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RICKY TIMMS

Be prepared to reignite your spark of energy without bringing your 
machine. Ricky Tims will regale you with encouraging words of 
wisdom and experience. Ricky has been an icon of barrier busting 
ideas for decades. Back in the 80’s (that wasn’t that long ago, was 
it?) he entered the quilting world, that was (and still is) dominated 
by women. But he listened, observed and engaged. Now he is an 
internationally recognized quilt artist and musician.

For QNE26 Convention and Retreat, he will be giving a daylong 
seminar that is sure to inspire and rejuvenate your inner “quilltanista”.

The first 60 people who register for Friday’s (or Saturday’s) seminar will be eligible for his session. He 
will present 3 half hour sessions.

The sessions will be:

Quilting Caveman Style and Convergence Quilts where you will say goodbye to rigid rules and let your 
creativity run wild.

Every Cool Thing Every Quilter Should Know will demonstrate clever tools and surprising methods that 
even seasoned quilters will be asking themselves “Why didn’t I think of that?”

LocoMotion, plus Gridified Art Quilts where exploring movement, rhythm and dynamic design will 
change how you think about quilting.

There will be a 30 minute question and answer period at the end of this seminar. You will receive a 
syllabus to take home with you so that you can be re-inspired for years to come.

QUILT NEBRASKA 2026

Registration
Booklet

Online Now
CLICK HERE July 23-25

Younes Conference Center, Kearney NE

Featuring Ricky Tims, Stacey Coffee,  
plus regional teachers 

See QN 2026 page 2



PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
April Showers bring May Flowers: true, but I am 
working on patriotic flowers for the QuiltNebraska 
Convention and Retreat Challenge Quilt Project. 

If you want details about the Challenge Quilt 
Project go to nsqg.org site under Guild Activities 
and then QuiltNebraska 2026. 

I have also finished Block One (all 6 of them) for Tammie’s 
Challenge and cannot wait to work on Block Two found in this 
newsletter. Hopefully you will join in the fun of this Challenge.

Great news – The Patriotic Potholders goal of 250 have been 
delivered to the International Quilt Museum. Thank you to all guilds 
and individuals that participated in the NSQG project.
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NSQG MISSION 
STATEMENT

The Nebraska State 
Quilt Guild is a non-profit 

organization established to 
perpetuate the art of quilt 
making and its heritage 
while encouraging future 

opportunities through 
growth, education, 

inspiration, and fellowship

STACEY COFFEE - TEXTILE 
COLLAGE ART

In this workshop, students will create a 
16 X 16 Sandhill Crane – based on an 
image taken by Derrald Farnsworth-
Livingston – Dancing in the Morning 
Sun. Each student will pay a $45 
supply fee directly to Stacey which 
includes their pattern and most of 
the necessary supplies. Students will 
bring assorted fabrics and a lightbox. 
Sewing machines will not be needed. 
A series 
of emails 
will be 

sent directly to the students in the class 
providing detailed information so that 
students are fully prepared for class and 
know what to expect.

Dancing in the Morning Sun
by Derrald Farnsworth-Livingston

QN 2026 continued from page 1



SOCIAL MEDIA NEWS
NSQG is pleased to announce the launch of 
its official presence on Instragram. This new 
digital channel is designed to provide quilters 
with real-time updates, quilt information, and 
quilt activities throughout the state. Follow us @
nebsqg. Don’t forget we also have a Facebook 
page that offers the same great information. 
Follow us @Nebraska State Quilt Guild
If you would like to share pictures, quilt show 
information or other quilt information on these 
platforms, please send them to president-elect@
nsqg.org or mkmama4@gmail.com
Thanks to Leslie and Denise for working on the 
social media committee and moving us into the 
new era.

“Soaring Through the Years”

RAFFLE QUILT ON DISPLAY
The 2026 Aldrich House Quilt Exhibit will be held June 
17 through November 15, It will feature quilts and 
needlework that celebrate children and family occasions. 
The guilds who will be participating include: 

Cottonwood Quilters – Elkhorn
Lincoln Quilt Guild – Lincoln
Nimble Thimble – Aurora
Oxbow Quilters – Ashland
Piecemakers – McCook
Thayer County – Hebron
Willow Tree Quilters – Gordon
UNL Piecemakers - Lincoln

The Nebraska State Quilt Guild Raffle Quilt will be on display 
beginning June 24. The Aldrich House is located at 204 East 
F Street in Elmwood, NE. It is open on Wednesday, Thursday, 
Saturday and Sunday from 1 to 4 p.m. Admission is $5.00 per person, and $3.00 for children.

QUILTING TIP
A few minutes of daily care can keep your 
sewing machine running smoothly and 
prevent costly repairs.

