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The committee is asking each of you to 
encourage museums, shops, churches, libraries, 
civic organizations, county and state fairs, quilt 
guilds, fabric stores, etc. in your area to exhibit 
patriotic or historical quilts during June and July 
2026 (Flag Day and 4th of July). We could have 
the largest quilt show in the Midwest, Nebraska, 
or the USA! Please register your event via email 
to us at America250@NSQG.org.

AMERICA 250 — 
FIRST CHALLENGE
The International Quilt Museum will be 
celebrating America 250 starting in June. I 
challenge the NSQG members to donate 250 
patriotic potholders. The museum sells them 
in pairs, raising funds for exhibits, educational 
programs, and museum operations.
Guidelines are:

• 6 inch to 10 inch any shape
• Fabric should be 100% quilt quality patriotic 

cotton
• Batting should be 2 layers of cotton or 

wool, or 1 layer of batting plus 1 layer of 
insulation such as Insul-Bright.

• Include a hanging loop.
Please mark your potholder as the America 
250 Challenge. Send or take your 
potholder pairs to the IQM in 
Lincoln, Nebraska, or directly 
to the “Friends of the IQM”.

Please mark your potholder as the America 
250 Challenge. Send or take your 
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LECTURES
9:30 & 1:00 Sara Kenny — Quilts of Valor 
10:15 & 1:45 Susie Bonder — Not My

Momma’s Quilts
11:00 & 2:30 Unconventional and

Unexpected: In Conversation
with Roderick Kiracofe

Let’s Celebrate the America250!
• Quilts of Valor on display
• Americana make and take project for 

entire family
• Japanese Boro & Handwork 

Demonstrations & Display
• Learn to Quilt, fun for all ages 
• Quilt Exhibitions in the IQM galleries
• Collection Care in Action: Dillow 

Conservation Workroom
Sponsors: International Quilt Museum, Lincoln 
Quilters Guild, Lincoln Modern Quilt Guild, Nebraska 
State Quilt Guild, Omaha Modern Quilt Guild, 
AccuQuilt, Aurifil, Cosmic Cow, Fabric Bash, Sewing 
Centre of Lincoln & Nebraska Quilt Company 

Free Parking: All University parking lots north of 
museum and Hardin Hall at 33rd & Holdrege St. 
(including restricted lots).

Ala carte lunch available for purchase (cash only).

LincolnQuiltersGuild.org, nsqg.org, omqg.blogspot.com, 
lincolnmqg.blogspot.com, InternationalQuiltMuseum.org
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Saturday, March 21, 9 am to 4 pm
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
I am feeling honored and privileged to be serving 
as your 2026 NSQG president. Times are changing 
for our organization. We have new ideas and 
projects in the works that include: an email 
newsletter (10 months of the year), a Facebook 
page, and updating the NSQG.org website. Since 
the country will be celebrating its 250 years in 
2026, we will have some challenges for quilters 
and quilt guilds. The first challenge can be found in this newsletter.

Please share our newsletter with other quilters and encourage them 
to become NSQG members. Also, I would love to hear about events 
in quilting, shows, turning of bed events and special speakers/guest 
nights occurring within your local quilt guilds. We would love to add 
them to our Save the Date Calendar within the newsletter.

Nebraska State Quilt Guild
1724 Hwy 14
Nelson, NE  68961

www.nsqg.org

President
Susan Brown

president@nsqg.org

President-Elect
Leslie Martin

presidentelect@nsqg.org

Secretary
Diane Murphy

secretary@nsqg.org 

Treasurer
Marty Kleppinger
treasurer@nsqg.org

Advisor
Denise Waibel-Rycek

Regional I Director
Karen Dunekacke (year 2)

Belle Williams (year 1)

Regional II Director
Tammie Will (year 2)

Marcia Christensen (year 1)

Regional III Director
Martha Bergquist (year 2)
Linda Bomberger (year 1)

NSQG MISSION 
STATEMENT

The Nebraska State 
Quilt Guild is a non-profit 

organization established to 
perpetuate the art of quilt 
making and its heritage 
while encouraging future 

opportunities through 
growth, education, 

inspiration, and fellowship

2026 COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN
Awards LeeAnn Meduna
By-Laws and Policies Linda Black/Kelli Thomella
Education & Publicity Shelia Green
Historian Jan Sears
Grants Rita Weber
Membership Karen Daniels
NE State Fair Liaison Carmen Ostrander

Julie Lechner
QNE Convention and Retreat 2025 Karen Anderson

Susan Langholz
Janet Kosmicki

QNE Convention and Retreat 2026 Diane Murphy
Karen Dunekacke
Marcia Christiansen

Raffle Quilt Mom Sue Brown
Threads Across Nebraska Julie Ochsner
Website Jeff Acklie
Website NSQG Advisor Denise Waibel-Rycek
IQSC/Friends of IQSC Connie Soucie

Membership in NSQG is open to all individuals. New members 
will continue to be welcomed at any time. Memberships run from 
January 1st through December 31st. Dues are $35.00 per year. 
Applications are available on the website. 



