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    CONGRATULATIONS TO THE
              2014 HONOREES! 
Without the hardworking engineers, conductors and brakemen, 
the train just doesn’t go.  So too, without these very hard working 
women, QuiltNebraska would not be happening.  They have 
engineered for us a wonderful, fun filled 3 ½ days of evening 
entertainment and daily classes to expand our horizons at a venue to 
extend our friendships, with quilting as the common denominator.  
They have given freely of their time and effort, worried over the 
budget, held countless meetings and considered logistics so that 
we might have this precious opportunity of fellowship.  For “bringing friends together” 
we award the Friendship Star to Terry Heessel, Sharon Nejedly and Kelly 
Thomalla.

   The Radiant Star is given for an “outstanding deed well done” and this person certainly 
has done it well!  She has been a thread of communication for NSQG for the last 7 years.   
She assisted a past President by being a point of contact and at the same time took on the 

Continued on page 4

Photo courtesy of Brittney DeBord
Left to Right pictured are: Terry Heessel, Kelly Thomalla, Sharron Nejedly, 

Susan Brown and Darice Cecil.  Terry, Kely and Sharon received the Friendship 
Start, Susan the Variable Star and Darice the Radiant Star.



Mary Weich
NSQG 2014 President

 . . .    President’s Message   . . .
Dear NSQG members, 
Hello Quilters, I pray this letter finds everyone well.  It has been a different 
spring-summer for some of us with the many different things happening.  
However, we are Midwesterners and we are very versatile people.  Our 
prayers go out to all the people who are struggling with the challenges of 
the tornadoes.  It brings people together which makes us an awesome 
country.   We should be very proud of what we stand for as Nebraskans 
and Americans!
The NSQC is in the history book, but great fun was had by all as we 
came together for fun, laughter, seeing old friends and making new ones.  
The classes, lectures and tours where great.  Where else can you get all 
this for so little?  Inspiration and history were all around.  We do need to 
know our history to help the next generation remember all the hard work 
our fore fathers and mothers accomplished.  In my mature age I’ve come 
to love history of any kind or culture.  We must learn from it.
The quilts were beautiful as always, there are 
many talented people.  State convention is 
done and I want to THANK the ladies for 
all their hard work that goes into making the 
convention work so well and smoothly.  A very 
BIG applause to them!  On to Threads Across 
Nebraska, county fairs, quilt shows, vacations, 
State Fairs and the list goes on.  So many 
quilts to make, so little time.
Happy Quilting!   

Nebraska State Quilt Guild
Board of Directors

Mary Weich                                     President
2000 Hwy 35 N      .           Norfolk, NE 68701
402-371-0120              maweich@cableone.net

Shirley Spence                        President-Elect
84020 569 Ave.                   Stanton, NE 68779
402-439-2717                 wndmllx@stanton.net

Janet Wilson	                              Secretary
641 N Chestnut St.        Red Cloud, NE 68970
402-746-2854     talmidahdesigns@yahoo.com
402-746-4052 (cell)

Susan Seidel                                     Treasurer
4220 Hickory St.                 Omaha, NE 68105
402-552-9003                      sseidel@hba1.com 
Marilyn Rembolt (2nd yr)     Region I Director
1300 Twin Ridge Rd           Hebron, NE 68510
402-489-8371        msrembolt@inebraska.com

Sharon Clark (1st yr)           Region I Director
2414 P St.                  Auburn, NE 68305-2854
402-274-5375                    slclark@neb.rr.com

Janet Atkinson (2nd yr)         Region II Director
1030 S 2nd St.             Albion, NE 68620-1666
402-395-6386          jjatkinson@frontiernet.net

Mary Dudzinski (1st yr)      Region II Director
3505 S 105th St.                 Omaha, NE 68124
402-884-6459                        mmdud@cox.net

Jan Hibbs (2nd yr)              Region III Director
74236 Rd 432                     Elwood, NE 68937
308-785-2652                        jhibbs@atcjet.net

Barb Shepardson (1st yr)   Region III Director
78590 456 Road            Mason City, NE 68855
308-732-3344        Bshepardson@wildblue.net

Alice Cruz                                           Advisor
 8116 Cherry Laurel Lane  Irving, Texas 75063
                                         alice@dellajane.com

Membership  in   NSQG   is   open   to  all 
individuals.  New members will continue to be 
welcomed at any time.  Memberships run from 
January 1st through December 31st.  Dues are 
$25.00   per   year.  Please send all change of 
address information and dues to Darice Cecil:

Darice Cecil         Membership Chair NSQG
2625 Rathbone Rd.             Lincoln, NE 68502 
402-476-9124                      dcecil@neb.rr.com
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www.nsqg.org
Visit our web site and keep current 

on the state guild’s  events
and news.

NSQG Mission Statement
The    Nebraska    State    Quilt    Guild    is    a   non-profit    organization 
established   to perpetuate the art  of  quilt making  and   its  heritage 
while encouraging   future  opportunities through growth, education,   
inspiration,  and fellowship.

