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    4-H AWARD WINNERS AT NEBRASKA STATE FAIR
Out of the 213 Quilt Quest exhibits judged at the quilts exhibited at the 2014 Nebraska 
State Fair, fourteen 4-Hers created and exhibited such high quality quilts they received 
recognition and monetary awards from the Nebraska State Quilters Guild.  4-Hers, 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln Extension and University of Nebraska 4-H Foundation 
appreciate the generosity of the State Quilt Guild for the awards given. 

From the thousands of exhibits 
in Clothing, Fashion Show, Home 
Environment and Quilt Quest, 
seven youth who created quilts had their exhibits selected for the “Robert Hillestad Textiles 
Gallery in the Department of Textiles, Merchandising and Fashion Design, on the East 
Campus of University of Nebraska-Lincoln.  The exhibits were on display from October 
20, 2014 – November 7, 2014.  The 2004 theme of the Celebration of Youth XXI is 
“Elegant Solutions.”  
At the conclusion of the display, youth exhibitors will be invited to a Celebration Event 
reception hosted by the Friends of the Robert Hillestad Gallery.  Each youth will be able to 
tell about their exhibit and receive an award.  Hillestad awardees are:

Continued on page 4

Photo courtesy of Carol Kusek and Nebraska 4-H Extension
Sarah Cunningham, Lancaster, C10 Exploring Quilts

NAME		       COUNTY 	 CLASS	 DESCRIPTION OF ITEM
Stefanie Sherman     Saunders	 Level III	  	 Stephanie’s Garden Medallion Quilt
Ashley Pachta	      Hamilton	 Level III	  	 12 days of Christmas Quilt
Megann Freese	      Jefferson	 Level II 	  	 4-H Ribbon Quilt
Trisha Dybdal	      Cedar	 Level II	  	 Cattle Photo Quilt
Faith Cordray	      Cass 	  	  	 Quilt of Valor - Stars and Strips
Sheridan Swotek	     Lancaster	  	  	 Batik Colorful Quilt
Mikayla Novak	      Clay		 Intergenerational	Gray Green Star
Kacey Horn	      Box Butte	 Level III	  	 Bright Barjello



Mary Weich
NSQG 2014 President

 . . .    President’s Message   . . .
Hello Quilters,
As I set here at my computer the first snow is falling.  I don’t think I’m 
ever ready for that first blast of cold.  As I watch the workers outside 
my house putting the finishing touches on the new drive way I feel for 
them.  Many people work out in this weather for their job.  The new road 
is almost complete and will be nice.  I think of the farmers who are still 
in the fields harvesting, I pray they have a safe harvest. We need them to 
feed us. 
Let us remember the veterans as they have made so many sacrifices for 
this country.  This year I finally got my father to talk about his time in
the Korean Conflict as he was on the front line.  Those were very hard 
times and it would seem the Korean people 
are still very thankful for the service of the 
United States military. 
Has everyone started on Christmas gifts? 
I am half way there. Stay warm and keep 
stitching. 
Happy Quilting!   

Nebraska State Quilt Guild
Board of Directors

Mary Weich                                     President
2000 Hwy 35 N      .           Norfolk, NE 68701
402-371-0120              maweich@cableone.net

Shirley Spence                        President-Elect
84020 569 Ave.                   Stanton, NE 68779
402-439-2717                 wndmllx@stanton.net

Janet Wilson	                              Secretary
641 N Chestnut St.        Red Cloud, NE 68970
402-746-2854     talmidahdesigns@yahoo.com
402-746-4052 (cell)

Susan Seidel                                     Treasurer
4220 Hickory St.                 Omaha, NE 68105
402-552-9003                      sseidel@hba1.com 
Marilyn Rembolt (2nd yr)     Region I Director
1300 Twin Ridge Rd           Hebron, NE 68510
402-489-8371        msrembolt@inebraska.com

Sharon Clark (1st yr)           Region I Director
2414 P St.                  Auburn, NE 68305-2854
402-274-5375                    slclark@neb.rr.com

Janet Atkinson (2nd yr)         Region II Director
1030 S 2nd St.             Albion, NE 68620-1666
402-395-6386          jjatkinson@frontiernet.net

Mary Dudzinski (1st yr)      Region II Director
3505 S 105th St.                 Omaha, NE 68124
402-884-6459                        mmdud@cox.net

Jan Hibbs (2nd yr)              Region III Director
74236 Rd 432                     Elwood, NE 68937
308-785-2652                        jhibbs@atcjet.net

Barb Shepardson (1st yr)   Region III Director
78590 456 Road            Mason City, NE 68855
308-732-3344        Bshepardson@wildblue.net

Alice Cruz                                           Advisor
 8116 Cherry Laurel Lane  Irving, Texas 75063
                                         alice@dellajane.com

Membership  in   NSQG   is   open   to  all 
individuals.  New members will continue to 
be welcomed at any time.  Memberships run 
from January 1st through December 31st.  Dues 
are $25.00   per   year.  Please send all change 
of address information and dues to LaVonne 
Dunetts:

