 
in the Quilt World. This year’s honoree is just such a person. For over a quarter of  a century she has quilted and 
promoted quilting! She means it when she says “anyone can do this!”  We all know her; she has been a cornerstone 
to QuiltNE - as a committee chairman multiple times in a variety of  capacities; a teacher /lecturer and as luncheon 
entertainment for us all.  She and a friend supported NSQG by making the fabulous raffle quilt “Nebraska’s Rising 
Sun” which was featured on the cover of  Quilters’ Newsletter, as well as being in their calendar.  

For many years she has been a constant help in many ways at the Nebraska State Fair quilt display and a volunteer at 
the International Quilt Study Center.  She is always willing to teach quilting to her local guilds and guilds across the 
state.  

Multiple articles she has written about quilting techniques have been featured in Quilter’s Newsletter Magazine. For at 
least 5 years she has taught and encouraged 4-H youth at a sewing camp and for 10 years donated the use of  sewing 
machines for the youth.  She has made and donated countless fund raising quilts – a well known one was for the 
Cattleman’s Ball and Cancer Research.  

Many of  her quilts show her love of  Nebraska, the Sandhills and family – they have “heart”.  Her quilts have won 
numerous ribbons and awards, from the county fair to the AQS Paducah show to the International Quilt Festival.  I 
personally always love her blue and white quilt work, and one year the Houston International Quilt Festival showed 
their good taste by choosing her blue and white quilt “For the Celeste’s” as the program cover! 

To quote one of  many letters of  nomination “Sandi McMillan, in my opinion, is our living equivalent to Grace 
McCance Snyder. She makes unbelievably beautiful quilts of  the highest quality and continues to do that year after 
year.” Congratulations to Sandi McMillan our 2013 Hall of  Fame inductee.

Continued from page 1.....Award Winners 2013
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CALL FOR BIDS - 2014 NSQG NEWSLETTER EDITOR
Bids are currently being accepted for the 2014 contract period of  January 1 through December 31, 2014.  Persons interested in submitting 
a bid must request a copy of  the specifications from the current  President-Elect,  Mary Weich.    Bids will be accepted until October 18th,  
2013.  Bids can be sent to 2000 Hwy 35N, Norfolk, NE 68701 or emailed to maweich@cableone.net.

Submitted by Mary Weich, NSQG President-Elect

Submitted by Cindy Scheinost, NSQG Awards Chair

Submitted by Janalee Petsch, 2013 Library Project Chair



Arapahoe
Wagner’s Quilts & Conversation

404 Chestnut
Arapahoe, NE 68922

308-962-8458
www.wagnersquiltsandconversation.com

wagnersquilts@live.com
Mon-Fri 9 - 6; Sat 9 - 4

Well-lit shop on one level, 20+ bolts of  
108”-120” wide backs,  quilt stencils, 

embroideries, JANOME Sewing Machines 
& accessories, fleece, flannels & fun 100% 

cotton fabrics & DMC Floss

Beatrice
Quilt Stitches

516 Court Street
Beatrice, NE 68310

402-223-1916
quiltstitches@windstream.net

Mon-Wed & Fri 10 - 5:30; 
Thurs 10 - 6:30; Sat 10 - 4

Quilt Shops & Related Businesses. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Cambridge
Cottage Inspirations

710 Nasby St.
Cambridge, NE 69022

308-697-4000
www.cottageinspirations.com

cottage@cottageinspirations.com
Tues-Fri 11 - 5:30; Sat 10 - 4

Fullerton
Calico Annie’s Quilt Shop
210 Broadway, PO Box 661

Fullerton, NE 68638
308-536-2925

www.calicoanniesquiltshop.com
calicoannie@questoffice.net

Mon-Fri 10 - 5, Sat 10 - 3

Holdrege
Quilter’s Delight

323 West Ave.
Holdrege, NE 68949

308-995-2728
www.quiltersdelight-nebraska.blogspot.com

quilter@atcjet.net
Mon-Wed & Fri 9:30 - 5:30;

Thurs till 7; Sat till 4

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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Kimball
Jan Sears, AQS Certified

Appraiser of  Quilts & 
Quilted Textiles

PO Box 428
Kimball, NE 69145

308-279-0163
308-697-4000

searsjanere@yahoo.com

Omaha
Sunshine Stitches

525 North 155th Plaza
Omaha, NE 68154

402-504-1345
www.sunshinestitches.com

Mon-Fri 10 - 6; Sat 10 - 5

York
The Quilt Basket
718 N Lincoln Ave.

York, NE 68467
402-362-5737

BERNINA Sales and Services
www.thequiltbasket-york.com
info@thequiltbasket-york.com

Mon-Fri 9:30 - 5;
Thurs 9:30 - 7; Sat 9:30 - 3

Your  shop  can  run  an ad listing for  $50 per  year.  You   will  receive  a listing in the membership book and 
be listed on the NSQG website under the Quilt shop tab with a description of  your store and a link to your 
website.  Contact  the  NSQG   Newsletter Editor, Betz McMahon at 402-529-3543 or betzmc@cableone.net.