CALL FOR BIDS - 2015 NSQG 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR

Bids are currently being accepted for the 2015 contract period 
of January 1 through December 31, 2014.  Persons interested 
in submitting a bid must request a copy of the specifications 
from the current  President-Elect,  Shirley Spence.    Bids will be 
accepted until October 15th,  2014.  Bids can be sent to 84020 
569 Ave, Stanton, NE 68779 or e-mailed to wndmllx@stanton.
net.  If you have any questions, you can e-mail me or call me at 
402-439-2717.

Submitted by Shirley Spence, NSQG 2014 President-Elect



The 2014 NSQG raffle quilt, Ride the Rails, was displayed and tickets  
sold  at  the  Elgin Q125 
Celebration in June where 
it was well received.  It then 
traveled  to North Platte to 
hang at the Golden Spike 
Tower and Visitor Cen-
ter until QuiltNebraska 
2014.  The winning ticket 
was drawn at our Saturday 
night banquet during Con-

vention.  The winner is April Franke from Palmer, Iowa.  Look for a 
picture of  the winner with her prize in the October newsletter!

2014 NSQG Raffle Quilt “Ride the Rails”

Submitted by Quilt Mom 

Submitted by NSQG President, Mary Weich

CORRECTION TO 
MEMBERSHIP ROSTER 

BOOKLET
Calico Annie’s Quilt Shop listed 
on page 43 of the new NSQG 
membership roster book needs 
to have their e-mail address
corrected:  
calicoannie@qwestoffice.net.  
Please correct your books so 
you have the RIGHT address for 
them!

Submitted by Betz McMahon, 
NSQG Newsletter Editor
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Nebraska State Quilt Guild
Newsletter / Advertising

We   invite  the  submission of   previously un-
published       documents       and        personal 
correspondence from our readers.  We reserve 
the right to publish, in whole or in part, any 
letters or submitted articles we receive.  While 
we cannot accept responsibility for unsolicited 
material, we would be happy to return it   to  its   
author   if   a stamped,   self-addressed envelope 
is included.

The NSQG newsletter is published six times 
a year.  Publication deadline is the 15th of  the 
months of    February,   April,  June,  August,  
October,  and December.    Articles  are due 
to the   editor   by   the   25th  of   the  previous 
publication month:  

        August 25th for October 15th Issue
        October 25th for December 15th Issue
The  editor  reserves the right to accept or reject 
advertising requests.  Ads must be quilt related.  
Advertising  must be submitted by  the 20th 
of  each    previous   publication     month,    i.e.  
February 20th  for  the  April  publication:  

        August 20th for October 15th Issue
        October 20th for December 15th Issue

Camera ready ads  must  be either jpegs, tiffs, 
or psd (Photoshop)  files.  If  you  don’t  have  
a camera ready ad, please contact the editor to 
contract an ad design.   Check with the editor for 
ad rates and sizes available.  Ads are placed on a   
space  available basis.     All    ads    must    be pre-
paid.  Please make your check payable to NSQG.     
Mail payment with ad materials to the Editor.

Betz McMahon      Newsletter Editor NSQG
PO Box 865                         Wisner, NE 68791          
402-529-3543                betzmc@cableone.net
                                     

QUILT SHOW: A 
SYMPHONY OF 

QUILTS
Des Moines Area 

Quilt Show

October 1 through 
October 4, 2014, 

Iowa Events Center, 
(Hy-Vee Hall)

730 Third Street, Des 
Moines, Iowa

Great quilts, great 
fun, at a great time 

of year!

Join the Des Moines 
Area Quilters Guild 
(DMAQG) for our an-
nual quilt show “A Symphony of Quilts.”  The DMAQG show is a large 
special exhibit within the AQS QuiltWeekTM -Des Moines.

DMAQG show attractions include: 
500+ quilts made by DMAQG members.  Our annual raffle quilt, 
“Climbing Jacob’s Ladder” reflects our musical theme.  A Silent Auc-
tion of little quilts, table runners,  and  purses  donated  by  guild  
members.  A  Kids Korner featuring quilt-related crafts for kids and 
quilts made in Kid’s Klasses Community service project display fea-
turing twin quilts made for YMCA Supportive Housing Project.  Quilt 
exhibit featuring a “quilt that makes your heart sing” – quilts that com-
memorate something special in a quilter’s life.  

For more information about our guild and the upcoming DMAQG 
show, please visit our website,  www.DMAQG.org.