Daily

1.	 Change the needle after every 8 hours 
of sewing or after switching to a new 
fabric type

2.	 Remove lint and dust from the needle 
plate, feed dogs, and bobbin area using 
a soft brush or pipe cleaner

3.	 Wipe down the exterior with a mild 
cleaner and soft cloth to keep it looking 
good and prevent dust buildup

4.	 Check the thread tangles and clean any 
caught threads from the bobbin case 
and shuttle hook

MEET THE BOARD
Karen Dunekacke, Region 1 Director
Favorite Notion: Rotary Cutter

Insight into Karen:

•	 Be quiliting since mid 90’s
•	 Love going to Retreats
•	 Trying to get scraps used up in different quilts

Belle Williams, Region 1 Director
Favorite Notion: Whatever makes quilting easier

Insight into Belle:

•	 Started quilting 6 years ago
•	 Favorite thing to do is research
•	 First generation American on my Mom’s side



BOOK REVIEW
A Basket Brigade Christmas

A Basket Brigade Christmas has 3 stories written 
by Nebraska authors Stephanie Grace Whitson, 
Nancy Moser, and Judith Miller. They are set in 
about 1862, the Civil War era, near Decatur, IL, 
a town of 6000 with a third of them having gone 
to war. The women of Decatur served food to 

wounded soldiers on 
the troop trains going to 
Chicago hospitals for 
treatment.

A Stitch in Time by 
Whitson, tells the story 
of Lucy Maddox, the 
heir of a wealthy family, 
who opens her home 
to 20 – 30 friends who 
prepare fried chicken, 
biscuits, pies and 
cakes, etc. They also 
make patchwork 

quilts and knitted socks.

The second story, A Pinch of Love is about 
Sarah who takes over her mother’s leadership in 
planning food for an approaching train that has 
65 injured soldiers. She achieves this with the 
help of her father, who has a bakery business, 
and friends who bring 13 kettles of stew.

The third story, by Moser, is Endless Melody. It 
is the touching tale of Zona, a spinster music 
teacher who leads local children in song to 
entertain soldiers on the troop trains. One child 
is a gifted singer but his grandfather won’t let 
him participate because it reminds him of his 
daughter, who has died.

Thanks to Jo Seiler, Hastings Quilters Guild 
member for this review

QUILT ENTRY BOOK 
CHANGES 

2026 Nebraska State Fair Part 1
The biggest change for the 2026 Quilt Entry Book 
is that quilts will no longer be categorized as bed, 
throw or juvenile. Quilts will now be divided by 
size. Large quilts are those that are 300 inches 
or more around. Small quilts will be those that 
are 299 inches or less around. Wall quilts will not 
change. This means that exhibitors will need to 
measure their quilts to determine the quilt class 
to enter their quilts in. This change is being made 
to ensure that the same size quilts are judged 
together. The terms bed, throw and juvenile are 
open to each person’s interpretation, and the 
judges prefer to judge similar size quilts in the 
same class.

5320-2010 – Whole cloth is deleted. Whole cloth 
quilts should be entered in 5230-2019 

More Changes in May newsletter.

On-line entry begins July 1 with a deadline of 
August 11. Delivery of exhibits is August 19th 
from 3 p.m. to 8 p.m. or August 20th from 8 a.m. 

to 3 p.m. Drop off sites are 
Lincoln/Logan/McPherson 

County Extension 
Office/Sarpy County 
Extension Office and 
Seward County 
Extension Office. 
Release of quilts 
is September 7 

from 6 to 8 p.m., or 
August 8 from 8 a.m. to 12 

p.m.(noon).

QUILT SHOPS 
SUPPORTING NSQG 
Blue Fiddle Fabrics - Sidney
Calico Cottage – Hastings
Creative Notions – West Point
I Bee Quilting, LLC – Norfolk
Nebraska Quilt Company – Fremont
Pat’s Creative - Hemingford
Quilt Stitches - Beatrice
Sewing Centre of Lincoln – Lincoln
Stitched by Jessi Rose - Taylor
The Quilt Basket – York
The Quilt Rack – North Platte
Wagner’s Quilt and Conversation – Arapahoe

“It is a token of healthy and 
gentle characteristics, when 
women of high thoughts and 
accomplishments love to sew; 
especially as they are never 
more at home with their hearts 
than while so occupied.”

Nathaniel Hawthorne



TAMMIE’S MYSTERY 
QUILT CHALLENGE 
BLOCK 2 – you will make 6 

Part A (this may feel like you just did this – 
only on a smaller scale) 
Make 6 stacks with the following in each stack 
(each stack is one block – piece in your favorite 
method – chain or one at a time):

White 
8 –  1 ¾  squares – draw line on back – corner to 
corner 
1 – 3 square

Blue 
4 – 3 x 1 ¾ rectangles 
4 -  1 ¾  squares

Take the 1 of the 3 x 1 ¾  blue rectangles, and 
put 1 white 1 ¾ square and sew on the line 
drawn, trim to have ¼ seam. Press to white. 
Put the other white square on the other corner – 
creating a flying geese block (repeat for total of 4 
blocks) – this was the hardest part of this block