LaVonne Dunetts 
	                Membership Chair NSQG
206 S 95th St.             Omaha, NE 68114-3816
402-399-8299 (H)                  ldunetts@cox.net
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www.nsqg.org
Mail Membership Form to: LaVonne Dunetts, 206 S 95th St., 
                                          Omaha, NE 68114-3816



2015 NSQG Raffle Quilt - 
“Shimmering Stars”

Shimmering Stars update:  We have been busy showing the 
quilt and selling tickets.  The quilt has traveled to AQS 
show in Des Moines, Threads 
in Kearney, Fat Quarters 
and  Calico  Quilt  Club  in 
Columbus, Country Piece-
makers Quilt Guild meeting, 
Norfolk Craft Show and the 
York Guild.
Planned travels are Fremont 
Guild  on November  24th, 
Columbus  Craft  shows on 
November 29th and 30th 
and December 13th and 14th.  
It will also travel to two quilt 
retreats Schuyler on October 
24th through the 26th and 
Ashland on November 13th through November 15th.
If you would like to have the raffle quilt displayed at an up-
coming event or you need tickets please contact Marie Clark 
at 402-564-2471 or e-mail her  at quilterm@neb.rr.com.

Photo of “Shimmering Stars” 2015 Raffle 
Quilt by Goc Photography of Columbus, NE

Submitted by 2015 Quilt Mom Assistant Joan Waldman

National Quilting Day 2015 is a not to be missed event!  Co-sponsored by the 
Lincoln Quilters Guild and the Nebraska State Quilt Guild, there will be FREE 
admission to the IQSCM!
Lectures in the Seminar Room will include Jonathan Gregory, “War and Piecing,” 
Leah Sorensen-Hayes, “The Digital Quilt,” Wanda Hein,  “The  Story  of  My 
Signature Quilt,”  and Carolyn Garner,  “Memories Made-T Shirt Quilts.”   In 
addition, we will have Tips, Tools and Techniques in the Conservation Work Room 
for those wanting to learn how quilts are cared for at the museum.  
The 1st floor gallery  will feature a display of Crazy Quilts and DVD to learn all 
about Crazy Quilts!  Handwork will be featured in the second floor Reception 
Hall.  Learn techniques first hand from our volunteers and see their beautiful work 
displayed!  Quilts of Valor will be our featured LQG Outreach project.  View their 
quilts displayed on the grand staircase.  
You can have your photo taken at the Photo Frame, provided by Lincoln Con-
vention and Tourism.   Visit  our current quilt exhibitions: “Covering the War,”  
“ Signature Cloths” and “Reflections of the Exotic East in American Quilts.”  
Lunch and snacks will be offered for purchase!  Plan to spend the day at the Quilt 
House, enjoying all we have to offer! 
Updates will be available at www.nsqg.org or www.lincolnquiltersguild.org  

Submitted by Sheila Green

National Quilting Day 2015
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Nebraska State Quilt Guild
Newsletter / Advertising

We   invite  the  submission of   previously un-
published       documents       and        personal 
correspondence from our readers.  We reserve 
the right to publish, in whole or in part, any let-
ters or submitted articles we receive.  While we 
cannot accept responsibility for unsolicited ma-
terial, we would be happy to return it   to  its   
author   if   a stamped,   self-addressed envelope 
is included.

The NSQG newsletter is published six times 
a year.  Publication deadline is the 15th of  the 
months of    February,   April,  June,  August,  
October,  and December.    Articles  are due 
to the   editor   by   the   25th  of   the  previous 
publication month:  

        December 25th for February 15th Issue        
        February 25th for April 15th Issue
        April 25th for June 15th Issue
        June 25th for August 25th Issue
        August 25th for October 15th Issue
        October 25th for December 15th Issue

The  editor  reserves the right to accept or reject 
advertising requests.  Ads must be quilt related.  
Advertising  must be submitted by  the 20th 
of  each    previous   publication     month,    i.e.  
February 20th  for  the  April  publication:  

        December 20th for February 15th Issue
        February 20th for April 15th Issue
        April 20th for June 15th Issue
        June 20th for August 15th Issue
        August 20th for October 15th Issue
        October 20th for December 15th Issue

Camera ready ads  must  be at 300 dpi and 
either jpegs, tiffs, or psd (Photoshop)  files.  
If  you  don’t   have  a  camera  ready  ad,  please 
contact the editor to contract an ad design.   
Check with the editor for ad rates and sizes avail-
able.  Ads are placed on a   space  available basis.     
All    ads    must    be prepaid.  Please make your 
check payable to NSQG.     Mail payment with ad 
materials to the Editor.

Betz McMahon      Newsletter Editor NSQG
205 Topaz Pl. Unit D         Hartford, SD 57033         
605-528-3454                betzmc@goldenwest.net

NSQG Mission Statement
The    Nebraska    State    Quilt    Guild    is    
a   non-profit    organization established   
to perpetuate the art  of  quilt making  
and   its   heritage while encouraging   
future  opportunities through growth, 
education,   inspiration,  and fellowship.