responsibilities of keeping track of all of us members.  Did you get a reminder to pay your dues? Did you need to change your address, 
or other contact information?  Under her direction the computer program was revised so that it was more efficient in keeping track 
of all that information.  In this job she would have worked with QuiltNE co-chairs, Website chair, and NSQG Newsletter Editor to 
provide to us the newsletter and the Membership Roster.  She would have also spent hours contacting local guilds for information.  
While she was chairman, another of our Presidents wanted a power point presentation explaining to people what NSQG is all about, 
and she created it.  You may have seen it at QuiltNE 2012.  Prior to her current chairmanship, she volunteered in other capacities to 
help NSQG. In addition, this busy mother has given free quilting lessons at her church and traveled across the state as a quilt instructor. 
For the countless hours Darice Cecil spent in keeping lines of communication flowing in her duties as Membership Chairman, we 
award Darice the Radiant Star.
Currently a Professor Emeritus of the University of Nebraska –Lincoln this woman was a UNL Extension Educator in Family and 
Consumer Science for 37 years. She has taught 4-H workshops on quilting and sewing techniques for over 30 years. Although she 
has retired from that job, she continues to nurture the creative potential of young people as a mentor to local youths on the Quilts 
of Valor project and also in Family & Consumer Education classes at area schools.  She not only provides hands on help to youth but 
also offers shop discounts on fabrics and supplies to them as she is now a quilt shop owner.  She also reaches adults with her quilting 
programs and classes throughout the central and southeast Nebraska area.  She is a humorous speaker on a variety of subjects including 
“When Your Husband Takes Over Your Sewing Room”.  She has coordinated quilt shows, bed turnings and bus trips covering nine 
different states to various quilt expos all helping to promote the love of quilting.  She has served as a judge at many different county 
fairs and also at the State Fair.  As a quilter, she is well-versed in many styles and techniques and her quilts have won ribbons at county, 
state fairs and other shows.  She is a contributing sponsor for special awards at events.  As a member of the Hasting Quilters Guild 
she has served in various official capacities and is a member of NSQG.  We recognize this noteworthy individual’s contributions to 
the heritage of quilt making by awarding Susan E. “Suzie” Brown the Variable Star.

Thank-you, to everyone who wrote a letter of nomination, those letters remain on file.  It is important to recognize people who are 
truly outstanding in their contributions to the quilting world.  If you are aware of an individual or group that are worthy of an award 
from NSQG, please compile as many details as possible and speak to how their activities relate to and contribute to quilting in your 
letter of nomination. We need your input.

 I would also like to thank the people who said YES when I called upon them to be a member of the Awards committee. The decisions 
were difficult this year, and they carefully considered all of the information sent to them, scored the nominees and returned their 
votes to me in a timely manner.  I would not want to do this without them. 

Submitted by Cindy Scheinost, NSQG Awards Chair

4

Quilters and vendors from across the state convened July 24-27 at the Quality Inn and at the com-
munity college in North Platte to enjoy remaking and making friends while learning new techniques from 
5 national teachers and 12 state teachers. The vendor mall, teacher quilt show, QNE challenge quilt 
show, doll show and train display were well attended. The Sweet Potato Queens not only made all of 
the Friday night favors, and the “bib-overall” aprons that the volunteers wore to be a “helping hand”, but 
they led a rousing good time at Show & Tell. Our Friday night banquet had a “hobo night” theme with 
Ami Simms as the speaker. Saturday night banquet Robbi Joy Eklow was the speaker along with 
wonderful chocolate! Kelly Thomalla, Terry Heessel and Sharron Nejedly co-chairs QNE 2014 wish 

next year’s co-chairs good luck, good fun 
and see you in Norfolk. 
Thank you for this opportunity,

QNE 2014 Convention Happenings Photos courtesy of Brittney DeBord

QNE 2014 --- RIDIN THE RAILs Has Left The Station

Submitted by Sharron Nejedly, QNE Co-Chair 2014



MEET THE NSQG 2015 NOMINATED OFFICERS
The members of the Nominating Committee for 2015 are please to present the following: 
President-Elect:  Marty Kleppinger, Johnson Lake, NE.  I am married with 3 grown children, 7 grandchildren, 3 great-
grandchildren.  I am newly retired from 40 plus years in my own  beauty business.  
I am a member of Plum Creek Quilter’s Guild in Lexington, NE.  I have held many offices: Presi-
dent, Vice President, Newsletter Editor and some more than once as well as served on a number 
of committees.  My husband thinks I raise my hand all the time.  I also belong to “Basket Cases” 
a fiber therapy group and “Gone to Pieces” a stitching club.  I enjoy all aspects of quilting.  
I am an active member of Our Redemmer Lutheran Church in Elwood.  I serve as a board member 
of Jesus Little Lamb Preschool.  My other interests are bridge club, bunco and P.E.O.  I am a 
member of NSQG and and served as Treasurer during Merikay Berg and Sandy Hansen’s terms.   
Treasurer:  Dee Augustin  Shelby, NE.  Deanna “Dee” lives on an acreage north of Shelby, 
with her shih tzu, Sherlock.  She learned to sew on her mother’s Singer treadle, continuing on 
when she was old enough for 4-H and eventually high school Home Economics.  She made her 

first quilt, which she shamefully admits to calling a blanket, in 1962 while 
decorating the nursery awaiting the birth of the first of their six daughters.  
Dee has worked the majority of her adult life in accounting.  Dee and her late 
husband, Larry, also have 20 grandchildren and 2 great-grandchildren.  During the interim of child raising 
Dee did lots of clothing construction and very few quilts.  In 1991, when she developed empty nest syndrome, 
she decided to resume quilt making.  As any quilter knows the rest is history.  
Dee is a member of three area quilt clubs and a small group as well as NSQG.  She was involved in the orga-
nization of the Midwest Professional Machine Quilters for which she was awarded an NSQG’s Variable Star 
in 2000.  Dee supports the Nebraska State Fair Quilt Show and has exhibited each year since 2009, and 
also provides a ribbon in memory of her mother.