Advertising 
Opportunity

Check out  IQSCM upcoming events at www.quiltstudy.org/visit_us/events.
	 Location: 1523 North 33rd St, Lincoln, Nebraska.  Hours:  Tuesday - Saturday 10 - 4 pm, Sunday 1 - 4 pm.  402-472-6549

	 June 7, 2013 - March 2, 2014: The Engineer Who Could: Ernest Haight’s Half-Century of  Quiltmaking.  A David City, 	
	 Nebraska, farmer, a 1923 Phi Beta Kappa, and 1924 agricultural engineering graduate from UNL—was a prolific quiltmaker 
	 from 1935 – 1986. This exhibition presents Haight’s quiltmaking as an extension of  engineering processes and in the context of  his 
	 family, religious, and community life and gender norms on the Great Plains.
	 August 25, 2013 IQSCM’s Book Club Sunday 1:15 - 2:15 pm.  Join IQSCM’s Book Club which meets in the Mary Ghormley 	
	 Reading Room at IQSCM.  This month’s book is “The Cross-Country Quilters”.   Book Three in the Elm Creek Quilt Series by 		
	 Jennier 	Chiaverini.  Free with admission.  Call 402-472-6549 for more information.
	 August 31, 2013 Open Sew, Saturday, 10:30 - 2 pm.  Quilters are invited to spend a few hours sewing at the musuem.  Free.
	 September 6, 2013 Public Lecture: “Men and the Art of  Quiltmaking”, Friday 5:30 - 6:30 pm.  Reception Hall.
	 Call 402-472-6549 for more information.
	 September 22, 2013 IQSCM’s Book Club Sunday 1:15 - 2:15 pm.  Join IQSCM’s Book Club which meets in the Mary
	 Ghormley Reading Room at IQSCM.  This month’s book is “When the Soul Mends”.   Book Three in the Sisters of  the Quilt 
	 triology by Cindy Woodsmall.  Free with admission.  Call 402-472-6549 for more information.
	 September 30, 2013 Open Sew, Saturday 10:30 - 2 pm.  Quilters are invited to spend a few hours sewing at the museum.  Free.
	 October 6, 2013 Public Lecture: “Caring for your Vintage Photographs”, Karen Keehr, Curator of  Photographs at
	 Nebraska State Fair Sunday 1:30 - 2:30 pm.  Will be held at the Nebraska State Historical Society.  	Call 402-472-6549 for 
	 more information.
	 December 7, 2012 - September 1, 2013, “Perfecting the Past: Colonial Revival Quilts”.  Beginning around the United States 
	 Centennial in 1876, Americans embraced a vision of  the nation’s colonial period as a simple and noble time. By making new quilts 	
	 inspired by those their fore-mothers supposedly had made, women felt that they were participating not only in tradition, but in 	
	 history itself. Perfecting the Past presents the inspirations for Colonial Revival style quilts.    
Details on these events can be found on IQSCM’s online event calendar at the website listed above.   More Public tours have been added due to the interest 
and commitment of  our wonderful volunteers.  Public tours are available of  the exhibition each day Tuesday-Saturday at 11:00 am and Saturday at 1:00 pm.   
The museum is offering scheduled tours for small groups who will be taken into the care and conversation laboratory for a close up look at rare textiles 
and to learn about quilt care, guided by a museum curator.  Check the website for more details about these tours.



Quilting Events 
August 9 - 10, 2013
“It’s All in the Sashings Lecture,” will be held by the Solomon Valley Quilt Guild in Downs, Kansas on August 9th at 7 
pm followed by a workshop on August 10 from 9:30 to 3:30 led by Barbara Eikmeier.  Join Barb at the lecture as she shares a 
series of  quilts and tops that feature block sets with sashings and cornerstones.  And at the workshop learn Barb’s system for 
fitting sashings and cornerstone designs to blocks of  any size.  A $25 fee will be charged for the workshop.  Please contact Pat 
Abercombie, 2872 V Rd, Barnard KS 67418.  This event will be held at the Downs Senior Center in Downs, Kansas.  

August 13 - October 10, 2013
“A Harmonics Textile Exhibit: Celebrating 6,” the Sixth Annual Exhibit of  Harmonics, a textile arts group including 
Elizabeth Sterns, Judy Bucklin Lane, Lois Puckett Wilson, Margrethe Ahlschwede, Marty Eischeid, and Zita Schneider, will be on 
display at the Bernina Sewing Studio, 1501 Pine Lake Rod, Suite 12.  The exhibit is free and open to the public during store hours.

August 15 - 18, 2013
Calico Quilt Club’s 2013 Annual Quilt Show: “Sew” Many Stitches  Featured Quilter is Kathy Eller. The Show will be held 
August 15 from 10 am - 8 pm; August 16 - 17 from 10 am - 4:30 pm and August 18 1:30 - 4 pm.  Admission is $3.00.  Columbus 
Art Gallery in the lower level at Columbus Public Library, 2504 14th Street, Columbus, Nebraska.  For more information contact 
Karen Melcher.

September 15, 2013
2013 Camp Fontanelle Annual BBQ Quilt Auction A Fun Day for the Whole Family.  Quilt Auction will start at 2:30 pm.  
Lunch is served from Noon to 3 pm.  Freewill donation for lunch and most activities.  Numerous quilts were donated and will be 
auctioned off. The quilts are of  varying prices and preciousness including at least one made by a state senator’s wife.  The quilt 
auction and donations received the day of  the BBQ goes a long way in supporting the camping ministry of  Camp Fontanelle.  
Camp Fontanelle, 9677 County Road 3, Nickerson, NE 68044.  (2 miles south of  Fontanelle off  Highway 91).  Visit www.
campfontanelle.com for further directions.  Call Priscilla Wilson at 402-720-5129 or 727-0755 for more information.

September 16,  2013
“Country Piecemakers Quilt Guild Present a Dessert/Live Mini Quilt Auction,” located at the Immaculate Monastery, 
300 N 18th, Norfolk, NE at 7 pm. For more information call Elaine Koenig at 402-379-1854.

March 15, 2015
“National Quilting Day, 2014,” International Quilt Study Center & Museum, Lincoln, NE.  Contact Sheila Green at 402-483-
0453 or sheilagreen@windstream.net. 

A new exhibition at the International Quilt Study Center & Museum will showcase the work 
of  famed Nebraska quiltmaker, farmer and college-trained engineer Ernest Haight.