Submitted by Carol Kusek
and Nebraska 4-H Extension

In addition to honors received by the Nebraska State Quilt 
Guild and the Hillestad Gallery, a total of 61 quilts were created 
and donated to the National Quilts of Valor Foundation.  On 
Saturday, August 30th, the quilts were highlighted on stage 
and presented to Sara Kenny, Nebraska’s Representative to the 
National Foundation.  4-Hers who were in the audience were 
able to stand and be recognized as their quilt was shown on 
stage.  The quilts will be “awarded” to American soldiers and 
veterans who are “touched by war”. 
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Photo courtesy of Carol Kusek and Nebraska 4-H Extension
Sydney Woodruff, York, C20 Quilt Design Other Than Fabric

AWARD WINNERS
SPONSOR:  Nebraska State Quilt Guild  and Nebraska 4-H Foundation

	  
Name			   County	 Class				    Prize		  Description of Item 
Sarah Cunningham	 Lancaster	 C 10 Exploring Quilts		  Cash $40	 Exploring Quilts
Sydney Woodruff	 York		  C 20 Quilt Designs Other 
					     Than Fabric			   Cash $40	 Barn Quilt
Elijah Bolin		  Cass		  C 30 Computer Exploration	 Cash $40	 Computer Exploration
Mikayla Novak		  Clay		  C 41 Intergenerational Quilt	 Cash $40	 Green/Brown Star Quilt
Madisyn Ayres		 Kearney	 C 42 Service Project Quilt 	 Cash $40	 Freedom Starts Quilt
Celina Chrisman	 Clay		  Classes 50- 52 
					     Level 1 Quilted Exhibit		  Cash $40	 Owl Quilt Neon Colors
Alexandra Linder	 Cuming		 Classes 50- 52 
					     Level 1 Quilted Exhibit		  Cash $40	 Quick Trip Around the World
Mikayla Novak		  Clay		  Classes 60 - 62 
					     Level 2 Quilted Exhibit 		 Cash $40	 Harvest Color Quilt
James Wetovick	 Nance		  Classes 60 - 62 
					     Level 2 Quilted Exhibit 		 Cash $40	 Western Theme Quilt
Ashley Pachta		  Hamilton	 Classes 70 - 72 
					     Level 3 Quilted Exhibit		  Cash $40	 Christmas Quilt
Stefanie Sherman	 Saunders	 Classes 70 - 72
					     Level 3 Quilted Exhibit		  Cash 40	 Garden Medallion Quilt
Natalie Badura		  Buffalo		 C 81  Premier Quilt – 
					     Sewing Machine Quilted 	 Cash $70	 Ollie Owl Quilt
Alexandra Rauert	 York		  C 82  Premier Quilt -
					     Long Arm Quilted – 
					     Non Computerized
					     / Hand Guided 			  Cash $70	 Friendship Star Quilt/30’s Fabric
April Crandall		  Adams		  C 83  Premier Quilt – 
					     Computerized 			   Cash $70	 Twister Illusions Quilt
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All Photos on this page are courtesy of Carol Kusek and Nebraska 4-H Extension

Elijah Bolin, Cass, 
C30 Computer Exploration

Mikayla Novak, Clay
C41 Intergenerational Quilt

Madisyn Ayres, Kearney
C41 Service Project Quilt

Celina Chrisman, Clay
Classes 50-52 Level 1

Quilted Exhibit

Alexandra Linder, Cuming
Classes 50-51 Level 1 Quilted Exhibit

Mikayla Novak, Clay
Classes 60-62 Level 2 Quilted Exhibit

James Wetovick
Nance

Classes 60-62
Level 2
Quilted
Exhibit

Stefanie Sherman, Saunders
Classes 70 - 72 Level 3 Quilted Exhibit

Ashley Pachta, Hamilton
Classes 70 - 72 Level 3 Quilted Exhibit

Alexandra Rauert, York
C82 Premier Quilt - Long Arm

Quilted - Non Computerized / Hand Guided

April Crandall, Adams
C83 Premier Quilt - Computerized

Natalie Badura, Buffalo
C81 Premier Quilt - Sewing Machine Quilted

Winning Quilts & Projects



Quilt Shops & Related Businesses
Arapahoe

Wagner’s Quilts & Conversation
404 Chestnut

Arapahoe, NE 68922
308-962-8458

www.wagnersquiltsandconversation.com
wagnersquilts@live.com
Mon-Fri 9 - 6; Sat 9 - 4