Guidelines:
1. Must have red-white-blue
2. In honor of America 250, make it 

patriotic
3. Bonus points if the fabric has stars
4. Double bonus if you donate to 

Veteran’s Home after QNE Convention 
& Retreat 2026

This will make a SMALL LAP – 33 x 44 
plus any border you want to add. You can 
make larger just by making more blocks.

Can be done with three (3) fabrics or get 
in your stash of reds, whites, and blues to 
make it scrappy.

This month, we are publishing the Yardage 
and Cutting directions only. Directions for 
each block coming in following months.

Yardage: Red- ½ yard, White – 1 ¼ yards, 
Blue – ¾ yard

BLOCK 1 – Make 6
BLUE
Cut 4 strips at 3 ¼ inch, sub cut to 48 
squares, need (8) 3 ¼ squares per block
Cut 1 strips at 6 inches – sub cut into 6 
(six) 6 inch squares – need (1) per block

WHITE
Cut 6 strips at 3 ¼ inch, sub cut to 6 X 3 
¼ inch, 24 total, need (4) per block
From remaining -, cut 3 ¼ inch squares, 
24 total, need (4) per block

BLOCK 2 – Make 6
PART A
WHITE
Cut 2 strips at 1 ¾ inch, sub cut to 1 ¾ 
inch squares, 48 total, need (8) per block
Cut 1 strip at 3 inch, sub cut into 3 inch 
squares, 6 total, need (1) per block
BLUE
Cut 4 strips at 1 ¾ inch, sub cut to 3 x 1 
¾ inch, 24 total, need (4) per block
From remaining – cut 1 ¾ inch, 24 total, 
need (4) per block
PART B

RED
Cut 9 strips at 1 ½ inch, cut 11 ½ X 1 ½ 
inch, need 18 total, need (3) per block
From remaining- cut 6 ½ inch X 1 ½ inch, 
need 18 total, need (3) per block

WHITE
Cut 8 strips at 1 ½ inch, cut 11 ½ x 1 ½ 
inch, need 18 total, need (3) per block
From remaining -cut 6 ½ X 1 ½ inch, need 
12 total, need (2) per block

TAMMIE’S MYSTERY QUILT CHALLENGE

QUILTING TIP
Make the most of your yardage.  Cut out larger shapes before turning to the smaller ones.  Try to be 
super careful and follow the “measure twice, cut once” rule.

FEBRUARY 2



Create with Chenille will be a half day class 
offered by Janet Kalinowski. In the class, 
Janet will be showing samples using the 
chenille technique. 

Janet states sewing has been a part of her entire 
life and she added quilting about 35 years ago to 
her list of creative passions. 

Two years ago her family gave her a Chenille-
It Christmas Quilt Kit called “Tis the Season to 
be Jolly”. This technique to embellish quilting 
project was so much fun and added some 
dimension to already beautiful handmade items.

LEARN 
SOMETHING NEW

QuiltNebraska Convention & Retreat 2026 Class Preview

QuiltNebraska  Convention & Retreat 2026 
Event Details
Dates: July 23, 24, 25
Location: Younes Conference Center, Kearney NE
Teachers: Ricky Tims, Stacy Coffee, plus regional   

teachers to be announced
Registration: Coming soon
Hotels: Room Rate $139.95 per night

La Quinta 308-237-4400
Comfort Inn 308-251-2722

In your life, the people become like a patchwork quilt. Some leave with you a piece that is 
bigger than you wanted and others smaller than you thought you needed. Some are that 

annoying itchy square in the corner, and others that piece of worn flannel. You leave pieces with 
some and they leave their pieces with you. All the while each and every square makes up a part of 
what is you. Be okay with the squares people leave you. For life is too short to expect from people 
what they do not have to give, or were not called to give you.

Anna M. Aquino

“
”

Sue Brown, President
Favorite Notion: Bloc Loc
Insight to Sue:
•  Former owner of Calico Cottage
•  Machine Embroidery
•  Cruising

Leslie Martin, President – Elect

Favorite Notion: Itty-Bitty Eights Square from 
   Primitive Grids
Insight to Leslie:
•  Decorate my house for every holiday
•  Loves and collect shoes
•  Was an Art and Special Ed teacher

MEET THE BOARD



National Quilters Day
Saturday 9 am to 4pm
International Quilt Museum, Lincoln NE