Region 1-- Jill Vanderboegh  Auburn, NE,  Jill Vanderboegh grew up in Michigan where she learned to sew and knit from her 
mother. Jill was inspired to learn to quilt by her paternal grandmother; she wanted to learn to create quilts 
as beautiful as the applique bird and urns quilt that she slept under as a child. In 1991she began quilting 
using a metal ruler, a pair of ginger scissors and a book. To her unexpected delight most of the corners on 
that first quilt matched.  
For many years Jill made only very traditional quilts that were machine pieced and hand quilted. Then in 
2003 she began taking classes from local and national teachers and her interests started to change from 
traditional to more artistic. Every quilt needed a new challenge, a new technique, a new idea or inspiration. 
Jill began teaching quilting classes in 2004 and has been teaching at Quilt Nebraska for the last two 
years.
Region 2: Nancy Peters  Papillion, NE.  Nancy is a native Kansan and KSU graduate who has lived 

many places with her Air Force husband.  She began quilting in Germany in 
the 80’s with a preschool son to chase around.  While in Albuquerque, she sold stuffed toys and baby 
quilts at craft shows.  The family then traveled to Germany, Washington DC., Papillion, then back to 
Germany.  Upon returning to Papillion, she taught at OK Sewing in Omaha.  There she learned machine 
embroidery, digitizing, and not be afraid of computers.  She is a past president of the Omaha Quilt 
Guild as well as holding manby past board positions.  This year she was the Chairman of the An-
nual Quilt Show in June.  She loves bright colors to tweak the classic patterns into 
something else.  She designs and sells patterns for doll quilts for beginning sewers 
and quilters.  You will usually see her wearing her purple most of the time, especially 
after a KSU win and a Nebraska loss.

Region 3:  Bea Bauerle  Champion, NE.  Bea is the new Region III Representative.  She is an avid quilter and 
teacher and a member of Imperial and McCook Quilt Guilds.  She has served as past Region ((( Representative 
and past President of Nebraska State Quilt Guild.
 

Submitted  by President-Elect 2015 Shirley Spence
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Quilt Shops & Related Businesses
Arapahoe

Wagner’s Quilts & Conversation
404 Chestnut

Arapahoe, NE 68922
308-962-8458

www.wagnersquiltsandconversation.com
wagnersquilts@live.com
Mon-Fri 9 - 6; Sat 9 - 4

Well-lit shop on one level, 20+ bolts of  
108”-120” wide backs,  quilt stencils, 

embroideries, JANOME Sewing Machines 
& accessories, fleece, flannels & fun 100% 

cotton fabrics & DMC Floss

Beatrice
Quilt Stitches

505 Court Street
Beatrice, NE 68310

402-223-1916
quiltstitches@windstream.net

Mon-Wed & Fri 10 - 5:30; 
Thurs 10 - 6:30; Sat 10 - 4

Cambridge
Cottage Inspirations

710 Nasby St.
Cambridge, NE 69022

308-697-4000
www.cottageinspirations.com

cottage@cottageinspirations.com
Tues-Fri 11 - 5:30; Sat 10 - 4

Fullerton
Calico Annie’s Quilt Shop
210 Broadway, PO Box 661

Fullerton, NE 68638
308-536-2925

www.calicoanniesquiltshop.com
calicoannie@qwestoffice.net
Mon-Fri 9 - 5, Sat 9 - Noon

Holdrege
Quilter’s Delight

323 West Ave.
Holdrege, NE 68949

308-995-2728
www.quiltersdelight-nebraska.blogspot.com

quilter@atcjet.net
Mon-Wed & Fri 9:30 - 5:30;

Thurs till 7; Sat till 4

Kimball
Jan Sears, AQS Certified

Appraiser of  Quilts & 
Quilted Textiles

PO Box 428
Kimball, NE 69145

308-279-0163
searsjanere@yahoo.com

Omaha
Sunshine Stitches

525 North 155th Plaza
Omaha, NE 68154

402-504-1345
www.sunshinestitches.com

Mon-Fri 10 - 6; Sat 10 - 5

Pawnee City
Heavenly Treasures, Inc.

700 9th St.
Pawnee City, NE 68420

402-852-2270
www.heavenlytreasurespc.com

heavenly4125@gmail.com
Mon-Fri 10 - 5, Sat 10 - 3

Nebraska City
Sew Enchanting
622 Central Ave.

Nebraska City, NE 68410
402-873-1009

www.facebook.com/Sew.Enchanting.622
sew.enchanting@windstream.net

Mon-Sat 9 am - 5 pm;
Thurs until 8 pm

Konas, Metallics, Jo Morton and more!

Valentine
Tidy Totes, etc.

402-376-2576 
www.tidytotes.com
info@tidytotes.com

The Ultimate Sewing Accessory
ready to use or make your own

Wholesale pricing available.

York
The Quilt Basket
718 N Lincoln Ave.

York, NE 68467
402-362-5737

BERNINA Sales and Services
www.thequiltbasket-york.com
info@thequiltbasket-york.com

Mon-Fri 9:30 - 5;
Thurs 9:30 - 7; Sat 9:30 - 3

Your  shop  can  run  an ad listing for  $50 per  year.  You   will  receive  a listing in the membership book and 
be listed on the NSQG website under the Quilt shop tab with a description of  your store and a link to your 
website.  Contact  the  NSQG   Newsletter Editor, Betz McMahon at 402-529-3543 or betzmc@cableone.net.