Well-lit shop on one level, 20+ bolts of  
108”-120” wide backs,  quilt stencils, 

embroideries, JANOME Sewing Machines 
& accessories, fleece, flannels & fun 100% 

cotton fabrics & DMC Floss

Beatrice
Quilt Stitches

505 Court Street
Beatrice, NE 68310

402-223-1916
quiltstitches@windstream.net

Mon-Wed & Fri 10 - 5:30; 
Thurs 10 - 6:30; Sat 10 - 4

Cambridge
Cottage Inspirations

710 Nasby St.
Cambridge, NE 69022

308-697-4000
www.cottageinspirations.com

cottage@cottageinspirations.com
Tues-Fri 11 - 5:30; Sat 10 - 4

Fullerton
Calico Annie’s Quilt Shop
210 Broadway, PO Box 661

Fullerton, NE 68638
308-536-2925

www.calicoanniesquiltshop.com
calicoannie@qwestoffice.net
Mon-Fri 9 - 5, Sat 9 - Noon

Holdrege
Quilter’s Delight

323 West Ave.
Holdrege, NE 68949

308-995-2728
www.quiltersdelight-nebraska.blogspot.com

quilter@atcjet.net
Mon-Wed & Fri 9:30 - 5:30;

Thurs till 7; Sat till 4

Kimball
Jan Sears, AQS Certified

Appraiser of  Quilts & 
Quilted Textiles

PO Box 428
Kimball, NE 69145

308-279-0163
searsjanere@yahoo.com

Omaha
Sunshine Stitches

525 North 155th Plaza
Omaha, NE 68154

402-504-1345
www.sunshinestitches.com

Mon-Fri 10 - 6; Sat 10 - 5

Pawnee City
Heavenly Treasures, Inc.

700 9th St.
Pawnee City, NE 68420

402-852-2270
www.heavenlytreasurespc.com

heavenly4125@gmail.com
Mon-Fri 10 - 5, Sat 10 - 3

Nebraska City
Sew Enchanting
622 Central Ave.

Nebraska City, NE 68410
402-873-1009

www.facebook.com/Sew.Enchanting.622
sew.enchanting@windstream.net

Mon-Sat 9 am - 5 pm;
Thurs until 8 pm

Konas, Metallics, Jo Morton and more!

Valentine
Tidy Totes, etc.

402-376-2576 
www.tidytotes.com
info@tidytotes.com

The Ultimate Sewing Accessory
ready to use or make your own

Wholesale pricing available.

York
The Quilt Basket
718 N Lincoln Ave.

York, NE 68467
402-362-5737

BERNINA Sales and Services
www.thequiltbasket-york.com
info@thequiltbasket-york.com

Mon-Fri 9:30 - 5;
Thurs 9:30 - 7; Sat 9:30 - 3

Your  shop  can  run  an ad listing for  $50 per  year.  You will receive a listing in the membership book and be 
listed on the NSQG website under the Quilt shop tab with a description of  your store and a link to your web-
site.  Contact  the  NSQG   Newsletter Editor, Betz McMahon at 605-528-3454 or betzmc@goldenwest.net.

Advertising 
Opportunity
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Check out  IQSCM upcoming events at
 http:// www.quiltstudy.org and http://worldquilts.quiltstudy.org/americanstory/.  

A listing of  IQSCM’s events:	 	
	 November 21 - 22, 2014, 11 - 4 pm, “ART Market in the Museum”, sponsored by FRIENDS of  IQSCM
	 February 6,  2014, “Reflections of  the Exotic East in American Quilts” “Reflections of  the Exotic East in 
	 American Quilts” presents beautiful examples of  the profound influence Asian art and culture had on American 
	 quiltmaking during the past 200 years. Quilts from this period reflect the ongoing Western fascination with the “Orient,” 
	 whose geographical boundaries stretched from the Middle East to the Far East, but whose more essential meaning was 
	 one of  mystery and exotic allure.
	 March 6, 2015, “Covering the War” Women on the American home front from the Civil War through Operation Iraqi 
	 Freedom have used quiltmaking to engage in the political, economic, social, and psychological aspects of  war and loss of  
	 human life. Covering the War presents quilts that reveal the larger stories of  women’s lives in war-time and the American 
	 home front culture.
	 June 6, 2015, “Ambiguity & Enigma: Recent Quilts by Michael James” Michael James is recognized as a leader in 
	 the studio quilt movement that began in the 1970s. Today, he crafts innovative quilted artworks through digital processes. 
	 James juxtaposes unique digitally developed and printed textiles, giving form to interpretations of  human experience. 
	 James describes his studio quilts as visual poetry to be read and interpreted by each viewer. Ambiguity & Enigma is the 
	 artist’s debut IQSCM solo exhibition.

2014 Quilt Identification Days:  August 17 and November 15.  Call 402-472-6549 to reserve a time slot or register online.  
Cost is $15 per quilt plus museum admission for non-members, and $10 per quilt for museum members.
  