Spring NIFS Shop Hop
Nebraska Independent Fabric Shops 

All Kansas and Nebraska Shop Hop

International Quilt Museum Exhibitions
That’s So McTavish: The Art of Machine   
Quilting – through June 6
Patchwork: Quilt and Garments Across   
Cultures – through June 13
Boro: Traditional Mended Textiles from Japan – 
through July 20

MARCH 21

APRIL 1-30

APRIL 1 - MAY 31

THRU JULY 20

TBA

OCTOBER 9-10

JULY 23-25
QuiltNebraskaConvention & Retreat
Younes Conference Center, Kearney NE, 
Kearney, NE

Threads Across Nebraska
Buffalo County Fairgrounds, Kearney, NE
www.nsqg.org

Quilter’s Day Out
Region 1
Region 2
Region 3

www.nsqg.org
On the Website you will find the following:  
•  Membership Form
•  Membership Directory (note under
    Members Only) Coming Soon
•  NSQG Grant Application
•  NSQG Award Application
•  Quilt Gatherings
•  Quilt NE 2026 Convention and Retreat 
•  Threads Across Nebraska
•  Nebraska Quilt Guilds
•  NE Quilt Shops – supporters of NSQG

VISIT US 
ON THE WEB

BOOKS TO CHERISH
Almost every quilt shop has the 
great book for grandmothers 
and grandfathers to read to their 
grandchildren. Little Ghost Who 
Was a Quilt, written by Riel Nason 
is a children’s picture book about 
a ghost who is a patchwork quilt 
instead of a sheet, making him feel 

different and unable to fly like his friends. He 
feels left out until Halloween, when his unique 
quilt-like nature allows him to be used as a warm 
blanket for a chilly trick-or-treater, teaching him 
that being different can be a wonderful thing.

Nason has authored another 
children’s book you will want to 
share. The Little Ghost Quilt’s 
Winter Surprise, features a ghost 
made of quilt patches that wants 
to share the magic of the winter 
holidays with his chilly sheet 
friends, who must stay inside.

Almost every quilt shop has the 
great book for grandmothers 
and grandfathers to read to their 
grandchildren. 

different and unable to fly like his friends. He 



Almira Buffalo Bone Jackson (Assiniboine 
[Stoney], 1917-2004), “Night Time 
Sky,” 1968-1988. Wolf Point, Fort Peck 
Reservation; Montana. Quilt, 192.5 x 147.9 
cm. Collected or purchased between 1968 
and 1988 by quilt collector Florence Pulford 
(1923-1989); inherited by her daughters Ann 
Pulford Wilson and Sarah Pulford Zweng; 
donated to the museum by Ann Pulford 
Wilson and Sarah Pulford Zweng in 2007.

The longest night of the year marks the return 
of the light.

As winter officially begins in the Northern 
Hemisphere, Indigenous communities practice 
traditions that have been honored for millennia. 
Some participate in special ceremonies and 
dances reserved for this time of year, others 
may fast and spend the day in meditative quiet. 
This time of rest offers opportunities for loved 
ones to gather together to tell stories, reflect 
on the past year, and spiritually prepare for the 
year ahead. However you spend the solstice, 
we hope you take a moment to appreciate the 
beauty of nature as the season changes.

This quilt is one of more than twenty in our 
collection made by prolific quilter Almira Buffalo 
Bone Jackson (Assiniboine [Stoney], 1917-
2004). Jackson’s quilts were made for sale, 
special occasions like giveaways, birthdays, 
graduations and other celebrations, as well as 
for her own artistic satisfaction. Jackson was 
also known for her traditional skills such as 
drying deer, antelope, and vegetables for winter 
storage. When asked about how she came up 
with her dynamic designs, Jackson said she 
would “dream the colors [of quilts] at night.”

National Museum of the American Indian
Washington, DC

New York, NY

Story and photo courtesy of:

NIGHT TIME SKY

SEWING CENTRE OF LINCOLN
5740 Old Cheney Road Suite 20
Lincoln NE, 68516
Phone: 531-500-2731
Sewingcentreoflincoln@outlook.com
www.SewingOfLincoln.com
M-F:10 – 5 Sat: 10 – 3
Bernina /Dealer Machine Repair, Long Arm 
Services, classes, fabric, notions, patterns 
and kits

NEBRASKA QUILT COMPANY
330 North Main Street
Fremont, NE 68025
402-721-7752
Contactus@nebraskaquiltcompany.com
www.NebraskaQuiltCompany.com
Tues-F: 10 – 5 Sat: 9 -4
Nebraska Quilt Company is a full-service quilt 
destination located in the heart of the Midwest, 
dedicated to inspiring creativity and community 
among sewing enthusiasts. With more than 
7000 bolts of fabric, the store offers one of the 
most extensive fabric selections in the region, 
ensuring quilters and sewists of all levels find 
the perfect materials for each project.

SUPPORTING QUILT SHOPS OF NSQG