“The Engineer Who Could” opened June 7th runs through March 2, 2014, and examines the contributions Haight 
made toward  innovating modern quilting practices early in the American quilt revival.  In his senior adult years, 
Haight shared his timesaving practices in demonstrations, exhibitions and letters sent across the U.S., as well as in his 
1974 book, “Practical Machine-Quilting for the Homemaker.”  “As an engineering college graduate I think in terms 
of  methods as well as esthetics.” 
“These quilts help tell the Ernest Haight story that brings together rural family life, professional engineering skills and 
the development of  quiltmaking in the twentieth century,” said Jonathan Gregory, curator of  the exhibition.  This 
exhibition will be the IQSCM’s first on Haight and his quilts.  Based on extensive primary research, it promises to 

shed new light on an important Nebraska quiltmaker. Gregory uncovered new information 
through  his  extensive  interviews with Haight’s family, and in-depth study of  the  family’s 
collection of  quilts, patterns, correspondence and other papers.

Haight was recognized for his contributions to quiltmaking methodology when he became 
an inaugural inductee to the Nebraska Quilters Hall of  Fame in 1986.  “Ernest Haight’s quilts 
and his innovations demonstrate how a  person can  take their abilities,  engineering  and 
mechanical skills in his case, and apply them in surprising ways that are personally satisfying 
and a benefit to others,” Gregory said.

IQSCM  is located  on the University  of  Nebraska-Lincoln’s East Campus at 33rd and 
Holdrege streets. The museum is open Tuesday to Saturday 10 a.m.-4 p.m. and Sunday 1-4 
p.m. Admission is $6 for adults, $3 for students and children 5-18 and free for children 4 and 
under. Family and tour rates are available.

“THE ENGINEER THAT COULD”

7

Kaleidoscope Star, Original Design 
and Pieced by Ernest B. Haight 
about 1938, Hand quilted by 
Elmer Haight about 1940.

Submitted by Laura Chapman, 
IQSCM Communications Coordinator
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New Members 
(as of July 1, 2013)

AUGUSTIN,  
BONNIE
2064 - 132nd Road
Shelby, NE  68662-5509
(402) 527-5137

BORTNER,  
MAURICE
39998 Hwy 23
Moorefield, NE  69039
(308) 367-5524
(308) 367-6466 
mbortner@yahoo.com 

BROWN,  ARLEN
518 S. Rhode Island Ave
Hastings, NE  68901
(402) 463-5202

BROWN,  SUE
518 S. Rhode Island Ave
Hastings, NE  68901
(402) 463-5202
sbrown1@unl.edu 

CARTER,  MARY 
ANN
13293 T Road
Shelby, NE  68662
(402) 527-5167

DIX-JOHNSON,  
KAREN
8404 Walnut Circle
Omaha, NE  68124
(402) 393-1026
kdix3@cox.net 

ELLEDGE,  ANGEL
Box 63
Superior, NE  68978
(402) 879-4570

HINCKLEY,  BECKY
912 N 148th St
Omaha, NE  68154
(402) 493-5497
(402) 210-5497 
behinckley@hotmail.com 

HOOPER,  NOELLE
2416 Del Monte Ave
Grand Island, NE  68803
(308) 675-0430
noelle55165@yahoo.com 

JENSEN,  KAREN
PO Box 825
Ogallala, NE  69153
(308) 284-8490
(816) 853-8419 
kadijen@yahoo.com 

JOHNSON,  SANDY
PO Box 281
Lyons, NE  68038
(402) 687-2344
(402) 385-1904 
dsjohnson1994@gmail.com 

JONES,  JANE
5612 Fay Blvd
Omaha, NE  68117
(402) 990-2177 
jmjones6061@gmail.com 

LUCAS,  RUTH
601 E 6th
McCook, NE  69001
(308) 345-6225
(308) 340-1093 
garyruth@gpcom.net 

MANSKE,  SHANNON
830 Main St., Apt. #4
Seward, NE  68434
(402) 646-0454 
red.manske@gmail.com 

MASTERS,  JOAN
1101 Pauline Blvd
Ann Arbor, MI  48103
(734) 761-4560
joanm@umich.edu 

MCGAHAN,  MARILYN
121 N Silber Ave
North Platte, NE  69101
(308) 520-4851 
mcgahanm@charter.net 

MINCHOW,  JENNY
15200 Raymond Rd
Waverly, NE  68462
(402) 786-2928
jenmin2@lycos.com 

MISCHKE,  JUDY
83695 - 555th Ave
Norfolk, NE  68701
(402) 371-6819
(402) 640-0153 
judymischke@gmail.com 

NORENBERG,  JILL
2506 East 10th Street
Fremont, NE  68025
(402) 721-0615
quilt68025@gmail.com 

RHOADES,  ROCHELLE
2518 W 10th St
Hastings, NE  68901
(402) 462-8924

RUSSI,  KATHERYN
5965 Village Circle
Johnston, IA  50131
(515) 331-0270
(515) 333-1764 
kwrussi@aol.com 

SCHLUCKEBIER,  
SHIRLEY
306 Bradford St
Seward, NE  68434
(402) 643-6441
(402) 643-0270 
sanns6441@gmail.com 

STAUSS,  JENNIFER
1212 W Koenig St
Grand Island, NE  68801
(308) 390-5253
jlstauss@gmail.com 

STERNS,  ELIZABETH
3832 Orchard St.
Lincoln, NE  68503

THANEL,  LIZ
1715 McKelvie Road
Garland, NE  68360
(402) 558-2235

WALTON,  LINDA
1222 N 11th St
David City, NE  68632
(402) 367-0422
(402) 314-9679 
walton771@gmail.com 