Quilting Events
November 21-22, 2014
ART Market at the Museum, Friday and Saturday from 11 - 4 pm, November 21-22 at 
IQSCM, 33rd & Holdrege, Lincoln.  Purchase unique quilts, textiles and more for yourself  
or for Holiday gifting!  Sponsored by FRIENDS of  IQSCM.  FUNdraising for IQSCM.  www.
IQSCfriends.org

January 8-10, May 7-9, and June 11 
- 13,  2015
QSC Expos LLC is thrilled about 
our show lineup for the next several 
months.  Because we are so excited to 
see you at one or all of  them, we wanted to offer you a special 
opportunity.  For all bus tours that attend our shows, there are 
great discounts and privileges!  Schedule a bus trip and take 
advantage of  our amazing offers!  Show dates are:  Oklahoma 
Winter Quilt show, Oklahoma City, OK, on January 8 - 10th; 
Home Machine Quilting Show, Salt Lake City, UT on May 
7 - 9, and Sew Original Quit and Creative Exp, Reno, NV 
on June 11 - 13, 2015.  Contact Tiffany Birrell, Bus Tour 
Coordinator with questions at tiffany@hmqs.org or 801-548-
8435.

February 6 - April 25, 2015
FIBER Craft, Culture and Art, exhibition hosted by 
KANEKO.  This exhibition will feature work from textile and 
fiber artists such as Nick Cabe, Sheila Hicks, Sue Knight, Rob 
Hillestad, Jon Eric Riis and the American Tapestry Alliance’s 
American Tapestry Becennial. Several events, workshops, 
lectures and more related to textiles and creativity will be 
hosted in conjunction with these exhibitions.  Contact Michael 
Hollins, Program Coordinator at KANEKO, michael@
thekaneko.org or 402-341-3800 for more information.
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Celebrating Thirty Years - QNE 2015
We would like to introduce you to three of our National Teachers lined up for Quilt Nebraska 
2015:
Jan Sears ---  Quilt History Day
I currently live in Kimball, NE, the town where 
I was born and raised.  I became very interest-
ed in quilting while watching my Grandmother 
hand quilt on a wooden floor frame for hours.  
She  taught  me how to cut and piece with 
cardboard and scissors and to hand quilt.  I 

lived in Bridgeport, Ne for abut 30 years and became more involved in quilting.  I 
taught beginning class, had a small quilt store, and did some commercial machine 
quilting.  I was a founding member of the Panhandle Quilt Guild.  My skills advanced 
to more involved projects and my interest expanded to include the history of and apprising of quilts and textiles of other kinds.   I 
became a AQS Certified Quit Appraiser in 1998.  I like helping others learn to quilt and seeing them grow in their talents.   I  am  the  
Library Director at the Kimball Public Library, which is another sometimes overwhelming aspect of my life.
 
Gayle Bong
Gayle Bong has been designing and making quilts for over 30 years favoring scrappy patchwork quilts that can be rotary cut.  She 

began teaching quilting when she adapted the latest rotary cutting techniques to 
the 60 degree angle.  Two years later she began teaching nationally with the 
release of her first book.  Gayle has written 9 books for quilters featuring scraps 
or designs based on the 60 degree angle.  Her latest book in the Thirtysomething 
series combines 30 degree and 60 degree angles in square units to make over 
115 new block designs.
She is always eager to spread the joy of quilting either in her books, or her 
classes and lectures.  In her classes, technique skills are combined with efficient 
time management skills to assist her students in completing all the quilts on their 
to-do list.   She  moves continually from student to student and shares as much 
information as possible during the session.  Students report her instructions are 
very clear.  Being a designer at heart, she encourages students to use her de-

signs as a jumping off point and add their own creative ideas to their project.
Gayle lives with her husband in rural Elkhorn, Wisconsin.  She makes time to enjoy wildflower gardening and hiking in the fields and 
wooded hills around her home.

Sue Nickles
Sue has been quilting for 32 years, starting by hand and gradually focusing on 
machine work. Sue has been teaching machine techniques for the past 20 years. 
Sue has taught and lectured nationally for shops, guilds and major conferences, 
including AQS, IQA and NQA. She has also taught internationally in England, 
Norway, Australia, New Zealand and Spain. Sue’s major awards include 1998 
AQS Best of Show for “The Beatles Quilt” made by Sue and her sister, Pat 
Holly. Their quilt, “The Space Quilt” won the 2003 IQA Master of Machine 
Artistry Award and the 2004 AQS Machine Workmanship Award.  Most 
recently, Sue and Pat’s quilt “Tea at Tenby” won 2009 Best of Show at the 
Birmingham Festival of Quilts in England. Sue’s current books are “Machine Quilting: A Primer of Techniques” and “Stitched Raw 
Edge Appliqué” co-authored with Pat. Sue has also been a judge for many quilt shows, most recently part of the team judging the 
2009 IQA Show. Sue’s priority in the workshops she teaches is to provide a relaxed environment for students to learn machine 
techniques that are timesaving. Sue emphasizes the best quality workmanship, never compromising quality for speed!

Submitted by Deb Austin, Gloria Miller and Sandra Kosch, QNE 2015 Co-Chairs



THREADS ACROSS NEBRASKA
Threads Across Nebraska 2014 was held on Oct. 10 & 11 at the Kearney 
Fairgrounds Expo Building.  We had 903 attendees compared to 1058 in 
2013.  There were 28 vendors from NE, IA, SD, KS, WY, and MO with a 
great variety of shopping treasures.  