Advertising 
Opportunity
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7Submitted by  Laura Chapman, Communications Coordinator, IQSCM and Information from the NSQG web site - www.nsqg.org

Check out  IQSCM upcoming events at
 http://www.quiltstudy.org and http://worldquilts.quiltstudy.org/americanstory/.  

A listing of  IQSCM’s events:	 	
	 September 5,  2014, “Signature Cloths” Guest-curated by Lynn Setterington, “Signature Cloths” focuses on 
	 sewn signatures as visual ciphers and as a method of  social engagement, with emphasis on the autographs of  ordinary 
	 people. Key examples will shed light on the benefits of  slow and shared engagement. The exhibition will showcase 
	 historical and contemporary quilts made by people from different parts of  the world and signatures cloths that emerged 
	 from Setterington’s studio explorations.
	 December 5,  2014, “Reflections of  the Exotic East in American Quilts” “Reflections of  the Exotic East in 
	 American Quilts” presents beautiful examples of  the profound influence Asian art and culture had on American 
	 quiltmaking during the past 200 years. Quilts from this period reflect the ongoing Western fascination with the “Orient,” 
	 whose geographical boundaries stretched from the Middle East to the Far East, but whose more essential meaning was 
	 one of  mystery and exotic allure.
	 March 6, 2015, “Covering the War” Women on the American home front from the Civil War through Operation Iraqi 
	 Freedom have used quiltmaking to engage in the political, economic, social, and psychological aspects of  war and loss of  
	 human life. Covering the War presents quilts that reveal the larger stories of  women’s lives in war-time and the American 
	 home front culture.
	 June 6, 2015, “Ambiguity & Enigma: Recent Quilts by Michael James” Michael James is recognized as a leader in 
	 the studio quilt movement that began in the 1970s. Today, he crafts innovative quilted artworks through digital processes. 
	 James juxtaposes unique digitally developed and printed textiles, giving form to interpretations of  human experience. 
	 James describes his studio quilts as visual poetry to be read and interpreted by each viewer. Ambiguity & Enigma is the 
	 artist’s debut IQSCM solo exhibition.

2014 Quilt Identification Days:  August 17 and November 15.  Call 402-472-6549 to reserve a time slot or register online.  
Cost is $15 per quilt plus museum admission for non-members, and $10 per quilt for museum members.

Quilting Events
June 1 - August 16, 2014
Great Sarpy Quilt Exhibit Opens.  More than 100 quilts will be on display at the Sarpy County Museum in Bellevue, Nebraska 
from June 1st to August 16th, 2014 for the “Depression to Digital: Celebrating 80 years of  Quilting” exhibit.  The annual Great 
Sarpy Quilt Exhibit features quilts made or owned by people living in and around Sarpy County, Nebraska.  One quilt will be 
crowned the People’s Choice from this show.  “We are hoping to see many people take advantage of  the opportunity to enjoy 
the exhibit and to share quilting skills and ideas.”  Visitors can also take a chance on the 2014 “Sarpy Stars” raffle quilt.  Tickets 
for the red, white and blue quilt are available one for #1 or six for $5.  The winner will be selected at our Christmas program in 
December.  Come tour the Great Sarpy Quilt Exhibit Tuesdays through Saturdays 10 am - 4 pm from June 3 - August 16, 2014.  
Admission to the museum is free.  Donations are always welcome.  

September 27, 2014
Quilt Gathering District II, Albion NE: “Quilts of  Local Color” will be held at Zion Lutheran Church.  Everyone is 
welcome to attend!  The day is free but lunch will be catered for $10 for a plate.  Carol Kusek - Kaliscopeof  Quilts, Nancy Shalik 
- Glorious Quilts, Jeanine Peeks - Basket of  doll quilts, vintage and modern fabrics, Janet Person - 13 quilts for the bride and 
quilt show at the Samaritan Estates Assisted Living during the month. 

October 10 -11, 2014
Threads Across Nebraska - The 10th Annual “Threads Across Nebraska” will be held at the Buffalo County Fairgrounds in 
Kearney, Nebraska on October 10th and 11th, 2014.  Sandra Anderson is the featured quilter.  Check out www.nsqg.org for more 
information or to download a brochure about the show.

October 10 -November 7 2014
“Savoring Abundance,” the Seventh Annual Exhibit of  Harmonics, a textile arts group including Zita Schneider, Judy Bucklin 
Lane, Lois Puckett Wilson, Margrethe Ahlschwede, Marty Eischeid, and Elizabeth Sterns, will be on display at the Lincoln 
Bernina Sewing Studio in their new location, 1265 S. Cotner Blvd., Suite 27, from October 10 - November 7. The exhibit is free 
and open to the public during store hours.