WILSON,  JANET
641 N Chestnut St
Red Cloud, NE  68970
(402) 746-2854

New Members - - 2013 Membership Roster

Electronic Newsletter
The  NSQG  newsletter is available to NSQG members  in an  electronic  
version.   The newsletter is in a PDF file and  you  will need Adobe 
Acrobat Reader to view and/or print the file.  If  you   wish  to  have  
the  electronic version of  the newsletter, please notify your membership 
chair: Darice Cecil at dcecil@neb.rr.com.



www.nsqg.org
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Address Changes 
(as of July 1, 2013)

ALLEN,  JANE ANN
814 Stewart Ave
North Platte, NE  69101
(308) 534-4984

ATKINSON,  JANET C.
1030 S 2nd St
Albion, NE  68620-1666
(402) 395-6386
jjatkinson@frontiernet.net 

BANGSUND,  KATHY
400 Lyncrest Drive
Lincoln, NE  68510
(402) 483-1270
(402) 416-0135 
 
BAUMBACH,  KATHIE
4521 S 48th St
Lincoln, NE  68516-1273
(402) 488-2721

BETTS,  JO
318 Windsor Dr.
Iowa City, IA  52245
(319) 337-7100
(319) 331-7103 

BIRZER,  DIANNE
1892 N 115th Plaza
Apt 3922
Omaha, NE  68154
(509) 619-8042
(402) 240-7323 
birzersmith@msn.com 

BOHMONT,  SHARON
925 Rd F-1
Schuyler, NE  68661
(402) 352-2238
(402) 615-3307 
wbohmont402@q.com 

BRANDL,  CAROL
3303 SW 80th Circle
Lincoln, NE  68532
(402) 420-9917
(402) 560-8248 
needtosew@gmail.com 

BROWN,  VICKI
502 West 3rd Street
North Platte, NE  69101
(308) 530-2546
vbrown@nppsd.org 

CARLSON,  MARY LOU
2319 Park Place Dr
Fremont, NE  68025
(402) 721-0524
maryloucarlson@hotmail.com 

CHAPMAN,  LARRY
2055 Parkview Dr.
Seward, NE  68434
(402) 643-3366
lcchapman@windstream.net 

CLAUSEN,  KATHY
2209 7th Ave
Boelus, NE  68820
(308) 996-4314
(308) 750-3374 
gclausen@nctc.net 

DAHLGREN,  SANDY
11148  738  Rd
Holdrege, NE  68949-4017
(308) 995-4671
(308) 991-6243 
sdahlgren@gmail.com 

DLUGOSH,  JANEE
5350 Bridle Ln
Lincoln, NE  68516
(402) 421-8726
(402) 499-2174 
ldlugosh@neb.rr.com 

DOEDEN,  CAROL
4166 Parkview Drive
Blair, NE  68008
(402) 426-4480
froggy@huntel.net 

EPP,  ELLA
PO Box 286
Henderson, NE  68371-0286
(402) 723-5348

FOSLER,  MARIAN
2215 Adams Rd
Milford, NE  68405-8403
(402) 643-2161

GARRIS,  BOBBIE
4010 Manchester Rd
Grand Island, NE  68803

GILLETT,  LINDA J.
42988 Rd 721
Edison, NE  68936-3005
(308) 991-7295 
cottonwoodquilter
@gmail.com 

GREGG,  RUTH
5442 S 93 St
Omaha, NE  68127
(402) 331-4680
(402) 238-9704 
r_g68127@msn.com 

HARRIS,  DIANE
771 Rd V
Bladen, NE  68928
(402) 756-1541

HIBBS,  JAN
74236 Rd 432
Elwood, NE  68937
(308) 785-2652
(308) 325-0259 
jhibbs@atcjet.net 

HIGLEY,  PHYLLIS
7320 Raven Cir
Lincoln, NE  68506
(402) 486-3901
phigley@neb.rr.com 

HOFFMAN,  SHIRLENE
223 N 198th Ave
Elkhorn, NE  68022
(402) 884-1911
(402) 366-7836 
shirlenehoffman@cox.net 

JENSEN,  JANICE
3361 Rd. B
Superior, NE  68978
(402) 879-4906

KELLY,  PAULA
3404 53rd St.
Columbus, NE  68601
(402) 564-9250
(402) 910-4664 
pfkell@yahoo.com 

KLEPPINGER,  MARTY
302 North Smith Avenue
Elwood, NE  68937
(308) 325-0032
mkleppinger001@msn.com 

KLUDT,  KAREN
7410 S 189th St.
Omaha, NE  68136
(402) 658-6513
karklu@cox.net 

KNAPP,  MARY
17644 Fox Hollow
Garfield, AR  72732
(479) 586-9092
quiltr638@gmail.com 

LINK,  MARTY
1210 Peach St.
Lincoln, NE  68502-2335
(402) 477-7509
(402) 540-0574 
link.marty@gmail.com 

Address Changes - - 2013 Membership Roster

Quilting forever.....housework never!



O’BRIEN,  TERRI
13408 S. 29th Ave
Bellevue, NE  68123
(402) 291-1172

PAULSEN,  TERRY
666 N 24th St
Blair, NE  68008-1129
(402) 426-2402
dtpaulsen@abbnebraska.com 

PROCHNOW-CORNELL,  
BETTY W.
1502 Ft. Cook Rd So. #258
Bellevue, NE  68005
(402) 291-6260

PURINTUN,  KRISTI
75580 Rd 444
Overton, NE  68863
(308) 987-2562
(308) 325-1486 

RICHARDS,  LINDA
1208 Norris Ave
McCook, NE  69001
(308) 345-7140
(308) 737-7790 
larlinrichards62@gmail.com 

RIEDY,  LINDA C.
436 Oat Road
Hope, KS  67451
(785) 282-6913
(785) 620-7404 
riedy1977@yahoo.com 

SCHLOSSER,  JAYNE A
16851 Karen St
Omaha, NE  68135-2628
(402) 895-6849
OmahaQOB@aol.com 