Sandra Anderson was the featured quilter and had a fantastic display of 
her quilts and dolls.  We had very positive feedback from attendees who 
enjoyed her mini lectures and display.  

There were 116 quilts on display including 29 from Phyllis Hamaker at the Quilters Cottage in Kearney.  Four raffle quilts 
were on display including the NSQG quilt for 2015.  

Thank you to everyone who helped in putting this years event together.  We were short on volunteers this year so those 
who did help were greatly appreciated!  We would welcome suggestions and volunteers for 2015.  needtosew@gmail.com 

Submitted by Carol Brandl, Threads Chair
DISTRICT I QUILT GATHERING - TRUNK SHOW

Submitted by Jill Vanderboegh

Thanks to District Reps in top left of photo.  Marilyn  
Rembolt (back left) and Sharon Clark (back right).  
Also pictured are NSQG Raffle Quiltmakers Joan 
Waldman (front left) and Marie Clark (front right).  
Not pictured are quiltmakers Gloria Miller and Kris 
Vierra.  Top right photo shows Barb Fife of Overland 
Park, KS.  

On Saturday, November 8th quilters of southeast Nebraska met at the NPPD Offsite Response Facility in Auburn to share a fun 
and educational afternoon. Lynn LaBalle of Auburn welcomed 60 quilters, as they arrived 
for the event. 
Prior to the program, attendees could view the 2015 NSQG raffle quilt and purchase tickets 
from Marie Clark, Connie Jensen, and Joan Waldman. Just Wright Sharpening of Lincoln 
was on hand to sharpen scissors and knives. There was also a quilt display of holiday quilts 
by local quilters.
As the program began, Marilyn Rembolt, Region 1 Director, welcomed everyone to Auburn 

and the Quilt Gathering. Marilyn also invited 
people to join the Nebraska State Quilt Guild. 
Sharon Clark, Region 1 Director, introduced Marie Clark. Marie gave a short presen-
tation on the designing and construction of the 2015 NSQG raffle quilt. Next, Sandi 
Kosch told everyone about Quilt Nebraska 2015 which would be held in Norfolk on 
July 24 – 26. Save the date cards were distributed to all in attendance.
The featured quilter of the day was Barb Fife of Overland Park, Kansas, formerly of 
Auburn. Barb presented a trunk show of thirty of her quilts. She shared the stories 
of her quilts and her expertise in quilting as she displayed quilts that showcased her 
talents in machine applique, embroidery and piecing. Pam and Nikita Estrada assisted 
Bard Fife by holding and folding quilts.
Kelly Ashton, quilt designer and author of Overland Park, Kansas was on hand 
to sign her new book “Hexagon, Diamonds, Triangles and More.”  Kelly provided 
demonstrations on the use of her 
templates featured in her new 
book. 
Following the program refresh-
ments were served in the lobby.
Thank you to the volunteers 
who helped to make the day a 
success. 
Door prizes were donated by 
Fabric Fairie, Needles I, Kelly 
Ashton, Sharon Clark and Linda 
Hug. Sharon Clark, Region 1 Di-
rector and Jill Vanderboegh, Region 1 Director-elect planned the event.
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Quilts for Pilger and Beaver Crossing!
Start with a volunteer activity for kids, mix in a good charitable comment/idea, add some serendipity, blend in numerous hours of 
volunteer sewing and donation of materials, and the result is a “product” that both educates and serves communities in need.  That 
was the recipe that evolved from an unplanned set of circumstances and culminated with the Lincoln Quilters Guild (LQG) drive that 
produced 50+ quilts that will be distributed to the victims of the tornadoes in Beaver Crossing and Pilger, NE. 
With quilt construction organized and ready to get underway, the question of quilt distribution mechanisms was next.  LQG and 
Omaha Modern Quilt Guild member, Lori Bain, was actively making and collecting quilts for the tornado victims.  Quiltfest chair, 
Sheila Green heard about Lori Bain’s efforts, contacted her and the partnership was formed!
The project took place in the kid’s activity area chaired by Jean Ang and Barb Clement during our biennial Lincoln Quiltfest, 
July 2014.  Generous volunteers donated materials for the project:  a mountain of precut 5” 
squares, sashing strips, backing material and four sewing machines were in continuous use 
during the show.  But the work did not stop with the end of the quilt show; many people were 
involved in various stages of turning quilt tops into completed quilts through early September.  
All in all it was an enthusiastic GROUP project.
Members from the Nebraska State Quilt Guild, the Lincoln Quilters Guild, Lincoln Quilts for 
Kids Chapter made and donated quilts!  In the Omaha area, Lori Bain organized a huge effort 
involving the Omaha Modern Quilt Guild, the Elkhorn Quilt Guild, Omaha Quilt Guild, Omaha 
Project Linus, Quilts from the Bluffs, and the Greater Omaha Area Longarm Support Group.  
Workshops were held at AccuQuilt and quilts were stored there prior to distribution.  Nearly 
every shop from Omaha to Grand Island were  collection sites.  Quilters from Iowa, Kansas, 
Colorado and Wisconsin learned about the effort online and joined in by making quilts, pillow 
cases and dish cloths!  
All efforts combined resulted in a total of over 600 quilts!  Sizes of quilts ranged from crib to 