Now you have another star (again, only this one 
has a white center) 
Blue 1 ¾ in each corner and the flying geese 
around the large white square

Part B (easiest part!) 
Make 6 stacks with the following in each stack 
(each stack is one block – piece in your favorite 
method – chain or one at a time): 
Red  3 – 6 ½ x 1 ½  
White 3 – 6 ½ x 1 ½  
One star from above

Sew on long edge - make set that is  
r – w – r – w – r – w 

Sew this to the RIGHT side of the star (make sure 
to have red at the top) (set aside)

Red 3 – 11 ½ x 1 ½  
White 2 – 11 ½ x 1 ½

Sew on the long edge-  make set that is  
r – w – r – w – r 

Sew this to the bottom of the star strip you just 
made

Now you have a flag  - make 6 total

WAGNER’S QUILTS AND CONVERSATION
404 Chestnut
Arapahoe, NE  68922
308-962-8458
wagnersquilts@wagnersquilts.com
M-F 10 - 5, Sat 10 – 4
Over 100% cotton bolts of fabrics, over 30 wide 
backs, 50 dozen SKU’s DMC Embroidery Floss, 
WQC The Nursery for classes/private rental/retreats.

THE QUILT BASKET
718 N. Lincoln Ave.
York, NE  68467
402-362-5737
info@thequiltbasket-york.com
www.thequiltbasket-york.com
M-W,F – 9:30 – 5:30, Thursday – 9:30  – 6:00, 
Saturday 9:30 – 3:00
Purchased for Lola Schall in 2007. We are a quilt 
and fabric shop known for our warm customer 
service and expansive fabric selection.

FEATURED QUILT SHOPS

www.nsqg.org
On the Website you will find the following:  
•  Membership Form
•  Membership Directory (note under
    Members Only) Coming Soon
•  NSQG Grant Application
•  NSQG Award Application
•  Quilt Gatherings
•  Quilt NE 2026 Convention and Retreat 
•  Threads Across Nebraska
•  Nebraska Quilt Guilds
•  NE Quilt Shops – supporters of NSQG

VISIT US 
ON THE WEB



Membership in NSQG is open to all individuals. New members 
will continue to be welcomed at any time. Memberships run from 
January 1st through December 31st. Dues are $35.00 per year. 
Applications are available on the website. 

APRIL 1-30
Spring NIFS Shop Hop
Nebraska Independent Fabric Shops

APRIL 1 - MAY 31

All Kansas and Nebraska Shop Hop

APRIL 18
NSQG Board Meeting 
1 pm – 3 pm 
Kearney Public Library, Kearney, NE

JUNE & JULY
Holdrege Quilt Guild Show - Quilts of 
Honor, Nebraska Prairie Museum, 2701 
Burlington St., Holdrege, Nebraska, 9 am to 5 
pm weekdays and 1pm to 5pm on weekends

JUNE 4-6
Omaha Quilters’ 47th Annual Quilt Show 
“Reflecting on the Past 50 Years”, 
Thursday, June 4 – 5 pm - 8 pm, Friday,  
June 5 - 9 am, Saturday, June 6 - 9 am
Scott Center, Omaha, NE (in Aksarben 
Village)
Admission $11/single day, $16/multiple days, 
$1-/16 - senior or groups of 10+. $4/child
JUNE 13
Quilter’s Day Out – Region 3
Sponsored by Nebraska State Quilt Guild
Main St. & Logan, Funk, NE 
10:00 a.m. to 3 p.m.
“Quilting is Our Therapy” by Rose Fryda
“Fabrics from Around the World” by Colleen 
Quadhamer
Lunch $12, door prizes and pop-up shops
JUNE 13-16
Nebraskaland Days Quilt Show
Bethel Church, 2700 W. Philip Ave.
North Platte, NE  69101
10 am – 7pm Tuesday through Thursday, 
10 am – 5 pm Friday 
No Admission charge – free will donations 
are accepted.

JUNE 17 - NOV 15
Historic Bess Streeter Aldrich House
Elmwood, NE   
JUNE 25-27
Aurora Quilt Show – Celebrate America, 
Guest Quilter: Bonnie Kucera.  Plainsman 
Museum Ag. Building, 210 16th St, Hwy 
14, Aurora, NE.  Hours: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.  
Demonstrations on Thursday and Friday 
afternoons.  Admission - $8.00
JULY 23-25
QuiltNebraskaConvention & Retreat
Younes Conference Center, Kearney NE, 
AUGUST 15
The Quilting Shack Quilt Show 
9 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
518 E. South E St. Broken Bow, NE
SEPT 1-JAN 3, 2027
American Patchwork - Celebrating 250 
Years of Heritage – Hastings Museum 
– Museum’s East Gallery,  1330 North 
Burlington, Hastings, NE
OCTOBER 9-10
Threads Across Nebraska
Buffalo County Fairgrounds, Kearney, NE
www.nsqg.org