SCHWALM,  JOAN L.
8120 Lamplighter Circle
Lincoln, NE  68510
(402) 489-6960

SCHWERY,  AUDREY
18938 Pagentry Place
Monument, CO  80132
(402) 490-3586 
schweryr@aol.com 

SCOTT,  JANET
1560 County Rd Y
Cedar Bluffs, NE  68015
(402) 628-2580
(402) 720-1566 
Lazy_Jan@yahoo.com 

SMITH,  WILLA
3830 Cape Charles Ct.
Lincoln, NE  68516
(402) 420-2422
rswd660@inebraska.com 

SOFLIN,  DONNA
1510 Liberty Dr.
Lexington, NE  68850
(308) 324-5381
dlsoflin@msn.com 

SPOMER,  JUDY
403 Seminole Dr
McCook, NE  69001
quiltngal27@gmail.com 

SWARTZLANDER,  DIANE
3495 Fletcher Rd
Seward, NE  68434
diane.swartzlander@gmail.com 

THOMAS,  PAM
8622 South 99th Circle
La Vista, NE  68128
(402) 905-4752
(308) 440-6150 
pkmeyerthomas@yahoo.com 

VOLLMER,  KATHLEEN
9502 Mitchell Rd.
Papillion, NE  68046-4529
(402) 331-0309

VOSS,  BARBARA
2353 Kristian St.
Iowa City, IA  52240-9181
(319) 354-5071
barbara-voss@uiowa.edu 

WEBER,  RITA
2309 6th Ave.
Kearney, NE  68845
(308) 234-4253
(308) 627-6400 
sandhill2@frontiernet.net 

Quilt Shops
and Quilt Related  Businesses 

(as of July 1, 2013)

Adel Quilting and Dry Goods Co.
909 Prairie St.
Adel, IA  50003
515-993-1170
adel.quilting@mchsi.com
www.adelquilting.com

Quilt Stitches
516 Court Street
Beatrice, NE  68310
402-223-1916
quiltstitches@windstream.net

Calico Annie’s Quilt Shop
210 Broadway
PO Box 661
Fullerton, NE  68638
308-536-2925
calicoannie@qwestoffice.net
www.calicoanniesquiltshop.com

Jan Sears, Certified Quilt Appraiser
PO Box 428
Kimball, NE  69145-0428
308-249-0163
searsjanere@yahoo.com

Sunshine Stitches
595 N. 155th Plaza
Omaha, NE  68154
402-504-1345
info@sunshinestitches.com
www.sunshinestitches.com

Address Changes  & Quilt Shops - - 2013 Membership Roster
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Every quilter has a masterpiece inside!





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We’re easy to find with plenty of parking, just 15 miles west of Des Moines where  

US Highways 169 and 6 intersect.  From I-80, take exit #110.   

Visit our new website for a map and to learn all about us.  

Be sure to check out the events calendar! 

adelquilting.com 





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Come “Ridin the Rails” to North Platte, Nebraska June 24-27, 2014. 
Our national teachers are: Ami Simms, Becky Goldsmith, elinor 
peace bailey, Jodi Barrows and Robbi Joy Eklow. So we hope you 
make “tracks” and you’ll have a “rail” good time!

QNE 2014 --- RIDING THE RAILS

CALL FOR TEACHERS’ PROPOSALS

Please consider sharing your time and talents  with  quilters at Quilt Nebraska  2014  to  be  held in North Platte, 
Nebraska, July 24-27, 2014.

Teachers  will be paid $200.00 for each lecture,  $200.00 for a ½ day class and  $400.00 for a full-day class. Please 
submit class proposals by January 15, 2014. Include as much information as possible including a short description, 
supplies needed,  photos,  instructions, source  of   class pattern  or  inspiration  and  duration  of  your proposed 
presentation along with a short bio.

Send to: Diann Sorensen, 2138 E. Hansen Trail Road, North Platte, Ne. 69101 or email dsorensen@inebraska.com  
Questions? Call Diann at 308-532-1510 or 308-520-0567.

Submitted by Sharon Nejedly, QNE 2014  Co-Chair

Submitted by Sue Boyer

COMING NOVEMBER 9, 2013...A SPECIAL EVENT WITH BRENDA GROELZ, 
SPONSORED BY FRIENDS OF THE IQSCM.  WATCH FOR DETAILS!!!!!

Submitted by Sue Boyer



2014 Raffle Quilt Makers 

Submitted by Jan Sittler, 
2013 Nebraska State Fair Superintendent

NEBRASKA STATE FAIR QUILT SHOW 
“The Thrill of  It All” is the theme of  the 2013 Nebraska State Fair.  I hope many of  you are planning to visit the fair, see the 
new midway, some great entertainment, eat your favorite fair food and of  course, spend lots of  time at the Quilt Show.  A real 
highlight of  any quilt show is seeing your own quilts on exhibit so check out these deadlines which are fast approaching.

Entry Deadline: Wednesday, August 7th, 5 pm.  Check the Entry Book at www.statefair.org.  You can enter on line or by 
mail.  See the entry book for all the details!

Quilt Delivery Deadline: Thursday, August 15th, 3 pm.
	 1.  Deliver them in person to the State Fair Exhibition Hall on Wednesday, August 14th from 3 to 8 pm or		
	      on Thursday, August 15th, 8 am to 3 pm.
	 2.  Deliver to a Drop-off/Return Site at the North Platte fairgrounds Sunday,  August 11th, Noon to 3 pm or
	      in Seward on Sunday,  August 11th, Noon to 5 pm.  See Entry Book for details.
          	 3.  Mail them in to be received by Thursday, August 15th, 3 pm.  See Entry Book for details.