queen and many in-between!  
On September 13, 2014 
over  350 quilts were dis-
tributed to those affected by 
the tornados in and around Pilger NE., from families to individuals 
in nursing homes. Distribution of 150+ quilts in Beaver Crossing 
was held October 25, 2014.  
This effort has been amazing!   It has brought together  modern, 
traditional, experienced, non-experienced, young and old quilters, 
ALL working towards a common goal with great success!  Tor-
nado victims were comforted by both warm quilts and warm hearts.  
Those who received quilts were deeply touched and very grateful 
for the donations.  We hope the quilts bring comfort to those whose 
lives were changed in a matter of moments.

Photos on this page are from: 
NEBRASKA STATE QUILT GUILD FACEBOOK PAGE AND SHEILA GREEN.
What a fabulous day in Beaver Crossing!!  Over 150 quilts were 
distributed to those affected by the tornados last spring.  
A fantastic effort involving quilters from 4 states.   
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Submitted by Sheila Green and Lori Bain

Submitted by 2015 Newsletter Editor Betz McMahon

Electronic Newsletter
The   NSQG   newsletter   is available to NSQG members  in an  
electronic  version.   The newsletter is in a PDF file and  you  will 
need Adobe Acrobat Reader to view and/or print the file.   If   you   
wish  to  have  the  electronic  version of  the newsletter, please 
notify your membership chair:  membership@nsqg.org.

Barb Clement, Jean Ang and Lori Bain 
shown with quilts gathered for

distribution to Pilger and Beaver Crossing.



Presenters at the Quilts of Local Color -  
Back: Jeanine Peeks and Nancy Shavlik 
Front Janet Person and Carol Kusek

DISTRICT II QUILT GATHERING - QUILTS OF LOCAL COLOR

Submitted by Janet Atkinson

Submitted by Sheila Green and Lori Bain
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The NSQG District II Quilt Gathering was held at Zion Lutheran Church in Albion Nebraska on Saturday September 12, 2014.
Chairman Janet Atkinson greeted the 54 quests who came from seventeen communities.   Quilts were hung on the walls which 
included the Hawaiian quilts by Bonnie Hagemann of Lindsey, and Rising Star which was a raffle quilt made by Sandy McMillan and 
Laura Franchini.  
Donna Iwan of Albion shared her quilt, given in memory of their son Ed, who gave his life for us 
in service to his country.  This was a quilt that had been presented to them following his death.  
Carol Kusek of Albion told of her love of color.  In her show and tell about “Color my World”  
we saw the color in the quilts she displayed.  They were of all sizes and some were seasonal 
quilts.  She also splashed in humor with her colorful stories.  Nancy Shavlik of rural Bartlett, 
a busy ranch wife, said “Who has time to Quilt?” but then she showed her many quilts, with 
applique done by hand.  Her quilts were a feast for the eyes. She did find time to quilt and they 
were beautifully done.  Nancy and her sister, Barbara Shepherdson from Mason City had many 
stories to tell about their years growing up.
Janet’s daughter,  Jeanine Peeks of Lincoln brought her baskets of doll quilts and a few of her 
doll beds which she also had furnished with bedding-with ticking mattress’s, pillow cases and 
sheets fashioned from vintage pillowcases.  Jeanine’s doll quilts had various patterned quilts which were often made with one inch 
squares. Laura Peeks assisted her mother.  This was followed by a catered lunch and time to view the quilts.  Cheryl Krohn displayed 
her various punch needle projects.  Donna Kruse had many wool hooked rugs in various themes.   Ellen Norskov and her work with 
Hardanger, a Scandinavian handwork, drew much attention.  All are from Albion.  Jan Person, also from Albion, brought her newly 
married niece,  Anna, and we got to see the “Thirteen Quilts for the Bride” which she had made for Anna, a take off from when the 
brides always made 12 quilts and then just before her marriage friends would quilt her bridal quilt.  The thirteen were all genres and 
sizes and they were a sight to behold.  The bridal quilt was a dazzling red and white and contained 7000 pieces.
All of our presenters were amazing and their handiwork was awesome.  Sandy Kosch of Shelby, promoted the Quilt Nebraska 2015  
to be held in Norfolk Ne on July 23-25 for the first time ever.  National teachers will be there as well as Nebraska teachers. Joan 
Waldman of Platte Center, and Gloria Miller of Columbus, were promoting the 2015 NSQG Raffle quilt called “Shimmering Stars  
designed by Joan, Gloria and Marie Clark of Columbus.  Carol Kusek revealed how you could become a member of NSQG and also 
gave information on FRIENDS of the International Quilt Study Center in Lincoln.  These members raise funds for the Quilt House,which 
is expanding.   Janet encouraged the women attending to view the 32 quilts at the Samaritan Estates Assisted Living.  Many of the 
women went to view the quilts furnished by women from the surrounding area.  