October 17-18, 2014
Quilters Journal’ Quilt Show - Presented by Prairie Piecemakers Quilt and Needlework Guild and the Featured 
Quilter and Fiber Artist is Lila Launer.  To be held: Friday, October 17, 9 am - 8 pm and Saturday, October 18,  9 am - 
4 pm.  Quilt Display, Vendors, Raffle Quilt, Quilter’s Cafe’, Country Store and Mini-Raffle.  Fremont City Auditorium
929 N. Broad St., Fremont, NE.
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“A Bumper Crop of Fun”  is the theme of the 2014 Nebraska State Fair.  I hope you are planning on being a part of the fun by 
visiting the fair, seeing the new Nebraska Building with its displays and exhibits, singing along with the entertainment, walking the 
midway, eating your favorite fair foods, watching the special events and of course spending lots of time at the Quilt Show. Will we 
see your quilts at the show?  Deadlines are approaching!
Entry Deadline: Wednesday,  August 6 at midnight.  Check the Entry Book at www.statefair.org  You can enter on line or by 
mail.  See the Entry Book for details.

Quilt Delivery Deadline: Thursday, August 14, 3 pm.
     1.   Deliver them in person to Quilt Hall in the Pinnacle Bank Expo Ce. on Wednes-
day, August 13 from 3 to 8 pm
         or Thurs. Aug. 14, from 8 am to 3 pm.
     2. Deliver to a Drop-off/Return Site at the North Platte fairgrounds Sunday, 
August 10 noon to 3pm
         or Seward Fairgrounds noon to 5pm.  See Entry Book for details.
     3. Ship your exhibit by USPS, UPS or FedEx.  Refer to the Domestic Shipping 
Options in the Entry Book
         for detailed instructions. 
Quilt Judging: Saturday,  August 16, Sunday,  August 17 and Monday,  Au-
gust 18.  Judging results will
be available at www.statefair.org sometime after the start of the fair, August 22. 
Workers Still Needed!!
Quilt Hanging & Display: Tuesday, August 19, 4:30 - 9pm and Wednesday, 
August 20, 9a m til finished.  To help,contact Noelle Hooper, Quilt Hanging Chair-
man at noelle55165@yahoo.com or call her at 308-258- 1750.
White Glove Volunteers:  Daily during the fair, August 22 
through September 2.  Contact Susan Smith, White Glove 
Chairman susansmith_5544@hotmail.com or quiltahol-
ic55@hotmail.com or call her at 308-383-3042,  If you 
are already scheduled, plan to arrive early to allow for parking 
and getting to the Exhibit Hall.  Don’t forget your Entry Ticket 
to get into the fairgrounds.
Quilt Release: Labor Day, Monday,  September 2, 8 to 10 pm and Tuesday, 
September 3, 8 am to noon.  
The State Fair is a wonderful Nebraska tradition.  and the Quilt Show is one of the 
biggest and best in the midwest.  Be a participant by exhibiting, volunteering or visiting 
the fair.  Better yet - do all three.  Any questions?  Contact Jan Sittler  at jansittler@
gmail.com or 308-384-7890 or 308-390-1894.

2014 Nebraska State Fair Quilt Show

Submitted by Jan Sittler, NSQG 2014 Nebraska State Fair Chair
DONATIONS ACCEPTED FOR TORNADO VICTIMS

If you are interested in helping the victims of the Pilger area tornado victims 
there is a hotline:  Pilger Tornado Hotline (402) 468-8005.  Quite a few who 
lost their homes are still living in a transitional situation.  If you want to donate 

quilts or any items you think might help there is time to work together with your local guild to find out what is needed 
and how you can help.  All help is appreciated!   Money donations can go to Pilger Community Development Fund c/o 
Midwest Bank, PO Box 346, Pilger, NE 68768.   A separate fund has been set up in Wisner for rural victims of the June 16th 
tornadoes.  Donations can be sent to Citizens State Bank, 921 Ave E. PO Box 490, Wisner, NE 68791 or Pinnacle Bank, 1001 
Ave E, PO Box 550, Wisner, NE 68791.  A joint board from Wisner Community Development and Lions Club will be in charge 
of dispursing the funds to the victims.  

More than 66 buildings are completely gone in the town  of  Pilger  and  a  number  of  homesteads   and  feedlots  are 
devastated by the damage done by the tornados.  Whether they rebuild or not a large number of families are  displaced 
and could be comforted by your help! Submitted by Shirley Spence, NSQG 2014 President-Elect

 and Betz McMahon, NSQG Newsletter Editor



THREADS ACROSS NEBRASKA
October will be here soon and the 10th annual NSQG Threads event is mak-

ing great progress! We are beginning to get quilt registrations and hope-
fully will see those increasing as we get closer.  If you would like to register 
a quilt for the Threads show, just go to the NSQG website at www.nsqg.
org and click on the link along the top of the page for Guild Activities, 
then select Threads from the drop down list.  You will find the link to the 
full program brochure and also the registration form for submitting a 
quilt on that page.  If you have time and would like to assist with hang-
ing quilts on Thursday, Oct. 9th, taking the quilts down after the show 

on Sat. Oct. 11 or at the admission table on either Friday or Saturday for the show, please e-mail me at needtosew@gmail.
com.  The Quilt show will be a great variety of quilts so it will be an event you won’t want to miss. 

The  featured  quilter  is  Sandra  Anderson.     Sandra  was  born in Columbus but settled in Norfolk where she attended 
school from K-12.  After  graduating  in  1968,  she  attended  UNL  where  she  me t her husband Ivan.    They were mar-
ried in 1970 and graduated in 1972.  Sandra has a Bachelors in Home Economics Education.  Sandra and Ivan have three 
grown children and four grandchildren as well as two very spoiled and pampered Siberian Huskies and one cat.  Both 
Sandra and her husband work at Speedway Motors Fiberglass plant.  Ivan is the boss at work but after work hours, it’s a 
little different.