Quilt Judging: Saturday,  August 17th, Noon to 5 pm, Sunday, August 18th, 8 am to 5 pm and Monday,
August 19th, 8 am til done.  Judging results will be available at www.statefair.org sometime after the start of  the fair August 
23rd.

Quilt Hanging & Display: Tuesday,  August 20th, 5 - 9 pm and Wednesday, August 21st, 8 am til done.  Take down 
starts at 7 pm on Labor Day, September 1st.  Exhibit Halls are open Friday August 23rd through Labor Day, September 3rd, 
9 am - 9 pm.  Come and enjoy the beautiful quilts in air-conditioned comfort!

Workers Still Needed!!  White Glove Volunteers: Check your calendars for scheduled times or contact Susan 
Smith at quiltaholic55@gmail.com. She still needs workers!  Contact Noelle Hooper- 55165@yahoo.com.  She 
needs people to help hang quilts and take them down on Labor Day evening.

Our  good friend and fellow quilter, Mary Weich, was given a huge task!   It  is  well  know  when   you   have  a 
momentous task, you turn to friends and fellow quilters.  After  the  initial, OMG reaction,  we  were  honored and 
terrified.  There  was  a  history of  award winning quilts,  how  could  we possibly accomplish this challenges and 
represent our Guild and Northeast Nebraska. 

With the 2014 Quilt Nebraska hosted by North Platte, we wanted to represent the host city. The group discussed 
North Platte and the historic events of  the Union Pacific Railroad. 
Katie Wilson contacted Union Pacific to acquire permission to use 
UP’s poster and we were off!  Katie  designed  the  quilt using the 
Nebraska block and Road to California block.

We enjoyed a fun filled shopping trip and elected to use fabrics from 
Jo Morton, a Nebraska designer.  After  input from  the group we 
assembled  weekl y to  secretly construct this  quilt.  We all had our 
assigned tasks to maintain consistent workmanship. 

We had sewers, rippers, pressers and planners as well as our quality 
c o n t r o l 
checker! 

We discussed and at times cussed the weather, the events 
of  the day and whatever was on our minds. We met our 
goal deadline and lovingly traveled to the Osmond Coun-
tryside to Stephanie Stuckrath and her longarm quilting 
business, Country View Quilting. After leaving her, we 
were confident that her creativity would shine through 
and our Union Pacific theme would be realized. We offer 
you the 2013 raffle quilt.

Submitted by Katie Wilson, Elaine Koenig, Mary 
Weich, Kaye Petta and Stephanie Stuckrath

QNE 2014 Raffle Quilt
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NSQG 2014 OFFICERS NOMINATIONS
The members of  the Nominating Committee for 2014 are pleased to present the following nominations:

President Elect:  Shirley Spence, Stanton I live between Stanton and Pilger on my husband’s 
family farm. We do not farm but have a small trucking company. We have 4 boys, 3 grand kids 
and 2 great-grand kids.  
I started sewing as a small child.  I made my clothes as well as for my siblings.  My first quilt in 
1956 was a machine appliquéed sunbonnet ladies.  I don’t think I put batting in the border.  The 
next ones I made were for my boys many years ago and again with no batting in the borders.  
I got serious about quilting in 1989 and have been at it ever since.  I belong to several quilt 
groups and have held a yearly sewing bee for several years at my church and made comfort 
quilts.  I especially like Southwest quilts and have made many. 
Looking forward to serving NSQG in the upcoming years.  Happy Quilting,  Shirley Spence 
Secretary:  Janet Wilson, Red Cloud  Rev. Janet Wilson is a beginning quilter but has been drawn to and interested 

in quilts since a girl.  She has always been interested in art, creative processes, color, nature and 
history.  Quilts are a medium that  bring all these together.  She is wanting to get past just being 
interested and get more into learning about and making quilt projects. She likes and enjoys all the 
different venues that quilting has from traditional quilts to art quilts and everything else in-be-
tween.  She is a member of  the Pivot Point Quilters that meets in Bladen, NE. Janet is an associate 
pastor along with Steve, her husband, who is the senior pastor at Cornerstone Assembly of  God 
in Red Cloud, NE.  They have two grown sons, two lovely daughter-in-laws and three wonderful 
grandchildren, who all live in the Omaha area.  Have a blessed day,  Jan Wilson 

Region I: Laura Lenzen, Lincoln  I was born and raised in Lincoln, Nebraska and have never lived any place 
else.  I feel very lucky for that.  I am married to a very patient, supportive man who always 
says, “Quilters are the best people in the world.”  I would add “and quilter’s husbands” to that 
statement.  He and I were both Highway Engineers for the Nebraska Department of  Roads.  
Between us, we served at the Roads for more than 80 years; and now enjoy retirement with our 
cats.  You may have run into my husband, Lou.  He’s the tall, skinny dude waiting patiently in the 
parking lot of  some quilt shop.  We have a son who lives with his family in Deshler,  Nebraska;  
and  a  daughter  who  lives  with her family here in Lincoln.  Between them, we have been 
blessed with nine beautiful grandchildren.  Lots of  excuses to make more quilts.

I don’t remember exactly when I started quilting; but I certainly know who to blame.  My best friend, Ann Sulek, 
got me started by giving me stacks and stacks of  quilting magazines.  Then the coup de grace:  She took me to the 

Nebraska State Quilt Guild convention in North Platte 
and my life was changed forever.  The years flew by in a 
flurry of  fat quarters and sweet quilting friends.  Ann is 
still my best friend; but I see far less of  my family (unless 
they visit me in my sewing room.)  I do come up for air 
on Holidays - if  I have to.

The reality is I’m just a recently retired highway engi-
neer who prefers to remain in the background, but feels 
obligated to serve the organization that has given me so 
much joy in past years. My goal is to do the best I can and 
hopefully not mess up too much.