2014 Nebraska State Fair Quilt Show

Submitted by Jan Sittler, NSQG 2014 Nebraska State Fair Chair

We are incredibly fortunate to have a beautiful building which is climate controlled and has great lighting for our Nebraska State Fair 
(NSF) quilt show.  We always appreciate your suggestions for improvement of  the NSF Quilt Show. One of  our goals is to provide every 
Nebraska quilter a venue for entering quilts and have them displayed so they can be appreciated by the fair visitors.  The Quilt Hall was 
designed to hold a maximum of  500 quilts, a number well in excess of  those in years prior to the fair moving to Grand Island.  We had 
662 quilts exhibited this year which meant that we could only show a third or less of  most large quilts. This was frustrating to exhibitors 
and fair visitors alike. Thus, going forward we are making the following changes:
	 •	 Limit the number of  quilts an exhibitor can enter to five.
	 •	 Limit the number of  special contests any one quilt can be entered in to three.
	 •	 Require all quilts entered in a special contest (Division 5390) to be first entered in a competition class (either 
		  Division 5320 - quilts made by exclusively one person, or Division 5330 – quilts made by more than one person).

New Opportunities:
	 •	 This year we are introducing a new competition class in Division 5320.  The class, sponsored by the Nebraska 		
		  State Fair, will have the following requirements: (1) must be 20” square and (2) relate to the 2015 NSF Theme.  The 
		  interpretation of  the theme is up to the quiltmaker.  Watch for the 2015 NSF theme announcement to come in 
		  late January, 2015.
	 •	 There will also be a new Division 5390 special contest for Quilts of  Valor with the following requirements:  (1) 
		  size –  50” x 68” minimum to 65” x 80” maximum, (2) theme: suitable for a male or female veteran, either patriotic 
		  or non-patriotic including such as Husker, NASCAR, hunting, etc.,  and  (3) label:  must say “Quilt of  Valor” and 
		  include a space for the name of  the recipient in addition to the maker(s) of  the top and quilter.  The quilt can be from 
		  either Division 5320 or 5330. 

Please share this information with your guild members and any other quilters in your area.  Watch for future newsletters regarding any 
additional information.   Happy Quilting!



Photo courtesy of Carol Kusek

Submitted by Carol Kusek

For those who wondered about the Barn Quilt displayed at the Nebraska State Fair near the Quilt Display entrance—here’s your story. . .

Clever Clovers 4-H Club Service Project
The Clever Clover 4-H Club located in Boone County, Albion, Nebraska painted a barn quilt as a club community service project this year 2014. The 
8’ X 8’ barn quilt in the pattern “Nebraska Windmill” will find a permanent home at the Nebraska State Fairgrounds in Grand Island, Nebraska.  
A phone call to Joseph McDermott set the project in motion.  He said they “will find a way to display the barn quilt—go ahead and paint it.”  Using 
the book 5,500 Quilt Block Designs by Maggie Malone, samples of  6 possible “Nebraska” themed quilt blocks were sent, then our club decided on 
the design “Nebraska Windmill” and tweaked the coloring to represent red 
and white Nebraska shaped windmill blades on a blue background with black 
painted framing.

“Nebraska Windmill” block design is by E.S.(Bud) Dunklau of  Lincoln, Ne-
braska and was designed in 1978.  The Nebraska State Legislature officially 
announced it as the state quilt block in 1979. The original design colors were 
navy for the main “Nebraska” shaped blade, muslin for the reverse blade and 
red print in the background area.   The block is based on a grid of  12 X 12 
squares and is not symmetric so it can be a difficult block to construct and is 
considered an unusual grid as quilt block design is concerned.

Four years ago each of  the 12 members of  the Clever Clovers 4-H club paint-
ed and entered barn quilts in the 2’ X 2’ or 4’ X 4’ size as a club project.  A 4’ 
X 4’ 4-H block was painted as a club service project and hangs on the Boone 
County 4-H Exhibit Hall year round since that time.  We have evidence of  con-
tinued weather resistance to deterioration.  The barn quilt which faces west, 
looks as good as the day it was installed three years ago.  
Current members Serena Henry, April Johnson, Lily Johnson, Luke Johnson, 
Michelle Warner and Claire Weidner did the taping and painting.  Leaders Carol 
Kusek, Jean Meyers and Anthony Kusek provided expert opinion and advice 
on the entire project.  All are residents of  Albion, Nebraska, Boone County. 

Barn quilts that are painted in the manner we are using have shown them-
selves to withstand 5 or more years of  no peeling or fading and most last 
much longer.  Sac County in Iowa has used the same method and touchups can be done many years later with no visible signs of  wear.  The barn 
quilt is very durable in outdoor weather exposed to the elements.
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