Sandra learned to embroidery and sew clothes from her mother but it was Ivan’s grandmother, Luillie Gunzenhauser, who 
took Sandra under her wing and taught her to quilt.  Sandra is not the type who can be idle and usually has more than a 
few projects going at a time.  She loves to applique, paint, embroider, knit, make dolls and read.  

Sandra has, according to her family, a strange sense of humor that she likes to express in quilts.  She is always open 
to learning new techniques and processes and never wants to stop learning and trying new ways to manipulate fabric 
whether it works or not.

Sandra will be at the show both days showing her quilts and dolls and sharing her story through mini-lectures.

We have a great list of vendors for Threads so you will want to make sure you have this event marked on your calendar!  
Vendors will have a variety of products from fabric, patterns, books, notions, hand-dyed, painted   fabrics,   antique  quilts,  
fabrics   and  sewing  accessories.  Merchants will be featured with mini-demos throughout the show.  Come ready to shop!  
Some of the vendors include:  Among Quilting Friends,  Calico   Annie’s   Quilt   Shop,   Calico   Cottage,    Cottage  Inspira-
tions,   Fabric   Junction,  Hidden Treasures Quilt Shop, Innova Quilting Systems - Material Girl, Just Wright Sharpening, 
Nuts & Bolts Fabric Shop, Prairie Point Junction, Quilt Cabin, Sew Bee It Quilt Shop, Sew Country, Sew Long Ago, Stuff 
n Such, The Quilt Basket, The Quilt Rack &  Wook  Cubby, The  Quilt  Shop, The  Quilters  Cottage  and Wagner’s Quilt & 
Conversation.  Submitted by Carol Brandl, Threads Chair

This is Teddy 
QuiltNebraska 1986 
with his crown 
that he got for do-
ing show and tell at 
QNE.  He was won 
the first year of 
QNE and has at-
tended show and tell 
each year since!
Submitted by Janet Kugler

Submitted by Miram Peterson
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Photo is courtesy of Brittney DeBord:
Deb Bryner of Broken Bow, Janet Klinows-
ki of Oconto, Jacky Uhler of Central City.  
Not Pictured is Linda Gillett of Edison, NE.

2014 Scholarship Winners Say Thank You!
NSQG Ladies: Awesome, awesome!  That is what I have to 
say about my wonderful days at convention.  Every one of 
my classes had fabulous presenters and I learned so much.  
The knowledge I am taking home with me will be helpful to 
me and my Custer’s Last Stitch Guild.  Thank you again for 
the scholarship and I will tell everyone I especially enjoyed 
quilt history day.  Great Merchants Mall and “what happens 
at convention stays at convention”. Janet Kalinowski.  

NSQG: Thank you so much for the scholarship to attend the 
2014 convention.  I enjoyed the classes, and being around 
quilters who share my passion was wonderful.  I am 
encouraged to try new techniques to expand my abilities.  Plan to be in Norfolk for 2015.  
Feeling “Sew” blessed.  Deb Bryner.  

NSQG Members: I would like to thank you at the NSQG Scholarship Committee for award-
ing me with the scholarship for the Quilt Convention in July.  I am very excited and have 
already sent in my registration.  Thank you again for this honor and perhaps I will meet 
some of you in North Platte!  
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2015 NSQG Raffle Quilt - “Shimmering Stars”
Shimmering Stars is the 2015 fund raising quilt. By the time you read this you may already 
know who made the new State Quilt. Marie Clark, Gloria Miller and Joan Waldman designed 
and made the quilt and Kris Vierra did the 
spectacular quilting.
We were at the Country Piecemakers Quilt 
Guild meeting where Shirley Spence worked 
on getting one of us in a corner. She finally 
nabbed Joan and asked if we would consider 
designing the 2015 quilt for her. She kind of 
laid a guilt trip or is that a quilt trip on us by 
saying we had done the quilt for Sandi Kosch 
when she was president and would we now do 
it for her?  Joan said she couldn’t give an 
answer but she would ask Marie and Gloria 
if they were interested. So on the way home 
she got brave and told them what Shirley 
had asked.  It was cussed first and then dis-
cussed the rest of the way home. We slept 
on it and the next day we decided we really 
should do it for her too. So Shirley was sent 
an e-mail and told yes, we would do it.
We knew it would be presented at the 30th 
Anniversary of NSQG, so we knew we had to 
consider that. We had just had a feathered 
star class and thought that might be a good 
design. Gloria had used a gold batik and a coffee 
bean batik for her project which we really liked. We also thought the coffee bean fabric 
would represent Shirley well as she is never far from her coffee cup. We decided on stars, 
one for each 10 years of the guild. The end result is a feathered star inside a feathered 
star with a pieced star at the very center.
The hunt for the fabric was a challenge as the bean fabric appeared to be out of print. 
However after several checks with local quilt shops we finally located just enough in Omaha. 
The gold fabric we located in Columbus and the black came from an order as we wanted the 
double black fabric.
Ok now we had a huge center--oh my what to do now? Ah, stars, stars shine through the 
trees at night, so we designed the sprays of leaves to fill the corners. Border --the stars 
had triangles in, so why not half square triangles?
After the top was finished we took it to Kris to work her magic with the quilting.   She 
suggested the variegated thread for the quilting and sketched out some possible quilting 
designs. We left the design up to her and she did a spectacular job of quilting.
It came back to us in about a month and Marie  (knowing how she loves glitz)  suggested 
crystals to represent stars shining through the branches. Approximately 3,000 crystals 
were then attached in the next week or two.
If you would like to have the raffle quilt displayed at an upcoming event or you need tickets 
please contact Marie Clark at 402-564-2471, 2408 Muirfield Pl., Columbus, NE 68601 or e-
mail her  at quilterm@neb.rr.com.