The remaining officer nominations  will be introduced 
in the October NSQG newsletter.  If   you are one of  
the officers, please send biographical information and 
photo to NSQG Newsletter Editor, Betz McMahon at 
betzmc@cableone.net.  

Scholarship Winners 2013 Convention
Bonnie Augustin, Crystal Hoskins, Lori Duffek and Shannon Manske

Submitted by President-Elect 2013, Mary Weich 13



Submitted by LeAnne Killion, Threads Chair

Submitted by Sheila Green, NSQG Education Chair

The Ninth Annual Threads Across Nebraska is scheduled for October 11 & 12, 2013 at the Buffalo County Fairgrounds in 
Kearney, NE.  The hours are Friday 9 to 7 and Saturday 9 to 4.  Admission is $6 per adult and $3 for children under 12. The 
featured quilter this year is Bonnie Kucera from Hickman. She has won numerous ribbons and awards with her quilts at the 
Nebraska State Fair. Bonnie will also be giving short presentations during show hours.

The quilt requests have gone out for the guilds and groups that we had contact information for. Hopefully every guild and group 
has received their request information, as well as how to enter the quilt. If  your group or guild has not received the information, 
please contact LeAnne Killion at llkillion@gmail.com and I will get the information to you. When you are registering your quilt 
if  you go to the NSQG website, nsqg.org, there is a link in the Threads Across Nebraska info box. That link will allow you to 
fill the form out online and you will receive an email telling you it was entered. The nice thing for me is that the information 
submitted will go directly into a database, which means no copying and pasting for LeAnne!!

We have plenty of  space this year so we will  have an area where we will display quilts that have been made in classes that Bonnie 
has taught at QuiltNebraska’s and any other place you may have taken a class from her. 

With an event of  this size,  the success of  Threads relies on the help of  volunteers.  Volunteers are needed in the areas of  col-
lecting and hanging the quilts. We also need people to work at the admission table on Friday and Saturday.  Please  email or call 
LeAnne at llkillion@gmail.com or 308-440-8867 with your offer of  help!! 
Quilt and textile appraisals will be offered Friday and Saturday during show hours. Jan Sears, AQS Certified Appraiser of  Quilted 
Textiles, will be doing the appraisals and giving presentations related to appraisals and fabric. Jan offers written appraisals for 
insurance purposes and will consultation on age and history of  antique quilts. Quilts can be newly made or antique.   There is a 
charge for written appraisals.   To set up an appointment with Jan call her at 308-279-0163 or email her at searsjanere@yahoo.
com.

We have 33 vendors signed up this year and a few of  them are new to Threads Across Nebraska. We will have rotary blade and 
scissor sharpening from Just Wright Sharpening out of  Lincoln and metal breeze catchers from Breeze Catcher Quilts, Omaha.  
Plan to come and enjoy the exciting weekend of  quilts and shopping!!   Make your hotel reservations; check the brochure posted 
on the NSQG website for hotel information and mention Threads for a discount!!

We will have an area for guilds to sell tickets on their opportunity quilts. Each group is responsible for their own quilt rack for 
display and ticket takers.   If  a couple of  guilds want to share the task that is okay.    There will be tables available, I just need to 
know how many will be used! DO NOT send  a quilt without a person in attendance, if  you do the quilt will not go up.

Load up the car with friends, family or neighbors and visit us in Kearney.   Remember, Threads is the responsibility of  all of  us 
to make it successful!!   See you there.....

THREADS ACROSS NEBRASKA
MARK YOUR CALENDARS!!!!

OCTOBER 11, 12th of 2013!
KEARNEY, NEBRASKA

DISCOVER NEBRASKA
It’s not too late to think about offering Discover Nebraska presentations in your community!  Discover Nebraska is an educa-
tional outreach program that enriches the 4th grade  Social Studies curriculum,  combing the history of  the state of  Nebraska 
and the history of  quiltmaking.  
How to get started?  Go to www.DiscoverNebraska.org to learn more.  If  you’re interested, contact Sheila Green for a packet 
with complete information, including classroom materials.  You’re welcome to observe a presentation given by Lincoln Quilt 
Guild members.  Our scheduled presentations are on the website.  Please let us know if  you’d like to come, as we need to notify 
the schools in advance. 

LQG is also offering presentations at the International Quilt Study Center & Museum.  This may be of  interest to schools out-
side the Lincoln area as they come to Lincoln for field trips.  The combination Discover Nebraska presentation and docent led 
tour of  the current exhibitions takes two hours.  A grant may be available from the Nebraska Arts Council that can cover busing 
and museum admission.  
Contact me if  you’d like to learn more. Sheila Green, NSQG Education Chair, (402)483-0453, sheilagreen@windstream.net.
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Submitted by LeAnne Killion, Threads Chair

Submitted by Sheila Green, President of FRIENDS of the IQSCM

Wednesday Girls: Ginny Welty, Jean Davie, Frankie 
Best, Kari Ronning, Dr. Crews, Carroll Dischner, Pat 
Cole, Mary Ghormley, Lois Wilson and Pat Hackley

Dr. Crews and Sue Boyer

FRIENDS honor Dr. Crews
FRIENDS of  the IQSCM hosted a celebration and reception in honor of  Dr. Patricia  Cox Crews, the founding 
director of  the IQSCM. Dr. Crews is retiring from that  position to return to full time teaching and research in the 
Department of   Textiles, Merchandising, and Fashion Design at UNL.   
The  June 25 event was  planned by Board members of  the Friends of  the 
International Quilt Study Center and Museum for IQSCM volunteers by 
Lois Wilson with assistance from Pat Hackley and Sheila Green.  

Special  guests  were the Wednesday Girls. The Wednesday Girls are the 
Lincoln Quilters Guild members  who  carried  out  the Nebraska quilt 
documentation project. Dr. Crews became a member  of  the team when she 
was asked to serve as one of  the editors of  the book Nebraska Quilts and 
Quiltmakers , published by the University of  Nebraska  Press. Twenty-one 
guild members were involved starting before 1985 and since the  completion 
of  the project, those still in the area have met monthly as the  Wednesday 

Girls. 
Sue Boyer,  president of  Friends, spoke as did Marin Hanson, curator of  collections 
who has  been in the IQSCM staff  for twelve years, Frankie Best, chair of  the Nebraska  
Quilt Documentation Project, and Dianne Thomas, past president of  Friends.   Dr. 
Crews was presented a card along with the promise of  a check to fund a  project or 
projects on Dr. Crews’ Wish List for the IQSCM. 

BONNIE KUCERA -- FEATURED SPEAKER AT 2013 THREADS ACROSS NEBRASKA
Bonnie Kucera is a born and bred rancher’s daughter from the Sandhills of  North Central Nebraska but now lives in Hickman 
with her husband Douglas. Her daughter, Michelle has two boys Dalton, 10, Seth, 8 and a girl Carley, 6.   Both Bonnie and her 
husband are accountants and to unwind from those numbers, he gardens and she quilts.

Both of  her parents had graduated from the University of  Nebraska at Lincoln – Dad an agriculture teacher and Mom a home 
economics teacher.  Mom sewed all of  their clothes so teaching her daughter to sew came natural.  Like all country kids, they 
all were in 4-H and Bonnie cooked and sewed her way through grade school and high school summers in between driving cattle 
and working in the hayfield.  Her freshman year in Home Ec., while the other girls made cotton skirts, Bonnie made a wool suit.  
She only remembers having 2 dresses that came home from the store.

In college, she made most of  my own clothes.  That was when the hottest fabric was polyester and the skirts were short – very 
short so it was inexpensive to make a new dress for that date on Saturday night.  Bonnie graduated with a Bachelor of  Science 
in Interior Design.

After graduation, she moved to California and worked for an interior design firm as an assistant designer and first class flunky.  
She also went back to school to get a degree in Accounting.  During the her years there, she saved all the obsolete drapery and 
upholstery samples that were 100% cotton.  

In 1985, she had finished my Master’s Degree, gotten a better job, and with daughter Michelle in 4-H she longed to get back to 
sewing.  And that was when a quilt guild started in Aurora where we lived.  Some things are just meant to be.

Bonnie found out quickly that she loved hand appliqué and hand quilting.  After buying a few patterns, she also found out that 
she prefers to make up my own pattern.  Bonnie also enjoys the pleasure of  teaching.

Bonnie has been fortunate to have won Best of  Show at the Nebraska State Fair once in 1994 and again in 2000.  She has been 
juried into Houston’s International Quilt Festival and Paducah’s American Quilt Society’s Show.  Bonnie has won numerous blue 
ribbons at the Nebraska State Fair and at the county fairs where she was living.  She is active in the Nebraska State Quilt Guild 
and in the local guilds and am a volunteer at the International Quilt Study Center and Museum.

Most of  all, Bonnie just loves to quilt.  In 2002, her husband said, why don’t you just quit your job and stay home and quilt.  He 
did not have to say that twice.  Bonnie’s job is now quilting and she takes her job very seriously !!  She says she Loves her hus-
band, but her Passion is quilting.  The house rules is:  If  Mom’s quilting, Mom’s happy, and If  Mom’s happy, everyone is happy!

15



Tour Leader: 
Kris Vierra
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Nebraskans attend IQFOI
The Second International Quilt Festival of  Ireland was held June 7, 8 & 9 at the NUIG (University Campus) in Galway, 

Ireland.

Nebraskans with others from around the globe viewed 
the many quilt exhibits in the “Quilters Village”, which 
was created from the existing campus buildings located 
throughout the spacious campus.  Exhibits included Under 
the Sea, Quilting Friends, Spirit Rising, Irish Pride, Feeling 
Groovy, Journal Quilts, I Believe, Under the Black Light 
Moon, Cornucopia and Hoffman Challenge, Mentality 
of  a Quilters, Rain, Games & Puzzles, What’s Happening 
and Playground (children’s exhibit).  Many of  the exhibits 
incorporated a 3-D element---a disco light in the Feeling 
Groovy Exhibit, black lights over the Black Light Moon 
Exhibit, life like props of  sea life with the Under the Sea 

Exhibit, prison guards and building for the male prisoner’s 
quilt exhibit, men (dressed in kilts) supervising the men’s quilt exhibit and the beautiful Galway Cathedral featuring the 
I Believe Exhibit.

Our tour leader, sponsored by Jim West’s ‘Sew Many Places’, was Kris Vierra, Lincoln, NE.  Other 
NSQG members involved in the Quilt Festival were Cathy Audley and Sue Chaffee, (Sisterspeak) 
with their presentation of  written messages within their quilts.

Extended day tours were also offered to various attractions and locations including: Celtic Crystal 
Factory Tour, Connemara Marble Factory Tour, Cliffs of  Moher, Dingle Peninsula, Kylemore Ab-
bey & Gardens, Bridgits Garden and Ashford Castle, Blarney Castle, Blarney Woolen Mills, Rock 
of  Cashel, St. Patrichs Cathedral (with its quilt pattern tiled floor), Trinity College (which houses 
the Book of  Kells), Celtic Dancers and Musicians, quaint villages & towns, floral gardens,  thatched 
roofed dwellings, castles, the beautiful “patchwork of  green” landscape, new friendships, memories 
to cherish and so much more.

I encourage you to consider entering a quilt(s) in next year’s exhibits, the third International Quilt Festival of  Ireland.  
I also encourage you to travel across the pond…

Submitted by Sandra Kosch

Nebraskans with Jim West