Photo of “Shimmering Stars” 2015 Raffle Quilt 
by Goc Photography of Columbus, NE

Submitted by Marie Clark and Joan Waldman, NSQG 2015 Raffle Quilt



Every quilt has a story
Abingdon Press’ Quilts of Love series combines love of reading with love of quilting.   Abingdon Press 
has created a line of books that not only appeals to a wide variety of fiction readers, but is sure to catch 

the interest of quilters around the world. Each novel in the 25-book 
series is written by a different author and offers a completely unique 
story, setting and cast of characters. The books do not need to be read 
in order and can be enjoyed individually. 
The idea behind the series (launched fall 2012) is that quilts tell sto-
ries of love and loss, hope and faith, tradition and new beginnings. 
The Quilts of Love series focuses on the women who quilted all of these 
things into their family history. Featuring contemporary and histori-
cal romances, as well as Amish fiction, women’s fiction and the occa-
sional light mystery, readers are drawn into the endearing characters 
and touched by their stories. A new book will be released each month 
through January 2015. 
“The Quilts of Love series was born out of a love for storytelling, wheth-
er that happens through the pages of a book or the stitches on a quilt,” 
explains Cat Hoort, marketing and publicity manager for Abingdon 
Fiction. “For more than 30 million active quilters in the U.S., stitches, 
like words, frame their family heritage, share a romantic tale, cele-
brate the achievements of a growing family or present a journey of 
overcoming odds. Our series uniquely captures those stories - their 

stories - and gives a face to the vast number of storytellers, both writers and quilters, whose work can be 
enjoyed by anyone with a creative spirit.” 
Some of the authors are also avid quilters such as Cathy Elliott (A Stitch in Crime,available January 2015) 
and Lisa Carter (Aloha Rose). “One Quilts of Love reader I met recently has read every book in the series. 
As a quilter myself, I look forward each month to the new release too. I’m excited for the chance to con-
nect with other quilt-book lovers,” explains Carter. 
Authors contributing to the series include debut novelists, such as Emily Wierenga (A Promise in Pieces) 
and Cindy Loven (co-author of Swept Away), as well as veteran award-winners and best-sellers, such as 
Loree Lough (For Love of Eli), who has written more than 100 books, and RT (Romantic Times) Review-
er’s Choice Award winner Robin Caroll (Hidden In the Stars). Author Vannetta Chapman (The Christmas 
Quilt) is no stranger to books centered around quilts - in addition to her Quilts of Love contribution, she’s 
also written an entire mystery series set in a quilt shop. 
Quilts aren’t just a part of each book’s story. A special tradition the authors have instituted with each re-
lease is the donation of a quilt to their chosen charity or individual in need. Quilt recipients have included 
an orphanage in Africa, a cancer center and a shelter for young mothers. 
Readers can keep up with the authors and the series via social media and the series’ website. The Quilts 
of Love blog features chapter excerpts, special features from each book, weekly Guess the Quilt Pattern 
contests with giveaways and interviews with the authors. 

Keep up with the Quilts of Love series online at:
quiltsoflovebooks.com 

pinterest.com/quiltsoflove/ 
facebook.com/quiltsoflovebooks 

twitter.com/TheQuiltsofLove  
Each quarter the authors of the latest releases interact with readers during a live author chat hosted on 
Facebook. Follow the Quilts of Love Facebook page for details on upcoming events. 
For more information about Quilts of Love, contact Audra Jennings, audra@litfusegroup.com.

11Submitted by Audra Jennings



Introducing QNE 2015 - 
Save the Date!

Call for 
Teachers
Proposals!

Please consider sharing your 
time and talents with others at 
QuiltNE2015 to be held in  Norfolk.  
Teachers will be paid $200 for each 
lecture, $200 for a 1/2 day class 
and $400 for a full-day class.  
Please submit your class proposals 
by November 1, 2014.  Include as 
much information as possible about 
your  class:    inculding   a  short 
description, supply list, photos - jpeg  
format, instructions, source of class 
pattern or inspiration and duration 
of your proposed class along with 
your biography.  If possible, submit 
your information by computer us-
ing “Word” format.  Send to Gloria 
Miller, 1568 45 Ave., Columbus, 
NE 68601.  If you have questions, 
please call 402-564-7613 or e-
mail quilterg@megavision.com.  

Submitted by Deb Austin, Gloria Miller and Sandra 
Kosch, QNE 2015 Co-Chairs
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